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CEORGE K. 

G£ 7^ £, by the Grace of God, Xing 6f Gtegt BrU 
tawy France, and IttUnd^ Defender of che Faith, (yc^ 
To all to whom thefe Piefents fliall come. Greeting. 
Whereas Our Trufty and Well- beloved Berkakd Lihtot of 
our City of London^ Bookfeller, has humbly reprefented un- 
to \Js that he is now printing a Tranilation of the Iliad of 
lIoMEii , from the Gnek^ in Six Volumes in Folio, b7 
Alexamder Pope Gent, with large Notes upon each Book : 
And whereas the faid Bernard Lintot has informed Us 
«hat be has been at a great Expence in carrying on the faid 
' VfoiV. : and that the iole Slight tnd Title of the Copy of 
vthe laid Work is veiled in the faid Bernard Lintot : He 
^as therefore humbly befought Us to gxant him our Royal 
Privilege and Licence for the fole Printing and PubliOiing 
'thereof for the Term of fourteen Tears. W£ being eraci- 
touily pleaied to encourage fo ufefiil a Work, are pleaUd to 
condefcend to his Requeu , and do therefore hereby give and 
^rant unto the faid Bernard Lintot Our Royal Licence and 
Privilege for the fole printing and publifliing the faid Six Vo- 
lumes of the Iliad of Homer, tranHated by the faid 
Alexander Pope, for and during the Term of fourteen Yea rs« 
to be computed from <the Day of the Date hereof, ftridly 
charging and prohibiting all Our Subjefts within Our King- 
doms and Dominions to reprint or abridge the fame, either 
in the like or any other Volume or Volumes whatfoever; ok 
to import, buy, vend, utter or diftribute any Copies of the 
fame, or any ^art thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, withia 
the faid Term of fourteen Yeats, without the Confent and 
Approbation of the faid Bernard Llntot, his Heirs, Exe- 
cutors, and Alfigns, by Writing under his or their Hands and 
£eals fiift had and obtained» as they and every of them of- 
fending herein will anfwer the contrary at their Perils, and 
liich other Penalties as by the Laws And Statutes of this Our 
Realm may be iuflifted : Whereof the Mafter, Wardens and 
Company of Stationers of Oux City of London^ Commiilio- 
ners, and other Officers of Our Cuftoms, and all other Our 
Officers and Miuifters whom it my concern, are to take 
•l^otice, that due Obedience be given to Our Pleafure hereia 
ii|nified. Given at Our Court at St. jAmes^s the Hxth Day 

ily UU Maje^*s Gommaad^ 



Ji^ti%^Tk^\SL<^^t^: 
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PRE FACE. 



HOMER it aniTerTally allow'd to havi 
had the greatcft i«*«it(B»of any wri- 
ter whatever. The praifc of judg- 
ment Viriii has jnftly contefled with 
him, and otherj may have their pre- 
tenfiom as to panicidar excellencies ; 
but his Invention remaina yet unrival'd. Nor is it 
t wonder if he has ever been acknowledg'd the 
rrcatcd of poets, wbo ra'oft excell'd in that which 
n the Twy foundation of poetry. It is the Inven- 
tion that in diSerent degrees diAinguifhes all great 
Geniiu's; The ntmoitftiiCTch of human ftudy, leam- 
big, and indirfhy, which maftcr every thing hefides,- 
can Dcver attain to this. It ftimilhes art with all her 
materials, and without it. Judgment it ftlf can ai belt 
hutyf^Mf ivifily : For Art is only like a prudent ftew- ■ 
ird that hve* on managing the riches of Nature. 
Whatever praifes may be given to works of judg- 
neot» there is not even a fingle bcanty in them but- 
is owing to the invention: As in themoft regdnr 
gardens, however art may cany the greatcft ap- 
pearance, there is not a plant or flower but fs the 
pft of natnrc. Thefirft can only reduce the beau- 
lie* of the hner into a more obvious figure, which 
the cquxm eye mty better take iir, tod ilULcrefow 
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more entertain'd with them. And perhaps the reafon 
why moft Criticks are indin'd to prefer a judiciotis 
and methodical genius to a great and fruitful one, is^ 
becaufe they find it eafier for themfelves to purfue 
their obfervations through an uniform and bounded 
walk of arty than to comprehend the vaft and vari* 
ous extent of nature. 

Our author's work is a wild paradife, where if we 
cannot fee all the beauties fo dif!in6lly as in an order'd 
. Garden, it is only becaufe the number of them is 
infinitely greater. 'Tis like a copious nurfery which 
contains the feeds and Hrft produdlions of every kind, 
out of which tbofe who tollow'd him have but fe- 
ledted fome particular plants, each according to his 
fancy, to cultivate and beautify. If fome things are 
too luxuriant, it is owning to the richnefs of the foil ; 
and if others are not arrivM to perfedion or maturity, 
it is only becaufe they are over-run and oppreft by 
thofe of a flronger nature. 

It is to the ftrength of this amazing invention we 
are to attribute that unequal'd fire and rapture, which 
. is fo forcible in Homir, that no man of a true poetiad 
fpirit is mailer of himfelf while he reads him. What 
be writes is of the mod animated nature imaginable; 
every thing moves, every thing lives, and is put in 
adion. If a council be call'd, or a battel fought, you 
are not coldly inform*d of what was faid or done as 
from a third perfon ; the reader is hurry'd out of 
himlelf by the force of the Poet's imagination, and 
turns in one place to a hearer, in another to a fpec- 
lator. The courfe of his verfes refembles that of 
the army he defcribes. 

Of J* fr«v, ttrit tt w»^ ;^l«f wtto^ uiuil; 

rtfy f$ur shng Uki a fir§ thMt fweifs thi whole earth be^ 
Anu. Tis however remarkaUe that his fancy, which 

IS 
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h erery wliertxigoroiiSyis not difco ver'd immediate- 
ly at the beginniog of his poem in its fuUeft fplendor : 
It grows in theprogrefi bodi upon himfclf and others, 
and becomes on fire like a chariot-wheel, by its own 
rapidity. Exad difpofition» jolt thought, correA elo^ 
cation* polifh'd numbcn* may have been found in a 
tiioufand ; but this poetical fire, this Viwda vis ammi^ 
in a very few, Even in works where all thofe are 
imperfcAor negleAed» this can over-power criticifm* 
and make us admire even while we difapprove. Nay, 
where this appears, tho*" attended with abfutdities, 
it brightens all the rubbifli about it, 'till we fee no« 
thing but its own fplendor. This Fin is difcern'd in 
Virgil^ but difcern'd as through a glaf s, refle Aed from 
Bomer^raoxc (hining than fierce, but every where equal 
and conftant : In lMC4in and StMtius^ it burfis out in 
fudden, (hort, and interrupted flaflies : In MiU§n^ it 
glows like a furnace kept up to an uncommon ar- 
dor by the force of art : In Shakifftar^ it ilrikes be- 
fore we are aware, like an accidental fire from hea* 
ven : But in Horner^ and in him only, it butos every 
where clearly, and every where irrefiftibly,^ 

I (ball here endeavour to (hew, how this vaft In^ 
viniian exerts itfeh in a manner fuperior to that of 
any Poet, through all the main conitituent parts of 
bis work, as it is the great and peculiar Charaderi- 
ftick which difiinguifhes him from all other authors. 

This (trongand ruling faculty was hkea powerAiI 
Star, which in the violence of its courfe, drew all 
things within its v^rtix. It feem'd not enough to 
Mve taken in the whole circle of arts, and the whole 
compa(s of nature ; aU the inward paffions and afiTe- 
Aions of mankind, to fupply his charaders ; and all 
the outward forms and images of things for his de- 
fcriptions ; but wanting yet an ampler fphere to ex- 

Etiate in, he open'd a new and boundleft walk for 
I imagUuition, and aeated a world for himfelf in 

As ^^ 
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Ac invention oiFahU. That "which^ri/fortr caBithe 
£oul rf Poetry, was £rft breHth'd into it 'by HotrnPi I 
ihall bc^n with cxmiidering hhn in this part, ^ it ii 
naturally the iirft, snd I fpeak of it both as it means 
•the defign of a poem, and as it is taken for fidUon* 

Fable may be divided into the probuhUy the allege 
ricaly and the fnarvtllgui: The pr^bahk fabk is the 
. recital of fach actions as though they did not happen,, 
yet might, in the common courfc of Nature : Or of 
inch as though they did, become fables by the addi^ 
tional epifodes and manner of telling them. Of this 
fort is the main ftory of an Epic poem, the return 
of Ulyffes, the fettlemmt of the Trojans m Italy, or 
the hke. .That of the lUad is the anger <?/ Achilles, 
themollfhort and iinglefnbjcdt thatevermas chofen 
by any Poet. Yet this he has fupplied with a vafter 
variety of incidents and events, and <:rouded with a 
greater number of councils, fpeeehes, battles, and 
cpifodcs of all kinds, than are to be found even in 
thofepoems whofe fchemes are of the utmoft latitude 
and irregularity. The adtion is hurry'd on with the 
moft vehement fpirit, and its whole duration employs 
not fo much as fifty days. VirgUy for want of fa 
iv^rm a 'genius, aided himfdlf by taking in a more 
cxtenitve fubje^ ^ well as a greater length of time^ 
«nd CGntra(ftingthedeDgn of bothH<»;Mrspoemslnto 
oire, which is yet but a fourth part as large as his. 
The other EpicP^ets have us*<i the fiime prafiice, 
but generally cfttry*d it fo far as to fuperinducea mul- 
tiplicity of fables, deftroy the unity of adion, and 
Ibfe their readers ;in an unreafonable length of time* 
Nor is it only in the main defign that they have been 
unable to .add to his invention, but they ha^e fol^ 
low'd him in every epifode -and part of 'ftory. If 
lie has given a regular 4at4Uogm ^f tn armyi ^theyall 
draw tip their forces in the fame or^. If he hat 
/naeral games for P^trjclm^ Vir^ bos Uic fame for 
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^MchiftSyTXiA ststws (rather than omit them) deftrojs 
the unity of his adtion for thofe of Arckemcras. If 
^Jfes viiit the fliades, the JEnau of Virply and Sc'tpio of 
^^m are fent after him. If he be detain'd from his 
return by the allurements of Calypfi^ fo is ^neas by 
Diiff, and RinaUU by Armida. If AehitUs be abfent 
from the army on the fcore of a quarrel through half' 
the poem 9 idmakh muft abfent himfelf juft as long, 
on the like account. If he gives his hero a fuit of 
celeftial armour, Vtrgil and Tafo make the fame pre- 
fent to theirs. Virgil has not only obferv'd this trlofe 
imitation of Homer, but where he had not led the 
way, fupply'd the want from other Gfw* Authors. 
Thus the flory of Sim&n and the taking of Tray was ^ 
topied (fays Macrohms) almoft word for word from 
Pijknder, as the loves of I>ft^ and JEwas are taken 
from thofe of Jdedea and Jafi» in AfoUonins, and - 
fcvcral others in the fame manner. 

To proceed to the aUigerkalfabU ■: If we refleft 
upon thofe innumerable knowledges, thofe fecrets of 
nature and phy Seal phriofophy , which Homer is gene- 
tidly fuppos'd to have wrapt up in his allegories^ what 
a new and ample feene of wonder may thb confide- 
ntion afford us? How fertile will that imagination - 
appear, wWch was able to^loathaOil the properties of 
^dements,- the^uilHEcationsof themind, the virtues 
andvices» in 'forms and peifons; and to introduce 
themiato a^ons agreeable to the nature of the things 
they ffaadow*d ? This is a field m which no fucceeding 
Poets ccmld difpijte withHjwfr ; and whatever com- 
utendations have been allow'd them -on tlus head, 
are by no rhcans for their invention in having en-- 
hrg'il his circle, '>Utrft)r tiieir judgment in hiving 
tontratftcd Jt. For whien the hiodc of learning changed 
in following -ages, and'feience was deliver -d in « 
idainer manner; it then became as reaitmabledn the 

more modem Pccts to lay it a^de^ asitwasin Ho- 

*' — "-— -•■————- — - —— - . •. A ■ .^ "^ .-. - - » "•• - 
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«Kf#r to make ufe of it. And perhaps it was no un- 
happy circumflance for Virpl^ that there was not in 
his time that demand upon him of fo great an inven- 
tion, as might be capable of furnifliing all thofe alle«» 
gorical parts of a poem. 

The maru§ilmsfiihU includes whatever is fupema- 
tural, and efpecially the machines of the Gods* Ff 
Jifimer was not thefirft who introduc'd the deities (as 
Herodotus imagines) into the religion oiGrega, he 
feems the firft who brought them into a iyftem of 
Machinery for Poetry, and fuch an one as makes its 
greateil importance and dignity. For we find thofe 
authors who have been offended at the literal notioa 
of the Gods, conflantly laying their accufationagainft 
ir#Mfrasthe undoubtedinventor of them. But what- 
ever caufe there might be to blame his mathines in a 
jpbilofophical or religious view, they are fo perreft ia 
the poetick, that mankind have been everfince con- 
tented to follow them : None have been able to en- 
large the fphere of poetry beyond the limits he has 
fct : Every attempt of this nature has prov'd unfuc- 
;cersful; and after all the various changes of times 
and religions, his Gods continue to this day the 
CfKls of poetry. 

We come now to the tharditen of his perfons, and 

■bere we fliall find no author has ever drawn fo many, 

with fo vifible and furprizing a variety, or given us 

jbch lively and affedingimpreflions of them. Every 

one has fomething fo Angularly his own, that no 

'Paintet could have diftinguifii'd them more by their 

jtaxvkxt%f than Uie Poet has by their manners. Noo- 

.liiing can be more exaAthan the diitinftions he has 

obferv'd in the different degrees of virtues and vices. 

.The fingjle quality of Mmagt is wonderfully diverfi- 

:tf*d in me feveral chara^ers of the JUad. That of 

,AMM$i is furious and intradaUe ; that of Diomtdi 

.fDiwardt yet liftening to advice and fubied to com- 

4 ~ mand: 
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Band: That ofjijax is heavy and felf-confiding; 
ef ASe^, adive and vigilant : The courage of Aga^ 
numnm is inijpirited by love of empire and ambi- 
tion, that of Jdenelaus mix'd with foftnelis and ten- 
<^rncls tor his people : We find in Jdomineus a plain 
<lired foldier, in Sarfedon a gallant and generous one. 
Nor is diis judicious and ailonifhing diverfity to be 
found only in the piincipal quality which conftitutes 
the main of each charader, but even in the under- 
pans of it, tu which he takes care to give a tindure 
of that principal one. For example, the main cha- 
^^tx%QiUlylfeszn^tl€fiorcotii\i\ mvnfdom; and they 
are diltind in this, that the wifdom of one is artificial 
and varuus, of the other nafttral, oftn^ and regular. But 
th:7 have, befides, chai^ders of cMragi ; and this 
Quality alfo takes a different turn in each from the 
difference of his prudence : for one in the war de- 
pends ftill upon caution^ the other upon txptrunct. It 
^ould be endlefs to produce inflances of thefe kinds. 
"^he characters of Virgil are far from ftriking us in 
this open manner ; they lie in a great degree hidden 
and undiftinguiik'dy and where they are mark'd mod 
evidently, affed us not in proportion to thofe ofHo* 
t^' His charaders of valour are much alike ; even 
that of Titrmu feems^no wayjpeculiar but as it i$ in a 
%erior degree; and we fee nothing that differences 
the courage ofliniftbtus from that of Strgifthus^ CU^ 
^hm, or the rell. In like manner it may be re- 
tturk*d QfStMt'msi heroes> that an air of impetuoflty 
'^ thro* them all; the £ime horrid and favage cou- 
rage appears in his Capamm^ Tydnu^ Hlffomedon, &c. 
^hey have a parity oi charader, which makes them 
^m brothers of one family. I believe, when the 
'^der is kd into this uack of reflexion, if he will 

Crfue it through the£/iV and Tragic writers, he will 
convinced how infinitely fuperior in this point the 
invention of H$mir was to that of all others. 
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The fieeches tre to be confidcr'd as they flow fironi 
Ac charaders, being perfed or dcfedlivc as they agree 
or difagree with the manners of thofe who utter them. 
As there is more variety of charaders in the Iliads fo 
there is of fpeeches, than in any other poem. Every 
thing in it has manners (as Ariftotle exprefles it) that is, 
every thing is adled or fpoken. It is hardly credible 
in a work of fuch length, how fmall a number ol 
Kncs are employed in narration. In Virgil the dra- 
matic part is lefs in proportion to the narrative; and 
the fpeeches often confift of general reflexions oi 
thoughts, which might be equally juft in any per- 
fon's mouth upon the fame occalion. As many oi 
his perfons have no apparent charaders, fo many oi 
bis fpeeches efcape being apply'd and judged by the 
rukof propriety. We oftner think of the author him- 
felf when we read Virgil, than when we are engag'd 
in Hdmer : All which are the effedh of a colder inven* 
tion,that interefts us lefs in the adion defcrib'd : Hf- 
mer makes us hearers, and rirgi/ leaves us readers. 

If in the next pkce we take a view of the fent> 
mints, the fame prefiding faculty is eminent in the 
fubhmity and ipirit of his thoughts. Longinushn 
gi^n his opinion, that it was in tife part Hwwr prin- 
cipaHy excellM. Wirat were alone fuffident to prove 
the grandeur and exceSetice^of his fentiments in ge- 
xier^l, is that they have fo remarkaHc a parity ymk 
thofe of the Scripture : Bttport, in his QnomoUgia U9-' 
miricMi has colleded innumerable inflances of this 
fort. And it is with juflioe an excellent modem wri- 
ter allows, that if Virgil has not fo many thoughts 
diat are low and virigar, he has not fo many thatarc 
fiiblime and noble ; and that the ^man author fe^ 
idom rifes into very aftonifhing fentiments where he 
is not fired by the ^ad. 

If ♦we obferve his ditfcrtptidns, images, -and Jmikti 
wc /ball find the invcntioa Mi predomis^t. ^ 

":'"-- - " Wb' 
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images of every fort, where we ice eacbcircumfiance 

tad individual of nature fummon'd together, by the 

extent and fecundity of his imagination ; to which 

^ thmgj » in their various views, prefented them- 

ielves in an inilant, and had their impreiiions taken 

off to perte^on, at a heat ? Nay, he not only 

{ives us tbc full proipeds of diings, butieveralunr 

expedcd peculiarities and fide-views, unobferv'd by 

viy painter but Hnner. Nothing is fo furprizing as 

the de^iptions of his battels, which take up no left 

than half the lUsd^ and are fupply'd with fo vait a 

variety of incidents, that no one bears a likenefs to 

another; fucb different kinds of deaths, that no two 

heroes are wounded in the fame nunner ; and fuch 

a profiifion of noble ideas, that every battel rifea 

tbove the laft in ^reatneis, horror, and confufion* 

bis certain there is not near that number of images 

lAd deicriptions in anyEpicPoet; tho* every one has 

ftffifted himfelf with a ^eat Quantity out. of him : And 

it is evident of F0;gi/ efpediuly, that hehasfcarce any 

comparifons which are not drawn from his mailer. 

If we defcend from hence to the txprtSkn^ we fee 
^ brig^ imagination of Homer (hining out in the 
^oft enhTen'd forms of it. We acknowledge hint 
^e father of poetical djjdtion, the firft who taught 
^at Un,gstage ofiht Gods to men. His expreifion is 
like the colouring of fome^eat mafters, which dif- 
tOTCR itfeif to be laid on b^dly , and executed with 
npidity. It n indeed the flrongeil and mod glow* 
iug imaginable, and touch'd with the greateil fpirit. 
^}2«rlrhadreafanto fay. He was the only Poet who 
^ found out imng words-, there are in him more 
String figures and metaphors than in any good author 
whatever. An axrow is imfatimt to be on the wing, 
> weaponiibir)ii to dtink the Uood of an enemy, and 
4c lik^ JCft .his jczpidiion is never too big Jox the 
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Ibnfcy but juftly great in proportion to it : * 
ientimcnt that f wells and fills out the didion, 
hfes with it, and forms itfelf about it. Fo: 
ftme degree that a thought is warmer, an ex 
^11 be brightt:r; ^nd as that is more ftrong, l 
become more perfpiwuous : LiKeglafs in the 
which grows to ag: eater magnituae, and refii 
greater clearnefs, only as the breath within 
powerful, and the heat more intenfe. 

To throw his language more out of profe, 
feems to have aftcdiea the eomfound efithets. 
was a fort of compoiition peculiarly proper 
try, not only ts it heightened the dUlien^ but : 
fiited and fill'd the numbers with greater fou 
pomp, and likewife conduced in Ibme mea 
chicken the imagis. On this lait coniideratioi 
not but attribute thefe alfo to the fruitfulnefs oi 
vention, fince (as he has manag'd them) th 
a fort of fupernumerary pictures of the per 
things to which they are join'd. We fee the 
of Ht^hr's plumes in the epithet K«^tf^«M« a(^, tl 
fcape of mount Nrntas in that of fiiMr/^vAAce 
fo of others; which particular images could n< 
been infifted upon fo long as to exprefs the 
defciiption (tho* but of a fingle line) without 
ing the reader too much from the principal 
or figure. As a metaphor is a (liort iimiie, 
thefe £pithets is a (bort defcription. 

Laftly, if we confider his verfificatton^ we 
fenfible^hat a (bare of praife is due to his in^ 
in that. He was not fatisfy'd with his langi 
he found it fettled in any one part of Gret 
fearch'd thro' its difSsring diali^s with this pai 
view, to beautify and perfcd his numbers : B 
fider'd theie as they had a greater mixture of 
or confonants, and accordingly employed them 
werfe re^uir'd either a grcttes fipoothneis or %. 



PR E FJC B. , 

What he moft affefted was the Unic^ which has ape* 
culiar fweetneis from its never ufing contraAions, 
and from its cuftom of refolving the diphthongs into 
two fyllables » fo as to make the words open them- 
fel?es with a more fpreading and fonorous fluency. 
Whh this he mingl^ the MtU contradions» the 
broader DptIc^ and the feebler JE^^ which often 
Kjeds its afpirate^ or takes off its accent; andcom- 
pleated this variety by altering fome letters with the 
liceofe of poetry. Thus his meafures^ inftead of 
being fetters to his fenfe* were always in r^adinefs to 
fun ak)ng with the warmth of his rapture, and even 
to give a farther reprefentation of his notions, in the 
conefpondence of their founds to what they figni* 
fyU Out of all thefe he has denv'd that harmony* 
^hich makes us confefs he had not only the richeft 
head, but the fined ear in the world. This is io great 
t tmth, that whoever will but confult the tune of 
Us verfes, even without underftanding them (with 
defame fort of diligence as we daily fee pradis'd in 
tbe cafe of lulisn OperAt) will find more fweetnefs» 
^>iety, and roajeity of found, than in any other 
language or poetry. The beauty of his numbers is 
^ow'd by the criticks to be copied but faintly by Vir* 
i^ hinjfelf, tho* they are fo juit to afcribe it to the 
^ature of the Lunn tongue: Indeed the Greek has 
fome advantages both from the natural found of its 
**^^x, and the turn and cadence of itsJVr/f, which 
agree with the genius of no other language. Virgil was 
ycry feniible of this, and ufed the utmoft diligence 
IH working up a more intradlable language to what*^ 
C>ever graces it was capable of; and in particular 
fiever fiil'd to bring the found of his line to a beau- 
tiful agreement with its fenfe. If the Grecian poet 
iias not been fo frequently celebrated on this account 
IS the K0m4^9 t^o only realon is, that fewer criticks 
lave undeicftQod one language than the other. Di^ 



PR E FjfC K. 

fpjjius of Haiicdmaffks has pointed out many < 
author's beauties in this kind, in his trcatifc < 
Comfoption efWords^ and others will be taken : 
ef in the courfe of my Notes. It fuifices at p 
to obferve of his numbers^ that they flow w 
much cafe, as to make one imagine Homtr h 
other care than to transcribe as fall as the Mu 
Elated; and at the fame time with fo much 
and infpiriting vigour, that they awaken and r 
kke the found of a trumpet. They roll alon 
plentiful river^ always in motion, and alway 
while we are born away by a tide of verfe, th< 
rapid, and yet the moil fmooth imaginable. 

Thus on whatever fide we contemplate 1 
what principally llrikes us is his invmticn. It 
which forms the charadler of each part of his ^ 
and accordingly we find it to have made hi: 
more extenfive and c«/;mw than any other, hi£ 
^Iicrs more lively and fir4nglj marhd, his fpeechei 
^Hing and tranfforttd, his fentdments more 
^tA fiMme^ his images and defcriptions moi 
«knd mtimofedp his expreilion more mis'd ar 
"ring, and his numbers more rapid and varioi 
tope, in what has been faid of Virgil with reg 
•ny of thefe heads> I have no way derogated 
%is character. Notiiing is more abfurd or ci 
than the common mediod of comparing eminer 
%crs by an oppofition of particular panages in 
«nd forming a judgment from thence of thei 
tit upon the whole. Wfc ought to have a c 
knowledge of the principal charader and diftin 
ing excellence of each : It is in that we are tc 
<der him, and in proportion to his degree in t^ 
are to admire him. No author or man ever ei 
nil the world in more than one fiiculty , and as 
iias done this in rnvnttien , Virgil has in jud^ 

ilat £b«t we are. to think Mmn wanted judg 
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fcccwfc Vtrgil had it in a more eminent degree; er 
•hat Virgil wanted invciKion, bccaufc Homer polTeft 
« larger (liarc of it : Each of thcfe great authors had 
more of both than perhaps anj man befides, and 
wc only faid to have lefs in comparifon with one 
another. Homer was thfc greater genius, Virgil the bet - 
ler artift. In one we moll admire the man, in the 
other the work. HQmer hurries and tranfports us with 
a commanding impetuofity, Virgil leads us with an 
>ttradive majcfty: Hamer fcatters with a generous 
profafion, Flrrgii^ bellows with acateful magnifkence : 
**ww, like the Nile^ pours* out his riches with a fud- 
^cn overflow ; Vhrgily like a river in its banks, with 
a gentle and conftant dream* When we behold ther» 
^ttels, methinks the two Poets refemble the Heroes 
ttey celebrate : Htmer, boundlefs and irrefiftible as ji- 
ikilUsj bears all before him, and fhines moi^ and more 
•s the turn idt increafcs; VirgH, calmly darmg like 
JEwMf, appears isndifturb'd in the midft of the a<fH« 
*B, dHTpofcs all about -hrm, and conquers with tran- 
Uttfllity, And when vw look upon their machines, 
'^m^ feems Uke his own Jt^iter in his terrors, (ha« 
^ng olymfusf fcattering the lightnings, and firing the 
livens; Virgil, like the fame power in his benevo* 
fcncc^ counfdling with, the Gods, laying plans for 
cmirires,. and regularly ordering his whole creation. 

But after all, it is with great parts, as with greaft 
^ittaes, they naturally border on fome imperfedion ; 
*|k1 it is often hard to diftinguifli exaflly where the 
virtue ends,, or the fault begins. As prudence may 
fometinaes fink to fufpicion, fo may a great judg- 
ment decline to coldnefs; and as magnanimity may 
fun up to profufion or extravagance, fo may a great 
fcvcntion to redundancy or wildnefs. If we look 
i^KHi Htffner in this Tiew,. we (hall p^eive the chief 
^fijM^m Bgainft faira- to procecdftom fo noUea caofe 
Htkc eKe&<tf this ftc^ty^; 
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Among thefe we may reckon fome of hism^n/^^ 
Um fiHionSf upon which fo much criticifm has been 
fpenCt as furpaiUng all the bounds of probability. Per- 
haps it may be with great and fuperior fouls, as witk 
gigantick. bodies, which exerting themfelves with un- 
ufual flrength, exceed what is commonly thought the 
due proportion of parts, to become miracles in the 
whole ; and like the old heroes of that make, com- 
mit fomething near extravagance, amidil a fcries of 
glorious and inimitable performances. Thus Homtr 
has his ffedJdng h^rfgs^ and Virgil his myrti$s diftilling 
bloody where the latter has not fo much as contriv*d the 
eafy intervention of a Deity to fave the probability. 

It is owing to the fame vafl invention, that his Jh 
mUii have been thought too exuberant and full of 
circumllances. The force of this faculty is feen in 
aothing more, than in its inability to conHne itfelf to 
that iingle circumftance upon which the companfoB 
is grounded : It runs out into emrbellifhments of addi? 
.tional images, which however are fo manag'd as not 
to overpower the main one. His iimiles are like pi* 
dures, where the principal figure has not only it| 
proportion given agreeable to the original, but \% al- 
lb let off with occalional ornaments and profpeds.. 
■The fame will account for his manner of heaping t 
Bumber of comparifons together in one breath, when 
hxs fancy fuggefted to him at once fo many variom 
and correfpondent images. The reader will eafilf 
extend this obfervation to more objedions of thf 
fame kind. 

If there are others which feem rather to charge him 
with a defe^ or narrownefs of genius, than an ex* 
cefs of it; thofe feeming defeats will be found upon 
examination to proceed wholly from the nature of 
the times he liv'd in. Such are his grofir ripr$f§tiur 
sicns of the Godsy and the vicious and impirfaH nuuh 
Mrs oi his Harots^ which will be treated of m t)^ 

following 
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Allowing *EffMy: But I muft here fpeak a word ot 
I the htter, as it is a point generally carry'd into ex- 
! tremes, both by the cenfurers and defenders of Htmer. 
It muft be a ftrange partiality to antiquity, to think 
widi Madam Dsckr^ ** that f thofe times and man- 
** nen are fo much the more excellent, as they are 
* more contrary to ours." Who can be fo prejudi- 
ced in their favour as to magnify the felicity of thofe 
iges, when a fpirit of revenge and cruelty reign'd 
^' the world, when no merqr was (hewn but tor 
die fake of lucre, when the greateft Princes were put 
to the fword , and tiieir wives and daughters made 
flares and concubines ? On the other fide, I would 
aot be fo delicate as thofe modern criticks, who are 
Ibock'd at the y^i^^jf^cfi and mean employments in 
which we fometimes fee the Heroes of Hopur en- 
pgi. There is a pleafure in taking a view of that 
fimpUdty in oppofition to the luxury of fucceeding 
^es; in beholcUng Monarchs without their guards. 
Princes tending their flocks, and PrincefTes drawing 
Wtter from the fprings. When we read Hotmr^ we 
ought to refleA that we are reading the moil ancient 
iQ^or in the heathen world; and thofe who confi- 
ist him in this light, will double their pleafure in the 
' perafal of him. Let them think they are growing 
acquainted with nations and people that are now ne 
nore; that they are ftepping almoft three thoufand 
years back into the remoteft antiquity, and enter- 
taining themfelves with a clear and furprizing vifi- 
QD of things no where elfe to be found, the onl^ 
tnthentick pidure of that ancient world. By this 
means alone their greateft obftades will vanifh ; and 
what ufnallj aeates thdr diflike, wiQ become a fa« 
lisfaAion. 
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This coTifidcration may farther fenrc to anfwcr fef 
the conftant ufe of the fame epithen to his Gods imd: 
Heroes, fuch as thcfar-darting Photbus^ the hlae-rf-i^ 
J^oHat, tki^fwift-fodtJuLAch'tUesj 6cc. which fome have 
•cenfored as impertinent and tedionfiy repeated. Thofe 
of the Gods depended upon the powers and offices' 
then believ'd to belong to thenn and had contradeA 
a weight and veneration from ^e rites and folemm 
^Totions in which they were us'd : They were r 
fort of attributes with which it was a matter of re^ 
ligion to falute them on al) occafions, and which ir 
'was an irreverence to omit. As for the efithin of 
.great men, Honi. IBoilcMi is of opinion, that they were 
in the natnre of Simames^ and repeated as fuch ; fof 
the Qneks having no names deriv'd from their fathers, 
were oblig'd to add fome other dillin6Hon of each 
perfbn ; either naming his parents expredy, or his 
place of birth, profeHion, or the Hke : As Alexandtt 
ion oiPhilify Htrodotm oi HaUcamaJfus^ "Diogenes Xht 
Cynic f lurc. Homer therefore complying with the cu- 
flom of his country, us'd fuch diilindive additions as 
better agreed with poetry. And indeed wc have 
Something parallel to thefe in modem times, fuch as 
the names of Harold HarefootyEdmuni Ironfide, EdwarM 
timg^flumksy Edward the hUck-^frinee, &*c. If yet this 
be thought to account better for the propriety than 
for the repetition , I fhall add a farther conjefiUr^. Br- 
^ed dividing the world into it» different ages, has plac'd 
41 fourth age between the brawn and the iron one', of 
Heroes dift'ta£lfrom other Psen^ a divine race^ 'Whofougifi 
stThchcs^ndTiojf are^dlled Demi-^SodSy and liveky 
the €are #/ Jupiter in the iftands of the hlijfed ♦. No^" 
among the ^viae honours which W^pe paid then^ 
they might have this alfo in common with theGods^ 
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int to "be ihetition*d without the folemnity o£ an epr-' 
tfaety snd fach as might be acceptable to them by its 
xdebrating their funilies, adions» or qualities. 

What other caTils hare been rais'd again!! Howur are 
fiich as hardly deferve a reply, but will yet be taken 
notice of at they occur in the courfe of the work. 
Many have been occafion*d by an injudicious endea- 
iKmr to esalt Virpi which is m«ch the (ame, as if one 
ftoold think to raife the fuperflrwfhire by under- 
mining the foundation : One would imagine by the 
whole courfe of their pandleb,that thefe Criticks ne* 
lerTo mach as heard of Homer* s having written &fl^ 
a confideration which whoever compares thefe two 
Poets ought to have always in his eye. Some accufe 
•Um fn the fame things which they overlook or praife 
in dieodier; as when they prefer the fable and moral 
of die JEmgis to thofe of the JUdd^ for the fame rea^ 
Ions whkh might fet the Odyffis above the JEmh: as 
that the Heroe is a wifcr man : and the a<^on of the 
-one more beneficial to his country dian that of the 
odier : Or elfe they blame him for not doing what he 
never defign'd; as becaufe Achilles is not as good and 
perfed a Prince as JEneas, when the very moral of his 
:poem rcqmr'd a contrary chara^er : It is thus that 
^fm judges isi his compariibn of Homer and VirpU 
Others &le^ thofe particular parages of Hemer^ which, 
are not fo laboured as fome that VirgU drew out oi 
them : This is the whole manageaient of SatUger in 
Us Pietiae. Others quarrel with what they take for 
low and mean expreffions^ ibmetimes thro' a filfe 
ddicacy and reinement, oftner from an ignorance of 
the graces of the original: and then triutnph intho 
avkwardnefs of their (ownti:^flations: This is the 
-eoDdnA o£ Pienmk in his P^rdUs. LaiUy, there ar«^ 
-others^ who 'pretending to a fairer proceeding » di^ 
' IKi gaifli between the perfontd merit oi Homers andr 
1te-^;h9«o«i^fafltMRhtt'aLqy^om« t9 aSElg^thA 
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etafes of the great reputation of the iiui, they found 
it upon the ignorance of his times, and the prejudice 
of thofe that followed : And in purfuance of this prin- 
ciple, they make thofe accidents (fuch as the conten- 
tion of the cities, v^c.) to be the caufes of his fame, 
tvhich were in reality the confequences of his merit. 
The fame might as well be faid of Virgil^ or any great 
author, whofe general charader will infallibly raiie 
many cafual additions to their reputation. This is 
the method of Monf. de la mati; who yet confefles 
upon the whole, that ill whatever age/i£)f»#rhad liv'd* 
he muft have been the greateft Poet of his nation^ 
and that he may be faid in this fenfe to be the mafter 
even of thofe who furpafs'd him. 

In all thefe objeiftions we lee nothing that contra- 
dids his title to the honour of the chief Invintion ; 
and as long as this (which is indeed the charaderiftic 
of Poetry itfelf) remains unequal'd by his followers, 
he ftill continues fuperior to them. A cooler judg- 
ment may commit fewer faults, and be more approv'd 
in the eyes of om fort of Criticks : but that warmth of 
fancy will carry the loudefl and moft univerfal applau- 
fes, which holds the heart of a reader under the 
ilrongeft enchantment. Homer not only appears the 
Inventor of poetry, but excels all the inventors of 
other arts in this, that he has fwallow'd up the ho- 
nour of thofe who fucceeded him. What he has 
done admitted no increafe, it only left room for con- 
tradion or regulation. He (hew'd all the (Iretch of fan- 
. cy at once ; and if he has f^iVi hi fome of his flights, 
it was but becaufe he attempted every thing. A woit 
of this kind feems Uke a mighty Tree which rifes from 
the moft vigorous feed, is improved with induftry, 
iourifhes, and produces the fineft fruit; nature and 
art confpire to raife it ; pleafure and profit join 
to make it valuable : and they who find the juftefir 
Miults, bstre only Mi% that a few hrancha (wUch 

run 
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run luxuriant thro* a richnefs of nature]' might be 
lopp'd into form to give it a more rci^uUr appearance. 

Having now fpoken of the beauties and defcds of 
the original, it remains to treat of the tranilaiion, 
with the fame view to the chief charadcriilic. As 
far as that is feen in the main parts of the poem, fuch as 
the fable, manners, and fentunents, no tranflaror can 
prejudice it but by wilful omifiions or contractions. 
As it alfo breaks out in every particular image, defcrip- 
tion, and fimile ; whoever Iclfens or too muchfoficns 
thofe, takes off from this chief charadter. It is the 
£rft grand duty of an interpreter to give his auihor 
entire and unmaim'd ; and for the rell, the dnitiun 
and verfification only are his proper province; fiacc 
thefe muft be his own, but the others he is to take 
as he finds them. 

It (hould then be conlider'd what methods may af- 
ford feme equivalent in our language for the graces 
of thefe in the Greek. It is certain no literal tranfla- 
tion can be juft to an excellent original in a fupcrior 
language : but it is a great millake to imagine (as ma- 
ny have done^ that a rafli paraphrafc can make a- 
mcnds for this general defedl ; which is no lefs in 
danger to lofe the fpirit of an ancient, by deviating 
into the modern manners of expreffion. If there be 
fometime a darknefs, there is often a light in antiqui- 
ty, which nothing better prefer ves than a verfion al- 
moft literal. I know no liberties one oudit to take, 
but thofe which are neceffary for transfuung the fpi- 
rit of the original, and fupporting the poetical Ityle 
, of the tranilation: and I will venture to fay, thcte 
.have not been more men mifledin former times by a 
"fcrvilc dull adherenceto the letter, than have been 
deluded in ours by a chimerical infolent hope of iai- 
■ fing and improving their author. It is not to be 
doubted that the /r^ of the poem is wliSil 21 Xx^x^^^v^x 
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iftiould principally regard, as it is moft likely to expire 
in his managing : •However it is his fafeft way to be 
content with prefervingthis to his utmoft in the whole, 
without endeavouring to be more than he finds his 
author is, in any particular place. *Tis a great fecret 
in writing to know when to be plain, and when poe- 
>tical and figurative; and it is what jHb/wfr will teach 
■JUS, if we will but follow modeftly in his footfteps. 
Where his didion is bold and lofty, let us raife ours 
as high as we can ; but where his is plain and humble, 
• we ought not to be deterr*d from imitating him by the 
fear of incurring the cenfurc of a mere Englijb Cri- 
tick. Nothing that belongs to Homer feems to have 
been more commonly mifta ken than the juft pitch of 
Jiis ftyle : Some of his tranflators having fwell'd into 
fuftian in a proud confidence of the fubltme ; others 
funk into flatnefs in a cold and timorous notion of 
fimf Itchy. Methinks I fee thefe different followers of 
Homer ^ fome fweating and ftraining after him by vio- 
lent leaps and bounds (the certain figns of falfe mettle) 
others llowly andfervilely creeping in his train, while 
the Poet himfelf is all the time proceeding with an 
unaffeded and equal majefty before them. However 
of the two extremes one could fooner pardon frenzy 
than frigidity : No author is to be envy'd for fuch 
-commendations as he tnay gain by that charatEler of 
ftyle, which his friends rouft agree together to cdl 
^Jimplichy, and the reft of the world wiH.call dulnefs. 
TThere is a graceftiland dignify*dfimplidty,as^ell as 
^ bald and fordid one, which differ as much from each 
otlier as the ahr of a plain man from thatof afloven: 
*Tis one thing to be tricked up, and another not to 
^ drefs'd at alL Simplicity is the mean between 
•oftentation and rufticity. 

This pure and noble fimpHcity is no where in fnch 
'pcrit&xon as in the fcrlfture and our author. One 
m^y affirm with all rtfpe£t to the inspired writings, 
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that the divine Spirit made ufe of no other words but 
what were intelligible and common to men at that 
time, and in that part of the world; and as Homer is 
the author neareft to thole, his ftyle mull of courfc 
bear a greater refemblance to the facred books than 
that of any other writer. This confideration (toge- 
ther with what has been obferv'd of the parity of fome 
of his thoughts) may methinks induce a tranflator on 
the one hand to give into feveral of thofe general phra- 
fes and manners of cxpreffion, which have attained a 
veneration even in our language from being ufed in the 
Old Teftament ; as on the other, to avoid thofe which 
have been appropriated to the Divinity, and in a man- 
ner confign'd to myftery and religion. 

For a farther prefervation of this air of fimplicity, 
a particular care (hould be taken to exprefs with all 
plainnefs thofe moral fentences and froverbial fpeeches 
which are fo numerous in this Poet. They hava 
fomething venerable, and as I may fay oracular, in 
that unadom*d gravity and ftiortnefs with which they 
are dclivcr'd : a grace which would be utterly loft by 
endeavouring to give them what we call a moreinge* 
nious (that is a more modern) turn in the paraphrafe. 
Perhaps the mixture of fome GrAcifms and old words 
after the m^nntr of Milton^ if done without too much 
aflfeftation, might not have an ill efFed in a verfion 
of this particular work, which moft of any other 
fcems to require a venerable antique caft. But cer- 
tainly the ufe of modern terms of war and government, 
fuch as platoon^ campagne, junto ^ or the like (into 
which fome of his tranilators have fallen) cannot be al- 
lowable; thofe only excepted, without which it is 
impoffible to treat the fubjedls in any living language. 

There are two peculiarities in Homer* $ didlion which 
ate a fort of marks or moUs^ by which every common 
CTC difttnguiflies him at firft fight : Thofe who are not 
w greatcft tdmireis look upon them ^% dftteOc^, ^t^^ 
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thofc who arc, feem pleafed with them as beauties. 1 
ipeak of his compound epithets and of liis repetitions. 
Many of the former cannot be done hterally into 
EngUlh without deftroying the purity of our language. 
I believe fuchlhould be retain'd asflideeafily ofthem- 
felvesinto an Enghfli-compound, without violence to 
the ear or to the receiv'd rules of compofition ; as 
well as thofe which have receiv'd a fandtion from the 
authority of our belt poets, and are become farhiliar 
thro' their ufe of them ; fuch as the cloud-compelling 
^ove, vc. As for the reft, whenever any can be as 
fully and fignificantly expreft in a fmgle word as in a 
compoun'ded one, the courfe to be taken is obvious. 
Some that cannot be fo turn'd as to prefer vc their 
full image by one or two words, may have juftice 
done them by circumlocution ; as the epithet «\«r/- 
^wAA^ to a mountain, would appear httle or ridicu- 
lous tranilated literally leaf-jhaking, but affords a ma- 
jeftic idcz. in the periphrajis : The lofty mountain Jhakes 
his waving.woods. Others that admit of diflfering fig- 
nificaiious, may receive an advantage by a judicious 
variation according to the occafions on which they 
are introduc'd. For example, the epithet of jifollo, 
Ur^o/^f^'y or far-Jhootingf is capable of two expUca- 
tions ; one literal in refped of the darts and bow, the 
enligns of that God ; the other allegorical with regard 
to the rays of the fun : Therefore in fuch places 
where j^pollo is reprefented as a God in perfon, I 
would ule the former interpretation, and where die 
effects of the fun are defcrib'd, I would make choice 
of tlie latter. Upon the whole, it will be neceffary 
to avoid that perpetual repetition of the fame epithets 
which we find in Homer, and which, tho* it might be 
accommodated (as has been already fliewn) to the 
ear of thofc times, is by no means fo to ours : But 
one may wait for opportunities ; of placing them» 
where they derive an additional beauty from the oo 
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cafions on which they are employed ; and in doing 
this properly, a tranflator may at once (hew his fancy 
and his judgment. 

As for Home/ s repttitions-, we may divide them into 
three forts ; of whole narrations and fpeechcs, of fmglt 
fentences, and of one verfe or hemiftkh. I hope Jt 
is not impoffible to have fuch a regard to thefe, as 
neither to lofe fo known a mark of the author on the 
one hand, nor to offend the reader too much on tlie 
other. The repetition is not ungraceful in thofe 
fpeeches where the dignity of the fpeaker renders it x 
fort of infolencc to alter his words; as in the med'a- 
gcs from Gods to men, or from higher powers to in- 
feriors in concerns of ftate, or where the ceremonial 
of religion feems to require it, in the folemn forms 
of prayers, oaths, or the like. In other cafes, I be* . 
lieve the beft rule is to be guided by the nearnefs, or 
^iftancc, at which the repetitions areplac'dinthe ori- 
ginal: When they folk>w too dofe one may vary the 
cxpreffion, but it is a queftion whether a profefs'd 
tranflator be authorized to omit any : If tliey be te- 
4ious, the author is to anfwer for it. 

It only remains to fpeak of the verfijkatton, Honj& 
(as has been faid^ is perpetually applying the found to 
thefenfe, and varying it on every new fubjedl. This 
is indeed one of the moft exquifite beauties ofpoeiiy, 
and attainable by very few : I know only of Homer 
eminent for it in the Greeks and Virgil in LAt'm. I 
am fenfible it is what may fometimes happen by 
chance, when a writer is warm, and fully poifeft ot 
his image : however it may be reafonably belie ve(i 
they defign'd this, in whofe verfe it fo manifelHy ap- 
pears in a fuperior degree to all others. P'ew readers 
nave the ear to be judges of it, but thofe who hav« 
will fee I have cndeavour'd at this beauty. 

Upon the whole, I muft confefs my felf utterly in*- 
capable of doing^ j uftice to Homir. I attempt ton m 
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no other hope but that which one may entertain 
without much vanity, of giving a more tolerable co- 
py of him than any entire translation in verfe has yet 
done. We have only thofe of Chapman^ hMs, and 
Ogilhy, Chapman has taken the advantage of an im* 
mcaiurable length of verfe, notwithftandiag which 
there is fcarce any paraphrafe more loofe and ram- 
bling than his. He has frequent interpolations of four 
or &x hnes, and I remember one in the thirteenth 
book of the Odyfes, f.-^ji, where he has fpnn twenty 
verfes out of two. He is often miilaken in fo bold a 
manner, that one might think he deviated on pur* 
pofe, if he did not in other places of his notes infift 
fo much upon verbal trifles. He appears to have iKid 
a ftrong affedation of extrading new meanings out of 
his author, infomuch as to promife in his rhyming 
preface, a poem of the myfteries he had reveal'd in 
Homer; and perhaps he endeavoured to Ih^in the ob* 
iriousfenfeto this end. His expreifion is involved in 
fuflian, a fault for which he was remarkable in his 
original writings, as in the tragedy oiBuJJydAfnbolfi, 
t^c. In a word, the nature of the man may account 
for his whole performance; for he appears from his 
preface and remarks to have been of an arrogant turn, 
and an enthufiaft in poetry. His own boaft of having 
finifh'd half the Mad in lefs than fifteen weeks, (hews 
witii what negligence his veriion was performed. 
But that which is to be allowed him, and which very 
much contributed to coverhisdefcds, is a daring fiery 
fpirit that animates his tranflation, whichis fomething 
like what one might imagine Homer himfelf would 
have writ before he arriv'd to years of difcretion. 

Hobbes has given wt a coned explanation of the 

fenfe in general, but for particulars and circumftan- 

ces he continually lopps them, and often omits the 

moft beautiful. As for its being eftcem'd a clofe 

trimjasLtion, I doubt not many haTC beea led into that 
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error by tiie ftiortnefs of it, which proceeds not from 
his following the original line by line, but from the 
contradlions abovc-mentionecL He fometimes omits 
whole fimiles and fentences, and is now and then 
guilty of miftakes, into which no writer of his learn- 
ing could have fallen, but thro' carelefnefs. His 
poetry, as well as Ogilbys^ is too mean for criticifm. 

It is a great lofs to the poetical world that Mr. Dr)^ 
itn did not live to tranilate the Iliad. He has left us 
only the firft book, and a fmall part of the fixth; in 
which if he has in fome places not truly interpreted 
the fenfe, or prefcrved the antiquities, it ought to be 
txcofed on account of the hafte he was obliged to 
write in. He feems to have had too much regard to 
Chapman^ whofe words he fometimes copies, and 
has unhappily followed him in paflages where he 
wanders from the original. However, had he tran- 
Hated the whole work, I would no more have at- 
tempted Hotner after him than Virgil^ (his verfion of 
Whom notwithftanding fome human errors) is the 
ttioft noble and fpirited tranllation I know in any lan- 
guage. But the fate of great Genius's is like that oi 
great Minifters, tho' they are confelTedly the firft in 
the commonwealth of letters, they muft be envy'd and 
alumniated only for being at the head of it. 

That which in my opinion ought to be the endea- 
vour of any one who tranflates Horner^ is above all 
things to keep alive that fpirit and fire which makes 
his chief charader: In particular places, where the 
fenfe can bear any doubt, to follow the ftrongeft and 
moft poetical, as moft agreeing with that charafter; 
to copy him in all the variations of his ftylc, and the 
diflferent modulations of his numbers ; to prefervc, in 
the more aAive or defcriptive parts, a warmth and 
elevation ; in the more i^date or narrative, a plain- 
nAfr ^^A r^t......j».^ ^ j^ jjj^ (pfeches, a fullnefs and 

pcrlpicuity ; m the fcnteiices, a (hortneis and gra- 
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vity : Not to negler^ even the little figures and turns on 
the words, nor Ibmctimes ihe very raft of the peri- 
ods; neither to omit or confound any rites orculloms 
ofantiquiiy: Perhaps too he ought to include the whole 
in a (horror compais, thnn has hitherto been done by 
any tranfiator, who has tolerably preferved cither the 
fcnfe or poetry. What I would farther recommend 
to him, is to Audy his author rather from his own 
text, than from any commentaries, how learned fo- 
evcr, or whatever figure they may make in the elli- 
mation of the world; to confider him attentively in 
comparifon with Virgil above all the ancients, and 
with Milton above all the moderns. Next ihefe, the 
Archbithop of Camhays TeUmachus may give him 
the trueft idea of the Ipirit and turn of our author, 
and BojJhs admirable treatife of the Epic poem the 
juftefi: notion of his defign and condud. But after 
all, with whatever judgment and iludy a man may 
proceed, or with whatever happinefs he may perform 
inch a work, he muft hope to pkafe but a few ; thoft 
only who have at once a tafte of poetry, and com- 
petent learning. For to fatisfy fuch as want either, 
is not in the nature of this undertaking ; fince a mere 
modern wit can like nothing that is not modern^ and 
a pedant nothing that is not Greek, 

What I have done is fubmitted to the publickj 
from whofe opinions I am prepared to learn ; tho* 1 
feat no judges fo little as our beft poets, who are mod 
ienfible of the weight of this tafk. As for the word. 
Svhatever they (halTpleafe to fay, they may give me 
ibme concern as they are unhappy men, but none 
as they are malignant writers. I was guided in thii 
tranflation by judgments very different from theirs, 
and by perfons for whom they can have no kindnefs. 
I'f an old obfervation be true, that rhf^ ftronecft anti- 
pathy in the world h tW of fools tp men o^ ^it 
Mr. Mdifon was the firft. whofe advice dctermm < 
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at to undertake this tafk, who was pleas'd to write" 
to me upon that occafion in fuch terms as I cannot 
repeat without vanity. I was obliged to Sir Rkhard 
Stiele for a very early recommendation of my under- 
taking to the pubhck. Dr. Sivifi promoted my inte- 
Kft with that warmth with which he always ferves 
liis friend. The humanity and franknefs of Sir Sa-^ 
fnnel Garth are what I never knew wanting on any 
occafion. I muft alfo acknowIcdg.e with infinite plea-^ 
fure, the many friendly offices, as well as fin cere 
criticifms of Mr. Congreve, who had Jed me the way 
in tranflating fome parts of Emmery as I wifli for the 
feke of the world he had prevented me in the reft. 
I muft add the names of Mr. Kowe and Dr. Farnelly 
the' I (hall take a farther opportunity of doing juftice 
to the laft^ whofe good nature (to give it a great pa- 
negyrick) is. no lefs extenfive than his learning; The 
favour of thefe gentlemen is not entirely undefcrved 
by one who bears them fo true an affedlion. But 
what can I fay of the honour fo many of the (Sreat 
tave done me, while the firft names of the age appear 
as my fubfcribers^ and the moft diftinguiOi'd patrons 
and ornaments of learning as my chief encotiragers. 
Among thefe it is a particular pleafure to me to find,, 
that my higheft obligations are to fuch who have done 
moft honour to the name of Poet: That his Grace 
the Duke, of Buckingham was not difplcas'd I (hould 
undertake the Author to whom he has given (in hit 
excellent iij^^rj the fineft praife he ever yet rcceiv'd; 

J^ad Homer once, and'jou can read na morey 
Tor all things elfe appear fo mean and poor, 
Verfe will feem Profe : yet often on him looky 
And you will hardly need another book, 

'Riat the Earl of Halifax was one of the firft ro 
fivour vatp of whom it is hard to fay whether the 
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advancement of the polite arts is more owing to his 
generoiity or his example. That fuch a genius as 
my Lord Bolingbroki^ not more dillinguiih'd in the 
great fcenes of bufinefs, than in all the ufeful and 
entertaining parts of learning, has not refused to be 
the <:ritick of thefe (beets, and the patron of their 
writer. And that fo excellent an imitator of Homer 
as the noble author of the Tragedy of Heroick Love^ 
has continu'd his partiaUty to me, from my writing 
Paftorals, to my attempting the Iliad. I cannot de- 
ny my felf the pride of confefling, that I have had 
the advantage not only of their advice for the con- 
dudl in general, but their correftion of feveral parti- 
<:ulars of this tranflation. 

I could fay a great deal of the pleafure of being 
diftinguifti'd by tibe Earl of Canarvon, but it is al- 
moft abfurd to particularize any one generous a<ftion 
in a perfon whofe whole life is a continu'd feries of 
them. The Right Honourable Mr. Stanhope^ the pre- 
fent Secretary of State, will pardon my delire of ha- 
ving it known that he was pleas'd to promote this af- 
fair. The particular zeal of Mr. Harcourt (the fon of 
the late Lord Chancellor), gave me a proof how much 
I am honoured in a (hare of his friendftiip. I njuft at- 
tribute to the fame motive that of feveral others of 
my friends, to whom all acknowledgments are ren- 
dered unneceffary by the privileges of a familiar cor- 
refpondence : And I am fatisfy'd I can no way better 
oblige men of their turn, than by my lilence. 

In fhort, I have found more patrons than everif^- 
fner wanted. He would have thought himfelf happy 
to have met the fame favour at Athens^ that has been 
(hewn me by its learn'd Rival, the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford. If my author had the Wits of after-ages for his 
defenders, his tranflator has had the Beauties of the 
prefent for his advocates ; a pleafure too great to be 
^changed for znj fame in xcvexaotu And lean hard- 
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Ij envy him thofc pompous honours he receiv'd «f- 
tct death , when I reflet on the CDJoymcnt of fo 
ninf agreeable obligations, and cafy fricndfliips, 
whidi make the fatisfaAion of life. This di^nAion 
is the more to be acknowledg'd, as it is (hewn to one 
fhoiit pen has never gratify'd the prejudices of par- 
ticulir farms, or the vanities of particular mtn. 
Whatever the fucccfs may prove, I Ihall never repent 
of an undertaking in which I have cxpcrienc'd the 
cindour and fiicndihip of fo many perfons of merit ; 
and in which I hope to pats fome of thofc years of 
youth that are generally loft in a circle of follies, af- 
ter a manner neither wholly unufcful to others, noi 
difagreeable to my fdf. 
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THEREisfomethingin thcmmdof man, 
which goes beyond bare curioGty, and c- 
Ten carries us on to a ftiadow of friend- 
fliip with thore great genius's whom we 
have known to excel in former ages. Nor 
will it appear lefs to any one, who confiders how 
mnch it partakes of the nature of friendfliip ; how it 
coDipoiuds.itre]f ofia admindoa lus'd ^ 'w^^x^* 
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meet with concerning thenf^ ; a tendency to be far- 
ther acquainted with them, by gathering every cir 
cumfiance of their lives ; a kind of complacency 
in their company, when we retire to enjoy wha 
they have left; an union with them in thoft 
fentimcnts they approve ; and an endeavour tc 
defend them , when we think they are injuriou- 
fly attacked, or even fometimes with too partial ar 
affedion. 

There is alfo in mankind a fpirit of envy or oppo- 
fition, which makes them uneafy to fee others oi 
the fame fpecics feated far above them in a fort ol 
perfedtion. And this, at leaft fo far as regards the 
fame of writers, has not always been known tc 
dye with a man, but to purfue his remains with 
idle traditions, and weak conjedures ; fo that his 
name, which is not to be forgotten, (hallbepreferv'd 
only to be ftain'd and blotted. The controverfy, 
which was carry'd on between the author and his e- 
nemies, while he was Hving, fliall dill be kept on 
foot ; not entirely upon his own account, but on 
theirs who Uve after him; fome being fond to praife 
extravagantly, and others as raflily eager to contra- 
did his admirers. This proceeding, on both fides, 
%\\t^ us an image of the firft defcriptions of war, 
iuch as the lltad affords; where a Heroe difputes the 
field with an army 'till it is his time to dye, and then 
the battel, which we expeded to fall of courfe, i^ 
renew'd about: the body; his friends contending that 
they may embalm and honour him, his enemies that 
they may call it to the dogs and vultures. 

There are yet others of a low kind of tafte, who, 
without any malignity to the chara<flcr of a great au- 
thor, leflen the dignity^ of their fubjed by infilling 
too meanly upon little particularities. They imagine 
it the part of an hillorian to omit nothing they meet 

with, concerning him ; Mid gather every thing with- 
out 
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out any diftinftion, to the prejudice or neglcA of 
the more noble parts of his chara<ftcr : like thofc tri- 
fling painters, or fculptors, who beftow infinite pains 
Bnd patience upon the itk)ft infignificant parts of a 
figure, 'till they fink the grandeur of the whole, 
by flniflwng every thing with the neateft want of 
judgment. 

Befides thefe, there is a fourth fort of men, who 
pretend to diveft thcmfclves of partiality on both 
fides, and to get above that imperfect idea of their 
fubjed, which little writers fell into ; who propoffe 
to thcmfelves a calm fearch after truth, and a ratio- 
nal adherence to probability in their hiftorical col- 
lections : Who neither wifti to be led into the fables 
of poetry, nor are willing to fbpport the falfehoods 
of a malignant criticifm ; but, endeavouring to ftecT 
in a middle way, have obtained a chara(^er of failing 
lead in the choice of materials for hiftory , tho* 
drawn from the darkeft ages. 

Being therefore to write fomething concerning a 
Life, which there is little prof}>ed^ of our knowing, 
8fter it has been the fruitlefs enquiry of fo many ages, 
and which has however been thus differently treated 
l>y hiftorians, I (hall endeavour to fpeak of it not as 
a certainty, but as the tradition, opinion, or colle- 
fton of authors, who have been fuppos'd to write 
of mmer in thefe four preceding methods, to which 
^e alfo (hall add fome farther conjedlures of our 
own. After his life ha$ been thus rather talk'd of than 
written, I fhall coniider him hiflorically as an au- 
thor, with regard to thofe works which he has left 
behind him : In doing which , we may trace the 
degrees of eftcem they have obtain'd in different 
periods of time, and regulate our prefent opinion 
of them, by a view of that age in wliich they were 
writ. 
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I. I. If yre take a view of Hornet 

Stmts •/ Ho- thofe fabulous traditions which the 
5#%V*?*'#/ tH' miration of the ancient heathens 
trtvagant ad- occafion'd, we find them running 
miratioii. fuperi^ition, and multiply'd and in 

pendent on one another, in the di 
rent accounts which are given with relped to JB^ 
and Greece^ the two native countreys of fable. 

We have one in* Euftaihius moft ftrangely frat 
which Alexander Papbius has reported concerning 
mers birth and infancy. That *• he was born in 
* gypf of DamafagoTAs and £jthray and brought U] 
" a daughter oiOruSf the prieft of Ifisy who was 1 
** felf a prophetefs, and from whole breads drop 
•* honey would frequently diftil into the moutl 
** the infant. In the night-time the firft found 
•* utter'd were the notes of nine feveral birds; in 
" morning he was found playing with nine dove 
•* the bed: The Sybil, who attended him, us*d t< 
" feiz'd with a poetical fury, and utter veiJes. 
" which (he commanded Damafa^^oras to build a T( 
" pie to the Mufes : This he perform'd in obedie 
•* to her infpiration, and related all thefe thing 
" the child when he was grown up; who, in mei 
" ry of the doves whicii play'd with him. during 
•* infancy, has in his works preferr'd this bird to 
y honour of bringing Ambrofia to Jupiter'. 

One would tiiin\ a ftory of this nature, fo fit 
age to talk of, and infancy to hear, were incapi 
of being handed down to us. But we find the tr. 
tion again taken up to be heighten'^ in one p: 
and carry'd forward in another. ^ Heliodorus^ v 
kad heard of this claim which Mgypt^Ml in for H^;: 
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Tours to ftrengthen it by naming Thehts for the 
ilar place of his birth. He allows too, that a 
was his reputed father, but that his real father 
ling to the opinion of JEgyft^ was Mercury : He 
" That when the Prlelt was celebrating the 
IS of his countrey, and therefore llept with his 
s in the Temple, the God had knowledge of 
, and begot Homer: That he was born with 
s of hair on his ^ thigh, as a fign of unlawful 
eration, from whence he was cali'd Homer by 
nations through which he wander'd : That he 
ifelf was the occafion why this ftory of his di- 
c extradlion is unknown; becaufe he neither 
1 his name, race, nor countrey, being afliam'd 
[lis exile, to which his reputed father drove 
1 from among the confecrated youths, on ac^ 
nt of that mark, which their Priefts cftecm'd a 
mony of an inccftuous birth." 
ife are the extravagant ftories by which men, 
lave not been able to exprefs how much they 
5 him, tranfccnd the bounds of probability to 
mething extraordinary. The mind, that be- 
dazled with the fight of his performances, lo- 
common idea of a man in thefanfy'dfplendor 
fedion : It fees nothing lefs than a God worthy 
his father, nothing lei's than a Prophetefs de- 
l to be his Nurle; and, growing unwilling that 
aid be fpoTcen of in a language beneath its ima* 
)ns, delivers fables in the place of hiftory. 
whatever has thus been ofFer'd to fupport the 
of JEgyptt they who plead for Greece are not 
accus'd for coming (hort of it.- Their fancy 
ith a refinement above that of their mafters, 
equently the veil of fidtion is wrought fine e- 
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nough to be feen through, fo that it hardly hides the 
meaning it is made to cover, from the firft glance of 
the imagination. For a proof of this, we may men- 
tion that poetical genealogy which is deliver'dfor Ife- 
mnSf in the ^ Greek Treatife of the contention be- 
tween him and Hefiod, and but little vary'd by the 
relation of it in Suidas. 

The Poet Lmusy (fay they) was bom of Afolkf 
and Theofe the daughter of Neftun^, Pkrus of J^ 
** nus: (EAgrus of King Piertts and the Nymph -Wir- 
thane: Orpheus of (Edgrns and the Mufe Cal^pe, 
From Orpheus czme Othrys; from him Harmonidis i 
from him Philoterpus; from him Euphemus ; firoa 
** him Epiphrades^ who begot Menalops, the father 
of 2>ius ; D'ius had Hejwd the Poet and Perfes by 
«« Pueamede, the daughter of Apello: Then P#rj^ 
" had M^on^ on whofe daughter Crytheis, the river 
«< Meles begot Homer:* 

Here we behold a wonderful genealogy, contrived 
induflriouily to raife our idea to the higheft, where 
Gods, Goddefles, Mufes, Kings, and Poets link in a 
defcent ; nay, where Poets are made to depend^ at 
it were,, in clufters upon the fame flalk beneath one 
another. If we conlider too that Harmomdes is dc» 
riv'd from harmony, Philoterpus from love of delight, 
Euphemus from beautiful diAion, Epiphrades from in- 
telligence, and Pucamede from prudence ; it may not 
be improbable, but the inventors meant, by a fidtioi 
of this nature, to turn fuch qualifications into perfons, 
as were agreeable to his charaAer, for whom the line 
was drawn: So that every thing, divine or great, 
will thus come together by the extravagant indul- 
gence of fancy, while it turns itfelf fometimes to ad-' 
miration, and fometimes to allegory. 
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After this fabulous tree of his pedigree, we may 
ivgularly vicwhim in one pafage concerning his birth, 
which, though it differs in a circumflance from what 
ins been here dcliver'd, yet carries on the fame air, 
and regards the iamc traditions. There is a Aiortlife 
of Homer attributed to Plutarch^ wherein a third part 
of Arifiotie on poetry, which is now loft, is quoted 
for an account of his uncommon birth, in this man- 
ner. " At the time when NeUusy the fon of Codrus^ 
" led the colony which was fent into Ionia, there 
" was in the ifland of lo a young girl, comprdTs'd by 
** a GenutSf who delighted to afibdate with the Mt^ 
**fist and (Iiare in their conforts. She, finding her* 
** felf with child, and being touch'd with the (hame 
** of what had happened to her, remov'd from thence 
" to a place call*d JEgha. There (he was taken in an 

* excurfion made by robbers, and being brought to 
'' SmymMy which was then under the Lydians, they 
** gave her to Mdum the King, who marry *d her upon 
<* account of her beauty, fint while (he walk*d on 

* Ae bank of the river MeUij (he brotight forth He* 

* »«r, and expir'd. The infiant was taken by Mdon^ 
" and bred up as his fon, 'till the death of that 
•• Prince." And from this point of the ftory the 
Poet is let down into his traditional poverty. Here 
We fee, tho' he be taken out of the lineage of Meles, 
where we met him before, he has ftill as wonderful a 
rife invented for him ; he is Itill to fpring from a De- 
*W|«rf, one who was of a poetical difpofition, fron? 
whom he might inherit a foul tum'd to poetry, and 
ftccive an affiflance of heavenly infpiration. 

In his life the moft general tradition concerning 
Km is his bllndnefsy yet there are fome who will not 
'flow even this to have happen'd after the manner in 
which it falls upon other men : Chance and ficknefs 
^rc excluded ; nothing lefs than Gods and heroes mufl 
1^ YiHUy concern'd about htm. Thus we find amon g 
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the different accounts which « Hirmias has colIeAed 
concerning his blindnefs, that when Homer refolv'd 
to write of Achilles^ he had an exceeding defire to 
fill his mind with a juft idea of fo glorious a Hcroc: 
Wherefore, having paid all due honours at his tomb> 
he intreats that he may obtain a fight of him. The 
heroe grants his Poet's petition, and rifes in a jjori* 
ous fUit of armour, which caft fo unfuflerable a Iplcn* 
dor, that Homer loft his eyes, while he gftz*d for fte 
enlargement of his notions. 

If this be any thing more than a m«re fable, one 
would be apt to imagine it infmuated his contradinga 
blindnefs by too intenfe an application while he wrote 
his lltAd. But it is a very pompous way of letting us 
into the knowledge of fo (hort a truth : It looks as if 
men imagin'd the lives of poets fiiould be poeticallf 
written; that to fpeak plainly of them, were to fpcak 
contemptibly; or that we debafe them, when they . 
are plac'd in lefs glorious company than thofe exalted 
fpirits which they themfelves have been fond to ccl^ 
brate. We may however in fome meafurc be.rccon* 
cil'd to this laft idle fable, for having occaiion'd- fo 
beautiful an Epifode in the Amhra of Polirian. That 
which does not inform us in a hiftory, maypleafeoi 
in its proper fpherc of poetry. 

II. II- Such ftorics as thefc have bcca 

StnUj^f Homtt the effeAs of a fupcrfHtious fbndncfs, 

Jnvy. ^"^ o^^^ aftonifibment of men at what 

they confidcr in a view of perfeAiom 
But neither have all the fame tafte,. nor do they c- 
qually fubmit to the fuperiority of others, nor bear 
that human nature, which they know to be imperfeft, 
fhould be prais'd in an extream without oppofition. 
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fome principles of this kindhavearifena fecond 
»f ilorieSy which glance at Homer with malignant 
ditions, and endeavour to throw a diminiihing 
irer his life, as a kind of anfwer to thofe who 
Lt to aggrandize him injudicioufly. 
ider this head we may reckon thofe ungrounded 
:dures with which his adverfaries afperfe the very 
1 and profecution of his travels, when they infi- 
I, that they were pne continued fearch after au- 
who had written before him, and particularly 
the fame fubjed, in order to deftroy them, or 
b them of their inventions. 
}us we read in f Diodorus Siculus, " That there 
IS one Dafhne, the daughter of Tirefias, who 
)m her infpirations obtained the title of a SibyL 
.e had a very extraordinary genius, and being 
ade prieftefs. at Delphos, wrote oracles with won- 
if ul elegance, which Homer fought for, and a- 
H-n'd his poems yv'ith feveral of her verfes/* But 
; placed fo far in the fabulous age of the world, 
nothing can be averr'd of her : And as for the 
s now afcrib'd to the Sfhyls, they are more mo- 
than to be able to confirm the (lory ; which, as 
univerfally aiTented to, difcovers that whatever 
: is in them in common with Homer, the com- 
5 have rather taken from him ; perhaps to 
gthen the authority of their work by the pro- 
Dn of this tradition* 

he next infinuation we hear is from Suldas^ that 
medesy who fought at Troy, was famous for poe- 
and wrote concerning that war in t\it Dorlck let- 
^hich he invented, probably much againft Aga-^ 
non and Vlyjfes, his. mortal enemies. Upon this 
unt fome have fanfy'd his works were fuppreis'd 
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by A%amem»ms pofterity, or that their entire i 
ftrudion was contriv'd and effetfted by H»imr wh 
he undertook the fame fubje^. But furely the woi 
of fo confiderable a man, when they had been ai 
to bear up fo long a time as that which pafs*d betwe 
the fiege of Tr^y, and the flourifliing of Homer, m 
have been too much difpers'd, for one of fo mear 
condition as he is rcprefented, to have dcftroy'd 
every place, tho* he had been never fo much affift 
by the vigilant temper of envy. And we may fay te 
that what might have been capable of railing thispri 
ciple in him, mud be capable of being in fome mt 
fure efteem'd, and of having at lead one line of 
preferv'd to us. 

After him, in the order of time, we meet witl 
whole fet of names, to whom the maligners of I 
mer would have him obliged, without being able 
prove their aflcrtion. Snidas mentions Coriimm Jlit 
fisy the fecretary of PaUmedes, who writ a poem u 
on the fame fubjedl, but no one is produced as havii 
feen it. g Tzetx^s mentions (and from Johannes k 
lala only) Sffyphus the Coan^ fecretary of Tencer, b 
it is not fo much as known if he writ verfe or pro: 
Befides thefe, are Di^iys the Cretdn^ fecretary to U 
mentusy and Dares the Phrygian an attendant ofHeSh 
who have fpuriou$treatifes paffing under their nami 
From each of thefe i3 Homer faid to have borrowed 1 
wholeargument ; fo inconfiftent are thefe (lories wi 
one another. 

The next names we find, are Demodocus, who 
Homer might have met at Corcyra^ and Phemiks^v/ho 
he might have met at Ithaca : the one (as ^ Pl/ttar 
fays) having according to tradition written the war 
Tn7, the other the return x)f the Grecian captains. B 
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4efe arc only two names of friends, which he is 
pleas'd to honour with eternity in his poem, or two 
Afferent pidtures of himfelf as author of the llind and 
Orfxp;, or entirely the children of his imagination, 
>»ithout any particular allufion. So that his ufagc 
icrc, puts me in mind of his own Vulcan in the » Iliad : 
TTie God had caft two ftatues, which he endued with 
Ac power of motion; and it is faid prefcntly after, 
that he is fcarce able to go unlcfs they fupport him. 

It is reported by fome, fays ^ ptolemMs Efh^ftio, 
** That there was before Homer, a woman of Memphis, 
** oil'd Phantapa, who writ of the wzrs of Troy, and 
" the wandrings of Ulyjfes. Now Homer arriving at 
" Memphis where (he had laid up her works, and 
" getting acquainted with Phanhas, whofe bufmefs 
" it was to copy the facred writings, he obtain'd a 
** fight of thefe, and followed entirely the fchemefhe 
" had drawn." But this is a wild ftory, which fpeaks 
of an JEgyptian woman with a Greek name, and who 
never was heard of but upon this account. It ap- 
pears indeed from his knowledge of the JEgyptian 
learning, that he was initiated into their myikries, 
and for ought we know by one Phanitas. But if we 
confider what the name of the woman fignifies, it 
feems only as if from being us*d in a figurative ex- 
preffion, it had been raiftaken afterwards for a prober 
name. And then the meaning will be, that havmg 
gathered as much information concerning the Grecian 
and Trojan ftory, as he could be fumifti'd with from 
the accounts of ^gypt^ which were generally mix*d 
with fancy and fable, he wrought out his plans of the 
^ and the Odyjfey. 
■We pafs all thefe ftories, together with the little 
Siad of Siagrus, mentioned hy^^lian. But one can- 
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not leave this fubje<a witliout refleding on the d 
dating humour, and odd iiiduftry of man, > 
ihews itfelf in railing fuch a number of infmu; 
that clafli with each other, and in fpiriting up 1 
crowd of unwarranted names to fupport them, 
can we but admire at the contradi<ftory nature c 
proceeding; that names of works, which eithc 
vcr were in being, or never worthy to Hve, f 
"be produced only to perfuade us that the moft 1 
arid beautiful poem of tlie ancients was taken < 
them. A beggar might be content to patch up 
'ment with fuch (hreds as the world throws awa; 
it is never to be imagin'd an Emperor would 
his robes of them. 

After Homer had fpent a confiderable time in t 
we find him towards his age introduced to fuch an t 
as tends to his difptragement. It is not enou 
accufe him for fpoiling the dead,. they raife a '. 
author, by whom he muft be baffled in that qua 
tipn on which his fame is founded. 

There is in "> Hefiod an account of an ancient 
tical contention at the funeral <)f jimphUanu 
which, he fays, he obtained the prize, but do< 
mention from whom he carry'd it. There is a 
mbng the ^ Hymns afcrib'd to Homer ^ a prayer i 
nus for fuccefs in a poetical difpute, but it m 
mentions where, nor Sgainft whom. But tl 

;they have negleftcd to name their antagonifts,c 
have fince taken c^j^to fill up the llories by pi 
them together. ' Tltf making two fuch conMc 

, names in poetry engag'e, carries an amufing poi 
it, like making two heroes of the firfl rank ent( 

.Ms of comba^^ : And if Homer and Hefiod had 
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parties among the Grammarians^ here w;is an excel* 
lent opportunity ioxHefioSs favourers to make a facri- 
6ce of Hamtr. Hence a bare conje dture might fpread 
into ztradhlm^ then the tradition give occadon to an 
^igramj which is yet extant, and again the epigram 
(for want of knowing the time it was writ in) be al- 
ledg'd as a protf of that conjedure from whence it 
fprung. After this, a « whole treatife was written 
upon it , which appears not very ancient , becaufe it 
mentions -4^ri4»; The flory agrees in the main with 
the (hort account we find in p Plutarch^ " That Ga- 
** niihrf Xhtionoi Amphidamas^ Kingoi Euboea^ be- 
" ing us*d to celebrate his father's flmeral games, in- 
" vited from all parts men famous for ftrength and 
«< wifdom. Among thefe Homer and Hefiod arriv'd 
«« at Chalcis. The King Panidas preiided over the 
«* contcft, which being finiflVd, he decreed the Tri/^/ 
«« to Hefiod^ with this fentence, Tlwt the Poet of 
" peace and hufbandry better deferv'd to be crown'd, 
«* than the Poet of warand contention. Whereupon 
** Hefiod dedicated the prize to the mufes, with this 
^ inicription, 

** Ha-Uit^ M^TMi 'EXtiunirt riv^* ectUtiKeff 

Which are two lines taken from that place in Hefiod 
where he mentions no antagonift , and altcfd , diat 
the two names might be brought in, as is evident by 
comparing them with thcfe, 
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To anfwerthis ftory,wc may take notice that Hp/E»^ 
is generally plac'd zftcr Hdmer. GrAvius^ his own com- 
mentator, fets him a hundred years lower; and whe^ 
ther he were fo or no, jct^ Plutarch has flightlypafe-'d. 
the whole account as a fable. Nay, we may draw. an* 
argument againft it from Hefiod himfelf : He had a 
love of fame which caus'd him to engage at the fune- 
ral games, and which went fo far as to make him re*- 
cord his conqueft in his own works; had he defeated 
Homer, the fame principle would have made him 
mention a name that could have fecur'd his own to 
immoitahty. A Poet who records his glory, would 
not omit the noblelt circumftance, znd Homer^ like a 
captive prince , had certainly grac'd the triumph of 
his adverfary. 

Towards the latter end of his life, there is another 
ftory invented , which makes him conclude it in a 
maimer altogether beneath the greatnefs of a genius. 
We find in the life faid to be written by Plutarch, a 
tradition, " That he was warh'd by an oracle to be- 
•* ware of the young mens riddle. This remained 
" long obfcure to him, 'till he arrived at the iflandi^^.' 
** There as he fnt to behold the fifhermen, they pro- 
** pos'd to him a riddle in verfe, which he being 
" unable to anfwer, dy'd for grief." This ftory re- 
futes it felf, by carrying fuperftition at one end, 
and folly at the other. It feems concciv'd with an 
air of derifion, to lay a great man in the duft after a 
fuoliQi manner. The fame fort of hand might have 
fram'd that tale of w<rr//?i?r/«'s drowning himfelfbecaufe 
he could not account for the Euripus: The delign is 
the fame, the turn the fame; and all tlie difference, 
that the great men are each to fuffcr in his charadler, 
the one by a poetical riddle, the other by a fhilofofhical 
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tm. But thcfe are a<ftions which can only pro- 
. from the meannefs of pride, or extravagance of. 
nefs : A foul enlarg'd with knowledge (fo vaftly 
hat of Homtr) better knows the proper Itrefs 
:h is to be hid upon every incident, and the pro- 
ion of concern, or carelefnefs, with which it 
It to be affedled. But it is the fate of narrow ca- 
:ies to meafurc mankind by a falfe ftandard, and 
jine the great, hke themfelves, capable of being 
mcerted by little occafions; to frame their ma- 
mt fables according to this imagination, and to 
i detected by it as by an evident mark of igno- 
e. 

I. Thetliird manner in which the ill. 

)f Homer has been written, is but •^^«»''" »/Homet 
mafling of all the traditions and f'«*^'«iAr 
; which the writers could meet g^^^ * ^ I 
, great or little , in order to tell 
)ry of him to the world. Perhaps the want of 
ce materials might put them upon the neceffity ; 
lerhaps an injudicious defire of faying all they 
d, occafion'd the fault. However it be, a life 
pos'd of trival circumftances, which (tho' it give 
le account of feveral paflages) ftiews a man but 
; in that light in which he was molt famous, and 
aardly any thing correfpondent to the idea we en- 
iin of him : Such a hfe, I fay, will never an- 
• rightly the demand the world has upon an Hi- 
an. Yet the moft formal account we have of 
er is of this nature, I mean that which is faid to 
:olle<fled by Herodotus, . It is, in (hort, an unfup- 
ed minute treatife, compos'd of events which 
Syithin the compals of probability, and belong 
le loweft fphere of life. It feems to be entirely 
dudled by the fpirit of a Grammarian; ever a- 
[iding with extemfore verfes^ as if it wetc toi^xoNc 
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a thing fo unqueflionable as our author*s title to rap- 
ture; and at the fame time the occalions are fo poor* 
ly invented, that they niiA)ecome the warmth of a 
poetical imagination. There is nothing in it above 
the life which a Grammarian might lead himfelf; 
nay, it is but fuch a one as they commonly do lead» 
the higheft ijage of which is to be mafter of a felml 
But becaufe this is a trcatiie to which writers have 
had rccourfe for want of a better, I (hall ^s^ the 
following abftra<fl of it. 

Homer vf^shoxn ztSmyrna^ about one hundred fixty 
eight years after the fiege of Troy^ and fix hundred 
twenty two years before the expedition of Xerxes, His 
mother's name was Crytheis^ who proving unlawfully 
with child, was fent away from Cumd by her uncle, 
lyith Ifmemasf one of thofe who led the colony to 
Smyrna^ then building. A wliile after, as (he was ce- 
lebrating a feftival with other women on the banks of 
the river Meles , (he was delivered of Homer, whom 
ihe therefore nam'd Melefigenes, Upon this (he left 
Ifinentasy and fupported herfelf by her labour, 'tillPi^ 
miu$ (who taught a fchool in Smyrna) fcU in love 
with her, and marry'd her. But both dying in pro- 
cefs of time, the fchool fell to Homer, who manag'd 
it with fuch wifdom, that he was univcrfally admir'd 
both by natives and flrangers. Amongft thefe latter 
was Mentesy a mailer of a (hip from Lencadia, by 
whofc perfuafions and promifeshe gave up his fchool, 
and went to travel : With him he vifited Spain and 
^4/y, but was left behind ^t^haca upon account of a 
defiuxion in his eyes. During his ftay iie was enter- 
tained by one Mentor, a man of fortune, juilice, and 
hofpitality, and leam'd the principal" incidents of Uh/f' 
fes\ hfe. But at the return of Mentes, he went from 
xYitnct to Colophon , where, his defiuxion renewing , 
he fell entirely blind. Upon this he could think of 
iiij better expedient than to go back to Smyrna, where 

perhaps 
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perhaps he might be fupported by thofe who kncvr 
him, and have the leifure to addid himfelf to poe- 
try. Bur there 'he found his poverty encreafc, and 
his hopes of encouragement fail; fo that he re- 
moved to Cumny and by the way was entertaind 
for fome time at the houfe of oae Tychius a leather- 
drefler. At Cumd his poems were wonderfully ad- 
niir'd, but when he propos'd to eternize theiv town 
if they would allow him a failary, he was anfwer'd, 
that there would be no. end of maintaining all the 
"Ofut^, or klind men^ and hence he got the name of 
M$mer, From Cuma he went to Phocda, where one 
Thejkridis (a fchool-mafter alfo) offer'd to maintain 
kim if he would fuffer him to tranfcribe his verfes : 
This Homer complying with thro' mere necefBty, the 
other had no fooner gotten them, but he removed to 
Cbhs; there the poems gain'd him wealth and ho- 
nour, while the author himfelf hardly earn'd his bread 
by repeating them. At laft, fome who came from 
X^hks having told the people that the fame verfes were 
pabliflni there by a fchool-mafter. Homer refolv'd to 
find him out. Having therefore landed near that 
^ce, he was receiv'd by one Glaucus a (hepherd (at 
Whofe door he had Uke to have been worried by dogs) 
and carry'd by him to his mafter at BoliJJ.'4Sy who ad- 
miring his knowledge, entrufted him with the educa- 
tion of his children. Here his praife began to fpread, 
and Tbtftorldes who heard of his neighbourhood, fled 
before him. He remov'd however fome time after* 
wards to Ckios^ where he fet up a fchool of poetry, 
gain'd a competent fortune, marry'd a wife, and had 
two daaghters,the one of which dy *d young, the other 
Was marry'd to his patron at BoUJfus, Here he in« 
felted in his poems the names of thofe to whom he 
had been moft oblig'd, as Mentes^ PhemiHs, Mem or ^ 
and lyMus ; and refolving for Athens^ he made ho- 
AtKraUc mention of that city* to pre^e i\iq: AtW 

fuans 
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mans for a kind reception. But as he went, the (h^ 
put 'in at Sam^Sy where he continu'd the whole win- 
ter, finging at the houfcs of great men, with a train 
of boys after him. In fpring he went on board again 
in order to profecute his journey to Athens^ but land- 
ing by the way at losj he fell fick, dy'd, and was bu* 
ry'd on the fea-ftioie. 

This is the life of Homer afcrib'd to Herod^tus^ tho* 
it IS wonderful it (hould be fo, fmce it evidently coit^ 
tradifts his own hijlory, by placing Homer fix hundred 
twenty two years before the expedition of Xerxes; 
whereas Herodotus himfelf, who was alive at the time- 
of that expedition, fays Homer was only » four huti- 
dred years before him. However, if we can imagine 
that there may be any thing of truth in the main parts 
of this treatife, we may gather thefe general obfer- 
vations from it : That he fliew'd a great thirft after 
knowledge, by undertaking fuch long and numerous 
travels ; That he manifcftcd an unexampled vigor of 
mind, by being able to write with more fire under 
the difadvantages of blindnefSy and the utmoft pover- 
ty, than any Paet after him in better circumftances ; 
and that he had an unlimited fenfe of fame (the at- 
tendant of noble fpirits) which prompted him to en- 
gage in new travels, both under thefe difadvantages^ 
and the additional burthen of old age. 

But it will not perhaps be cither improper or diffi- 
cult to make fomc conjedures, which feem to lay 
open the foundation from whence the tradition^ 
which frame the low hvcs of Homer have arifen. We 
may confider. That there are no Hiftorians of his 
time (or none handed down to us) who have men- 
tioned him; and that he has never fpoken plainly 
of himfelf, in thefe works which have been sifcrib*d 
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W him without controverfy. However, ait eager 
dcfirc to know fomething concerning him has occa- 
fion'd mankind to labour the point under thefe difad- 
vantages, and turn on all hands to fee if there were 
any thing left which might have the lead appearance 
of information. Upon the fearch, they find no re- 
mains but his narm and workt^ and refolve to torture 
thefe upon the rack of invention, in order to give 
fome account of the perfon they belong to. 
■ The firft thing therefore they fettle \\ That what 
pais'd for his namt muft be his namt no longer, but 
an mddittonal title us'd inftcad of it. The reafon 
why it was given, muft be fome accident of his 
Kfc. They then proceed to confider every thing 
that the word may imply by its derivation. One 
finds that *o juai^i fignifies a thi^h ; whence arifes 
the tradition in ^ Htlhdorus^ that he was banifh'd 
JEgyft for the mark on that part, which (hew'd 
t fpurious birth; and this they imagine ground c- 
bough to give him the hfe of a wanderer. A f^- 
cond find that ""Oftv^i fignifies an hofiage, and then 
he muft be deliver'd as fuch in a war (according 
to « Proclus) between Sw^ma and Chios, A third 
can derive the name 'O ui o^<5», non videns^ from 
whence he muft be a blind man (as in the piece 
afcrib'd to * Herodotus,^ A fourth brings it from 'o^»$ 
lf«f, ffeaking in council; and then (as it is in Suidas) 
he muft, by a divine infpiration, declare tothe5w?yr- 
nMns, that they fliould war againft Colophon, A fifth 
finds the word may be brought to figmfy following 
ctbirff or joining hinfelf to them, and then he muft 
*be caU'd Homir for faying (as it is quoted from y Ari- 
fiotli in the life afcribM to Plutarch) that he would 
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tradirions. This, however, has not occafion*d them 
to defift from the undertaking ; bnt ftiU the diffi- 
culty which could not make them defift, has necef- 
fitated them, either to deliver the old ftory wkh ex- 
cufes ; or clfe, inftead of a Ufe, to compofe a trcatifc 
partly of criticifm, and partly of charaSi^; rathes 
defcriptive, than fupported by adion, and the air of 
hiftory. 

They begin with acquainting m^ 
Bis Time* that the Time in which he Hv'd has ne- 

ver been fix'd beyond difputc, and 
that the opinions of authors are various concerning 
it: But the controverfy, in its feveral conjedare^ 
includes a fpace of years between the carlieft dnd 
lateft, from twenty four to about five hundred, after 
the fiege of Troy. Whenever the time was, itfecms 
not to have been near that fiege, from his own ^ ^ 
vocation of the Mufes to recount the catalogue of the 
fhips : " For we, fays he, have only heard a rumour, 
** and know nothing particularly.*' It is remarked by 
i Vellelus Patercului, That it muft have been confide- 
rably later, from his own confeflion, that *« mankind 
*• was but half as ftrong in his age, as in that he writ 
« of ; " which, as it is founded upon a notion of a gra- 
dual degeneracy in our nature, difcovers the interval to; 
have been long between Homtr and his fubjeft. But 
not to trouble our felves with entring into all the 
dry difpute^ we may take notice, that the world is 
inclin'd to ftand by the ^ ArundeUan marble^ as tht 
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W>ft certain computntion of thofe early times ; and 
^ by placing him at the time when Diognetus rul'd 
in Afhtf^s, makes him flourifh a little before the Oly7n^ 
pads were eftabliiK'd ; about three hundred years after 
the taking of Trvy^ and near a thoufand before the 
Chriftian JEra, For a farther confirmation of this ^ 
we have fome great names of antiquity who give 
him a Cotemporary agreeing with the computation : 
'^ Cicero fays. There was a tradition that Hoimr liv^d 
about the time of Lycurgus. ^Strabo tells us , It was. 
reported that Lycurgus went to Chios for an interview 
with^m. And even ^Plutarch, when he fays , Ly- 
turgus received Homers Works from the grandfon of 
ihztCre0philtts with whom he had liv'd, docs not put 
him fo far backward, but that poffibly they might 
have been alive at the fame time. 

The next difpute regards his country, concerning 
which « Adrian enquired of the Gods , 
as a queftion not to be fetded by Hi* Country. 
men; znd Apon (according to " Pi/- 
^) rais'd a fpirit for his information^ That which* 
kas cncreas*d the di^culty, is the number of conteft- 
ing places, of which Suidas has reclconM up nineteen 
in one breath. But his ancient commentator, o Di- 
diymuSf fbuni the fubjedt fo fertile , as to employ a. 
^eatpartof his four thoufand volumes upon it. There 
& a prophecy of the Sibyls that he (hould be born at 
Sakmis \n Cyprus; and then to play an argument of 
the fame nature againft it, there is the oratle given to- 
Adrian afterwards , that fays he was born in Ithaca^^ 
There are cuftoms of JEoUa and JE^t cited from his 
works, to make out by turns anci with the fame 
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probability, that he belong'd to each of them. There 
was a fchooi (hew'd for his at C9Ufh0n^ and a t9nA 
at ioi^ both of equal flrength to prove he had his birth 
in cither. As for x}£L^Athemans^ they challeng'd hia 
as born where they had a colony ; or elfe in behalf of 
Crete* in general, and as the metr^fcUs of its learningt 
they made his name free of their city (qu, Lkimd <r 
Mtaid Uge^ iays P Politia») after the manner of that 
law by which all ital^ became free oiRome^ All thefe 
have their authors to record their titles, but Aill die 
weight of the queition feems to lie between Smyms 
and Chios, which we muil therefore take a little 
in ore notice of. That Homer was born at Smyrna u 
cndeavour'd to be prov'd by an <i Epigram^ recorded 
to have been under the flatue of Pififiratus^ ztjithgns; 
by the reports mentioned in Cicero^ Straho, and A, 
Gellius ; and by the Greek lives, which pafs under 
the names of Herodotus, Plutarch f and Proclns ; as 
alib ihe two that are anonymous. The ^ Smyt^ 
»<e4»; built a temple to him, cad medals of him» and 
grew fo poflefs'd of his having been theirs, that it 
is faid they burn*d Zoilus for aflronting them in the 
perfon of Homer. On the other hand, the Chians 
plead the ancient authorities of « Slmonides and t The§' 
crkus for his being born among them They men- 
tion a race they had> calld the Homeridjiy whom they 
reckon'd his pofterity; they call medals of him; they 
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(hew to tiiif day an Hcmenmm^ or temple of Homer, 
Bear Btliffms ; and dofe their arguments with a quo- 
tation from the Hymn to ^/<>//0 (which is acknow* 
kd^'d for Homers by " Thucyduies) where he calls him* 
fclf, " The Wind man that inhabits Chior." The 
reader hat here the fum of the large treatife afEeoAl^ 
kums^ wrincn- particularly on this fubjcd^, in which, 
after having feparately weigh'd the pretenffons of all, 
kc concludes for Chhs. For my part, I determine 
nothing in a- point of fo much uncertainty ; neither 
whicb of thefe. was honour 'd with his birth, nor 
whether any of them was, nor, whether each may 
not have produc'd his ov/n Homer; fincc ^ Xenofhon 
feyi, there were many of the name; But one cannot 
avoid being furprii^'d at the prodigiotis vcneiation for 
kis cbara^r, which could engage mankind withfuch 
eargerne^ in a point fe little effential ; that Kings 
flioidd fend to oracTcs for the enquiry of his birth- 
'placc ; that cities fliould be in ftrife about it, that 
whole lives of learned men (hould be employ *d xxp-- 
en it; that fome fltould write treatifes ; that others 
(bould call np fpirits about it ; that thus, in fhort, 
heaven,, earth and hell (Hould be fought to, fbr the 
decifi<m of a queftion which terminates in- curiofity 
only. 

If we endeavour to find the pa^ 
mts of Horner^ the fcarch is as fruit- Hit Parents* 
lefs. ^ Efhoms has made Mdon to 
be hi* father , by a neice whom he deflour*d ; 
«nd this has fo far obtain'd , as to give him the 
<lcrivative name of Jd^onides, His mother (if we 
•Bow the ftory oiM^on) is call'd Crytheis : But we 
arc loft again iiv uncertainty, if we Jearch farther ; 
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iox Smdas has mention'd Eutmtis ox PoUfC^i tti 
> PMfanias^ Clymtne or ThemiJUi which h«ppen$> 
becaufe the contefling countries find out mothers of 
their own for him. Tradition has in this cafe af- 
forded us no more light, than what may ferve to (hew 
it« (hadows in confufion ; they ftrike the fight with 
^o equal a probability, that we are in doubt whkktOi 
chuie, and muit pafs the queftion undecided. 

If we enquire concerning his owft 
i/M Name« tMrne^ even that is doubted of. He 

has been called MiUfyems from the 
fiver where he was born. Homer has been reckoned 
an afcititious name, from fome accident ia his life: 
The Ctrtamin Homericum calls him oviz^ AidniSy par* 
haps from his muiical genius; ^ni^lMcUn^ Tigramsi 
it may be from a confuiion with xh.'dXJifframs or ^3>» 
yetts^ who was brother of Queen Artemifia, and whofc 
name has been fo far mingled with his , as to make 
him be efteem'd author of fome of the leiTer works 
which are afcrib*d to Homer. It may not be amifs t^ 
clofe thefe aiticifms with that agreeable dexifion 
wherewith Lilian treats the humour of Gramma^ 
tians in their fearch after minute and impaffitid 
enquiries, when he feigns,. that he had talk'd over 
the point with Homer^ in the Ijland of the Blpffed^ 
•* I afk'd him, fays he, of what country he was ? a. 
«< q^eftion hard to be refolv'd with usj to which he; 
•* ahfwer'd. He could not certainly tell, becaufe fome 
«f had informed him , that he was of Chios^ fome of 
" Smyrna, and others of Colophon ; but he took him* 
** fdl fox zBahylonian, and faid he was called Ilf^it;^^^^ 
•* while he liv'd among his country-men; andH^nwr. 
while he was a hoftage among the Grecians, 
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At his birth he appears notvto have 
bees Ifimd, whatever he migbt be af-^ His Btincbefi, 
fef wards:.. The * Chkn medal of him 
(which is of great antiquity, according to Lt$ AlUlf- 
thisj fests him with a voiiime open, and reading in- 
tently. But there is no need of proofs from antiquity 
lor that which every line of his works will demon- 
ikate. With what an exadinefs, agreeable to the na- 
land appearance of things, do his cities ftand, his 
mountains rife, his rivers wind, and his regions he 
€itended ? How beautifully are the views of all 
Aings drawn in their figures, and adom'd with theh: 
paintings I What addrefs in a^on , what vifibh 
tharadters of the paifions infpjrit his heroes ? It is 
not to be imagined, that a man could have been al- 
l^ays blind, who thus inimitably copies nature,, and 
give* every where the proper proportion, figure, co- 
tour, and life: ** ^liB^mfi qkis cdCMm ginttum fwMt 
(fays « Paterculus) omnibus fenfibm orbus tft :*' He 
ttuft certainly have beheld the creation, confider'd 
k with a long attention, and enrich'd his fancy by 
the moft fenfible knowledge of thofe ideas which he 
ttakes the reader fee while he but defcribes thenv 

As he grew forward in years , he 
Wis ttain'd up to learning (if we ere- *'j ??^*^*^"' 
«t ^DiodorusJ under one ** Pron^^ •^ ^*^'' 
^ fides, a man of excellent natural endowment^,. 
•* who taught the Pelafgick letter invented by Liffus." 
From him he might learn to preferve his poetry by 
Committing it to writing; which we mention, be- 
<aufe it is generally believ'd ^ no poems before his 
We're fo preferv*d; and he himfelf in the third line 
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of his BstrMch0my9mMchsa (if that piece be his) CK* 
preffly fpeaks of ^ writing his works in his tshl^s. 

When he was of riper ye^s* fot 
JVwTrafels. his farther accompUftment and tiie 
. gratificatidn of his thirft of know* 

iedge» he fpent a confiderable part of his time in tra- 
velSng. Upon which account,. tProclns has taken 
notice that he mud have been rich : ** For Ions 
^* travels 9 fays he, occafion high expences, and 
^ efpecially at thofe tin>es when men could neither 
^ fail without imminent danger and ineonveniendes, 
** nor had a regulated manner of commerce with one 
•* another." This way of reafoning appears very 
probable ; and if it docs not prove him to have been 
rich, it (he ws him, atleaft, to have had patrons of t 
generous fpirit; who obferving the vaftnefs of hi^ 
capacity, believ'd themfelves beneficent to mankind, 
while they fupported one who feem-d bom foirfome* 
thing extraordinary. 

^g'ypt being at that time the feat of learning, the 
greateit wits and>Genius'« of GfVff^rus'd to travel thi- 
ther. Among thefe ^Dhdorus reckons Homiti and 
to (Irengthen his opinion alledgcs that multitude of 
their notions which he has received into his poetryi 
and of their cuftoms, to which he alludes in hit 
fi^ons : Such as his Gods, which are nam'd from the 
firft JEgyptUii Kings ',x\it number of the Jtfi»/#/. taken 
from the mM- Muifirtls which attended Ofirsui the 
Feafi wher-ein they us'd to fend their ftatucs of the 
Deities into ^thiopi^ and to return after twelve days} 
and the carrying their dead bodies over the lake to a 
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place call'd Acherufia. nczr Mtmfhisi from 
arofe the llories of Charon^ Styx^ and Eljfium. 
re notions which fo abound in him, as to make 
^/4s fay. He had introduced from thence the nli- 
Greece. And if others have behev'd he was 
itum^ from his knowledge of their rites and 
IS, which were re veal'd but to few, and of the 
cufloms which were pradis'd among them in 
; it may prove at leail thus much, t^at he muft 
ivell'd diere. 

''eece was in all probability his native countrey, 
i then began to make an effort in learning, 
not doubt but he travelled there alfo, with a 
[ar obiervation. He ufes the different diiUecis 
vrere fpokenis^its different parts, as one who 
;n converfant "^th them all. But the argu- 
'hich appears moft irrefragable, is to be taken 
is ciualogHe of the Jhips: He has there given us 
\ Geography of Greece^ where its dties, moun- 
md plains, are particularly mentioned, where 
irfes of its rivers are trac'd out, where the 
es are laid in order, their bounds aiiign'd, and 
s of their foils fpecify'd. This the ancients, 
^mpar'd it with the original, have allow'd to 
-ue in all points, that it coilild never have been 
to a loofe and cafual information: Even Stn^ 
rount of Greice is but a kind of commentary 
{emerS. 

may carry this argument farther, to fuppofe 
ing been ro\md jifiaMimort from his exad di« 
of the Regntim Priam vetm (as Horace calls it) 
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into its feparate Djnaftku and the account he g 
of the bordering nations in alliance with it. Per] 
too, in the wandrings ofUlyffes zhout Sicily y vr] 
ports and neighbouring iflands are mentioned, 
might contrive to fend his Heroe where he had n 
his own voyage before. Nor will the fables he 
intermingled be any objedHon to his having trav 
in thofe parts, fince they are not related as theh 
ry of the prefent time, but the tradition of the 
mer. His mention of Thrace, his defcription o 
beads of Lihya, and of the climate in tne fim 
ipAndsy may feem alfo to give us a view of hi 
the extremes of the earth, where it was not b; 
rous OT uninhabited. It is hard to fet limits tc 
travels of a man, who has fet none to that deli 
knowledge which made him undertake them. 
<Jan fay what people he has not feen, who ap 
to be vers'd in the cuftoms of all ^ He take 
Globe for the fcene on which he introduces his 
jeds; he launches forward intrepidly, like oi 
whom no place is new, and appears a citiien c 
world in general. 

When he retum'd from his travels, he feer 
have apply*d himfelf to the finiftiing of his Pc 
however he might have either defign'd, begu: 
purfu'd them before. In thefe he treafur'd up his 
ous acquifitlons of knowledge, where they have 
preferv'd through many ages, to be as well the p 
'of his own 'induftry, as 3ie inftruftions of poft 
He could then defcribe his facrifices after the 2 
Inanner; or k his leagues with a mixture of: 
jand5^4r/tf» ceremonies: i He could then compa 
Gonfufion of a. multitude to that tumult he ha 
Te*^!d in the Icarian fca^ daflung and breaking ai 
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its crowd of iflands: he could reprefent the numbers 
of an army, by thofe flocks of ^ fwans he had feen 
on the bankjs of the Cayfier; or being to defcribe that 
^t of battel with which Achilles drove the Trojans 
into the river, " he could illuilrate it with an alluiion 
from Cyrene or Cyprus^ where, when the inhabitants 
bum'd their fields, the grafs-hoppcrs fled before- the 
fire to peri(h in the Ocean. His fancy being fully 
lepleniih'd, might fupply him with every proper oc- 
cafionai image; and his foul after having enlarg'd it* 
Sdfr and taken, in an extenfive variety of the creatir* 
on» mi^t be equal to the taik of an JUsd and an 
Odyfiy. 

In his old age, he fell blind, and ^^.^ ^j^ ^ ^ 

fettled at Chwsj as he fays in the i>Atji. ^ 

Jiymn^ to jifoUo , ( which as is before ^ 

jo^erv'd, is acknowledged for his by Thmyd'tdes^ and 

might occafion both Sim^nides znd Theocritm to qM 

him a Chtan) <> Straho tthttSy That Lycargus the 

great legiflator of Sfarta^ was reported to have gone 

to Chios to have a conference with Homtr, after he 

kad ftudy'd the laws of Crete and Mgyft, in order to 

form his conilitutions. If this be tl'ue, how much a 

nobler reprcfentation does it give of him, and indeed 

more agreeable to what we conceive of this mighty 

genius, than thofe fpurious accounts, which keep him 

down among the meaneft of mankind ? What an i- 

dca could we frame to our felves* of a converfation 

keld betwjeen two perfons fo confiderable ; a philofo- 

phcr confcious of the force of poetry, and a poet 

inowingin the depths of philofophy; boththeirfonis 

improv'd with learning, both eminently raisM above 

Me defigns or the meaner kmd of intereft, and 

nceting together to. confolt the good of mankind^ 
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But in this I have only indulged a thought whi 
not to be infilled upon; the evidence of Mftoi 
ther tends to prove that Lyctn-gus brought his i 
from Afia after his death : which p Procliis imagn 
have happened at a great old age, on account < 
▼aft extent of learning, for which a (hort 
could never fuffice. 

If we would now make a c 

«S MsStt " ^^^^ concerning the genius and 
"** per of this great man ; perha 
.works , which would not fturnifc us with fad 
Ids life, will be more reafonably made vSc of tt 
OS a pidiwe of his mind : To this end therefon 
may fufter the very name and notion- of a book 
nifli for a while , and look upon what is left t 
converfation , in order to gain an acquaintance 
JHlomir, Perhaps the,general air of hii works w 
come tibe geaeral chamber of* his- genius ; as 
particular obfervations give fome hght to the 
ticular turns of his temper^ His compreh^ 
knowledge (hews that his foul was not form* 
a narrow chanel for a fingle- ftream^ but as i 
panfe which might receive an-ocean into its be 
that he had the ftrongeft defire of improvement 
an unbounded curiofity^ which made its advants 
every tranfient circumftance ,. or obvious ace 
His folid' and iententious manner may make i 
mire hin^for a man of judgment: one who, : 
darkeft ages^OMild enter m into a difqmfition of h 
nature ; who^ notwithftanding all the changes^^ 
governments, manners,, rites^ and even the m 
0f virtue, have undergone, could Itill abound w 
many maxims correfpondent to truth , and n< 
tpphcaUe to fo many fdences. The fire, wl 
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} obfervablc in his Poem, may make us naturally con- 
:dure him to have been of a warm temper, and 
vely behaviour; and the pleafurablc air which every 
rhcrc overfpreads it, may give us reafon to think, 
hat fire of imagination was temper'd with fweetneft 
md affability. If we farther oblcrve the particulars 
ic treats of, and imagine that he laid a Itrefe upon 
he fentiments he deUvers, purfuant to his real opini- 
ons; we Iball take him to be of a religious fpirit, by 
lis inculcating in aimoft every page the worfliip of 
iie Gods. We (hall imagine him to be a generous 
lover ofiiis countrey, from his care to extol it every 
where; which is;;carry*d to luch a height^ as to 
Biake ^Plutarch obfcrve. That though many of the 
Zarhar'iMns are made prifoners or fupphants, yet net- 
thcr of thefe di^ceful accidents (which are com- 
mon to all nations in war) ever happens to one Gretk 
dirou^out his works. We (hall take him to be a 
compaiBonate lover of mankind, from his numb^- 
le& praifcs cff hofpitality and charity ; (if indeed we 
arc not to account for *em, as the common writers 
Of his life imagine, from his owing his fupport to 
4efe virtues.) It might feem from his love of ftories, 
with his manner of telling them fometimes , that he 
gave his own pidlure when he painted hisNf/f^r, and^^ 
as wife as he was , was no enemy to talking. One 
would think from his praifes of wine, his copious 

Ehlcts, and pleafing defcriptions of banquets , that 
was addi^ed to a cliearful , fociable life., which 
B»rM9 takes notice of as a kind of tradition; 

^ lA»dibu$ argMttur vlni vinrfus Homerus.*' 



$ *^* 



34 ^ Essay on Hom^ekJ 

And that he wJs not (as may be guels'd of Yvryi 
from his woias) averfe to the female fex, will appear 
from his care to paint them amiably upon all occafi- 
ons : His Andromache and Penelofe are in each of hil 
Poems moll fhining charaders of conjugal affe&ion; 
^ven his Helena herfelf is drawn witli all the foftnings 
imaginable ; his fouldiers are exhorted to combat 
"With the hopes of women-, his commanders arc fur- 
ni(h*d with fair flaves in their tents, nor is the vene- 
rable Neftor without a miftrefs. 

It is true, that in this way of turning a hook into a 
many this reafoning from his works to himfelf, we 
can at beft but hit off a few out-lines of a charadter ; 
wherefore I fhall carry it no farther, but conclude 
with one difcovery which we may make from his J?- 
lence ; a difcovery extremely proper to be made in 
this manner, which is. That he was of a very mo- 
deft temper. There is in all other Poets a cuftom of 
fpeaking of themfelves, and a vanity of promifing 
eternity to their writings : in both which Homer, who 
has the beft title to fpeak out, is altogether filent. As 
to the laft of them, the world has made him ample 
recompence ; it has given him that eternity he would 
not promife himfelf: But whatever endeavours have 
been offered in refpcdt of the former, we find our 
felvcs ftill under an irreparable lofs. That which o- 
thers have faid of him has amounted to no more 
than conjedure; that which I have faid is no farther 
to be inlifted on : I have us*d the liberty which is 
indulg'd me by precedent, to give my own opinions 
among the accounts of others, and the world may 
be pleas'd to receive them as fo many willing endea- 
vours to gratify its curiofity. 

... The only inconteftable works which 
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tff BattU of the frogs and mia, has been difputed, but 
is however allow'd for his by many authors : a- 
mongil whom ' Stat'ms has reckon'd it like the Cultx 
oi Virgil, a trial of his force before his greater perfor- 
mances. It is indeed a beautiful piece of raillery, in 
which a great writer might delight to unbend himfelf ; 
an intlancc of that agreeable trifling, which has been 
ajt fome time or other indulg'd by the fined genius's, 
4nd the ofF-ipring of that amufingand chcarful hu- 
mour, which generally accompanies the character of 
a. rich imagination, Uke a vein of Mercury running 
mingled with a mine of Gold. 

The Hymm have been doubted alfo, and attribu- 
ted by the Scholiafts to Cyndthus the Rhaffodifi; but 
neither » Thucydidesy « Ltician, nor « Paufanias, have 
fcrupled to cite them as genuine. We have the 
authority of the two former for that to Apollo, tho' 
k be obferv'd that the word Scu^ is found in it, 
which the book de Poefi Homerica (afcrib'd to P/«- 
tVQh) tcUs us, was not in ufe in Homers rime. We 
have alfo an authority of the lad for a ^ Hymn to 
CertSt of which he has given us a fragment. That 
to Mars is objecfled againil for mentioning Tv^yv^» 
and that which is the firlt to Minerva, for M^ugTv^it 
both of them being (according to the author of the 
trcatife before mention'd) words of a later inventi- 
on. The Hytnn to Venus has many of its lines co- 
py*d by VirgH, in the interview between Mneas and 
that Goddjefe. in the fird JEneid. But whether thefe 
Hyms are Homers, or not, they are always judg'd- 
to be near as ancient, if not of the fame age with 
him. 
The Epigrams are extracted out of the life, faid to 
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be written h^ Herodotus ^ and we leave them as 
to fland or fall with it ; except the Epitaph on i 
which is very ancient, quoted without its authoi 
\i^ ^ Plato xxAiJjongtnm^ and (accord) ng to >Z«i 
afcrib'd by Simomdes to CUohulus the wife man ; 
living after i2p;mr, anfwers better to the age of . 
the fon of Gordias, 

The MargiteSf which is loft, is faid by • Arifi 
have been a Poem of a comick nature, wherei 
mer made ufeof iamhick verfes as proper for ra 
It was a jeft upon the fair fex, and had its name 
one Margitesj a weak man who was the fubjed 
The ftory is fomething loofe, as may be feen \ 
account of it itill prefcrv'd in *» Ettftath'ms*$ con 
on the Odyjfey, 

The Cercopis was a fatyrical work which i 
loft; we may however imagine it was levelled « 
the vices of men , if our conjedure be right 
was founded upon the « old fable of the Cercof 
nation who were turn*d into monkits for their 
and impoftures. 

The DeftruSiion o£(Echalia, was a Poem of 
(according to Eufiath'ms) Hercules was the Hero 
the fubjeS, his ravaging that countrey ; becau 
rytus the King had deny'd him his daughter Jolt 

The Il'tas Mimr was a piece which indudec 
the taking of Tr^y, and the return of the Gn 
In this was the ftory of 5iw», which Virgil has 
ufe of. ^ Arifiotle has judg*d it not to belo 
Hfimer* 

The Cyfriacksy if it was upon them that J 
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founded his IliasCyfna^ (as ^ Mr, Dacur con]cAurcs) 
were the love-adventures of the ladies at the fiege : 
thcfc arc rejedled by ^ Herodotus , for faying that Pa^ 
rls brt)ught Helen to Troy in three days; whereas 
Homer aflerts they were long driven from place to 
place. 

There are other things afcrib'd to him, fuch as 
the Heptape6U(m Goat^ the Arachnomach'ta^ 6cc. in 
the ludicrous manner ; and the Thebaisy Epigont, or 
fecond fiege oiThebes^ the Phocais, Amasj>nia^ 8cc. 
in the fcrious : which, if they were his, are now to 
be reputed a real iois to the learned world. Time, in 
fomc things, may have prevailed over Homer himfelf, 
and left only the names of thefe works, as memorials 
that fuch were in being; but while the Iliad and O 
iyjfey remain, he feems Uke a leader, who, tho* he 
may have fail*d in a (kirmifh, has carry'd a victory, 
for which he pafles in triumph through all future 
ages. 

The remains we lia ve at prefent, of 
thofe monuments antiquityhad tram'd mH^^I:^!" 
for him, are but few. It could not vigtfir.m. 
be thou^t that they who knew fo lit- 
tle of &e Ufe of Homer y could have a right know- 
ledge of Yiisperfon.\ yet they had ftatues of him as of 
Ihcir Gods, whofe forms they had never fecn. " Sjiuin- 
•* Iw^ qua Tt^nfunt^ finguntur (fays 8 Pliny) pariunt- 
** fM defideria non traditi vultus,ficut in Homero evg^ 
*• »it" But tho* the ancient portraits of him feem 

Cdy notional, yet they agree (as I think h Fahretti 
oUerv'd) in rcprefenting him with a (hort curFd 

• Dec. em An&, Ptet, edp, 24. ' Herod. /. 2. 8 piiny, 
t IS. e. 2. ^ Sofk, Fabiet. Ex^Uuini Vettrit TdiUs Uns^ 

^9 Horn. ili< 
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beard y and diilinA marks of -age in his forehead. 
That which is prefixed to this book, is taken from an 
ancient marble bull, in the palace of FarnefiztRomf. 

In Bolljfus near Chios there is a roiin , which was 
(hewn for the houfe of Homer ^ v^fhich » Leo AlUitm 
went on pilgrimage to vifit, and (as he tells us) 
found nothing but a few ilones crumbhng away with 
age, over which he and his companions wept for ia- 
lisfa^on. 

They erefted Teniples to Homer in Smyrna^ as ap- 
pears itom^ CJcfro', one of thefe is fuppos'd to beyet 
extant, and the fame which they (hew for the Tem- 
ple of 'Janus, It agrees with ^ Strabo's defcription, a 
(quare building of ftooe, near a riv.er, thought to be 
the Mfhf, with two, doors oppofite to each othet» 
North ?ind South, and a large Niche widiin the eali- 
wall, where the image. flood: BufM. Sfm denies 
this to be tlic true Homerium, 

Of the medals (truck for ham, there are fome both 
of Chios and Stnyna (lill in being, and exhibited at 
the beginning of this EfTay. The moil valuable with 
refpedl to tlic largeiiefs of the head , is that of Ama- 
firis, which is carefully copied from an original be- 
longing to the prefent Earl oi Pembroke^ and is the 
fame which Grottovmsy Cuperus ^nd Darter have copies 
of, but very incorredly performed. 
- But that which of all the remains.-has bqen of -late 
tlie chief amufement of the learned, is the marble 
call'd his Apotheofis, the work of Archelaus of Pmm , 
and now in the p^ace of Colonm. We fee there a 
Temple hung with its veil, where Hotmr is pkc'd on 
^ feat witli a footflool to it, as he has dcfcrib'd'&e: 



* LcO'Allat^/>^t^M Horn. Mf. I). * Cicero fr«ArcbU. 
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! 6f his Gods ; fupporte4 on each fide with figures 
wn for the iTtaA and the Od^Jfey^ the one by a 
rd, the other by the ornament of a fiiip, wliich 
otes the voyages of Ulyjfes, On each fide of *his 
dilool are mic$ , in alluHon to the Batrachmyoma* 
. Behind, is Time waiting upon him, and a fi- 
* with tunets on its head » wliich iignifies the 
Idf crowning him with the Laurel. Before him 
1 altar, at which all ihcjirts are iacrificingto him 
o their Deity. On one fide of the altar Hands a 
, rQpKkn^ng Mythology; on the other, awoman> 
•efenting Hijiocy : After her is Poetry bringing the 
ed fire I and in a long following train, Tr^igedy^ 
tedy. Nature, Virtue^ Memory, Bhetorick^ and Wtfr 
I, in all their proper attitudes. 




SEC T. II. 

1AV I N G now itnifli'd what was proposed con- 
cerning the hiftory of Homers life, I fliall pro- 
d to that of his works ; and confidering him no 
ger as a Man, but as an Author, profccute the 
sad of his (lory in this his fccond life, thro* the 
crent degrees of efteem which thofe writings have 
ain'd in different periods of time, 
t has been the fortune of fcveral great Genius's 
to be known while theyliv'd, either for want of 
orians, the meannefs of fortune, or the love of 
rement, to which a poetical temper is peculiarly 
litflcd. Yet after death their v/orks give thcm- 
'c$ a life in Fame, without the help of an luft.o- 
i ; and^ notyyitbiizixdmg the racaftut:fe ofW^^M -^m- 
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thor, or his love of retreat, they go forth a 
mankind, the glories of that age which pro 
them, and the delight of thofe which follovr it. 

As a fate particularly verify'd in Homer, than \ 

.ao confiderable author is lefs known as to hi: 
or more highly valued as to his produftion?. 

The earheil accounrof thefe 
Tk$ firfi pMuA' by » Plutarch to be fome time aft 
tiw f/ bis Wtki death, when Lycurgtts fail'd to 
h Lycurgus. *• There he had the firil fight c 

** mers works, which were pro 
** preferV'd by the grand-children of Creophilas \ 
** having obferv'd that their plcafurable air of f\ 
** did not hinder the Poet's abounding in maxii 
^« ftate, and rules of morality, he tranfcrib'd 
" carry'd with him that entire coUedlion we 
** now among us : For at that time (continue 
author^ ** there was only anobfcuro rumour in < 
•* to tnc reputation of thefe Poems, and but ; 
" fcatter'd fragments handed about, 'till Lyi 
** -publifti'd them entire." Thus they were in d; 
of being loft as foon as they were produced, b] 

« misfortune of the age, a want of tafte in learniii 
the manner in which they were left to poft< 
when they fell into the hands of Lycurgus, H( 
a man of great learning , a law-giver to a peop 

-vidcd and untradhble, and one who had a n 
that poetry influenced and civiliz'd the minds of 

^ which made him fmooth the way to his conftit 
by the fongs of ThaUs the Cretan^ whom he en 

' to write upon obedience and concord. As he 
pos'd to hunfclf, that the conftitution he would 
upon this their union {hould be of a martial na 

4hefe poems were of an extraordinary value to 
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for they came with a full force into his fcheme ; the 
moral they infpir'd was unity ; the air they breath'd 
was martial; and their ftory had this particular 
engagement for the X^aceddtnonians ^ that it (hcw'd 
Greece in war, and Ajta fubdu'd under the condud of 
one of their own Monarchs, who commanded all 
the GrAcUn Princes. Thus the Poet both pleased tlic 
law-giver , and the people ; from wheilce he had a 
double influence when the laws were fettled. For his 
Poem then became a Pancgyrick on their conftituti- 
on, as well as a Regifter of their glbry; and con- 
firm'd them in the love of it by a gallant defcription 
of thofe qualities and anions for which it was adapt- 
ed. Thi^ made ^ Cleomenes call him The Poet of the 
Laccdaeraoniatns: And therefore when we remem- 
ber that Homir owed the publication of his worksL,to 
Ljcurgits y we (bould grant too « that Lycurgtu owed 
in fome degree the enforcement of his laws to the 
works of JfffXMT. 

At their firft appearance in Greece, . _ _^, 
Acy were not digeftcd into a regular T^^J^^^ 
body , but rcmain'd as they were " ^^««««* 
brought over, in feveral detach'd pieces, call'tl (ac* 
eording to « jRisanJ from the fubjeA on which they 
treated; as the battle at thejhifs, the death of Dolon» 
tht vaUetr 0/* Aeamemnon, the Patroclea, the grot cf 
Calypfo, flaughter of the Wooers y and the Hke. Nor 
Were thde entitled Books ^ but Rhapfidies; from 
whence they who fung them had the title of Rhapfi* 
iifts. It was in this manner they began to be difperfti 
while theu- poetry, tteir hiflory, the glory they af- 
oib'd to Greece in general, the particular defcription 
they.^ve of it, and the complement they paid to e-. 
very Uttle iUtc by an honourable mention, fo influ-. 
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graceful harmony » and that fphere of order in which 
they appear to move. They became thenceforward 
more tlie pleafure of the wits of Greece ^ more the 
fubjed of their ftudies, and the employment of their 
pens. 

About the time that this new edition of Hpawrwas 
publi(h*d in Mhens^ there was one Cyndthtu^. a leany- 
edRhapfodtft, who (jis the '^ SchoUaft o£ Pindar mfoims 
us) fettled firfl at Syracufi in that employment; and 
if (as LeoAllat'tHs believes) he had been before an af- 
Mant in the edition, he maybe fuppos'd to have firft 
carry'd it abroad. But it was not long prcferv'd cor- 
red among his followers; they committed miihkes 
in their tranfcriptions and repetitions, and had even 
the prefumption to alter fome .lines, and interpolate 
others. Thus the works of Homer run the danger of 
bdng utterly defac'd ; which, made it become the 
concern of Kings and Philofophers, that they (hould 
be reftor'd to their primitive beauty. 

In the front of thefe is Alexanitr 
Thi EdttUn im the Great^ for whom they will appeal 
Macedon undtr peculiarly calculated, if we confider 
Alexander. that no books more enliven or flatter 

perfonal valour, which was great in 
him to what we call romantick : Neither has any 
book more places applicable to his deligns on Apa, 
or (as it happened) to his adtions there. It was then 
no ill complement in ^ Arlftotle to purge- the lUddp 
upon his account, from thofe errors and additions 
which had crept into it. And fo far fi^%AleHmd§r^ 
himfelf from efteeming it a matter of fmall impOP- 
tance, that he afterwards > aHifted in a ItriSt review 

^ of 
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citicfn by Lycur^usy that of their regulation fell to the 
(hare of Athens in the time of c Solon^ who himlclf 
made a law for their recital. It was then that P///- 
pTitm^ the Tyrant of Athtns^^ who was a man of 
great learning and eloquence, (as ^ Cicero has it) fiill 
put together the confus'd parts of Homers according 
to that regularity in which they are now handed 
down to us. He divided them into the two different 
Works, entitled the Iliad and Odyjfey; he dTgefled 
each according to the Author's defign, to maire their 

Ehns become evident; and diflinguifti'd each again 
«o twenty four books, to which were afterwards 
)n-efix'd the twenty four letters. There is a paflagc 
indeed in s PUto^ which takes this Work from P//- 
firanu^ by gyf ing it to his {on Hipfarcbas ; with this 
addition, that he commandedthcm to be fung at the 
f ctS^ CiJYd Panathenta. Perhaps it may be, as^ Lea 
JUafiks has imagined, becaufe the fon publifh'd the 
copy more cprreftly: Thus he offers,' to reconcile {6 
great a teftimony as Plato's to the cloud of witneffes 
which are againft him in it: But be that as it will. A- 
thins ftiil claims its proper honour of refcuing the fa- 
ther of learning from the injuries of time, of having 
rcftor'd Homer to himfelf, and given the world a 
vicw'of him in his perfedron. So that if his verfes 
were i>eforc admir'd for their ufe and beauty, as the 
ftan were before they were confider'd in a fyftero of 
fcience; they are now admir'd much more for their 
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(whom Ptolemy PhlUimitor had appointed over his {b& 
Ett^rgetes) he fet himfelf to another corredion with 
all the wit and learning he was mafter of. He re- 
flor'd fome verfes to their former readings, rejeded 
others which he marked with obilijkt as fpurious, and 
proceeded with fuch. indaftrious accuracy, that, not*- 
withftanding there were fome wha wrote againft hit- 
performance, antiquity has generally acquiefc'd in it. 
Nay, fo far have, they carry *d their opinioain his far 
vour, as to call a man an » jiriftarchtts^whcn they 
meant to fay a candid, judicious Critick ; in the fame 
manner as they call the contrary a ZcUus^ from that 
Zoilus who about this time wrote an envious criticifm 
againfl Homer. And now we mention thefe two to^ 
gether, I faniy it will be no fmallpleafure to the bc^ 
nevolent part of mankind, to lee how their cha^ 
ladlers (land in contrail to each other, for examples 
to future ages, at the head of the two contrary forts 
of criticifm, wliich. proceed from good nature, or 
from ill-wiU. The one was honour'd with the ofr 
ces and countenance of the court; the other, <» when 
he apply 'd to the fame place for an encouragement 
amongll the men of learning, had his petitioa re- 
jecfted : The one had his fame continued to pofterity j 
tlie other is only remembered with infamy : If ihe one 
had antagonifts, they were oblig'd to pay him the dc- 
fere^ice of a formal anfwer; the other was never .an- 
fwer'd but in general, with thofe opprobrious names 
etJhracian flAve and rhetorical dog: The one is fup- 
pos'd to have his copy ftill remaining; while the 
other's remarks are peri(h*d, as things that men were 
aiham*d to preferve, the juft defert of whatever aiifes 
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from the miferable. principles of ill will or envy. 

It was not the ambition of JE^pt^ - Ar.doi ' 

only to have a corrc^ edition of Ho- •L/ATaL"^ '*^ 

»»r.- We find in the P life of the Poet ^ ^ 

Sfi^us^ thzi he, having fini(h*d a copy of the Ody fey, 

was feat 'for by Antioehm King of Syria^ and enter- 

tain'd by him while he fini(h*d one of the Iliads, We 

read too of' others which were publiAi'd with the 

Barnes of countries; fuch as the ^ Majjaliotkk and 5i- 

ntfiek: as if the world were agreed to make his works 

ia their iiirvival undergo the fame fate with himfelf; 

and that' as different cities contended for his birth, fo 

they might again contend for the true edition. But 

though thefe reviews were not peculiar to JEgypt 

the greatefl honour was theirs, in that univcrfal ap* 

probation which the performance of Atfiftat^chus re-^ 

ceiv'd; and if it be not his edition which we have at 

prefent, we know not ta whom to afcribe it. 

But the. world, was not contented , . ,. . 
bardy to hav« fettled an edition of ^^^]l^^ '"^ 
his works. There were innumerable 
comments in which they were open'd like a treafiiry 
of learning ; and tranftations whereby other languages' 
became enridvd by an infufionof his fpirit of poetry.* 
^ Milan teUs us, that even the Indians^ hadthem in their 
tongue, and the Ptrfian Kings fung them, in their5?. 
*Pcrfim mentions a verHon into Latin by Laheo, and 
insgeperaLthe^paffages and imitations which are taken- 
from him, are fo numerous,- that he may be faid to 
have been tranllated by piecemeal into that, and all 
other languages : Which affords us this remark, that 
there !% hardly any thing in him, which has not been 
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Eitch'd upon by fome author or other as a 
cauty. 

It is almoft inaediUc to whft^ 
ThiMxtintsMd height the idea of that ▼enaatioaU, 
fmllLZ "" ancients paid to Hmnm^ will trife w] 
Histbinwrtii, One who reads ptrticnlady widi< 

viewu through all thefe periodi. 
was no fooner come from his obfcurity, batGMA'' 
receiv'd him with delight and profit: There wot 
then but few books to divide their attention» ml 
none which had a better title to engrois it alL Thei 
made fome daily difcoveries of hit bcauties» ifhidi 
were flill promoted in their different chandsbyAs 
fsivourite qualities of different nations, SpMrU vA 
Macidon coniider'd him moft in refpeA of his wtrM 
fiirit; Atlnm and JEfffpt with regard to his /itfry and 
learning; and all their endeavours united under die 
hands of the learned, to make him blaze forth intd 
an univerfal charadler. His works, which fh>m the 
beginning pafs'd for excellent ^M/17, grew to be HJk' 
ry and giography ; they rofe to be a magAxine of fiiuh 
4es; weie exalted into a fchemi of nUgi$»; gave a 
fandliun to whatever rites they mention'd ; wcrft 
quoted in all cafes for the condnSl pfUfg, and learned 
by heart as the very book of behef and pradice. 
From him the Poits drew their infpirations, the On- 
ricks their rules, and the Philofophers a defence of their 
opinions : Every author was fond to ufe his name; 
and every profcflion writ books upon him, 'till they 
fweU dto libraries. The warriors forraM themfelvcs 
by his Heroes, and the oracles delivered his verfcs 
for anfwers Nor was mankind fatisfy'd to have 
feated his character at the top of human wifdom, but 
bdng overborn with an imagination that he tranf- 
cended their fpecies, ihey admitted him to (hare in 
thofe honours they gave the Deities. They inftituted 
£anies foX ^^* dedicated ftatutes, ercflcd temples. 
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ar at 5)»ynM, Chios znd Alexandria ; znd^ Mliantdls 
OS, that when the Argivts facrific'd with their guefts, 
they us'd to invoke the prefence of Afollo and Homer 
together. 

Thus he was fettled on a foot of 
Cdoration, and continued highly ve- thtdtdintoftimf 
ncrated in the noman, empire, when ^^^'J' V^ 
ChrifiiaHtpj began. Heathenifm was fitsmtyf 
then to be dcftroy'd, and Homer ap- 
peared the father of it; whofe fidhons were at once 
the belief of the Pagan religion, and the objections 
of Chriftianity againlt it. He became therefore ve- 
ry deeply involv'd in the queftion; and not with that; 
honour which hitherto attended him, but as a crimi- 
nal who had drawn the world into folly. He was on 
one hand accus'd for having fram'd* fables upon the 
works ofMofes; as the rebellion of the Giants from 
the buflding of Babel, and the calling Ate or Strife out 
of heaven from the fall of Lucifer, He was expos'd 
on the other hand for thofe which he is faid to in- 
vent, as Yfhcn^ Amohius cries out, «« This is the man 
** who wounded your Venus, iraprifon'd your Mars, 
" who freed even your Jufiter.hy Briareus, and who 
** finds authorities for all your vices," err. Mankind 
was ^ derided for whatever he had hitherto made 
them bdieve ; and > Plato, who ezpell'd him his com- 
monwealdi, has of all the Philofophers, found the 
beft quarter from the fathers, for pafGng that fen- 
tcnce. His fineit beauties began to take a new ap- 
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pparance of pernicious qualities; and becau 
might be confider'd as alluremeflts to fafncy, 
ports to thofc errors with'whick thty were n 
they were to be depredated w^hile the conteft 
was in being. It was hence, that the readii 
was.difcourag'd/ thit we hear liuffinus accufini 
romi for it, and that i St. Aufiln rejeds him 
grand mafter of fable ; tho' indeed the dulciffin 
which he apphes to Homer ^ looks but like a i 
manner of parting with him. 

This ilrong attack againft our author obllg' 
Philofophers who could have acquiefc'd as hi 
rers, to appear ^s his defenders; who becai 
faw the fables could not beUterally fupported, 
vour'd to find a hidden fenfc, and to carry pi 
where that vein of allegory which >v as already 
open with fuccefs in fome places. But ho' 
raWy were theyforc'd to (hifts, when thej 
'June's dreffing in the Ctftps for ^»fhir to fig 
purging of the air as it approach'd the fireri 
itoTj of Mars and Vemus^ that inclination they 
incontinency who are born when thefe plane 
conjundHon ^ Wit and learning n^^d here a la: 
to difpiay themfelvcs, and to difagrce in : fo; 
times Jfifinri and fometimes Vidcan, was r 
fignify the /re; or Mars and Vent4^w%re all< 
give us a Ict^re of morality at one time, ant 
Mem of afirenomj' Tit another. And thefe lira 
Coyeries, yrhidi* Porphyry and the reft would. 
ptSs for the genuine theology of the Greeks, pr< 
(as *> Etsfebius terms it) the perverting of fable 
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k fenfe. . They did indeed often defend Bavur^ 
'n tney allbgprized away their G^^/j by doing fo. 
the world took for fubftantial objects of adora- 
lijGTolv'd befbre its eyes into a ^urative mean- 
moral truth, or a^4>iece of learning which mi^t 
f correfpond to any religion ; and the learned 
bad left thcmfelves •nothing .to worfliip, when 
ame to find an objedt in Chriftianity. , 
; difpute of faith being over, 
t learning reaflum'd its dignity, %f^rMUn-»f 
[gmit- obtain'd his proper place ^*^.'*12f*^l^ 
eftecm of mankind. His books rJ^J^"^ 
m no longer the fcheme of a 
religion^ but become the regifter of one of 
T times. They arc.not now received for a rule 
J, but valued for thofejuft obfervations which 
fpers'd through thfem: They are no longer 
unc'd from oracles, but quoted ftill'by authors 
cir learning. Thofe remarks which the Philo- 
rs made upon them, have their weight with us; 
beauties which the Poets dwell'd upon, their 
ation: And even after the abatement of what 
xtravagant in his run of praife, he remains con- 
fya mighty genius not tranfcended by any which 
fince arifen; a Prince, as well as a Father, of 
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remains ifl: this hiflorical eflaj, 
regulate ourprefent opinion of 
. by a view of his learning, com- ^'-J-'^i . •/ Ho- 
with that of his age. For thi& °^«^^'""- 
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end he ^nay firfl be confider'd a a poi 
rafler whichwashis profcffctily; ^udfet 
cndow'd with other fcienccs, which mu 
of, not as in themfdves, liut as in fubfer 
main defign. Thus he will be feen on 1 
«f pcrfeflion in one view, and with th 
ances which fliould be made on the othei 
pals through the fcveral heads of fcience, 
ihofc times in which he writ will (hew 
impediments he rofc under, and the reai 
vcral things in him which have been ' 
either could not, or fliouJd uot be olh 
ihey arc. 

AsfortheftateofPflW 

A PtttT). a low pitch in the age 

There is mention ofO/ 

and Muftus, venerable names in antiquit] 

nently celebrated in fable for the wondt 

of their fongs and raufick. The learaed J 

Ills Biiliothtca Grtca, has rcckon'd about fi 

arc raid to ha ve written before Hemtr : but 

Were not preferv'd, and can be only con 

Mey were really exceHent) as the happin 

own generation. What fort ot Poets H» 

ills own time, may be gathered from 1 

wtiof'DtmBdtcus ixiAphemiHs, whom hi 

■ri(Lt '° "'^''"te his profeffion. The 

S^ °/n'^^"« lay then among the 

half m °/^°"" ^' banquets, who were 1 

wfteriti^LX^f^ oetiy. he has taken a 
^" DCt n given it. It is in i 
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where l^3f/#/ puts Bemodccus npon a trial of 
^§mfidocush2\ing diverted the guefls with feme 
>f the TroJ4n war; " *» AH this {hjsUlyfesJ 
uive fung very elegantly, as if you had either 
present, or heard it reported; but pafs now 
iibjec^ I (hall give you, £ng the management 
fjjes in the wooden horfe, juft as it happcn'd, 
will acknowledge the Gods have tauglit you 
fongs." This the finger being infpir'd from 
begins immediately, and Ulyfis by weeping at 
tal confeffes -the truth ol it. We fee here a 
ti which could only pafs upon an ageextream- 
uit in the nature of Poetry, where that claim 
ration is given to it which it has never fince 
irn, and (which is more) a power of prophe- 
pleafure afcrib'dto it. Thus much therefore 
.er from himfelf, concerning the moft ancient 
Poetry in Grttce; that no one was honoured 
e same of Poet> before Him whom it hat 
ly belonged to ever after. And if we farther 

the confeQt of authors, we fmd he has other 
it being call'd die &&. ^Ji>fephH^ obferve$» 
le GrMs have not contefted, but he was the 
aent, whofebookstheyhad in writing. ^A* 
lys , He was the " firft who brought all the 
of a poem into one piece," to whidi he adds, 
true judgment," to give him a praifc indud* 

1 the invention and perfe^on. And Htrdci 
:o think , that he invented the very miafmt$ 
I call'd Haroick from the fubjeds on which ho 
dit;, 

yi^e regnmquep dueumquij Cffirtfa htUd^ 
'crihi fojjmt numero tnonfiravit Hpm^rus ^. 
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Whatev-cr was fcrious or magnificent made a p 
his fubjeA: War and peace were the compreli 
divifion in which he confider*d the world; ai 
plans of his poems were founded on the moft 
fcencs of each, the adventuresof a fiege, and t 
cidents of a voyage. For thefe, liis fpirit was c 
aftive and various , lofty in expreffion , clear; 
ration, iiaturalin defcription, rapid in a&ion, 
dant in figures. If ever h& appears lefs th^n h 
it is from, the time he writ in ; and if he rui 
errors , . itis from an excefs , rather than a de 
genius. Thu» he rofe ovei the poetical world 
ing oul like a fun all at once; which if it ibm 
make too faint an appearance, /tis to be.afcrib' 
to the neceifity of the feafon that keeps it a 
fiance ; and if he is fbmedmes too violent , we < 
at the fame time that we owe all things to his b 

As for his Thtolop^ we fee th 
Tb$$kgy. then fyilemr entirely folio w'd. 

was all he could then h4ve to 
upon, and where h^iails of truth for want of] 
tion, Jie atleaft (hews his knowledge in iiis om 
gion by the traditions he delivers. But we ar 
i^on a point to be farther handled, becaufe the 
eft controverfy concerning the merit of Hon 
p^ds upon it. L^t us confider then, that the 
an age in Crmee^ when natural reafon only difc 
there muft be fomething fuperior to us, and tr 
bad affix'd the notion to a number of Deities, 
time »»Mr. rofe with Jhe: finell lum imagina 
Poetry, who defigning to inftrudl mankind 
manner for which he was moft adapted, writ 
wherein he made ufe.t>f the miniftry of the G 
give the higheft air of fufprize and veneratior 
WJitings. He found the religion of mankind 
up. in fables; it was thought then the eafieft 
coAvey mondito the peoj^e, who were aUur'< 
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tention by plcafurc, and aw*d with the opinion of a 
liiddcn myftery . Nor was it his bufinefs when he un-r 
dertook the province of a Poet (not of a mercPhilo^ 
fopher) to be the firil who (houLd difcard that which 
fvnifbes Poetry with its mofl beautiful appearance : 
tnddpccially, fince the ageheliv'din,.by difcovering 
its taftCy had hot only given him authority, -but evcii. 
Jut him under tlw ncceflity of preferving it. Whatr^ 
ncr therefore he might think of his Gods, « he took 
them- as he found them : he brought them intoadion 
tccoxding to the notions which were then entcrtain'd» 
and infome Hories as they were then believ*d;- unlefs 
we imagine that he invented every thing, he delivers* 
Yet there are feveral rays of truth ftreaming through 
in this darknefi, in thofe fentiments he entertains 
concerning the Gods ; and feveral allegories lightly 
Tcii'd over, from whence the learned drew new 
knowledges, each according to his power of penetra*. 
tion and fancy. But that we may tiie better compre- 
hend him in all the parts of this general view , let u» 
extra A i^om him a fcheme of his rdigion« 

Hie has a Jufiter, z father if Gods and men, whoiQr 
he makes- fi^ream, and to whom he apphes feveral 
attributes > as wifdom, juftice, knowledge, power ^ 
crc. which are effentiaHy inherent to the idea of a 
Goi ^ He has given him two vejJeU^ out of which 
he diftributes natural good or evil for the life of man; 
he places the Gods in council round him; he makes 
t Prayers pais to and fro before him; and mankind 
adore hixn with facrifice. But all this grand appear* 
ance whcriin Poetry paid a deference to reafon , is 
diflf d and mingled with the imperfedion of our na- 
ture; not only with the applying our paifions to the 
fopreme being (for men have always been treated 



' with- 
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with this complyancc to their notions) but that \ 
not even exempted from our common appetites 
frailties : For he is made to eat, drink, and d 
but this his admirers would imagine to be only agr 
way of rcprefcnting a general notion of happi 
becaufe he fays in one place, ^ that the food o 
Gods was not of the fame nature with ours. Bb 
on the whole, while he. cndeavour'd to fpeak 
Deity without a right information, he was fon 
take him from that image he difcovcr^d in man 
(like one who being dazled with the fun in the 
vens, would view him as he is refleded in a 
he has taken ofif the impreffion not only rufflec 
the emotion of our pailions, but obfcur'd wi 
earthy mixture of our natures. 

The other Gods have all their provinces a: 

•cm ; «* Every thing has its peculiar Deity, fays' 

•* imm Tyrms, by which Homer would infinuail 

** the Godhead was prefent to all things.'* 

they are coniider'd farther, we find he has tun 

virtues and endowments of our minds into fer/ 

make the fprings of adion become vifible ; a 

caufe they are given by the Gods, he reprcfentJ 

as Gods themfelves defcending from heaven. 

fame ftrong light he (hews our vices, when the) 

fion misfortunes, hke extraordinary powers 

inilid them upon us ; and even our natural I 

ments are rcprefented as punifhers themfelves 

when we come to fee the manner they arc intr- 

in, they are found feafting, fighting, wounc 

inen, and (bedding a fort of blood ; in which 1: 

chines play a little too grofly : the fable whi 

admittcSd to procure the pleafure of furprize, v 

ly opprefles the- moral, and it may be loft lal 
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^ for it in every minute circumflance, if indeed 
IS intended to be there. The main defign was 
:vcrphilofophical, the drefs the poet's, which 
uf'd for neceffity, and allow*d to be orna- 
aL And fomething ilill may be offer'd in his 
ICC, if he has both preferv*d the grand moral 
being obfcur'd , and adorn'd the parts of hii 
rwith fuch fentiments of the Gods as belonged 
e age he liv*d in; which that he did , appean 
his having then had that fuccefs for which alie- 
was contrived. « It is the madneis of men p 
s k Maximus Tyius^ to dif-efteem what is plain, 

I admire what is hidden ; tliis the poets difco- 
•ing, invented the fable for a remedy, when 
y treated of holy matters ; which being more 
cure than convcrfiUion , and more clear than 

riddle, is a mean between knowledge and ig- 
ranee; believ'd partly for being agreeable, and 
tly for being wonderful. Thus as Poets in 
ne, and Philofophers in effedl, they drew man- 
d gradually to a fearch after truth, when tlie 
ne of Philofopher would have been har(h and 
jlcafing/' 

icn Homer proceeds to tell us our duty to thefe 
or beings, we find prayer, facrifice, laftratioft, 

II the rites which were efteem'd religious, con- 
r recommended under fear of their difpleafure. 
nd too a notion of the foul's fubfiliing after this 
but for want of revelation he knows not what 
kon the happinefs of a future ftate, to any one 
«ras not deify*d: Which is plain from the fpeech 
•Miles to VlyJI'es in the rcgioaof the dead ; where 
Is him, that " he would rather fcrve the pooreil 
atore upon earth, than .rule over all die dc- 
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" parted." It was chiefly for tMs reafon that 
excluded him his common-wealth; he though 
mer fpoke indecently of the Gods> and dreadral 
a future Hate; in which fentence he has made i 
lowance for the times he writ in. But if he a 
be defended in every thing as a theologift, j\ 
may fay in refpe<fl of his poetry, that he has em 
it from thcdogy with true fentiments for profi 
dorn'd it with allegories for pleafure; and by 
fome machines which have no farther fignific 
or are fo refin*d as to make it doubted if they 
any, he has however produc'd that charadlcr in 
try which we call the Marvellous^ and from v 
lbs Agreeabli (according to ArtftotU) is always 
parable. 

If we take the ilate of Grm 
^•UtUki. '^his time in a political view, w< 

it a " difunited country, mad 
of fmall ftaptes-; and whatever was manag'd ic 
amounted to no more than inteftine ikirmifhes, < 
racies abroad, which were eafily reveng*d on ao 
of their dif-union. Thus one people ftole B\ 
and another loi the Grddans took Hejione from 
and the Trojans took Helena from Greece in rev 
But this laft having greater friends and alliancej 
any upon whom the rapes had hitherto fallen 
ruin of Troj was the confequence ; and the foi 
the Afintick coafts was fo broken, that this ace 
put an end to the age of piracies. Then the int 
broils of Greece (which had been difcontinued c 
the league) were rencwM upon its diflblution. 
and fedition moVd |icojple from place to place 
ring-its want of inhatttants; Exiles from one i 
trey were received for Kings in another; andL.< 
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>ok traAs of ground to bdlow them upon their foh 
)wers. Commerce was negledcd , living at home 
iiifafe , and nothing of moment tranfadled by any 
mt againit their neighbours. Athens only, where the 
5Cople were imdifturbed bccaufe it was a barren foil 
irhich no body coveted, had begun to fend colonics 
ibroad, being over-ftock'd with inhabitants. 

Now a Poem coming out atfo ftafonablc a time, 
with a Moral capable of heahng thefe difordets by 
promoting Vniotk, we may reafonably think it was 
dtfign'd for tiiat end to which it is fo peculiarly a- 
dapted. If we imagine therefore that Homer was a 
pitician in this affair, we may fuppofe him to have 
Jook'd back into the ages paft, to fee if at any time 
thcdiforder hid been lefs; and to have pitched upon 
that ftory, wherein it found a temporary cure ; 
that by celebrating it with allpoffible honour he might 
9iftilad'e£re of tliefame fort of union into the hearts 
Qf his countreymcn. This indeed was a work which 
fould belong to none but a poet, when Governors 
kad power only over fmall territories, and the nume- 
lous Governments were every way independent, k 
was then that all tlie charms of poetry were call'd 
forth, to infinuate the important glory of an alli- 
mcc ; and the Iliad deliver'd from the Mufes, with 
dl the pomp of words and artificial influence. U- 
Aion -among themfelves was recommended, peace at 
borne, and glory abroad : And left this (kould be ren- 
der'd ufdefs by mifmanagements, he lets iis into far- 
dier IdEons concerning it: How when his Kings 
quirrd, their fubjedlsfuffer; when they ad in con- 
junftioii, vidory attends them : Wliemthey meet 
in coundlt plans are drawn, and provifions made for 
fittare adion; and when in the field, the arts of -war 
ue defcrib*d with the greateft exadbiefs. Thefe were 
kfturcs of general concern to mankind, proper for 
the Poet to deliver, and Kings to attend to ; fuch as 
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made Porphyry write of the profit that PrijiccS migl 
receive from Hotfur ; and Sfratocles , Hermias , ar 
Frontlnus cxtradl military difdpliae out of Kim* .Thi 
tho' Plato has baniihM bam from oae imaginary con 
mon-wealth, he has ftill been ferviceable to man 
real kingdoms. 

Thstniorality of Greta could n< 
M$rMhtjf. be perfed while there was a wcat 

nefs in its government ; faults i 
Politicks are occafion'd by fa^ts in Ethicks, an 
occaiion them in their turn. , The divifion into f 
many ttates was the rife of frequent quarrels, where 
by men were bred up in a rough untradlable difpof 
tion. Bodily ftrength met with the greateft honotir! 
becaufe it was daily neceffary to the fubfiftence of lil 
tie governments ; and that headlong courage wfaic 
tlirows itfelf forward to enterprize and plunder, wa 
univerfally carefs'd, becaufe it carry *d all things- be 
fore it. It is no wonder in an age of fuch educatio 
and cuftoms, that, as " Thucyd'tdes fays, " Robbin 
" was honour'd, provided it were done with gallar 
" try, and that the ancient poets made people que 
" ftion one another as they fail'd by, if they vm 
** thieves f as a thing for which no one ought eithe 
" to be fcorn'd or upbraided." Thcfe were the foi 
of adions which the fingers then recorded, and : 
was out of fuch an age that Homer was to take hi 
IjubjeAs. For this reafon (not a want of -morality i 
him) we fee a beading temper andunmanag'droi^ 
nefs in the fpirit of his Heroes, which raa out i 
pride, anger, or cruelty. It is not in him. as, in on 
modern Romances, where men are drawn in pcrft 
dion, and we but read with a tender wcakhefs wha 
we can neither apply nor emulate. Homer writ fb 
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: "ttcn, and therefore he writ of them ; if the \vo;'r| 
hd been better, he would have (lic'.v;i it To ; a; tlic 
\ natter now ftands, we fee his people wiih ilic turn 
ofhis age, infaiiably thirftingafrergl'^ry andpliin.^'-; 
for which however he has found them a lawfuU.-.n: . , 
and taken care to retard their fuccefs by ihofo very 
fiults. 

In the profecution of the ftory, every part of it 
iias its leffjns of morahty : There is brotherly Invc in 
J§amemnon and Menela-ts, fricndfliip in Achiile:^v\ 
Pairocliis, and the love of his countrcy in tlcJcr, 
But fince we have Ipoken of the Jlir.i is inonr pa:r:- 
cular for its pohticks, we may confidor ri-.e o./ flly :.k 
its moral is more dirc<ftly fram'd lur irrl.ic!.*. Ir c;."- 
ries the Hero through a v;orld of tria'..-. I'oMi (^\ tht- 
dangerous and pleafurablc nature. It ihcws, i;im '1-lt 
ttnder moll i'urpvizing Wiiijhis of a.h'crjity, am'jni; 
Ihipwrccks an I favages; a.l ihefe he is inaL't'.- pnis 
through, in the methods by which it bcccvucs a m mi 
to conquer; a patience in fufferin;^, and a pn-fencc 
of mind in every accident. Jt fl^.ews liim arain in a- 
nothcr view, tempted them with the brir-: of icilc or un- 
lawful plcafures; and then points out il-v incth()''Sor 
being fafc from them. But if in :!cner.il ^v^ c'^n!l;L*r 
the care our author has t.ihcn lo ilx Ir'-' bj'f'^nsiif mo- 
rality by the proverbs and p;"ccc;'ts hn dc livers we 
Ihall not wonder if CJrc:cey which after wards fiivj rliC 
appellation of zvife to men who fctrlcdy/wj/f^/tWr;;-^; 
of truth, (hould give luin the tiile of the F.uher f>f 
Virtue^ for introducing fuch a number. To be brief, if 
we take the opinion oi^ Horace, he his propos'd him 
to us as a matter of morality ; he lays down the com- 
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mon philofophical divifion oigood^ into pleMfant, fr&- 
fitabU , and honeft ; and thei\ afTerts that . Homer has 
more fully and clearly inilruc^ed us in each of thenh 
than the moft rigid philofophers. 

Some indeed have thought » notwithftanding all 
this, that Homer had only a defign to pleafe in his in- 
vention ; and that others have fince extra<fted morals 
vout of his ftories (as indeed all ilories are capable of 
being us*d fo.^ But this is an opinion concerning Poe- 
try, which the world has rather degenerated into, 
than begun with. The traditions of Orpheus s civili- 
xing mankind by hymns on the Gods, with oth'fcrsof 
the like nature, may (hew there was a better ufe of 
the art both known and pradlis*d. There is alfo a 
remarkable paflTage of this kind in the third book of 
■the Odyfeyy that Agamemnon left one of thePPoetsof 
thofe times in his Court when he fail'd for Troy, and 
that his Queen was preferv'd virtuous by his fongs, 
'till JEgyfthus was forced to expel him in order to de- 
bauch her. Here he has hinted what a true poetical 
fpirit can do, when apply'd to the promotion of vir- 
tue ; and from this one may judge he could not but 
•defign that himfelf, which he recommends as the du- 
ty and merit of his profeffion. Others fince his time 
may have feduc'd the art to worle intentions; but 
they who arc offended at the liberties of fome poets, 
fliould not condemn all in the grofs for trifling or cor- 
ruption ; efpecially. when the evidence runs fo ftrong- 
ly for any one, to the contrary. 

We may in general go on to obferve, that the 
time when Homer was born did not abound in learn- 
ing. For where -ever pohticks and morality are 
weak, learning wants its peaceable air to thrive 
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;e is himfelf the man from whom we have 
(I accounts of antiquity^ either in its adlions 
ning; from whom we hear what JE^ft or 
could inform him in, and whatever himfelf 
iifcover by the ftrcngth of nature or induftry. 
(wever, that we may not miftake the Elogies of 
indents who call him the "Father of Arts and 
r, and be furpriz'd to find fo little Of them (as 
re now in perfedion) in his works; we (hould 
that this character is not to be underftood at 
as if he had included the full and regular fy* 
of every thing: He is to be confiderM profef- 
3nly in quahty of a poet; this was his bufinefs, 
lich as whatever he knew was to be fubfervi- 
) he has not faiUd to introduce thofe ftrokes of 
.edge from the whole circle of arts and fciences, 

the fubjed demanded, either for neceffity or 
lent. This will appear on a fair view of him 
h of thefe lights, 
ore his time there was no hifto- 
\n Greece: He treated hiftorical- Hiftry. 

paft tranfadlions, according as 
mid be inform'd by tradition, fong, or whate- 
lethod there was of preferving their memory, 
his we have the confent of antiquity; they 
generally more appeal'd to his authority, and 
infilled on it, than on the teftimony of any o- 
writer, when they treat of the rites, cuftoms, 
lanners of the firft times. They have general- 
liev'd that the aifls of T^dms at Thebes^ the fe- 
fiege of that city, the fettlement of ILhodesy the 
. between the Cnretes and the Mtolians^ the fuc- 
n of the Kings of Mycend by the fcepter of Agar- 
ion, the ads of the Greeks at Troy, and many o- 
fuch accounts, are fomc of them wholly pre- 
I by him, and the reft as faithfully related as by 
liftorian. Nor perhaps was aU of his invention 

E 2. which 
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which feems to be feign'd, but rather friequcady the 
obfcurc traces and remains of real perfons and ani- 
ons ; which, as q Strah obferves, when hiftory w« 
tranfmitted by oral tradition, might be mix'd with 
fable before it came into the hands of the poet. ** This 
«* happened (fays he) to Herodotus, the firft profelTed 
** hiilorian, who is as fabulous as Homer when hede- 
** fers to the common reports of countries ; and it is 
** not to be imputed to either as a fault, but as t 
" ncccfllty of the times.'* Nay, the very pdflages 
Avhich caule us to tax them at this diflance with bt- 
ing fabulous, might be occalion*d by their diligence, 
iind a fear of ei ring, if they too haitily rcjedcd thofe 
reports which had pafs'd current in the nations they 
dcfcrib'd. 

Before his time there was no fuch 
Ceoirajftjy, t\\ir\g ^^ Geograph'j'm Greece, For this 

we liave the fuffrage of ' Strabo, the 
bell of Geographers, who approves the opinion of 
Hipparchus and" Other ancients, that Homer was the 
very author of it; and upon this account begins his 
trc.uife of the fcience itfelf, with an encomium on 
him. As to the general part of it, we find he had a 
•knowledge of the Earth's being furrounded with the 
Ocean, bccaufe he makes the Sun and Stars both td 
rife and fet in it; and that he knew the ufe of the 
Stars is plain from his making * Vl'yjfes fail by the ob- 
'fcrvation of them. But the inftances oftneft alledg'd 
upon this point is the « ftiield of Achilles; wherc4ic 
places the earth encompafs'd with the Sea, and gives 
the Stars the names they are yet known by, as the 
H'jades, Pleiades^ the Bear, and Orion, By the three 
firit of thefe he reprefents- the conftellations of the 
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BOrthem region; and in the hft he gives a fingle re- 
prefentativc of the foudiem, to which (as it were 
for a counter- balance) he adds a title of greatneis, 
«&«f^.*fte^#«(^. Then he tcUs us that the Bear^ or 
Stars of the Ariftick Circle, never difappear; as an 
obfervation which agrees with no other. And if to 
this we add (what Eratofthenes thought he meant) 
i^ the five plates which were faftened on the (hield, 
divided it by the lines where they met, into the five 
Zones, it will appear an orignal defign of globes and 
ipbcres. In the particular parts of Geography his 
knowledge is entirely inconteltable. Straho refers to 
him upon all occafions, allowing that he knew the 
extremes of the Earth, fome of which he names, 
ftfid others he defcribes by figns, as the Fortunate 7- 
j^ds-. The fame. « author* takes notice of his ac- 
counts concerning the feveral foils, plants, animals, 
ind cuftoms; as ^^y/z's being fertile of medicinal 
heihs ; JLi^j'sfruitfidncfs, where the Ewes have 
herns, and yean thrice a year, c?*^. wliich are know- 
ledges that make Geography r?ore various and profita- 
Uc* But what all have agreed to celebrate is his 
defcription of Gracey which had hws* made for its 
prcfervation, and- contefts between governments de- 
cided by its atithority : Which ^S/r/i^^ acknowledges 
to- have no epithet, or ornamental cxpreffion for any 
l^ce, that is not drawn from its nature, quahty, or 
ckcumfiances ; andprofefles (after fo long an interval) 
ta deviate from it only where the countrey had un- 
detgone alterations, that call the defcription into ob- 
fearity. 

In his time Rhetorick was not known; 
that art took its rife out of poetry, ^bfttrieke 
which was not till then eftabhfh'd. 
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«« The oratorial elocution (fays « Strabo) is but an 
" imitation of the poetical; this appeared firft and 
*« was approved : They who imitated it, .took oflf the 
«« meafurcs, but ftill preferv'd all the c^er parts of 
«* poetry in their writings: fach vrcrc Cadmus the 
*• Milefian, Pherecydes, and HecatMis, Then their 
" followers took fomething more from what was 
" left, and at laft elocution defcendcd into the profe 
" which is now among us." But if Rheforsck is 
owing to poetry, the obligation is ftfll more due 
to Homer. He (as y S)mntiUan tells us)' gave both 
the pattern and rife to all the parts of it. " Hie cm- 
** nibus eloquentU partibus exempium v or turn dediti 
<' Hunc nemo in magnis rebus fublimitati^ in parvispr^* 
•« prietate, fuperavit. Idem l^us ^ pnjfusy jucundtti 
** e?* gravis, turn copid turn bnvitate admirabUis, nn 
** poetlcd modb fed orator id virtute eminentlffimus** 
From him therefore they who fettled the art found 
it proper to deduce the rules, which was calily done, 
when they had divided their obfcrvations into the 
kinds and the ornament*: of elocution. For thie kinds, 
the " anciens (fays«-4. Gf//.) fettled them siQcord- 
" ing to the^ree which they obfcrvein his princi- 
*' pal fpeakers ; his Vl'^ffesy who is magnificent ztiA 
" flowing; his Menelaus, who is ftiort and dofe; 
and his Neftor, who is moderate and difpaffion'd, 
and has a kind of middle eloquence participating 
*' of both the former." And for the ornaments, •>4- 
riftotky the great mafler of the Rhetoricians, ftews 
what deference is paid to Homer, when be orders the 
orator to lay down his heads, and exprefs both the 
manners and affe<ftions of his work, with an imitati- 
on of that didion, and thofe figures, which the di- 
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line Homer excell'd in. This is the conflant Ian- 
guage of thole wli^o fucceeded him, and the opini- 
on fo far prevail'd as to make ^ S}uintllian obferve, . 
that they who have written concerning the art of 
fpeaking, take from Homer moft of the inftances of 
their 0miUtudes, amplifications, examples, digrefli-- 
ons, and arguments. 

As to natural fhllofbphy, the age ^, , », .. r 
was not arriVd in which it flpurifti'd ; ^^'^'^^ ^^''^'^" 
however feme of its notions may be 
trac'd in him. As when he fays that the fountains 
and rivers cqme from the ocean, he holds a clrcu-' 
latton of .fluids in the earth. But as this is a branch 
of leaf ning which docs not lie much in the way of a 
Poet who fpeaks of Heroes and wars ; the defire to 
prove his knowledge this way, has only run ^PoUtian 
and others into trifling inferences ; as when they would 
have it that he undcrftood the fecrets of Philofophy,be- 
ctufc he mentions fun, rain, wind and thunder. The 
moft probable way of making out his knowledge in tlila 
kind, is by fuppofing he couch'd it in allegories ; and 
rtiat he fometimes us'd the names of the Gods as his 
Terms for the Elements^ as the Chymifts now ufe them 
for Metals. But in applying this to him we muft 
tread very carefully ; not fearching for allegory too 
induftrioufly, where the paflage may inftrud: by ex- 
ample; and endeavouring rather to find the fable an 
ornament to what is eafily known, than to make it a 
cover to curious and unknown problems. 

As for Medicine, fomething of it 
muft have been undcrftood in that P^rM- 
age ; though it was fo far from per- 
fcftion, that (according to ^ Celfut) what concerned 
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Viet was invented long after by Hippocrates. The ac* 
ci<'cnts of life make the fcarch after remedies too in- 
difpenfable a duty to be ncgleded at any time. Ac- 
cordingly he c tells us, that the JEgyptians who had- 
11 any medicinal plants in their countrey, were all 
Phylicians; and peihaps he might have leaint his ovn 
{l:ill from his acqiiainiance with that nation. The 
llaic of war which Gr^er^ had Hv'd in, required a know- 
ledge in the heahng of wxunds: and this might make 
liim breed his princes, Achilles, Patroclus^ Podaliriusr 
and Machaon, to the fcicnce. What Homer thus at* 
tributes to others, he knew himfelf, and he has given 
us 1 eafon to beHevc^ not flightly. For if ye confider. 
his inlight into the llrufture of the human body, it 
is fo ;iicc, that he has been judg*d by fome to have 
wounded his Heroes with too much fcience: orif- 
we obferve his cure of wounds, which are the acci- 
dents proper to an Epic poem, we find him direding 
t)ie cliirurgital operation, fometimes infufing Ueni- 
tivLS, and r^t other times bitter powders, when the 
cif'uiionof blood requir'd aftringent qualities. 

For Statuarjy it appears by the ac* 
Sfdiudrj. counts- of u2i>y^/ and the Palladium, 

that there was enough of it very 
early in the world for thofe images which were 
rcquir'd in the v.'orfhip of their Gods; but there 
are nore mention'd as valuable in Greece fo carly>" 
nor was the art eflablifli'd on its rules before Hj- 
wtr. He found it agreeable to the worfhip iu ufe^ 
and necellary for his machinery, that his Gods (hould 
be cloath'd in bodies : Wherefore he took care to 
give them fuch as carry'd the uimoft perfeclion of the 
human form; and dilUnguifli'd them from each other 
even in (his fuperior beauty, with fuch marks as were 
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^ecable to each of the Deities. " -This, fay s g Stra- 
** K awaken'd the conceptions of the molt eminent 
** llatuaries, while they itrove to keep up the grandeur 
" Of that idea, "which Homer had imprelVd upon thejf 
** imagination ; as we read of Phidias concerning ihe 
** ftatue of "^ufiterr And becaule they copy'd their 
Gods from liini in their bell performances, his de- 
icriptions- became the charaHers which were after- 
wirds purfu'd ia all works of a good tafte» Hence 
came the common faying of the anciems, ." That 
** either Homer was the only man who had feen the 
" forms of the Gods, or the only one who had (hewi) 
" them to men;" a paiTagc which *> Madam Dacicr 
wrcfts to prove the truih of his theology, different 
from Strabos acceptation cf it. 

There are, befides what we have fpoken of, other 
fcienccs pretended to be found in him. Tlius Ma- 
crobius discovers that the chain with which ' Jupiter 
fays he coold Hft the world, is a met^iphyfical notion^ 
that means a connexion of all things from the fu- 
preme being to the meaneft part of the crcat'oiu 
Others, to prove him fkilful in judiaal j^jirolcgy ^ 
bring a quotation concerning the births of ^ Be^or and 
Ptl^dAmas on the fame night; who were nevcrthclcfs 
of different qualifications, one excelling in war, and 
the other in eloquence. Others again will hjr\'e him 
to be vers'd in Mapck, from his ftories Concerning 
Circe, Tti^fe and many of the like nature are inter- 
pretations" ftrain'd or trifling, luch as Homer does not 
want for a proof of his learning, and by which \vc 
conrribute nothing to,raifc his charaxfter, while wc 
fiicrifice our judgment to him in the'eyes of others. 
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It i) Tufficient to have gone thus far, in fbewingtie 
was the fiither of learning, a foul ca'pablc of ranging 
over the whole creation with an iotellediul view, 
fliining alone in an age of obfcurity, and Ihining be- 
yond thofe who have had'thc advantage of more learn- 
ed ages; leaving behind him a work not only adom'd 
with all the knowledge of his own time, but in which 
be has before-hand broken up the fountains of feve- 
Tai fcicnces which were brou^t neaicr to perfeflion 
by pofteritjr : A work which Thai! always ftind at tiic 
top of the fublime charafler, to be gai'd at by readers 
with an admiration of its pcrfciftion, and by writen 
with a dcTpair that it Ihotild ever be emulated viih 
foccefi. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Contention of Achilles and Jg^- 

memnon. 

IN the war «/Troy, /JE^f -Greeks having fack*d firm 
cftht nitghbouring towns f. and tuken fnom thence tw» 
beautiful captives, Chryfeis andBrik'is, allotted thefirft 
/(9 Agiimemnon, and the laft to AchiUes. Chryfes, the 
father of Chryfcis and pr'iefl of Apollo, • comes to the 
Tirecian camp tj ranfome her-,, with which the aclionof 
the poem opens, in the tettth year of the fiege, Theprieft 
bcln>g refusd and infolently difm'tfsd ^y Agamemnon,. 
intreais for vengeance from his God, who infiitls a pefti" 
Isyice on. the Greeks. Achilles calls, a councU; and en* 
(ouragesQ)xx\<iZS todiclare the caufe-cfit^ who- attributes 
it to the refufal of Chryic is. The King being obliged to 
fend hack hh captive, enters into a furious cont eft with 
Achi'lcs, vjhich ^c^ox pacifies 'r. however as he had the 
abfol:ite command of the army, hefeizes on Brifeis in re- 
vcTi%e. Achilles in dif content withdraws him felf and his 
for.iesfrotn the reft of the Greeks ; and' complaining t9 
Theti?, fhe fipplicates Jupiter to render them fenftble.rf 
tfre wfong djne to her fin, by giving vi^ory to the Tro- 
jnns, Jupiter granting her fuit incenfes Juno, between 
whom the debate runs high, 'till they are reconciled by 
the addrefs of Vulcan. 

TheMmc of uujo and twenty days is. taken up in this, 
hfok ;- nim during the plague, one in the* council and quar^ 
tiel of the Princes, and twelve for Jupiter'^ /^y with the 
.Ethiopians, at whjfe return Thetis prefers her petition. 
The- fcene lies in the Grecian camp, then changes to. 
Chryfa,. aad laftl^ to Olympus, 
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HE Wrath of PW^jm' Son, the direful fpring 
Of all the Grecian woes, O Guddefs, ling; 
That Wrath which hurl'd to Piiuc's gloom/ 
2ie fouls of mighiy chiefs uniimcly flain i ^"^ '^" 
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NOTES. 

IbntRhlni ftiaane thit of alt (he conimentitors Dpoa 
■Mr there is hiidlf one •nhnfi ptliicipn! deCgi is lo 
te ibc poetical bemtiei ot ilie auihor. Tliey atcvolu- 
I in expljiining itio'e IciriKci wliich he nude boc Hib- 
[ to tiii fpetrv, iuid fpauDJ ojlj ii,'Oii tint art wliich 
iit<i hi* ihamfler. Tliis hus been otealionM by ihe 
mtaiiiiajai moic leading iliiui utic, and 



HOMER'S ILIAD. Booxt 



j'Whofe limbs linburyM on the naked (horc. 
Devouring dogs and hungry vultures tore; 



Since 



were fonder of (hewing their variety of learning in all kinds, j 
than their iingle underftanding in poetry. Hence it comes t<^ ' 
pafs that their remarks are rather philofophical* hiftorictl* 
geographical, allegorical, or in fliort rather any thing than 
critical and poetical. Even the Grammarians, tho* their 
wholebufinefsandufebe only to render the words of anauthot 
intelligible, are ftrangely touch'd with the pride of doing fome- 
thingmorethan they ought. The grand ambition ofone fort of 
fcholars is to encreafe the number o( varioms lections y which 
they have done to fuch a deeree of obfcure diligence, that (as Sit 
H, Savtl ob(crv*d) we now begin to value the firft editions of . 
books as mod corred, becaule they have been leaiib coitefted. 
The prevailing paflion of others is to difcover newmtanings in an 
author,whom they will caufe to appear myfterious,pureIy forthe 
vanity of being thought to unravel him. 'Thefe account it a 
diCgrace to be of the opinion of thofe that preceded them> 
and it is generally the fate of fuch people who will nevet fay 
what was faid before, to fay what will never be faid after 
ihem. If they can but find a word, that has ooce been ftrainM ^ 
by fome (^rk writer, to fignify any thing different from ,it» 
ufoal acceptation ^ it is frequent with them to apply it coo- 
ftantly to that uncommon meaning, whenever they meet it 
in a clear writer : For reading is fo much dearer to them thaa 
fenfe, that they will difcard it at any time to make way for 
a criticifm. In other places where they cannot conteft the 
truth of the common interpretation, they get themfelvesroom 
for dilTeitation by imaginary sAmfhibologtes^ which they will 
have to be dedgn'd by the author. This dilpofition of find- 
ing out different fignitications in one thing, may be the effeft 
ofeither too much, or too little wit : For men of a right 
undeiftanding generally fee at once all that an author caa 
leafonably mean, but others are apt to fan(y two meaningt j 
for want of knowing one. Not to add, that there is a Taft i 
deal of difference between the learning of a Critick, and the » 
puzzling of a Grammarian. 

It is no eafy ta.'k to make fomething out of a hundred 
pedants that is not pedantical j yet this he muft do, who 
would give a toleiable ab&ia& of the foimei expofitors of 
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Since great Achilles and Atr'tdes ftrove, 
Such was the fov'reign doom , and fuch the will ofjozef 

Declare, 

^•wr. The commentaries of Euftdthius arc indeed an im- 
mcBfecieafuiy of the Grr^Jk learning; but as he feems to have 
■nafled the uibftance of whacevei others had written upon 
tbe tuthor> fo he is not free from fome of the foregoing cen- 
Aki. Theie are thofe who have faid, that a judicious ab- 
tobofhim alone, might furnifli out fufficient illuflrations 
KPOD Htmtr, It was refblv'd to take the trouble of reading 
ttroagh that voluminous work, and the reader m»y be aiTucM^ 
tltofe remaiks that any way concern the Poetry or art of the 
foct, aie much fewer than is imagin'd. The greater part of 
t^fe is already pluadet'd by fuccecding commentators, who 
have very little but what they owe to him: ^°d I am oblig'd to 
Uyeven of Madam DacUr, that (he is either more beholden to 
faun than (be has confeficd, or has read him Icfs than fhe is 
•illiog to own. She has made a farther attempt than her pre- 
deccllocs to difcover the beauties of the Poet 3 tho' we have 
often only her general prailes; and exclamations inftead of 
leafons. But her remarks all together are the moft judicious 
coUeftion extant of the fcattetM obfervations of the ancients 
lad moderns, as her preface is excellent, and her tranflation 
opially careful and elegant. 

The chief delign of the following notes is to comment up- 
OQ 0Mn«> as a poet 3 whatever in them is extrad^ed from others 
ii Conftantly ownM'3 the remaiks of the ancients are gene> 
nlly fet at length, and the places cited : all thofe ofEufid- 
fhiui are collefted which fall under this fcheme : many which 
were not acknowledg'd by other commentators, are refior'd 
to the trae owner \ and the fame juftice is (hewn to thofe 
who xcfias'd it to others. 

THE jpliin of this poem is formM upon anger, and its ill 
effefts, the plan of Ftrfi'/'s upon pious reflsnation and its 
ttwards : and thus every pamon or virtue may be the founda- 
lion of the fcheme of an Epic poem. This diftin^ion be- 
tween two authors who have been fo fuccefsful, feem'd ne- 
cefliiry to be taken notice of, that they who would imitate 
cithex may not fiumblc at the very entrance, or fo curb their 
imagihailoAS* as to deprive us of noble morals told in a 
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Declare, O Mufc ! in what ill-fated hour 
10 Sprung the fierce flrife, from what offended pow'r? 

new variety of accidents. Imitation does not hinder Inven- 
tion : We may obferve the lules of nature, and w:ite in the 
fpirir of thofe who have bell hit iu)on them •» without taking 
the fame track beginning in the ume manner, and follow 
ing the main of their ftoiy almoft ftcp by flep ; as moft of the 
modern writers of Epic poetiy have done after out of tbele 
great Toets 

i^. i'\ ^intili^'n has told US) that from the beginning of 
iJcme^'^i, two poems the rules of all Extrdmms were derived. 
** In poH' 'jfimis verfitm utrinfjue •feris ingrejfm^ Ugem Pfamiprwrn 
•• non dicofervavitf fed lanfiitHit.** Ttt']^/n has been very free 
with this invocation, in his Com^Arifoa Ittivjten Homer «»</ Virgil i 
which is by no means the moft judicious of his woiks. He 
cavils fi.ft at the Poet's infifting f'o mnch upon the dSzOit ii( 
^4 hi!lei*s anger, Th-at it was " the caule of the woes of the 
Creek:,** that it •- fent fo many Heroes to the fii^des," chat 
** their bodies were left a prey to birds and beafts," the firft 
of which, he thinks had been fufficicnt. One may anfwer, 
that the woes of decf might coniift in feveral other thmgs 
than in the death of her Heroes, which was thc:eforeneedfid 
to be fpecifyM : As to the bodies, he might have refitdei 
how great a curfe the w;tnt of buiial was accounted by the an- 
cients, and how piejudicial it was eficem'd even to the (buls 
of the dcceai'd : we have a moft particular example of the 
ilrength of this opinion from the conduft of i^f/ ^a. /cj iu his ^- 
jax i who thought this very point lufficient to niake the diftrefs 
ofthelaft aft of that tragedy after the death of his Heroc, pure- 
ly to fatisfy the audiciice that he obtain'd the rites of lepul- 
rare. Next he objedts it as pre^jofterous in Hopter to deCe 
the Mufe to tell him the whole ftory, and at the fame time 
to inform her Ibleninly in h=s own perfon that 'twas the wtii 
9f Jove which brought it about. But is a poet then to be imt- 
gin'd intircly ignorant of his fub)e£):> tho' he invokes the 
Mufe to relate the particulars } May not H»mer be'allov'd 
the knowledge of fo plain a tiuth, as that the will of God ii 
fulfiird in all things ? Nor does his mauner of £f[y ing this in- 
fer that he informs the Mufe of it, but only corrcfppads with 
tht uTiiai way of dcHiuig iofbimation fxvm aaochci coiican- 

wg* 
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'^snas fon a dire contagion fpread, 
^nd hcap'd the camp with mountains of the dead;: 

The 

^aa; thing, ani at the fame time mentioning that little 
fcluiow of it in general. What is- thcic more in thispaf- 
Htl " Sing, O' God^fs, that wrath of ^th-Ues^ which. 

* word fo pernicious to the Gretks : We only know the cf- 

* tefts of it , that it lent innumerable brave men to the 
' Ibades, aud that it was Jovt*s will it fhould be fo. But tell 
' mc, O Mule, what was the fouicc of this deftiu6live an- 
''get?" Ican^t apprehend what T^m means by faying, it is 
Did to know where this invocation ends, and that it is con- 
Ottod'ed With the ndrrdtitn, which fo manifcftly begins at 
•m5c j^ a«c t/of. But upon the whole, methinks the French 
!titicKs play double wirh us, when they fometimes teprefent 
lemles of poetry to be form'd upon the practice of Htnur, 
ut at other times arraign their mafler, as if he tranfgrefsM 
leoi. Hprsce has (aid tne Exordium of an Epic poem ought to 
^p!a:hand modefV, andinfiances Homet*s as fuch i and 1^4- 
*from this very rule will be trying Homer and judging it 
theiwife Cfor he criticifes aUb upon the beginning of the 
^f'7*) But fox a full, ajifwer we may bring the words of 
}mUian (whoiii TUpin hinifelf allows to be the bcH of Cri- 
sis) concerning thefe propolltions and invocations of out 
tthor. '* Bencvttum auditorem invoctitinne de^rum ^nas prdjiderc 
vmibus creditujn eji^ intentum frofojita. rerum ma^nitHditt*^ ^ do'^ 
clem fttmma celer/ter comprthenjat facit, 

f. i.j Mi>F/F flTn/f d^ftf n»XMytf/(»'A;^/XM3^. 
'«drth obferves there is a defed in the meafure of this firft 
le (I ftippofe he means in the Eta's of the Fatronymick.) 
ills he think^y the fiery ve n of Htmer making hafte to his 
bjed, paft over with a bold negle6^, being cunfcious of his 
9a power and perfe^^ioo in the greater parts i as fome (fays 
j Kho make virtue their fole aim, p^fs b]rcenfurc infmallei 
itttrs. But perhaps we may find no occalion to fuppofe this 
oe^ieft in him, if we confider that the word Petides, had he 
ule ule of it without io n^any alteiarions as he has put it to 
njiA«'i^'<r<i»* would ftill have been tnie to the rules of mea- 
t. Make but a diphtong of the fecond Eta and the hta^ 
tead of their being two lyUables (perhaps by the fault of 
alcitbcxs^ aad the objection is goac. Or perhaps it m^ght 
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The King of men his rcv'rend Prieft defy'd. 
And, for the King's offence, the people dy'd. 

For 

be defignM, that the Tcrfc in which he profcflcf to fing of vio- 
lent anger (hould run off in the rapidity of Daft vies. Thii 
art he is allowM to have us*d in other places, and Vitgd his 
been patticuUrly celebrated for it. 

3^.8 Willofjove.1 P/wfArc^ in his treatife of reading PoctSi 

interprets ^roc in this place to fignify Fate^ not ia\agtniQg ii 

confiftent with the goodnefs of the mpreme' beine, or Jupinr 

to contrive or prafti(e any evil againft men. EujiMhim make 

[Wil] here to refer to the promiie which Jitftter gave to Tht 

tis^ that he would honour her fon by (iding with Troy while h 

fhouid be abfent. But to reconcile ihefe two opinions, pei 

haps the meaning may be, that when FAre had decreed th 

de^uftion of rr»y, Jitpiter having the power of incidents t 

bring ir to pafs, fulfilled that decree by providing means f( 

ir. So that the words may nitts fpecify the time of aftio 

from tfye beginning of the poem, in which tho/e inciden 

work'd, *till the promife to Thetis was fulfird, and the d 

ftraftion of Tr»y afcertain'd to the. Greeks by the death • 

Heiier, However it is certain that this Poet, was not an ab( 

lute FMnLifi, but ftill fiipposM the power oijove fuperior: F 

in the fixteenth lltAd we fee him defigning to fave Sdr^edA 

tho* the Fates had decreed his death, if fm» had not int< 

pofbd. Neither docs he exclude frte-vull in men j for as 

attributes the dcftruftion of the Heroes to the will of f*ve 

the beginning of the //i4^, fo he attributes the deftruftion 

Vlrjei^s friends to their own fttfy in the beginning of t 

Odrfes. 

Ati'ffSy^ a-ptri^^Tn tirAStLhiifO-n oKoilo. 

f. 9. Declare, O Mufe,] It may bc queftionM whether I 
firft period ends at a/oc J" \rt\»iro ^^am, and the interros 
tion to the Mufe begins with H^ » /« t* tr^^rsi— Or wl 
rher the period does not end 'till the words, i7^ *A;^ixx4 
with only a (ingle interrpgation at Tic nr' a{ o'^dit 3-»«v-— ^ 
I fhouid be inclined to favour the former, and think it 
double interrogative, as MHion feems to have done in h\s ir 
tation of this place at the beginning of his Ft^radije up. 
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For Chryfes fought with coftly gifts to gain 
is captive daughter from the vigor's chain. • 
ppliant the venerable father flands, 
'xiUo's awful eniigns grace his hands : 
thefe he begs ; and lowly bending down, 
tends the fceptre and the laurel crown. 



H«^ 



•Say firjl what caufi 



M0v*d »m grand parents f ficc. And {aftaftciV 
Wff firfi ftdui^d them u that futl re^§lt f 

d«ft that I think the proportion concludes more nobly 
ti the fcntcnce, Snch was the will •/ Jove. But the latter 
g followM by moft editions, and bj all the tranflationt I 
; feen in any language, the general acceptation Is here 
ply*d with, only tianfpofing the line to keep the fentence 
: And the next verfes are fo turnM as to include the 
ble iiitextogation, and at the fame timedejofttce to iano* 

ihtcrpretation of the words 'E^ ? ^ ta, Ex ^ tttnff^ 
h marks the dan of the quarrel from whence the poem 
» its tiie. Chafnun would have Zxtjm nnderftoodof Jvp" 
frim whom the debate was (iiggefted } but this claOies with 
ine immediately following, where he asks What God in^ 
i the contention? and anfwers, It was *Apo(lc. 

11. Latona'i/a».] Here the Author, who firft invoked 
If «& as the Goddeis of Memory* vanifhes ftrom the lea^ 
; view^ and leaves hes to relate the whole affair through 
x>em, wbofe preience from this time diffiiies an ait of 
!(fty over the relation. And left this ffiould be loft to omt 
ghta hi the continuation of the ftory, he fometimes re- 
ts thfCm with a new invocation at proper intervals. JEjk 

20. Tba fceptre and tkt lattrol crvwn "] There is fometh'ng> 




1 golden fceptxey which the ancients gave in particular ta 
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He fu'd to all, but chief implor'd for grace 

The Brother-Kings, of Atnus* royal race. 
Ye Kings and warriors ! may your vows be crown'd 

And Troji proud walls lie level with the ground. 
iJMay Jovi reftore you, when your toils are o*ct, 

Safe to the pleafures of your native fliore. 

But oh ! relieve a wretched parent's pain. 

And give Chryfeis to thefe arms again; 

If mercy fail,, yet let my prefents rnovc^ 
39 And dread avenging Photbusy fon of J<n;€. 

The Greeks in (houts their joint aflent declare,.. 

The prieft to reverence, and releafe the ftin 



'%Appthy.^ tKey 4i<( a fiber one to the moos, and otHex foi 
to other planets. Euftathius. 

f. 2j. U K^n^s And'warrhrs:'] The art of this.(peech.is] 
markable. Cbryfts confiders the conftitiitton'of the Gmki ^ 
iott Trty^ as made up of troops partly from Kingdoms, a 
partly from Democracies: Wherefore he begins with adifti 
aion which comprdiends all. After this, as w4^//*'8 pric 
he prays that they may^ obtain the two blelBngs they had m 
in. view, the conqueft o£ Trc^, and a fafe return. * Then as 
names his petition, he offers an. extraordinary ranfbnif} a 
concludes with bidding them fear the. God ifthey zefii^ i 
like one who from his ofSce feems to forefee-their mifery a 
exhorts them to fliun it. Thus he endeavours to work bvi 
art of a general application, by religion, by inteteft, -and t 
infinuation of danger. This is the fubftance of what Bi^i 
tkims remaiks on this place j and in purfuance of hts laft < 
ftrvation, the epithet ^vengin<^ is added to this verfion, tk 
iunjiy appeal the prieft foreteh the angei of his God. 



« 
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)lfo Atrides: He, with kingly pride, 
fpuls'd the facrcd fire, and thus reply'd. 
mce on4;hy life, and fly thefe hofi:flc plains, 
)r afk, prefumptuous, what the King detains; 
jnce, with thy laurel crown, and golden rod, 
3r trull too far thofe enfigns of thy God. 
ine is thy daughter, Prieil, and (hall remain; 
id pray'rs, arid tears, and bribes (hall plead in vain; 
ill time (hall rifle ev*ry youthful grace, 
id age difmifs her from my cold embrace. 

In 

.33. Hi vj'th pride refuted.'] It has been remarked in ho- 
r of //om^^'s judgment, and the care he cook of his tea- 
's morals, that where he fpeaks of evil anions commit- 
, or hard words given, he generally characterizes them as 
I by a previous expreiOon. This pafTage is given as one 
ance of it, where he fays the repulie of Chryfis was a 
lid injurious a^ion in ^lamtmnon : And it may be re- 
ck'd, chat before his Heroes treat one another with hard 
gnage in this book, he ftill takes care to let us know 
f were under a diftra^ion of anger. Plucaicb, of rtuding 
f. 
f, 4T. 'Till time /ball rifle ev^rjyemhfitt grace^ 

Z4nd Age difmtfs her from my ceid emkrdce. 

In d*ily labours ef the leem emphy^dy 

Or do9fr*d to deckjhe bed ^e once enjoyed.} 

'. Greeks is aiyTr«{, which fignifies either mskrng the bed, 
drtMifhtji ic. EufiatfnHs and Madam Ddcier infift very much 
n its being t-^kcn in the former fenfe only, for fe^t of 
CQcing a loolc idea to the reader, and of offending againft 
modefty of the Mu(^, who is fuppo»*d to relate the 
m. This obfer ration may very well become a Bifbdp and 
adv ; But that ^i^memnon was not dudyliig here fox civi- 
^ lit/ 
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In daily labours of the loom employ M, 
Ordoom'd to deck the bed flic once enjoy'd. 
4$* Hence then; to Argos fliall the maid retire, 
Far from her native foil, arid weeping fire. 

The trembling prieft along the (bore returned, 
And in the angui(h of a father mourn'd. 



lity of expreftion, appears from the whole tenour of hit 
fpecch ; and that he dchgn'd CfjryWsfot more than a fcrvant- 
niaid, may be feen from fome ether things he fiiys of her as 
that he prcferr'd her to his Qiiecn ClyrdimneflrMy &cc. the im- 
pudence of which confciiioD, Madam Dacier hcrfclf has cl!"c- 
wherc nnimadvertcd upon. Mr. Dryden^ in his tranflation of 
•this book, has been jufter to the roynl paflion oi .A%»mtm' 
mn\ tho* he has carry'd the point fo much on the other fide, 
as to make him piomiie a greater fondoefs for her in,he<>oid 
age than in hei youth, which indeed is hardly crcdibre. 

Mine p^e pjnU he, *rtll creei'inf A^e and time 
Her bUcm h/ive wither* d, afid deftroyd her ^rinu ; 
'Tin then my nuptial brd /he /ball attend^ 
^nd having firft adorned if, I Ate afcend. 
This for the ni/^ht ; by day the web and loom^ 
xAnd homely hou/hold-tasks /ball be her d§om. 

Nothing could have made M.uDryden capable of thismifiakCt 
but extreme hade in writings which never ought to be im- 
puted as a fauh to him, but to thoCe who fufiFei'd fo no^lea 
genius to lie under the neceflity of it. 

]lr. 47. The trembling Priefi.'\ Wc may take notice here, once 
for all, that Homer is frequently eloquent in his very filence. 
Cbryfes -{^ys not a word in aafwei to the infults of ^yigsmem' 
nen, but walks penfively along the fliore : and the melancho* 
Iv flowing of the vcrfe admiiably cxprciTes the condition of 
the mouxnfiil and deferred father. 
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Difconfolate, nor daring to complain, 
Silent he wander'd by the founding main : 
'Till, fafe at diftance, to his God he prays, 
The God who darts around the world his rays. 
Sm'mtheus! fprung from fair Latojtas line, 
Thou guardian pow'r of CilU the divine. 

Thou fource of light I whom Tentdos adores. 

And whofe bright prefcnce gilds thy Chryfn's (hores : 

If e'er with wreaths I hung thy facrcd fane, 

Or fed the flames with fat of oxen flain.; 

God ot the filver bow ! thy fbafts employ. 

Avenge thy fervant, and the Greeks deftroy. 

Thus Chryfes pray 'd : The fav'ring Po w*r attends. 
And from Olympus' lofty tops defcends. 
Bent was his bow, the Grecian hearts to wound; 
Fierce as he mov*d, his filver fliafts refound. 
Breathing revenge, a fudden night he fpread. 
And gloomy darknefs roU'd around his head. 

f, 61. The fAv*rinx God /tttendsj] Upon this firft prayci in th« 
poem, EttfiMhms takes occaiion to obferve, that the poet is 
cateful thioughout his whole work to let njo prayer ever fall 
cndcdy which has jufticcon its fide j but he who pray s» either 
kills his enemy, or has figns given him that he has been 
heard, or his friends return, or his undertaking fucceeds, or 
fome other vifible good happens. So fax inftxuftive and ufe- 
fill to Ufe has Utmtr made his fable. 
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The fleet in view, he twang'd his deadly bow. 
And hiding fly the fcather'd fates below. 
On mules and dogs th* infedtion firft began; 
^o And h&y the vengefol arrows £z'd in man* 

1^. 67. He bent his deadly btw,'] In the tenth year ofihe ^^ 
of Troy a pl:iguc happcn'd in the Grecian campt occafion'd 
perhaps by immoderate heats and grofs exhalations. At the 
introduftion of this accident Hofner begins h's Poem, and 
takes occadou fiom it to open the fcene of adion with a 
moft beautiful allegory. He luppofes that fuch^aiHiAionsaie 
Tent fromH^^aven for thcpuoifhrnent of -our evil anions } >ni 
beeaufe the Sun was a principal inftrument of it, he (ays it 
was fent to punifli *y4^amemnon for defpifing that God, and 
injuring his pricft. EujfMhus, 

j^. 69. Mules and da^s.} Hippocrates 6b(crves two things of 
plagues i that theii cauie is in the air, and that difFexent a- 
nimals arc differently touch'd by them, according to theic 
nature or nouiilhment. This philofophy Sfonddmus refiers to 
the plague here mencion'd. Fird, the caufe is in the air, by 
leafon of the darts or bedims of^pelU. Secondly, the moles 
and dogs arefaidto die fooner than the men j partly becanfc 
they have by nature a quickoefs of fmell, which makes the 
infection fooner perceivable; and paitly by the noorifluncnt 
they take, their feeding on the earth with prone headi« ma* 
king the exhalation ir.orc cafy to be {iick'd in with iti 
Thus has Hippocratc^y fo long after Homer writ, fiibfcrib'd to 
his knowledge in the riic and progrefs of this diftemper. 
There have been fome who have reterr'd this paflage to 1 
icl'gious fenfe, making the death of the mules and dogsbe- 
foic the men to point out a kind method- of providence in 
puniihing, whereby it fends fome previous afflidions to warn 
mankind, fo as make them fliun the greater evils by repen- 
tance. This Moniieur Datier in his notes on %AriJt9tt^% sit 
of poetry, calls a Remark perfedly fine gnd agiceable to 
God's method of fending plagues on the t/£,gyftiaMt^ wbcK 
firft horfe-s aifcs, G'c. were Imitten, and aftcxwaids ihfi HKi 
themfclvcs. 



For 
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For nine long nights, thro* all the diiflcy air 
The P'jres thick-flaming (hot a difmal glare. 
But e*re the tenth revolving day wras run, 
Infpir'd by ^/«w, Thetis god-Uke fon 
•jConven'd to council all the GrecUn train ; 
For much the Goddefs raourn'd her Heroes flail. 

Th* affembly feated, rifing o'er the reft, 
AchiUis thus the King of men addreft. 
Why leave we not the fatal Trojan fljore, 
bAnd mcafiire back the feas vee croft before? 

The 



f, 74. Thetis' god'Ukg ftH Ctnvenes 4 ccunctU] On the tentJi 
itj a council is held to enquire why the Gods were angiy ? 
PiHtMTth obferves, how juftly he applies the chara^ers of his 
pcifbns to the incidents 3 not making ^gta/Hmnon but ^iht- 
Its call this council, who of all the Kings was mod capable 
of ma^ng obfeivations upon the plague, and of fore fee ing|. 
its duration, as having been bred by Chir»n to the ftudy o£ 
Phyficfk. One may mention alfo a remark of En/lathitu in 
ptuioance to this, that Jun»*s advifing him in this cafe mighc 
allude to his knowledge of an evil temperament in the Au, 
of which (he was Goddefs. 

J^. 7p. IVhjf Uavetve not tht fatal TtOjAti/bore, &C.1 The ar- 
tifice of this fpeech (according to Di»ny(tm of HaltcArnAj'itty in 
his (econd dilcouxfey /c^' i^tifjutiio-jiJiJiicy) is admirably cai- 
iy*d on to open an accufation againft ^lanumnon^ whom ^- 
thiUts fu(pcfts to be the cau^e of all their miferies. He di- 
wSUi himielf not to the affembly, but to ^gamtmnon j he 
names not only the plague but the war too, as having ex- 
htafted them all, which was evidently due to his family. He 
leads the ^«^rj he would confult, by pointing at fomcthing. 
latelj done with lefped to ^yoUo, And while he continues 
withia the guaid of civil cxpreHioni fcattexing his iflilnuati- 

^ ons 
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The plague dcftroying whom the fword would fpare, 
'Tis time to favc the few remains of war. 
But let fome Prophet, or fome facred Sage, 
Explore the caufe of great AfoUo% rage; 
vgy Or learn' the waftful vengeance to remove, 
By myfttc dreams, for dreams dcfcend from ^wf. 



>ons, he encourages thoie who may have more knewledge to 

fpeak out boldly, by letting them fee there is a party made 

-for their fafety ; which has its e£Fed immediately in the foi' 

lowing fpeech of OjaIcas^ whofe demand of prote&ion (hews 

tUpon whoBi the ofiFence is to be plac'd. 

ji^. 85. By myftick dreams.] It does not feem that by the word 
%9Hpy^oh^ an interpreter of dreams is meant, for we have 
no hint of any preceding dream which wants to be interpret' 
.«d. We may therefore more probably refer it to fuch who 
Hs*d Rafter performing proper rites) to lie down at fome fa- 
cred place, and ezpea a dream from the Gods upon any par- 
ticular fubjcA which they deiit'd. Thar this was a ptafttce 
amongft them, appears from the Temples of ^mphiarMus in 
Baeotia^ and Podalirius in ^pulia^ where the enquirer was O' 
bliged to fleep at the altar upon the skin of the Bead he had 
facriiicM, in order to obtain an anfwer. It is in this mannec 
that L^imts in Virgil's feventh book goes to dream ia the 
Temple of Faunm, where we have a particular defctiption of 
the whole cuftom. StrMhp, lib. i6. has fpoken concerning the 
Temple of J^ufaltm as a place of this nature; ** where (fays 
he) '* the people either dream'd for thcmfelves, or procur'd 
^* fome good dreamer to do it :" By which it fhould feem he 
. had read fomething concerning the vifion of thelx prophetSi 
as that vihich Samutl h^d when he was order'd to fleep a third 
time befbre the ark, and upon doing fo had an account of 
the deftruftiou of £/i's houie j or that which happen'd to^«- 
hmtn after having fzcrific'd before the ark at Cikekn, the 
fame author has alfo memion'd the Temple of Straptt^ in 
hh feventcenth book, as a ^lace foi zeceivin^ oxacles by 
.<dzeam5. 



If 
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If broken vows this heavy curfc have laid. 
Let altars fmoke, and hecatombs be paid. 
So Heav*n aton*d (hall dying Greece reftorc, 

90 And Phoehus dart his burning fliafts no more. 
He faid, .and fate : when ChdU^s thus reply'd, 
Chslcas the wife, the Grecian pried and guide« 
That facrcd Seer, whofe comprehenfive view 
The paft, the prefent, and the future knew. 

STUpriiing flow, the venerable Sage 
Thus fpoke the prudence and the fears of age. 

Belov*d of Jfivij Achilles/ would'ft thou know 
Why angry Pbxbm bends his fatal bow i 
Firli give thy faith, and plight a Prince's word 

loo Of furc protedion, by thy pow'r and fword. 
For I muft fpeak what wifdom would conceal. 
And truths, invidious to the Great, reveal. 

j^. 97. Bel»v*d 9f Jove, Achilles !j Thcfe appellations of 
fraife and honour, with which the Heroes in Htmfr fo itc- 
i|uently falute each other, were agreeable to the ftyle of the 
ancient times, as appears from feveral of the like nature in 
the fctipture. idiltcn has not been wanting to give his poem 
this cafi of antiooity, throughout which our fiift parents al- 
moft always accoft each other with fome title, that expxeilcs 
a lelpeft to the dignity of human nature. 

I>dMgfatr 9f Oad Md Man^ immmsl Eve.-*—* 
A^m, £*rth^i lflt»v/*d mntldtf Gtd inffit^d,^---^ 
Offtfrini •f Uttkvtn tmd tdrtb^ Mnd sU tmb** Ltrd, &C. 

F 1 Boll 
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Bold is the ta&, when fubjeds grown too wife, 

Inftrud a Monarch- where ikis error lies; 
Of For tho* we deem the (hort-liv'd fur7 paft, 

*Tis fure, the Mighty will revenge at laft. 
To whom PfiUdis, From thy inmof! foul 

Speak what thou kno w*ft, and^peakwi&ont control. 

Ev n by tliat tSdd f fwear, \f ho rules the day, 
10 To whom thy hands the vows of Gnece convey, 

And whofe bleft Oracles thy lips 'dechce; 

Long as Achilles breathes this vital air, 

No<daring Greek of all the numerous band, . 
' Againll his Prieftfhail lift an impious hand: 
I J Not cv*n the Chief by whom our- hods are led. 

The King of Kings, ftall touch that facred heai 
.Enc©urag'd thus,- the Wamelefs man replies-; 

rNorvow^-unpaid, norflighted facrificc. 

But' 

f. 11$. Ntt^U the chiefC] After »>##*/«« htd brought in 

XhA'.csLi bj'hjs daik.doabts concerning ^^tf/Mmnaif, Chdliss who 

perceiV.d them, and was unwilling to bethe^lift tbataam'd 

ihe King, airfuflly demands a proce^ion in fuch amaaner, as 

.confirnis thofe doubts, andlrxtorts frosn *AcbiUes this warm arid 

^particular exprcffion, " That he would proted him even a- 

•• gaiiift ^gdmemnvriy •• fwho, as he ^Jtys, is n$vj the greateft 

. man of Gre€ce^ to hint that at the expiration of the war he 

. fliould be agniu leduc'd to be barely King. of Mycernt,) This 

place Ptmarch takes notice of as the fiift .in which jtMrtin 

Jhew» hi«<ontenipt ofro7ercign authority. 

.j^. 117. Jkt bUmtUfi,] The epithet dfAii/Am, Qi klmt- 
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our Chief, provoked the raging pcft,^ 
vengeance for his injur'd Prieft. 
I the God's awaken*d fury ceafe, " 
;uesfliallfpread, and fun^l fires incrcafer^ 
; great Kkig, without a ranfom paid, >• 
own Chrjfti fend the black-ey'd maid.- • 
, with added facrifice and pray'r, % 
eft may pardon, and the God may-fpare. ^ 
Prophet fpokei when-with a gloomy frowu^ ^ 

)narch ftarted from his fliining throne > • 
loler filled his brcaft that boil'd with ire, - 
im his eyeballs. ilafli*d the living fire. • 
ccurft! denouncing mifchiefflill, - 
of plagues, for ever boding ill ! 

Stii 



iqucflt In H^nitf, Wut not always usM with h mucR' '' 
as here. The reader may obferve thiit care has not 
ting thro' this rranflation, to preferve rhofe epithetjs * 
peculiar to the author, whenever they receive anj 
3m the circumftances about them ; its this of blame^ 
zft\y does in the preient paffage. -It is not only ap- 
i pneft, but to one who being confcidXis-of rhc^truttf, " 
vith an honcft boIdncTs to difcover it. 
^ngmr 4uiHrfi.'\ This expre(&on is not merely threw^ - 
ance, but proves what OjaIcas faid of the King whef^ 
>ioteftion, *« That he harbouiM anger in bis heart. 
IS at the predidion Chdlcst had giren at ^ttlis nin(b 
>ie, for the facriiicing his daughter Ifbiiiniik, Sfotf^ 

Lud the two following lines, are in a mamiec xepeti- 
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Still muft that tongue fome wofunding ineflage bniig» 
And ftill thy pricftly pride provoke thy King ? 

1 35* For this arc Pha^us Oracks explored. 

To teach the Grttks to murmur at their Lord I 
For this with falihoods is my honour ifadn'd ; 
Is Heav'n offended, and a prieft profan'd, 
Becaufe my prize, my beauteous maid I hold,^ 

140 And heav'nly charms prefer to proffcr'd gold? 
A maidy unmatch*d in manners as in £ace» - 
Skilled in each art> and crown'd with every grace.. 
Not half fo dear were ClytdmnsfirA*s charms» 
When firil her blooming beauties Ueft my arms. 



tioB$ of the fame thing thrice ovef. It is left to the retdn. 
to confider how far it may be aU6wM, or nthef praisMfor'ft 
beauty^ when we.-coniider with Euftdthim that it is a moft na* 
rural effeft of anger to be full of words, and infiftine oa 
that which galls us.- We may add, that thefe reiterated ei« 
prclfions might be fuppos'd to be thrown out one aftex ano* 
ther, as s^gamdnntn is druck in the confuiion of his paflSost 
firft by the remembrance of one prophecy, and then of ano» 
ther, which the fame man had utrer'd againft him. 

f* 143. Not hdf fa dear uurr* Clytaimncftra's dumm.l •><$4' 
memnon having heard the charge which OtalcM drew up agaifitft 
him in two particulars; that he had affronted the Prieft, and 
lefus'd to reftore his daughter j he offers one an(wei which 
gives foftening colours to both, that he lov'd her as well a^ 
his Queen ClytdntnefttA for her perfe^ions. Thus he would 
feem to fatisfy the father by kindnefs to his daughter, to ea- 
cnfe himfelf before the Gretks for what is paft, and to make 
a merit of yielding hjcr, aad faaiHcing his pafiioa fox their 
fafcty.. 1 
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45 Yet if the Gods demand her, kt her fail y 
Our cares are only for the publick weal t 
Let me be decm'd the hateful caufc of all. 
And fufFer, rather than my people fall. 
The prize, the beauteous priie I will refign^ 

jqSo dearly valu'd, and fo juftly mine. 
But fincc for common good I yield the fair. 
My private loft let grateful Gruct repair ; 
Nor unrewarded let your Prince complain. 
That he alone h^s fought and bled in vain. 
Infatiate King (Achilles thus reph'es) 

Fond of the pow*r, but fonder of the priie 1 

Would^ft 

i^.JSS' infiniMi Kv*i.J Here, where this paflSon of aagec 
grovs loud, it feems proper to prepare the reader, and pre- 
vent his miftake in the charader of x^chilUs, which might 
fbock bim in ievecal parcicuiiiis following. We fhould know,' 
thzt the Poet rather ftudy'd nature than perfeftion, in the 
laying down his charafters. He refolv'd to fing the confe-* 
^nences of anger; he con(ider*d what virtues and vices woold 
conduce moft to bring his Moral out of the Fable j and art- 
fully ditpos*d them in his chief perfons after the manner in 
which We generally find them j making the fault which moft 
Kculiarly attends any good quality, to refide with it. Thus 
be has plac'd pride with magnanimity in\^j4»»*OT«»», and. 
:fafi with prudence in Vlyjfes, And thus we muft take his sA- 
hiUii, not as a mere hcroick difpa(fion*d chaca^r, but as 
:ompounded of courage and angers one Who finds him- 
(elf almoft invincible, and afiumes an uncontroul^d carriage 
tipop the ielf-conrcioufuers of his worth i whofe high ftrata 
of honour will not fiiflTet him to betray his. friends, or fighr 
tgainJft cliem, even when he thinks they have ajfironted him i 

F 4 but 
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Would*fl thou the GruVi their lawful prey fliould yield, 
The due reward of many a well-fought field .^ 
The fpoils of cities raz d, and warriors flain, 

60 We fhare with juftice, as with toil we gain: 
But to refume whatever thy av'rice craTCS, 
(That trick of Tyrants) may be born by flavcs. 
Yet if our Chief for plunder only fight. 
The fpoils of Ilion {hall thy lois requite, 

65* Whene'er, by jfw# s decree, our conqu-ring powers 

Shall humble to the duft her lofty tow'rs. 

Then thus the King. Shall I my priie rcfign 

With tame content, and thou pofleft of thine? 

Great as thou art, and like a God in fight, 

^o Tl^nk not to rob me of a foldier's right. 

At 

hm whofc inexorable refentmetit wi)l not !e^him hearKen to 
any terms of accommodation. Thefe are the lights and 
ih<(d€s of his charaders which Homir has heighten'd and 
daxken'd in exttemcs ; bccaufe on the one fide valour is the 
dailing quality of Kpic Poetry j and on the other, anger the 
particular fubjeft of this Poem. When charaders thus mix'd' 
are well conduced, tho' they be not morally beautiful 
quite rhrongh^ they conduce more to the end « a«d arc ftill 
poetically perfeft. 

Pimarh takes occadon from the obfervatton of this con- 
duft in H«mtr^ to applaud his ;uft imi^tion of nature and 
truth, in reprclenttng virtues and vices intermixed in his He* 
loes : contrary to the paradoxes and ftrange pofitions of the 
Sioics, who held that no vice could confift with vinu^, aM 
the leaft virtue with vice. Jlut. de nud, Pottis. 

#. 169, Gum 4s ik$H an, dnd tihs ^ 09d in fyht,"} Tkc word* 

m 
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At thy demand (hall I rcftore the maid ? 

Firft let the juft equivalent be paid ; 

Such as a King might aflc; and let it be « 
Atrcafurc worthy her, and worthy me. 
^^ Of grant me this, or with a monarch's claim * * 
This hand (hall fciie fome other captive dame. 
The mighty Ajax (hall his prize refign, 
t//3f//f/ fpoils, or cv n thy own be mine. • 
The man who fufffers, loudly may complain ; ' 
^ And rage he may, but he (hall rage in vaJto. 



in the ortgioal tre ^»ce/jnx' ^Ax'^uv. Vtrfis is fooo afljtft 
caird a7(^, and othcM in other places. The phrafc ofdiviM 
oti^d-liki it not nfed by the Poet to fignify pctfeftionin men, 
but apply'd to coniiderable perfons upon account of fome 
^ajticiUar qualification or advantage, which they were folTersM 
of far above the common ftandard of mankind. Thus it is 
a(crib'd to ^chUUs on account of his great valour, ta Vlyt^ 
fu for his preheminence in wi(<iom : even to Paris for his ex- 
ceeding beauty, and to Ctjtsmtuftra for feveral fait endow- 
ments. 

f. 172. Firji Ut the jtifi eqmvalewt,1 The reafoning in point 
•f right between xAtkiUn and x^gsmemmtn feems to be this. 
%AekiU«s pleads that «^jS«»rmfffn could not feize upon any other 
man's captive withbnt a new difttibution, it being an invall- 
on of pnvate property. On the other hand» as sA^amemntn^i 
power was limited, how came it that all the GneioH Captains 
would fubmit to an illegal and arbitrary a^on? I think the 
legal pretence for his (eizing Briftts muft have been founded 
upon that Law, whereby the Commander in chief had the 
power of taking what part of the prey he pleas'd for his own 
tt^ : And he being oblig*d to zeftore what he had taken, it 
feem*d but juft chat he mould have a fecond choice. 
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But this when time requires— —It now remains 
.We launch a bark to plow the watry plains, 
And waft the facrifice to Chryfa*s flioreSv 
With chbfen pilots, and with laboring oars. 

^85* Soon (hall the fair the faUe (hip afcend. 
And feme deputed Prince the charge attend;. 
This Cretas King, or Ajajt (hall fulfill,. 
Or wife ulyjes fee performed our will;. 
Or, if our royal Pleafure (hall ordain, 

l^Mhillesfdif condud: her o'er the Main;, 
Let fierce Achilles , dreadful in his rage, 
yhc God propitiate, and the pcft afiwage.. 
At this, Pelidts frowning ftern,. rq)ly'd:: 
O: tyrant, arm'd with infolence and pride! 

l9i*^Inglorious flave to int'reft, ever join*d 
With fraud, unworthy of a royal mind t 
What gen'rous Greek, obedient to thy word,. 
Shall form an ambufh, or (hall lift the fword ?* 
What caufe have I to war at thy decree ? 

3£)^.The diftant Trojans never injur'd me : 

To PhthiaB realms no hoflile troops they led,. 

Safe in her vales my warlike courfers fed; 

Far hence remov'd, the hoarfe-refounding main > 

And walls of rocks, fccure my native reign, 

W 



• . 
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Whofe fruitful foil luxuriant harvcfts grace, 
Rich in her fruits, and in her martial race. 
Hither we fail'd, a voluntary throng, 
T* avenge a private, not a publick wrong: 
What elfe to Twy th* aflembled nations draws, 
^ut thine, ungrateful, and thy brother's caufc? 
s this the pay our blood ^d toils defcrve, 
^ifgrac'd and injur'd by the man we ferve. 
^nd dar'il thou threat to fnatch my prize away,. 
^ue to the deeds of many a dreadful day ? 

f, 2 1 3 . ^^i dMr*ft th9U threat f fnatch my puzjt dVJAj, 

Due f the deeds pfmany a dreAdful lUy ? 
le anger of thefe two Princes was equally upon the account 

women, but j^t it is obferrable that they are con- 
ned with a dinerent air. sAgamemmn appears as a lo- 
t, ^chiiles as a v^arriour : The one (peaks of ChryfeU as ar 
iuty whom he valu'd equal to his wife, and whofe merit 
8 too^confiderable to be eafily refign'dj the other treats- 
^feXs as a flave, whom he is concern*dto preferve in point 

honour, and as a teftimony of his glocy. Hence it is 
u we never hear him mention her but as his Sfil^ the 1^ 
\rd of vi'Ar, the Cfft tlie Grecians gave him, or the like ex- 
:flions : And accordingly he yields her up, not in grief for 
nidrefs whom he lofes, but in iuHennefs for an injury that 
done him. This obfervation is Madam Decier*s, and wiir 
:en appear juft as we proceed farther. Nothing is finer 
m the Moral (hewn us in this quarrel, of the blindnefs 
d partiality of mankind to their own faults : The Cre. 
1J make a war to recover a woman that was ravifh'd, and 
! in danger to fail in the attempt by a difpute about ano* 
:r. Agamemnon while he is revenging a. rape, commits one s 
d ^chiUes.^Kxlt he is in the utmoft fury hunfelfjiepioaches^- 
lamemnon fox his paflloiiate temper. • 

• 

F 6 A prize 
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4 

I f A prize as fmall, O tyrant ! match'd with thine, 
As thy own anions if compar'd to mine. 
Thine in each conqueft is the wealthy prey, 
Tho' mine the fweat and danger of the day. 
Some trivial prcfent to my (hips I bear, 

lO Or barren praifcs pay the wounds of war. 

But know, proud monarch, Fnithy flavenomore; 
My fleet (hall waft me to Thejfalia's (hore* 
Left by Achillts on the Trcjan plain. 
What fpoils, what conquefts (hall Atrides gain i 

If To this tlie King: Fly, mighty warriour! fly. 
Thy aid we need not, and thy threats defy. 
There want not chiefs in fuch a caufe to fights 
And Jove himfelf (liall guard a monarch's right. 
Of all the Kings (the Gods diftingui(h'd care) 

30 To pow*r fupcrior noite fuch hatred bear : 

Strife 



jf. 11;. ffy, w'i^J warrtiur.'} UrljiUes haring threatenM to 
leave them in the former fpeedi and (pokcn of his warlike 
adions ; the Poet here puts an artful peice of fp^tejn the moutli 
of ,^^amtm»on, making him opprobiioufl^ orand his retreat 
as a flight, an4 leffcn the appearance of his courage, by cal- 
ling It the Jove of contention and flanghter. 

>^. 22.9. Ej,n^s, tU Gtds difih^iflt*d care.} In the original it 
iM ^idT^ifetCt or nnrj^ i^y Jove. H»mer often ufes to call his 
Aings Djr fuch epithets as Aio;)^«f, bara •f the Geds^ or Li^^i" 
fuct irred by the Cods-, by which he points out to themfetvcs, 
the ofSces they weie oidaiaM fori and to their people, the 
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Strife and debate thy reftleft foul employ, 

And wars and horrors are thy favage joy. 

If thou haft ftrength, 'twas Heav'n that ftrength be- 

Forknow,vain man! thy valour is from God. * 

Jj'Hafte, launch thy veffels, fly with fpced away^ 

Rule thy own realms with arbitrary fway : 

I heed thee not, but prize at equal rate 

Thy (hort-liv'd friendfhip, and thy groundlcfs hate. 

Go, threat thy earth-born Myrmidons', but here 
to'Tis mine to threaten. Prince, and thine to fear. 

Know, if the God the beauteous dame demand, 

My bark fiball waft her to her native land ; 

But then prepare, imperious Prince ! prepare, 

fierce as thou art, to yield thy captive fair : 
tfEv'n in thy tent Til feizc the blooming prize. 

Thy lov'd Brlfns with the radiant eyes. 

Hence (halt thou prove my might, and curfe thehour; 

Thou ftood'ft a rival of imperial pow'r; 

And hence to all our hoft it (ball be known, 
'^That Kings are fubjeft to the Gods alone. 

ftvefence that fiiould b« paid them. Thefe exptelSons ure 
pcrfeftljr in the exalted (tyle of the eaftern nations, and cor- 
letpondenc to thofe placet of holy fcztpturc whexe they are 
ttUM Q9dif and tb* Sin •/ tin m»fi tiiifh 



t6 HOMER'S ILIAD. ' BdOK L 

Achilles heard, with grief and rage oppreft,. 
His heart fw^ll'd high, and laboured in his bread 
Diilrading thoughts by turns hfs bofom rul*d, 
Now fifd by wrath, and now by rcafon cooFd: 
Iff That prompts his hand to draw the deadly fword, 
Force thro* the Grwii, and pierce their haughty Lord; 
This whifpers foft, his vengeance to controul. 
And calm the riiing tempeft of his foul. 
Jufl as in anguifli of fufpcncc he (lay'd, 
260 While half unftieath'd appeared the glittering blade, 
MlnerofA fwift dcfcendcd from above, 
*7«»'- Sent by the * filler and the wife of Jove:. 

(Foi 

f. 26 1. Mmcry^. fwifi dffctnded frtm th»ve.'} Htmer htm$ 
by degrees rais*d Achilles to fuch a pitch of futy, as to niftke 
him capable of attempting ^lAtnemntn's life in the coancil, 
Paids the Goddefs of Wifdom dercends> and being feen oaiy 
by him, pulls him back ia the very inftant of execution. He 
parlies with her a while, as imaginiog (he would ad?tfe hint- 
to proceed, but upon thr promile of fuch a time wherein there 
Ihould be a full reparation of his honour* he ftieaths his 
(word in obedience to her. She afcends to Heaven, and he 
being left to himfelf, falls again upon his General with bit- 
ter cxprcffions. The Allegory here may be allow'd bv every- 
reader to be unforc'd : The prudence of^chilies checKs him 
in the rafhcft moment of his anger, it works upon hira un- 
feen to others, but does not entirely prevail upon him tode- 
ilft 'till he remennbers his own importance, and depends op* 
on it that there will be a necei&cy of rheii courtint him at 
any ezpence into the alliance again. Having perfuaded hiai^ 
felf by fuch reflexions, he fbibears to attiick his Geaeral* 
hm chiiikijigthat he faciifices enough to prudence by this i^f 
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oth the Princes claim'd her equal care) 

1 (he Hood, and by the golden hair 

?^ feiz d; to him alone confeft; 

e cloud eonceal'd her from the reft. 

i%y and fudden to the Goddefs cries^ 

n by the flames that fparkk from her Eyes.. ; 

cends MmtrvA^ in her guardian care,. 

v'flly witnefs of the wrongs I bear. 

:Ct lets the thought of it vanifh from him ; And ao~ 
is wifdom gone, um he falls into moxe vioknt te- 
es for the gratification of his paiHon. All this is a ^ 
eautiful paflage, whole Morales evident, and general* 
ed on by the Commentators. 

68. Ksovjn hy the fidmts that fparkUd from her eyes."] They 
.rryon this allegory after the moil minute manner, ic- 
i to the eyes of^chilles^ as indeed we niuft, if we en- 
deftroy the bodily appearance of Min*r*M^ But what 
efigning to have his Moral fo open, would take pains 
n it iiKO a Fable i In the proper mythological lenfe* 
lifaee (hould be refeix'd to Minervai according to nw 
n of the ancients, who fuppos'd that the Gods had «/ 
It light in their eyes. That Homtr was not ignoraiit of 
>inion, appears from his nfe of it in other places, as\ 
in the third lUdd Beletu by. this means diG:over& VenMs : 
lat he meant it here is panicularly alTerted by Hehodo^ 
the third book of his i^£thi»pick hiftoiy. '* The Gods* 
;, ** are known in their apparitions to men by thefix'd. 
« of their eyes, or their gliding parage tluough air 
out moving their feet ; thefe marks Homer has usM' 
a his knowledge of the */£gyftiem learning , applying 
to PMlASy and the other to Neptune. *'. Madam Dmict 
•ne into the contraty opioionf and blames Bmjtmhmi and 
without overthrowing thefe authorities, or aifigning. 
her reafon but that it w«s nor piopex foe Miumveti eyes 

V^ whea hex.fpccck was miU,. , 

...... • ■ 
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/J ' '^'^'From Atr$m fon ? Then let thofc eyes that view 
' '^' The daring crime, behold the vengeance too. 
Forbear! (the progeny of 5F<«y replies) 
To calm thy fiiry I forfake the ^tz : 
VJS Let great AchUUs^ to the Gods refign'd. 
To reafon yield the empire o'er his mind. 
By awful Jum this command is giv'n; 
The King and you are both the care of Heav'n* 
The force of keen reproaches let him feel, 
280 But (heath, obedient, thy revenging (leel. 
For I pronounce (and truft a heav'nly pow'r) 
Thy injur'd honour has its fated hour. 
When the proud monarch fhall thy arms implore. 
And bribe thy frie&dfliip with a boundlefs ftore. 
zSj'Then let revenge no longer bear the fway, 
Comnund thy paffions, and the Gods obey. 

To her Ptlides, With regardful car 
'Tis juft, O Goddeis ! I thy dilates hear. 
Hard as it is, my vengeance I fupprefs : 
^poThofe who revere the Gods, the Gods will Ucfer 
He faid, obfervant of the blue-ey'd maid ; 
Then in the flieath returned the fliining Uade* 
The Goddefs fwift to high Olympus flies. 
And joins the facred fenate of the fides. 

Nor 
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^or yet the rage his boiling breail forfook> 

i^hidi thus redoubling on Atndes broke. 

monfler ! mix'd of infolence and fear, 

Thou dog in forehead, but in heart a deer ! 

When wertthou known in ambuQi'd fights to dare. 

Or nobly face the horrid front of war ? 

J^. 29t. Th9U dog in ffnhead,} It has bccn one of the ob)eAU 

•as againft the manners -of Htmer'i Hecoes, that they are a- 

bofive. Moaf. d4 U Motu afifims in his difcourle upon the /- 

^i that great men differ from the vulgar in their manner 

^expieffing their paffion j.but certainly in violent paflions 

'to as tho(e of %AcbiUts and ^lanumntn) the Great are as 

ibjeft as any otheri to thefe Tallies ; of which we have fre- 

Bent examples both from hiftoiy and experience. Plmsrth^ 

iking notice of this line, gives it as a particular commen- 

<tion of H»mer^ that ** he conftantly a^rds as a fine le- 

dnte of morality in his reprehenfions an4 praifes, by re- 

fttring them not to the good) of fortune or the body, but 

thofe of the mind, which are in our power > and for wfaich 

we are btameable or praife- worthy. Thus, fays he, .^4- 

'MMMM is reproach'd for impudence and fear, ^j^x-loz 

vain-bragging, Idomemut for the love of contentionr and» 

Vfyfti does not reprove eytnThnfirts but as a babbler, tho* 

he had fo many perfonal deformities to obje^ to him. la 

like manner alfo the appellations and epithets with which 

' they accoft one another, are generally founded on fome 

' diftinguifliing qualification of merit, as Wifi Ulyfies, He- 

' ftor «f m/ to Jove m Wifiom, Mhilles chitf Glorjf of tbt 

* Greeks,"^ and the like. Flnurch ofresdu^ Foots, 

f. 299. In ambufkl*d fights to dsre.} Htmer has magnifyM the 

mM^ as the boldeft manner of fight. They went upon 

bole parties with a few nven only, 9nd generally the moft da- 

iog of the army> on occafioos of the greatefk Jiazard, where 

hej were therefore more czpos'd than in a regular battel. 

rhns liosmneus in the thirteenth book, ezprefsly tells iUtfrf«iM/, 

btt the gceateft courage appears in this way of fervice, each 

Qaa bdng ia a maaocx fiaglcd out to the f roof of it. JSi»- 
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Tis ours, the chincc of fighting fields to try. 
Thine to look on, and hid the Valiant dye. 
So much *tK fafer thro' the camp to go, 
And rob a fubjed, then defpoil a foe. 

S^J Scourge of thy people, violent and bafc \ 
Sent in "^ovei anger on a flavifti race. 
Who loft to fenfe of gen'rous freedom paft. 
Are tam'd to wrongs, or this had been thy laft. 
Now by this facred fceptre, hear me fwcar^ 

310 Which never more fhall leaveg or bloflbms bear» 

Which 



#. 909. A^ttu hy this facrei fiipm"] Sp9iuUnm In this £lacc 
bhtmes EnftMhmt^ ftr faying that Ihmt^y teakes ^Mks id kS 
paffioo fwe«r by the fir ft thing he meets withi and then tf 
ngns ( as from himfelf ) two caa(es , which the other ht< 
mcnttooM fo plainly before, that it is a wondec they coi^ 
be cverlookM. The fubftance of the whole pftflkge in i^ 
thtHiy is, that if we confider the fceptre (Imply as wood, ^ 
cbiiief after the manner of the ancients takes in his ttanfpor 
the firft thing to fwear by 3 but that Himer himfslf has in th 
proccfs of the dcfcription aflSgn'd rcafons why it is Ptope 
fot the occaHon, which may be feen by confidering it fymSo 
lically. Firft, That as the wood being cm from the tree wiJ 
never reunite and flourifli. Co neither ffiould their amity cw 
ilouiifh again, after they were divided by th:s contention 
Secondly, That a fceptre being. the mark of power, and fym 
bol of fuftice, to fwear by it might in effeft be conftrut 
fwearing by the God of Power, and by Juftice itfelf j an 
accordingly it is fpoken of by ^rijf^tie, 3 . /. P^lit, as a ttlbl 
folemn oath of Kings. 

I cannot leave this palTage without (bowing, in oppofitio 
to fomc moderns who have criticit'd upon it as tedious, iha 
it has been eftcem'd a. beauty by the ancients and en^gr 

tha 
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Which fcver'd from the trunk (as I from thee) 
On the bare mountains left its parent tree ; 
This fceptre, form'd by tcmper*d (led to prove 
An f nfign of the delegates of Jtvt^ 

them in tcs imitation. VWiti has almoft tianfciibM it in his 
12 i£jv. fox the fccptxc of iMimut, 

Vt fit p tt m m h04 (fctftmm dtntrJt umm firti g^^^) 
Kun^usm frtniM Levi ftmdit virgulta nee umbrM 
lion ftmitiin fylvis im4 i§ /firfu rteifum, 
MMtrt cdfitf ppfmiffue corns) it kractuA fttf •* 
OUm drt99, mmc Mni/Seis mmmt sr$ dnf 
ImUtfit^ fMtrihufque didit gijldn iMinit, 

lot I caBnot think this comes up to the fpiritoc propriety of 
Ikmtf^ notwithftandlag the judgment of ScaligiYi who decides 
^ y^fgili npoD a tiivul comparifon of the wotdiog in each, 
ll, tdf, 3. p0it. It fails in a greater point than aoy he has men- 
^% vhifik Uf that being there aa'd on occafion of a peace* 
vhu no emblematical reference todivlilon; andyetdeicribet 
tiie catting of the wood and its tBCipacicy to bloom and 
■nnch ^aiii» in as many words as Htmer, It is borrowM by 
^<iUm$ fldttm in hit third book, where he makes Jsfnt fweax 
tiawaitiot by his fpear» 

Amc eg* mdgtuutimi fptUmm Didynuunis bdfldmf 
Vt fem^l tft Mvnlfd jttgi) Jt mdrrg peremptd, 
Qgd ii#fWtf jdtn ffndts vitides necfui frtftrtt umbrds^ 
Fidd minifterid (y dwds Mt hirridd fugnas^ 
Ttft»r, > 

fod indeed, however he may here borrow Tome exprefflon» 
'oa Virgil ot fail below him in others, he has neverthelefs 
cpt to Hdtntr in the emblem, by introducing the oath upon 
^M*s grief for failing to Oihit without Her.nles^ when he had 
fsrared him from the body of the ^rfi»mdms to fearcii aftcc 
)lds. To render the beauty of this paflage*more niaiiifeil 
leallaGoo is inicrted (but wuk the fcweH words polTible) in 
bietranflatidn, 

From. 
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31 5* From* whom the pow'r of laws and juftice fpriags: 
(Tremendous oath ! inviolate to Kings) 
By this I^fwear, when Heeding Greea, agaiii' 
Shall call Achilles^ ihe (hall call in vain. 
When flufli'd with flaughter, Htff^r comes to fprcad' 

320 The purpled (hore with mountains of the dead>\ 
Then (halt thou mourn th!affix)nt thy madnefif aTe»^ 
Forc'd to deplore^ when impotent to faxe: 
Then rage in bittemefs of foul, to know 
This aft has made the braveft Greek thy fere; 

^2^ Hefpoke; and furious, hurl'd againft thegrQind 
His fc«ptrc ftarr'd with golden ftuds around. 
Then ftemly filent fate. With like difdMn,- 
The raging King return'd his frowns again. 
To calm their pafiion with ihe words of age^ - 

,330 Slow from his feat arofe the Pylian fage. 
Experienced Nejior, in perfuafion ikill'd, 
Words, 'fwcet as honey, from his lips diftill-d: ' 



f.- 124; Thy ra/btufs nnuU th§ .knntt^ Greek khf fki,] IF 
fdfpraife had not been agxeeable to the haughty natnte^of 
^ihiilts, yet PUtdrfh baa mentioaM a cafe, and with fftfp€ft 
to him, wherein it is allowable* He fays that ^chiiiti has it 
other times afcrib'd his fuccefs to ffiter, but it Is pexmitted 
to a man of merit and figure who is injurioufly dealt withi M 
fpeak frankly of himfelf to thofe who are foxgetfal and lUh 
thankful* 

Two 



u 
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I70 generations now had paft away, 
ife by his rules, and happy 4)y his fway ; 
wo ages,o'er his native realm he rci^n'd, 
nd now th* example of the third remained. 
11 vicw'd with awe the venerable man; 
^ho thus, with mild benevolence, began : 
What fliame, what woe is this to Gnue I what joy] 
To Tro'^'s proud monarch, and the friends of Tro^! 

That 



f. sn* T'lv* gemrMions,'] The Commentators make not 
KJFflr to have liV*d three hundred years Caccoiding to Ovid's 
Ofiiiioa;) ibey take the word ^Jjuiet not to fignify a century 
ft flge of the world i but a generation or compa(s of time in 
whim one fet of men flourilh, which in the common compu- 
tation is thirty yeats j and accordingly it is here tranilatea at 
imch the moie probable. 

From what Neji»r fays in this (peech, Madam Dadir com- 
piles the age he was of at the end of thcTrojan war. The fight 
sf tlie Lifrths.astd Cintd»rs fell out fifty five or fifty ^x years 
before jhe-W4Si>f7'r»7; The quarrel o£ ^gamrmnon znd S4chil' 
^ happeh'd in the tenth and laft year of that war. It was 
tbcn fimy five or-fixty fix years unce Nejfor fought againft 
the C«ntM»rs i he was capable at that time of giving counfel, 
fo that one cannot imagine him to have been under twenty : 
^tom whence it will appear that he was now almoft arriv'd 
to the condufion of his third age, and about fourfcore and 
five, or.fourfcoie and. fix years of age. 

#.3 J p. WfiOt /bame.] The quairci having tifen to its highcft 
^zttiv^aace, Ntjfor. the wifeft and raoft aged Gr^^lc^is-raifed 
to quiet the' Princes, whoTe fpeech is therefore fram'd entirely 
with an oppofite air to all which has been hitherto Qiid, fe- 
dacc and inotfenfive. He begins with a foft a£Fe£lionate com- 
flaut which he ojppofes to their threats and haughty language ^ 
he zeconcilea theu attention in an awful manner, by putting 
Ihcn in mind thai they heax one whom thcis fathers and the 

greateft 



\ 



34 HOMER'S ILUD. BookI - 

That adverfe Gods commit to ftcm debate 
The bed, the braveft of the Grecian ftate. ^ 

Young as ye arc, this youthful heat rcftrain, | 

Nor think your Neftor's years and wifdom vain. 
345* A Godlike race of Heroes once I knew. 

Such, as no more thcfc aged eyes (hall view ! ■ 

4 

1 

Lives there a chief to match Plrhhous fame. 
DrjAs the bold, or Cemns dcathlefs nam«. 



created Heroes had heard with deferetce. He iidef with 
neither* that he might not anger any one. while he adTiict 
them to the proper methods of reconciliatfoa ; end he appears 
ro (ide with both while he praifes each, thti They may be in- 
duc'd by the recoUedion of one another's worth to return 
ro that amity which would bring fuccefs to the caufe. It 
was not however confident with the plan of the poem thut 
they (honid entirely be appeas'd, for then the anger would 
be at an end which was proposM as the ftibjeft of the fo- 
rm. Htmtr has not therefore made this fpcech to hare in 
fill] fuccefs i and yet that the eloquence of his iitft9r midic 
not be thrown out of charafter bv its proving nnavdilaDMi 
he takes care that the violence with which the difpute «ii 
manag'd fhould abate immediately upon his freaking | %A$fr 
memtfH confelfes that all he fpoke was right, ^chiUts ^loaar 
ies not to fight for Brijeu if Ae fliosld be fent fotj and tbc 
council diflblvcs. 

It is to be obferv'd that this charafter of authority iii 
wifdom in ffefipr, is every where admirably ufed by H»mer, and 
laade to exert itfelf rhio' all the great emergencies of the 
poem. As he quiets the Princes here, he propofts that ex* 
pedient which reduces the army into their order after (be 
Sedition in the fecond book. When the Grtiks are in the n^> 
moft diftreffes, 'tis he who advifes the building the fbrtiflct- 
tion before the fleet, which is the chief means of prefibivia| 
rhem. And it is by his perfuafion that Pmrpclms putt ondN 
armour of ^ibHUs^ which occafions the tetuxn of that B^ioc^ 
a/id the conqueft of 7V#/. 
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7hefeus, endu'd with more than mortal might. 

Or Polyfhemm like the Gods in fight ? * 

:> With thcfe of old to toils of battel bred. 

In early youth my, hardy days I led; 

Fir*d ivith the thirft which virtuous envy breeds. 

And fmit with love of honourable deeds. 

Strongeft of Men, they pierc*d the mountain boar, 
jRangM the wild defarts red with monfters gore. 

And from their hills the (baggy Centaurs tore. 

Yet thefe with foft, perfuafire arts I fway'd; 

When Neftor fpokc, they liftcn'd and obey'd. 

If in my youth, ev*n thefe cfteem'd me wife, 
JqDo you, young warrior§j^hcar my age advifc. 

Atridesy feize not on the beauteous ilave; 

That prize the Greeks by common fuffrage gave: 

Nor thou, Achilles f treat our Prince with pride; 

Let Kings be juft, and fov'reign pow'r prefidc. 
f Thee, the firft honours of the war adorn. 

Like Gods in ftrength, and of a Goddeis born; 

Him, ^v^ful majcfty exalts above 

The pow'riof earth, and fceptred fons of Jove. 

Let both unite with wdl-confenting mind, , . 
> So fliall authority with ftrength be join'd. 
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Leave me, O King ! to calm Achilles' rage) 

Rule thou thy felf, as more advanc'd in age. 

Forbid it Gods ! AchilUs fliouid be loft, 
j7 yThc pride of Greece^ and bulwark of our hoft. 

Thisfaid, he ceas'd: The King of Men replies; 

Thy years are awful, and thy words arc wife. 

But that imperious, that unconquerM foul. 

No laws can limit, no refpeA controul. 
380 Before his pride mud his fuperiors fall. 

His word the law, and he the Lord of all? 

Him muft our hofts, our chiefs, our felf obey? 

What King can bear a rival In his fway ? 

Grant that the Gods his matchlefs force has giv*a; 
38 5* Has foul reproach a privilege from heav'n ? 

Here on the Monarch's fpeech AchllUs broke, 

And furious, thus, and interrupting fpoke. 

Tyrant, I well defcrv'd thy galling <:haiB, 

To live thy flave, and ftill to ferve in vain, 
390 Should I fubmit to each unjuft decree^: 

Command thy vafTals, but command not me. . 

Seize on Sr//ei>, whom the Grecians doom'd 

My prize of war, yet tamely fee rcfiua^; 



Ao 
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And fcize fccure; No more Achilles draws 

His conqu*ring fword in any woman's caufe. 

The Gods command me to forgive the pad-; 

But let this firft invafion be the laft : 

Por know, thy blood, when neict tliou dar*fl invade, 

Shall (Iream in vengeance on my reeking blade. 

At this they ceas*d; the Hern debate expired-: 
The chiefs in fuUen majefty retir'd. 

Achilles with Patroclus took his way, 
IVhcre near his tents his hollow velTels lay. 

r 

Mean time Amies launch'd with numerous oars 
K well-rigg'd (hip for Chryfa% facred ftiores : 
High on the deck was fair Chryfeis plac'd, 
And fage Ulyjfes with the conducft grac'd : 

;i^. P43 ■ • N§ m9ri AchWics dravis 

His cen^u^rtng fword in Any W9mM*s cdufe. ] 
When KAchitles ^lomifeSt not toconteft £oz Briftrsy ht cxprcilcs 
:t in a (harp defpifiog air, / ivHl »»t fight for the fak^ of s wj- 
nan: by which he glances at Heltna, and cafts an oblique re- 
lexion upon thofe commandeis whom he is about to leave 
It the liege for her cauie. One may obfcrve how well ic i;. 
^Qcy'd of the Poet, to make one woman the ground of a 
quarrel which breaks an alliance'-that was only n)rm*d upoii 
iccount of another: and how much the circumftanc: thus 
!Onfidex'd contributes to keep tip thie anger of ^AJjtUss, foe 
larryiag bn the Poem beyona t4irs dififolution of the council. 
?or (a« he himfelf argues with Viyjfes in the 9*° lUadj it is as rci • 
bnable for him to retain his anger upon the account of Brifeis^ 
Is for the brothers with all Greea to carry on a war upon th;; 
core of Helena. 1 do not know that any commentator has 
:tken notice of this faxcafm of AchilUs, which 1 think a vci y 
obvious one. 
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S&fr ir ba £6es oc hccatomh dicy ftow'd. 
TLsi :Vi&:j iaja^ cot die liquid road. 

41C Tb£ hoc to cxpsisc, next die King prepares, 
Wits pert iofrsnoDS, asi with ii^enin piay'rs, 
Wi&'d br i^ bcoiy waTc, die pioiB tndn 
Aredicass'i. and caft th* aldodoos in die main. 
Aksig d^ ibdie wbok bedtomhs were laid» 

41 5^ Adc b^Ils azi g:yits to Pimhu ^tars paid. 
Tbe faV.lf fcizici in ariing fpixes arifc» 
And waft dior gra:cnil odoors to die fkies. 

Hie army dns in iaaol rites engag'd. 
Arrides fisH widi deep rcfentment rag'd. 

420 To wait his win two £icrcd heralds ftood» 
TdUhyhms and Emn^ittu the good. 
Hailc to the ferce AddUes tent (he cries) 
Thence bear Brijias as oar royal prize : 

f.^il. Tif Mmn9m} All o«r fbrmex fi^/rji traj:>iatioiiS 
feem to have eic'd in the fcnlc of this lines t^ wotd av^I* 
being diffcieuily lendei'd by them, •ff^t oc o^mHj^ or fitrffr 
mums, 01 •rdmresj a grofs fctt of ideas, of which H»fiur is noc 
guilty. The word comes from >.»«, *Im; the fameTcd>&0A 
whence o^nxuuxiviilo, which precedes in the line, is detiv'd. 
So that the fcnfe appears to be as it is lendei'd here {Thif 
vfzfiid, and thrruj divdv tU r walhings.] Perhaps this luftit» 
tioi) might beufed as a phyOcal remedy in cleanung them from 
tnc infection of the plague: as PoMjanras tells us it was by the 
^*T'r'iiani, from whwUce he fays the pligiie was called jwAur 

' 4 Submit 
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he muft; or if they will not part, 
f in arms (liall tear her from his heart. 
in willing heralds aft their lord's commands;] 
thy walk along the barren lands : ' 

, the Heroe in his ten: they find, 
oomy afpedl, on his arm redin'd. / 

il diftance long they fi.'ent Itand, •, /i'" ,1.1 

advance, or fpeak their hard command; 
confufion ! This the Godlike man 

d, and thus with accent mild began, / 

/ 

leave and honour enter our abodes, 

:d miniftcrs of men and Gods ! 

your melfage; by conllraint you came; 

1, but your imperious lord I blame. 



^t Awfttl difiancifilnit.'\ There wm rcquir'd fl very 
Je management to prefeive all the charaders which 
ein*d in this nice conjundure, wherein the heraVds 
obey at their peril s ^gtmanntn was to be gratify'd- 
iilc on *AchtUe:\ ^nd*>4ihillej was to fufierlb as might 
lis pride, and not have his violent temper provoked, 
this the Poet has found the fecrer to extricate himfelf, 
taking care to make his heralds ftaud in fight, and 
Thus they neither make ^gMutmntn^i majcfty (uffer 
ng their meffage fubmiflively, nor occafion a rougli 
t from .Achilles by demanding Brijeii in the peremp- 
e oidex'd s and at the fame time ^chUes is gratify*4 
opportunity of giving her up, as if he rather fent het 

forcM to relinquiih her. The ait of this has been 
ticc of by Eufl^thiHJ, 

G X Patroclus 
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PMroclits hafte, the fair Brifiit bring ; 
Condud my captive to the haughty King. 

440 But witnefs, heralds, and proclaim my vow> 
Witnefs to Gods above, and men below ! 
But firft, and loudeft, to your Prince declafc, 
That lawlefs tyrant whofe commands you bear; 
Unmov'd as death Achilles fiiall remain, 

44^ Tho' proflrate Greece fliould bleed at cv'ry vein: 
The raging Chief in frantick paffion loft. 
Blind to himfelf, and ufelefs to his hoft, 
Unlkill'd to judge the future by the paft. 
In blood and daughter fhall repent at laft. 

4^ Patrocl^ now th' unwilling beauty brought; 
She, in foft forrows, and in penfive thought, 
Paft filent, as the heralds held her hand. 
And oft look'd back, flow-moving o'er the ftrand. 

j^. 45 1. Shi in ft ft forrows,"] The behaviour of BrZ/rr/ in h« 
departure is no lefs beautifully imagin*d than the former. A 
French or ItAlt'an Foet had lavifh'd all his wit and paffion in 
two long fpeeches on this occafionj which the heralds muft 
^avc wept to heat ; inftead of which Homir gives' us a fine 
pid^ure of nature. - We fee Brifiis paffing unwillingly aloogt 
with a dejcfted air, melted in tendernefs, and not able to ut' 
ter a word : And in the lines immediately following, we have 
a (ontrajie to this in the gloomy re(entment ofsAchilUs, who 
iuddcnly retires to the fiiore and vents kis rage aloud to the 
i'tjts. The variation of the numbers juft in this place adds ' 
gicat be^iuty to it , which has been endeavouc d at in the 
fiauilatioa. 

* Not 
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Not fo his lofs the fierce AchilUi bore ; 
^ut fad retiring to the founding (hore, 
) er the wild margin of the deep he hung, 
^ht kindred deep, from whence his mother fprung,. 
There, bath'd in tears of anger and difdain, 
Thus loud lamented to the ftormy main. 

parent Goddeis ! fincc in early bloom 

'hy fon muft fall, by too fevere a doom ; 

lire, to fo (hort a race of glofy bom, 

reat Jove in juftice fiiould this fpan adorn : 

ionour and fiame at leafl the Thund'rer ow'd^ 

nd ill he pays tkc promife of a God ; 

II 

)>. 45«. Thtrt^ $ab*d in tedrs,'] Eitfldfhltn obfciTCS On thif 
ace that it is no weaknefs in Heroes to weep, but the Texy 
eft of humanity and proof of a generous temper $ fox 
lick he ofEers ieveral initances, and takes notice that if S$' 
fchi would not let ^jux weep, it is becaufe he is drawn ra^ 
er as a madman than a heroe. But this general ohferva'^ 
>n is not all we can' offer in excufc for the tears of ^chllea 
% are tears of anger and difdain (as I have ventured to call 
em in the Tranflation) of which a great and fiery temper fs^ 
sre fnlceptible than any other; aad even in this cafe Homer 
s taken care to prefer?ethe high charafter, by making him< 
ire to vent his tears out of fight. And we may aad to< 
((e an obfervation of which Madam Ddcitr is fond', the 
ifbn why ^gdmemn9n parts not in tears from Chryfets^ tnd 
dfiUes does from Brifexs : The one parts willingly from his 
ftrefs j and becaufe he does it for his people's fafety it he- 
mes an honour to him: the other is parted unwillingly, and 
caufe his General takes her by force, the aftion refieft» a 
(honour upon him. 
f, 464. Tht ThMttrfr #iuV.] This alltties io,;a ftory which? 
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If yon proud MonArch thus thy fon defies, 

Obfcures my glories, and refumcs my prize. 
Far in the deep recefTcs of the main, 

Where aged Ocean holds his wat'ry reign, 
^•70 The Goddefs-mother heard. The waves divide; 

And hke a mift (he rofe above the tide; 

Beheld him mourning on the naked (hoicSj 

And thus the forrows of his foul explores. 

Why grieves my fon ? Thy anguifb let me A^rei 
^^y Reveal the caufe, and truft a parent's qirie* 
He deeply fighii\g fai4 : To t(?ll my WQe» 

Is but to mention >ylig.t tipo well yiou know* 

'*AchWfs t^Us tke cmb^iCUors of ^Jgimtmimy M. f. - Tjis| he 

jheaUe^ative hquif .t)mi 

proppsM to him (not from jmpuer but Thttis t^o acM^V^ li^ 
decree^ he cJiole the latter, which he IfioVs ^f<m as bis 4w9t 
fince he gives away length of life for it : and accotdiagif 
when he complains to his mother of the difeiace he lies ttA- 
der, it is in this manner he makes a demand of honour- 

MonC de ia Motre very iudicioufly ob(eives,^ha£ botior this 
foce- knowledge of the certainty of his death at rr«7, ^ckiUa^s 
chara£lcr could have drawn but littU e^rem from the reader. 
A heroe of a vicious mind, bleft oiily with a fupeiibri^ of 
ftrength, and invulnerable into the batgain, ^as not very pro- 
per to excite admiration ; but H9mtr by this exquifite piece of 
art has made him the gceateft of hetoes, who is ftill puriii- 
ing glory in contempt of death, and even under that cext^- 
ty gcoexott^y 4cY0ting himfelf t^ pyqy ^jftioa. 

From 
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From Ththe facred to Apollo's name, 
(Mtions realm) our conqu'ring army came, 
4^ With treafurc loaded and triumphant fpoils, 
Whofe juft divifion crown'd the foldier's toils ; 



ji^ 47 J. From Thcbc.l Htmer, who opcn'd his pofm with 
the a^ion which immediately brought on ^ihiUi.'s anger, be- 
ing-now to give an account of the Tame thing again, takes his 
li^ more backward in the jftory. Thus the reader is inform'^ 
ifl what he (houid know, without havingbeen delay'd from en- 
tering upon the promisM (ubjeft. This is the &t& attempt 
whicbtve fee made towards the poetical method of narration, 
which di0iexs from the ki^orical ; in that it does not proceed 
always AitcStly in the line of time , but fometimes relates 
things which have gone before, when a mpre proper oppor- 
tunity demands it, to make the narration more informing or 
beautiful. 

The foregoing remark is in regard only to the fixft fix lines 
of this rpeech.rwliat follows is a rehearfai of the preced- 
ing a^ion of the poem, almoft in the fame words he had ufed in 
the'Op^nlaijgk s ■ anifl h one of thofe faults Which has with moft 
juftice been obje£^ed to ouc Author. It is net to be deny'd 
but the' account mcrft be tedious, of what the reader had been 
jnft before inform'd : and efbecially when we ace given to un- 
derftand it was no way neceffary, by what KAcbilles fays at the 
beginning, that Thetis kjitw the whoU fi%rj dtready. As to re- 
peating the fame Hnes, a prai^ice ufual with Homer, it is not 
fo excufable in this piace as in thole, where meffages are de- 
livered hi the words they were receiv'd, or the like i it being 
nnnararal to imagine, that the perfbn whom the Poet intro- 
duces as adually fpeaking, (hould fall into the felf-fame 
words tfarac are usM in the narration by the Poet himfelf. Yet 
Mittom was fo great an admirer and imitator of ouc author, as 
not to have fcrapled even this kind of repetition. The paf- 
f^ge is at the end of his tenth book, where w^<^4i» leaving de- 
clax*d he would ^roftrate himfelf before God in certain par- 
ticnlar afts of humiliation, thofe a^s aic ioimediatelj flftec 
defcxib'd by the Poet in the fame wocds. 

G 4 But 
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But bright Chryfehj hcav'nly prize ! was led 
By vote feleded, to the Gen'-rals bed.. 
The prieft of P^op^w^ fought by gifts to gain. 
jSfHis beauteous daughter from the vigor's chain;. 
The fleet he rcach'd, and lowly bending dowiu 
Held forth the fqeptre and the laurel crown. 
Entreating all; but chief implor'd for grace 
The brother Kings of Atreus royal race : 
49^Kbe gen'rous Greeks their joint confent declare^ 
The prieft to rev'rence, and releafe the fair;. 
Not fo Atrides: He» with wonted pride. 
The fire infulted, and his gifts deny*d : 
Th* infulted fire, (his God's pecuhar care) - 
49 J* To Phoebus pray'd, and PhxhuiAitzxi. the pray'rr. 
A dreadful plague enfues; Th' avenging darts. 
Inceffant fly, and pierce the Grecian hearts. 
A prophet then, infpir'd by heav'n arofe. 
And points the crime, and thence derives the woes: 
5COMy felf the firft th* aflembled chiefs indine 
T' avert the vengeance of the pow*r divine; 
Then rifing in his wrath, the Monarch ftorm'd ; 
Inccns'd he threatened, and his threats performed: 
The. fair Chrjftis to her fire was fent, 
foj With oiFer'd gifts to make the Go drelen; 

:-. Bl 



Book I. HOMER 5 ILIAD. d^^ 

But now he feiz'd ^rifiis heav'nly charms, 
Wof my valour's prize defrauds my arms^ 
defrauds the votes of all the Grecian train; 
^nd fervice, faiths and j^ice- plead in vain.- 
ut Goddefs ! thou, thy fuppliant fon attenrfi. 
o-high Olympus (hining court afcend, 
rge all the ties to formtr fervice ow'J, 
idfui for vengeance to the thundering God.. 
ft haft thou triumph'd in the glorious boaft, 
lat thou ftood-ft forth, of all th* aethcreal hoft;. 

When 



.Si^ oft hiifi'thtm tfiumph'd.'i The pcrfiiafivc whicK ^«rAi7- 
s here made to put into the mouth of Thetis, is moft act- 
/ contrived to luit the prcfcnt exigency. Tou^ fays he,^ 
I intreat Jt^iur to bring mifecies on the Grtekjy who arc 
cftcd hyJtnoy Neptune, znd Minerva: Put him therefore in 
d that thofe Deities were once his enemies, and ud.urc him 
lat fervice you did him when thofe veiy powers would have 
id him, that he wiU now in his turnamft you againft tiie 
savours they wiU oppofe to my wlfhes. En/fAibrnt, 
$ for the ftory itlelf, fome have thought (with whom is 
am D«ci^^that there was fomeimperfed tradition of the 
of the Angels for their rebellion, which the Greeks had re- 
d by commerce with ty£^^: and thus they account the 
lion of the Gods, the precipitation of VtUcan from hea- 
and J9ve*s threatning the inferior Gods with TartAms 
IS fo many hints of fcripture faintly imitated. But it 
s not improbable that the wars of the Gods, defcribed 
le Poets, allude to the confulion of the elements before 
were broaght into theic natural order. It is almoft ge- 
ly agreed that by 7"^''' i^ meant the u£t/ur, aod-bp/t- 
: ^tr: The ancient Philofophers fuppos'd the ty£ther to 
^coiis, by by its k'lad influence w^Qix iKc ^Aix \a b« tUc 

G f ^AvSt, 
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When bQld r^bellioa (hook tbe re^ilnls above, 
Th* undaunted guard of clpud-compeUing 3we» 
When the bright p^utner of }iis awful reign. 
The lyarUke maid, a^d monarch of the main, 
JloThe TraytorrGods, by mad ambition driv'n, 
Durft threat .with chains th* omnipotence of heav'a. 
Then call'^ by thee, the aaonfter TU^n came, 
(Whom Gods BridTim^ Men ^«0» name) 
Thro* wondring (kies enormous f^alk'd along; 
i^S Not * he that (hakes the folid earth fo flrong : 
nt. With giant-pride at Jov»^ high throne he ftands, 
And brandifh'd round him all his hundred hands; 
Th* affrighted Gods confefs'd their awful lord, 
' ^They dropt the fetters, trembled and ador'd. 



caufc of alt vegetation : TheidEbxe titrntr fays in the 14*^ lUU^ 
That upon Jupitn^s embracing his wife, the earth mit forth 
Ks plants. Perhaps by Th€tit*$ alfiftiag Jf^fittr^ maybe meaqt 
that the watiy element llibfidtng and taking its nauual 
place, put an end to this combat of the elements. 

#.5 2)' Wh9m G»ds Briateus, Mtn ^Egeon »4ik/.] This maii- 
ner of making the Gods fpeak a language different ftommen 
jfwhich is frequent in Hitmr) is a ciicumftance that as far 4s 
it widens the diftinftion between ^vipe and hiunan Qat^res> 
lb fiir might tend to heighten the sevecence paid the Qo4i' 
Sut beiides this, as the dlftprenfe is thus told in P9etry, it is 
of ufe to the Poecs themieWes .* Fof it appears li^c a kind of 
tdbnvony of their infpirationsor fbeii conTccrc with the G^% 
ao4 theicby gives a majiffty tg thMc woik^. 
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fSoThis, Goddeis» this to his remembrance call» 
Embrace hU knees» at his tribunal fall; 
Conjure him far>to drive the Grecuw train» 
To hurl them headlong to their fleet and maifi^^ 
To heap the fliores with copious death, and bring 

^^The Grteks to know the curfb of fuch ^ King. : 
Let Agamemnon lift his^aughty head 
O'er all his wide dominion of the dead*. 
And mourn in blood, that e'er he durft difgracc^ 
The boldefl warrior of the Grecian race. 

r40 Unhappy fon ! (fair Theth thus replies^ 
While tears celefti^ trickle from her eyes) ' 
Why have I born thee with a mother's throes^ 
To fates averfe, and nurs*d for future woes i 
So (hort a fpace the light of heav'n to view t 

f'4fSo Ihort a fpace I and filled with forrow too t 
O might a parent's careful wifl> prevail. 
Far, far from Jlicn ibould thy veflels fail. 
And thou» from camps remote, the danger {hun» 
Which now, alas ! too nearly threats my £bn» 

'fo Yet (what I can) to move thy fuit HI go. 

To great Olympus crown'd with fleecy fnow. 

Mean time, fecure within thy fljips frpm Jfer 

Behold the fields nor mingle iii thp^\^ar» 

G d T\3w^ 
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The SiicofGods, and all- th' actlicriartrain» 
rj*On the warm limits of the farthcft main. 
Now mix with mortals, nor difdain to grace- 
ThcFeafts of JEthscfia:s blamelefs race-: 

f. 557. Tbf.feafls #/" iEthiopia'j blamelefs rMceJ] 
The ly^kioptdHSf (kys Di»doruj, lib. j, are faid to be the ihfen- 
tois of pomps. facriHcesi folcmn meetings, and other ho- 
nours paid to the Gods. From hence aroie their charader of 
piety, which is here celebrated, by Hornet. Among thefe theue 
was an annual feaft at Diofptlh, which Ettftathus mentions, 
wherein they catryM about the ikAtuct^ of Jitpher and the othcc 
Gods, for twelve days, according to their number ; to which 
if we add the ancient cuftom of fetting meat befote ftatues, 
it will appear a rite from which this fable might eadly arife. 
But it would be a great miftake to imagine from this placci. 
that Honter reprefents the Gods as eating and drinking upon 
earth : a grots notion he was never guilty of, as. appears fiom. 
thefe verfcjs ip the fifth book« 1^, 349. 

Ov 70 TirOV UuTy U ivil^tT tU^VTTA oJfOf', 

(For noi tht bread #/ man their life fttjlains,. 
i/0r winces inflaming juit e fuppHes their veins.) 

Macrobius would have it, that by Jupiter here \i meant 
the fun, and that the number twelve hints at the twelve 
Jigns ; but whatever may be faid in a critical defence of this 
opinion, I believe the reader will be fatisfy'd that Horner^ con- 
fidet'd as a Poet, would. hav^e his machinary underftood upon 
that fyftem of the Gods which is properly G^eiisn. 

One may take notice here, that, it were to be wiOiM fom&. 
pafTage were found in any authentic author, that might tell 
us the lime of the year when the ty£f biopiant ke^t this feftival 
at Diojpelis: For from thence one might determme the preciie 
feafon of the year wherein the a^onsof the lUad are reprefentcd 
to have happen'd s and perhaps by that means farther explain 
flic beamy aod propuety of many paiXagcs in the Poem. 
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Twelve days the pow'rs indulge the genial ritc^ 
Returning with the twelfth revolving Ught. 
'^Then will I- mount tlie brazen dome, and move 
The high tubunal of immortal Jove, 

The Goddefs ipoke: The rolling waves unclofc; 
Then down the deep (hfiplung'd from whence (he rofc^ 
And left hira forr.owing on the lonely coaft, 
Jjln wild refentmeiit for the fair he loft^ 
In Chryfas port now %e Ulyjffs. rode; 
Beneath the deck the deftin'd victims ftow'd : 
The fails they furi;d, they la(h*d the maft aiide,. 
And dropt thdr anchors,,- and the pinnace ty'd^ 
oNext on the (bore their hecatomb they land, 
Chrjfeis laft defcending on the ftrand.. 
Her, thus returning from, the furrow'd main> 
Vl-jJIes led to. Phxhjis facred fane; 
Where at his folemn altar,, as the maid. 
^i'Hc gaye to Chr^fes, thus the Hcroe faid. 
Hail rev'rcnd prieft ! to Phcsbuy awful dome: 
A fuppliaat I from great Atrides come.:. 
Uaranfoin d here receive the fpotlefs fair^ 
Accept the hecatomb the Greeks prepare; 
V And may thy God who fcatters darts around^ 
Aton'd'by facrifice, dcfift to veound*. 
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At liiis, the Sire embrac'd the maid again» 

So fadly loft> fo lately fought in vain. 

Then near the altar of the darting King, 
f oJ'Difpos'd in rank their hecatomb they bring: 

With water purify their hands, and take 

The facred oflTring of the falted cake ; 

While thus with arms devoutly rais'd in air,. 

And folemn voice, the Prieft dire As his' pray 'r» 
jpo God of the filver bow, thy ear incline, 

Whofe pow'r encircles Cilia the divine; 

Whofe facred eye thy Tenedos furveys. 

And gilds fair Chrjfa with diftinguilh'd rays? 

If, fir'd to vengeance at thy prieft's requeft, 
jpfThy direful darts inflidt the raging peft; 

Once more attend ! avert the wailful woe. 

And fmile propitious, and unbend thy bow. 
So Chryfes pray'd, jipollo heard his pray 'r ; 

And now the Greeks their hecatomb prepare; 
^Soo Between their horns the falted barley threw. 

And with their heads to heav n the viAims flew : 

The 

i^. 600. The Sacrifice ] If wc condder this pafTagc, it is not 
made to (hinc in poetry: All that can be done.fs to life it 
numbers, and endeavour to fet the particulars in a difHiift 
vicw^ fiut if wc take u ui «xvox,Vai vLt^t^ «ad as "a picceof 
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J'hrlimbs Aey fever from th'^indofing hide ; 
The thighs, felcdcd to the Gods, divide: 
On thefe, in double cawls involv'd with art» 
' The chofeft morfels lay from evVy part. 
The Pricft himfelf before his alur ftandfe. 
And burns the ofTring with his holy hands, 

learning) it is valuable for being the moft exaft a^coont of 
the ancient facrifices any where left as. There is firft the 
purification, bv wafliing of hands i. SecondW the offering np 
«f Prayers : Thirdly the M§Uj or barley cakes thrown npon 
the vidim : Fourthly the manner of killing it with the head 
turn*d upwards to the celeftial Gods (as they turn'd it down- 
wards when they offered to the infemals : ) Fifthly their (e- 
lefting the thighs and fat for their Gods as the beft of the 
facrifice, and the difpofing about them pieces cut from every 
part for a reprefentation of the whole j (hence the thighs, or 
fuie^'«, are frequently us*d in H0m*r and theGrvr^Poeu for 
the whole yidtim : ) Sixthly the libation of wine : Seventhly 
confuming the thighs in the £ie of the altat : Eighthly the 
facrificers dreffine and feafting on the reft, with joy and 
hymns to the Gods. Thus pun&ually have the ancient Poets* 
and in particular H$mer, written with a care and refpeft ta 
religion. One mav queftion whether any countrey, as muck 
a ftrangex to chriftianity as we are to heathenifm, might be 
fo well infbrm'd by our Poets in the worihip bdoaging to 
any profeffion of religion at prefent. 

I am obliged to take notice how entirely Mr. Drydtn has 
miftaken the fenie of this pftllkge, and the cuftom of anti- 

Suity i for in his tranllation> the cakes are thrown into the 
re inftead of being caft on the viftim ; the fact ificers axe 
made to eat the thighs and whatever belonged to the Gods $. 
and no part of the vi&im is confum'd for a burnt o^ringy 
fo that in tiStGt there is no facrifice at all. Some of the mi- 
ftakcs (paiticularly that of turning thi nafi-mtat tn the /pits 
irhich was not known in H*mifi days) he was led into by 
Cktgmm^s uanilatiaiu 
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Pours the black wine, and fees the flames afpirc^ 
The youth with inftruments furround the fire: 

€lo The thi^ thus facrific*d, and entrails dreft,. 
Th' affiftants part, transfix, and toaft the reft r 
Then fpread the tables, the repaft prepare. 
Each takes his feat, and each receives his ftiare; 
When now the rage of hunger was repreft-, 

6 1 5* With pure libations they conclude the feaft; 

The youths with wina the copious goblets crown'd, 
And pkas'd, difpenfe the flowing bowls around. 
With hymns divine the joyous banquet ends>. 
The Pmus lengthen'd 'till the^ fun defcends : 

^^.OTheGre^A/reftor'd, the grateful not« prolong; 
AfoUo Uftens,. and. approves the fong. 

*Twas night; the Qiiefs befide their veflcl lie,. 
'Tilt rofie morn had purpled o'er the flcy : 
CtA^'t Then launch,.andhoife the mafl; indulgent gales, 

^2»J'$upply'd by Phochusy fill the fwelling fails; 
■ The milk-white canvas bellying as they blow,. 
The parted ocean foams and roars below :: 
Above the bounding billows fwift they flew,. 
'Till now the Grecian, camp appeared in view. 

630 Far- on the beach they haul their bark to land,. 
(The crooked keel divides the yellow fand) 



Thoj 
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Then part, where ftretch'd along the winding bay 
The (hips and tents in mingled profped lay. 
But raging ftill amidft his navy fate 
^^The Item Achilles^ ftedfaft in his hate; 
Nor raix'd in combate, nor in council join'd; 
But wafting cares lay heavy on his mind: 
In his black thoughts revenge and ilaughter roll; 
And fcenes of blood ri^e dreadful in his foul. 
^ Twelve days were paft, and now the dawning light 
The Gods- had fummon'd to th* Olympian height: 
Jove firft afcending from the wat'ry bow'rs, 
Leads the long order of aethcrial pow*rs. 
When like a morning mift, in early day, 
'Rofe from the flood the daughter of the fear 
And to the feats divine her flight addreft. 
There, far apart, and high above the reft, 
The Thund*rer fate ; where old Olympus ftirouds 
His hundred heads in Heav'n, and props the clouds. 
) Suppliant the Goddefs flood : One hand ftie plac'd 
Beneath his beard>, and one his knees embraced. 
If e'er, O father af the Gods! (he faid. 
My words coa'd pleafc thee, or my acftions aid ; 
Some marks of honour on my fon beftow, 

And pay ia glory what in life you owe. 

Famfr 
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Fame is at leaft by heav'nly promife due 
To life fo (hort, and now diftionour'd too^ 
Avenge this wrong, oh ever juH and wife! 
Let Gneci be humbled, and the Trojans rife; 

^60 'Till die proud King, and all th* A^haUn race 
Shall heap with honours him they now difgracc. 

This Thetis fpoke, but Jove in filence held 
The facred councils of his breaH conceal'd. 
Not fo repuls'd, the Goddeis clofer pred^ 

66s StiU grafp*d his knees, and ur^'d the dear rcqtefl 
O Sire of Gods and Men ! thy fuppliant hear, 
Refufe, or grant; for what has Jove to fear I 
Or oh ! declare, of all the pow'rs abov€ 
Is wretched Thetis leail the care of Jove f 

670 She faid, and fighing thus the God le^tsi 
Who roHs the thunder o'er the vaulted 0sifi9. 
What haft thou afk*d ? Ah why Should Jovt en 

In foreign contefts, and domeftick rage. 
The Gods complaints, and Jftncs fierce alarms 
67 J" While U tpo partial^ aid the Trojan armsf 
Go, left the haughty partner of my fway 
With jealous eyes thy.clofe accefs furvey; 
But part in peace, fecure thy pray*r is fped : 
Witneis the ikcred honours of our head> 
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loThe Nod that ratifies the will divine. 
The faithful, fix*d, irrevocable fign^ 
Thisfeals thy fuit, and this fulfils thy vows- 
He fpoke, and awful bends his fable brows; 
Shakes his ambrofial curis^' and gives the nod; 

VThcftamp of fate, and fandion of the God: 



ji^. 6%\. The faithful, file* d^ irrtvocahU fi^n,'\ There arc among 
men three things by which the efficacy of a promife-may be 
Jp^ide Jiroid i the defign not to perform it, tbewant of power 
Ho bring it to pafs, and the inft ability of our tempers ; from 
all which Htmer {aw that the divinity muft be exempted, and 
therefore he defcribes the ««i, or ratification of Jufrter*s 
word, as faithfui, is oppoiition to fraud, fun of being per- 
A>rm'd, in oppofirion to weskftifsy and imvcMble, in oppofltion 
CD our rtpetumg of a promife. Euftatbims, 

f. 683. Hefptkg, and mivful hend .} This dcfcription of the 
Majefiy of Jfifiittr has fbmethi&g exceedingly grand and ve- 
nerable. Macrq^i reports, th^t Phidias having made his O^ 
fyw$fian JufttfTy which palk for one of the greateft miracles 
of a^, was askM from what pattern he fram'd fb divine a 
SgaVf and anfwer'd, it was from that archetype which he 
found in thefe lines of H»mer, The fame author has alfo ta- 
ken notice of Virgil's imitating it, /. i.' 

DixmrMf id^m ratum Stygii per fiumina frsttis^ 
Per pice tArmtet atra^e vrafine ripas j 
sAnnuit, 4t teutm wmu tremefedt Oiympmn, 

Sere indeed he has prefervM the ned with its ftupendona ef- 
'ed, the making the heavens tremble. But he has negle^ 
id the dcfcription of the eye- brows and the hair, thofe chief 
neces of imagery £rom whence the aitift took the idea of a 
ountenance proper for the King of Gods and Men. 
Tfans far Macretnut, whom Sealiger anfwcrs in this manner ; 
AMt iudi^ Phidiam, am nes ludit Phidias : Etiam fine HomciO 
wt iUmm fiijfii Jevem mm cearert frferaUis ^ esfme. 
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High Heav'n with trcmWing the dread fignaltooli 
And all olymptts to the centre (hook. 

Swift to the feas profound the Goddefs fliej 
Jove to his Harry manfion in the (kies. 

690 The (hining fynod of th* immortals watt 

The coming God, and from their thrones of ftatt 
Arifmg filent, wrapt in holy fear. 
Before the Majefty of Heav'n appear.. 
Tremhling they fland^ while jf<?x;ffaffujn6s the thro 

^f All, but the God's imperious Queen alone; 
Late had (he view'd the iilver-footcd dame. 
And all her paffions kindled into flame. 
Say, artful manager of heav'n ((he cries) 
,Wlxa now p^irtakes the fecrets of the fkies? 



>^. €9 A' Jove djjfkmes tht thrtm.'] As Uomtr makes the 
council of hi&men to be one continu'd fcene of angci, wl 
by the Grecian chiefs became divided > fo he makes the 
meeting of the Gods to be fpent in the fame pallion} wl 
by Jupiter is m6re fixM to alfift the Trojans^ and Jw i 
mcensM agatnft them. Thus the defign of the Foem j 
on : The anger which began the book overfpreads all eti 
beings by the latter end of it : Heaven and earth bee 
engaged in the fubjed^, by which it rifes to a great iir 
tance in the readei^s eyes, and is haften'd forward int( 
briskeft fcenes of aftion that can be fram*d upon that vi< 
paffion. 

f. 69%. S^jy Artful MAnaxer,} The Gods and Goddeifes b 
defcribM with all the delires and pleafures. the palCons 
.kimupurs of mankind, the commentators have taken 

I 



k 
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loThy ^uno knows not the decrees of fate, 
In vain the partner of imperial (late. 
What fav'rite Goddefs then thofe cares divides. 
Which Jove in prudence from his confort hides ? 



ceiice from thence to draw not only moral obftrvations, but 
alfo fatyrical reflexions out of this pact of the Poet, Thefe 
1 am forry to lee fall fo hard upon womankind, and all by 
7m«*^ means. Sometimes Ihe procures them a lefTon for their 
^tiofity and unquietncfs, and at other times for their loud 
and vexatious tempers : Jnn» deferves them oh the one hand> 
J^iter thunders them out on the other, and the learned gen- 
tlemen ate rery particular in enlarging with remarks on both 
fides. In her firft fpeech they make the Poet defcribe the iu- 
qniiitive temper of womankind in general, and their refllef- 
ncfs if they are not admitted into every feciet. In his an- 
fwer to this, they trace thofe methods of grave remonft ranee 
by which it is proper for husbands to calm them. In hec 
'cply, they find it is in the nature of women to be more obfti- 
oate for being yielded to : And in his fecond return to her, 
tbcy fee the laft method to be ufcd with them upon failure of 
the firft, which is the'exercife of fovereign authority. 

Mr. DryJen bas tranflatcd all this with the utmoft fcverity 
Qpon the Ladies, and fpirited the whole with fatyrical addi- 
tions of his own. But Madam Dacier (who has elfewheie 
animadverted upon the good Bifliop of Thefahnica, for his 
fage admonitions againft the fair Tex) has not taken the leail 
notice of this general defeXion from complaifance in all the 
vofflmentators. She fecms willing to give the whole palTage 
a more important turn, and incline us to think that Homer 
de£gn'd to reprefcnt the folly and danger of |>rying into the 
ftcrcts of providence. *Tis thrown into that air in this tran- 
flation, not only as it is more noble and inftru^^iVe in gene- 
xal, but as it is more refpe£^ful to the Ladies in particular i 
hot (hould we (any more than Madam Dicier) have mentl- 
o&'d what thofe old fellows have faid. but to deiite their pro- 
leftion agaioft fome modem ciicicks their difciplesj who may 
amign thif pioceedlBj^. 

To 
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To this the Thund*rer : Seek not thou to find 
70f The facred counfels of almigihty mind: 
\ Involv'd in darknefs lies the great decree, 

; Nor can the depths of fate b^ plerc'd by thee, 

J 
'/.' i j What fits thy knowledge, thou the firft (halt know; 

\ The firfl of Gods above, and Men bdow : 
7ipBut thou, nor they, (hall fearch the thoughts that roll 
. Deep in the dofe recelTes of my foul. 
Full on the Sire the Goddefi of the (kies 
Roll'd the large orbs of her majeftic eyes. 
And thus returned. Auftcre Saturnim^ fay, 
7 1 J* From whence this wrath, or who controuls thy fway ? 
Thy boundlefs will, for me, remains in force. 
And all thy counfels take the dellin'd courfe. 

r 

But *tis for Greece I fear: For late was feen 
In clofe confult, the (ilver-footed Queen. 
^lojove to his Thetis nothing could deny, . 
Nor was the fignal vain that (hook the iky. 

f'7ii. 'B^l^d the Urgt Orbs."] The -Cruh is Roaiff'K •o<n*ft 
"H^ji, which is commonly tranflated the venerMe 9K'ey*d Jono. 
Madam Dacier very well obfeives thatySfis ooly an augmeo- 
tative panicle, and (igni£es no mote than valde. It may be 
addedj that the imagination that oxen have larger eyes than 
pidinary is ill-grounded, and has no foundation in truth i 
their eyes are no larger in proportion than thofe of meoi ^f 
of moft other animals. But be it as it will, the defign of 
the Poet, which is only to exprcfs the laigcnefs of hex cyet» 
X is aufwcr'4 ia the paiaphiafc. 

Wiat 
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iVbat God fo daring in your aid to move. 

Or lift his hand againft the force of Jove? 

Once m your caufe I felt his matchlefs might, 

rlurl'd headlong downward from th' cthcrial height; 

roft all the day in rapid cirdes round; 

)^ox till the Snn dcfccndcd, touch'd the ground:: 

Brcatiilefsl fell, in giddy motion loft; 

The Slnthlans rais'd me on the Lemntan coaft. 
He faid, and to her hands the goblet hcav'd, 

Which, with a fmile, the white-arm'd Queen received- 
Then to the reft he filFd; and, in his turn. 
Each to his lips apply^d the nedar'd mivu 

it* 760. Once in your caufe I felt hU matchlefs mi'iht"} They who 
fearch another vein of aHegory for hidden knowledge in na • 
tural Philofophy, have conlider'd Juptter aiftl jHne as Hearen 
and thp vx4/r, whofe alUaace is interrupted when the air is 
troubled above, but reftor*d again when it is cleai'd by heat, 
01 Vulcan the God of Heat. Him they call a divine artificer, 
from the a^vity or general ufe of fire in working. They 
fuppeie him to be born in Heaven, where Fhilofophers fay 
that element has its proper place: and is thence derived to 
the earth, which is (ignifyM by the fall of Vnlcan -, that he 
fell in Lemnes, becanie that Ifland abounds with fubterrHnCcUi 
fires ; and that he contrafted a lamenefs or imperfedion by- 
tit^ fall i the fire not being fo pure and aftive below, but 
miz'd and terreftial. Eu/tathius. 

J^. 7^7. Which "with a finite the white-/trm''d ^een recti v* J.] 
The epithflt x^Uu»mt^, or whire.arm^d, is ufcd by Homer fcvc- 
tal tunes before, in this book. This was the firft pitfT^ge 
■hcr^.ic coodd be introduc'd with any eafe or grace.; bccaul'c 
the a^ion (he is here dcfcrib'd in, of extending -her nrm t<y 
the cnp, gives it an occaQon of difplaying ics beauties, and 
in a maonez demands the epithet. 

H Vulca» 
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yjOVulcan with auk ward grace his oflSce plies. 
And unextingui(h*d laughter (hakes the (kies. 

Thus the bleft Gods the genial day prolong, 
In feails ambrofial, and celeftial fong, 
jipollo tun'd the lyre; the Mufes round 

775" With voice alternate aid the filvcr found. 
Meantime the radiant Sun, to mortal fight 
•Defcending fwift, roll'd down the rapid hght. 
Then to their ftarry domes the Gods depart. 
The (hining monuments of V/dcuHS art : 



y. 771. LdUjthttf fiakfs iht skfts.'] VulcdH defign*^ to fllOVC 
laughter by taking upon him the office of Hehe and Ganymeit^ 
with his aukward limping carriaee. Bat tho* he prevail'd, 
and Homer tells you the Gods did laugh, yet he takes care 
not to mention a woid of his lamenefs. It would have beea 
cruel in him, and wit out of (eafbn, to have enlarged withde- 
liflon upon an impeifeftion which is out of one's power to IC' 
:medy. According to this good-natut'd opinion oiEu/lMhiHh 
Mr. Dry den has treated Vulcnn a little badbarouHy. He makes bis 
^harafter pexteftly comical s be is the jeft of the board, and 
the Gods are very merry upon the imperfedions of hisfignic* 
thapmaa led him into this error in general, as well as into 
ibme indecencies of expreflion in particular, which will be 
ieen upon comparing them. 

' For what concerns the laughter attributed here to theGo<l^ 
ice the Notes on hb, 5. f, 517. 

#. 77 g. Then t9 their ftarry -Domes.'] The Aflrologett alfig^ 

twelve houfes to the Planets, wherein they are faid to have 

dominion. Now becaufe Homer tells us Vnlea» built a fltn' 

:iion for every God. the aacieau wxi(C that bc fixft gtLWOt^ 

4iaAio£ this ((o(lxiae« 



?«/< 
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on his couch reclin'd his awfnl head, 
fuBB (lumber'd on the golden bed, 

to. Tove n b!i anth rnlm^d hit avifut htt^.^ Eu^^hmt 
a diftin£lion between nijiujwi and lirrEi'; the wocd* 
at< ufcd »t ihe end of this book and the beginning of 
«, with tegaid [0 Jupitir'a flecping. He fays wSiiiJW 
leans lying down in a difpoGtioo lo Aeep s which HiItcs 
nttadiflioa ihil elfe would follow tn the next boob, 
it 1! faid JusluT did not flerp, I only mention thi) to, 
ite ihe cranilaiion which di^is fiom Mr. Drydn't. 
IS b«n remaik'd by the fchollafts, that thii is iheonlf 
if the tweniy foui without any y&»'e, a iigure in whiefi 
abounds every where elfe. The like temaik ii made 
idim DtcitT upon the fitft of the Odjffifi and beeaufe 
« has obfetv d the fame condud in both wotki, it is 
ded he thought a llmplicity of ftylc, without the {leat 
, was piopet during the fiiS infoimaliou of the lea- 
rhis obfetvAtion may be true, and admits of refin'd 
ngs i but foi my pan I cannot thiak the book had been 
iKi tho' he had throwa in as many A"''''-' " <''<>£'' his 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The tryal of the army and catalogue 

of the forces. 

JU P I T E R in pHrfuance of the requeft of Thetis, fendi 
a deceitful 'vijion to Agamemnon, perfuading him t$ 
dead the army to battel', ij$ order to make the Greeks 
fenfible of their u\ant of Achilles. The Generaly who is 
deluded with the hopes of taking Troy without his affift-- 
ancey bug fears the arm'j was difcouragd by his atfence 
and the late plague y as well as by length of timi^ con- 
trives to make trial of their difpofit'ton by a ftratagem^ 
He firft communicates his defign to the Princes in council^ 
that he would propofe a return to the foldiers , and that 
they Jljoidd put a flop to them if the propofal was em- 
brae d. Then he alembics the whole hoft, and upon mo- 
"^'^ng for a return to Greece, they unanimoujly agree to 
it, and run to prepare the JJjips. Ihey are detain d by 
the managemeyit of UlyfFcs , who chajtifes the infolenee 
of Therfitcs. The AjJ'emlly is recall d, feveral fpeeches 
made on the occajiony and at length the advice <?/'Neftor 
followed, which was to make a general mufter of th 
troops, and to divide them into their feveral nations^ be- 
fore they proceeded to battel. This gives QC€afi§n to th 
Poet to enujnerate all the forces of the Greeks and Tro- 
jans, in a large catalogue. 

The time employ d in this boo^^ confifts not entirely ef 
ene day. The fcene lies in the Grecian camp and uptn 
the fea-JJjore ; toward the end it removes to Troy. 
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row pleafmg flecp had feal'd each mor- 
tal eye, 
Stretch'd in the tents the Grtcida Leaders 
lie, 
|l*immortaIs flumber'd on their thrones above; 

, but the evet-wakeful eyes of ^ovt. 

To 

. . I. Ktw flufiif Jtup, Scc.1 ^rijtitli (tils ni in the tweo- 
If filth chaptei of hit act of poetry, that thii place had been 
MieOed to by fome ciiticks in ihofe limts. Tliey thought 
f-if ga»e a veiy ill idea of the railiiaiy dilcipliae ot ihe 0>«i^r, 
N lepiclent a whole ■troy nnguudol, and all the Leaders 
M-Mt^! Thef alto fMtendcd it wat tUUulom vo &«^u&« ^W 
H4 J| 
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y To honour Thetis fcHi he bends his care, 

And plunge the Greeks in all the woes of wart 

Then bids an empty Phantome rife to fight^ 

And thus commands rhe Vifion of the night. 

Fly hence, deluding Bream! and light as air,, 

le To Agamemnon s ample tent repair. 

Bid 



the Gods ffccping befides Jupitir. To Both theft sAriJ^^tU an- 
fwcrs, that nothing is more ufiiil oi allowable than that fi- 
gure which puts aU for tht greater part. One may add with rc- 
fpcUt to the latter Criticifm) that nothing could give a better 
image of the fuperiority of Jupiter to the other Gods (or of 
the fupreme Being to all fecond caufes) than the vigilancy 
here aJfcrib'd to him, over all things divine and human. 

jl^. p<. Fly hence f deluding dream.'} It appears from ^ri/tetltt 
feet, Mpi 26. that Hefitsr was acctts'd of impietyi for makiftg' 
Jupker the author of a Ive In this p«flage. It feems thete 
were anciently thefe words in his fpeech to the dream } AfJ^ 
.fiSfj 5, oi ttfX^ «*5«<2^> ^f *' g*vf him great glerj, (Inftead of 
which we have in the preftnt copies, T^'im-i ^ «M^f' \f^^) 
but Hippias found a way to bring off Horner^ only by placing 
the accent on the laft fyllable but one, iuJ'o/uSfjy for ^ojuSfft/, 
the infinitive for the imperative ; which amounts to no moxfi 
than he bade the dream to promife him great glory. But 
Macrehius de Somnie Sdp. t. i. c. 7. takes off this imputation 
entirely, and will not allow theie was any lye in the cafe. 
«* Kytgamwmen (fays he) was ordex'd by the dream to lead 
** out all the forces of the Greeks^ ( I [etycrt/cT/H is the word) and 
** promis'd them viftory on that condition: Hovt K^ehillesztid 
^ his forces not being fummon'd to the affembly with the 
** reft, thatnegle£l Ahfoh* d Jupiter f torn his promiie." This 
lemark Madam Z>«c/Vr has inferted without mentioning its au- 
thor. Mr. Dacier takes notice of a pa0age in the Icripture 
cxaAly parallel to this, where God is reprefented making ufe 
of the malignity of his creatures to accomplifli his judgmeotSi 
*Tisin 2 Chnn, ch, xviii. j^. 19, 2,0, 2.1. *Afd the L9rAfmid^ Whe 
%/silfirjM4de Ah«b^ ri&m bt may ge $*^ and feUl at J^amoth.Gir 

lead 
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Bid him in arms draw forth th' embattel'd train, 
LfCad all his Grecians to the du(t7 plain. 
Declare, cv'n now 'tis giv'n him to deflroy 
The lofty tow'rs of wide extended Troy, 
' For now no more the Gods with fate contend, 
At J^no*s fuit the heav'nly facf^ions end. 
Deftrudlion hangs o'er yon* dp voted wsdl. 
And nodding Ilion waits th' impending fall. 
Swift as the word the vain Ulufion fled, 
oDefccnds, and hovers o'er Atrldes" head ; 
Qoath'd in the figure of the Pylian Sage, 
Renown'd for wifdom, and rever'd for age ; 
Around his temples fpreads his golden wing,. 
And dins the flatt'ring dream deceives the King. 

lead } ^ni then cumt ftrtb < Cptrity and Jfaod hfon the Lord, and 
fMtdf I will perfuddi him. ^And the Lord faid ttnte him, Where- 
tmtbf %And he fnid I vjUL go forth, and I tvill be a lying fpirit in 
tha mouth of all hit Prophets, ^And he faidy TboH /halt perfuade 
bim, and prevail aifo : Go forth and do fo. Vide Dacier upon *A' 
rijtotk, cap. 26. 

f. 20. Defcends, and hovers o*tr Atrides' head.1 The whole a- 
ftion of the dream is beautifully natural and agreeable to 
philofbphy. It perches on his head, to intimate that part to 
DC the leac of the foul : It is circumfufcd about him> to ex- 
p/efs that total poflcflron of the fenfes which fiincy has du- 
ring ouc deep. It takes the Hgure of the perfbn who was 
deareft to KAj^.tmtmneri ; as whatever we think of moft, when 
awake, is the common obje£l of our dreams. And juft at 
the inftant of its vaniOiing, it leaves fuch an impreflion that 
the voice feems fiill to found in his ear. No defirription can 
Uc moze exaft 01 lively. £**Jlath'H4y Dauer, 

H 5 CanH 
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^fl Canft thou, with all a Monarch's cares opprcft, 
Oh Atnus fon ; canft thou indulge thy reft? 
Ill fits a Chief who mighty nations guides, 
Diredls in council, and in war prefides. 
To whom its fifety a whole people owes, 

30 To wafte long nights in indolent repofe. 
Monarch awake ! *x\%^ove's command I bear. 
Thou, and thy glory, daim his heav'nly care. 
In juft array draw forth th* embattel'd train, 
Lead all thy Grecians to the dufty plain; 

Ev*n 

i^. ti' Drdw firth th* embatteJ^d train, 8cc J The dream hcrC 
xepcats the tncffage of 'fapitir in the fame terms that he te- 
ceiv'd it. It is no lefs than the Father of Gods and Men 
who gives the order, and to alter a word were prefumption. 
Htmer conftantly makes his envoys obferve this pradice as a 
mark of decency and refpeft. Madam Dacin and others have 
applauded this in general, and ask*d- by what authority an 
cmbafTador could alter the terms of his commiflion, iince he 
is not greater or wifer than the perfoa who gave the charge i 
But this is not always the cafe in our author, who not only 
makes u(e of this conduft with refpeft ro the orders of a 
liigher power, but in regard to equals alfo 3 as when one God- 
deis defires another to reprefent fuch an affair, and flie im- 
mediately takes the words from her mouth and repeats them, 
•f which we have an inftance in this book. Some otjeftioi 
too may be raisM to this manner, when commillions are gi- 
ven in the ntmoft hafte (in a battel or the like) upon Hidden 
emergencies, wheie ir feems not very natural to fuppofe a 
man nas time to get fo many words by heart as he is made 
to repeat ezaftiy. la the prefent inilance, the repetition is 
ceitainly graceful, tho' Zentdotjts thought it not fo the third 
time, when ^^amtmncn tells his dream to the council. I do 
&0C pxeccnd to decide upoa the poiat: Fox tho* tke screience 

of 
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SfEv n now, O King ! 'tis giv'n thee to deftroy 
The lofty tow'rs of wide-extended Tray, 
For now no more the Gods with fate contend, 
hxjuno^ fuit the heav'nly fadlions end. 
Deftrudion hangs o'er yon' devoted wall, 
4QAnd nodding llton waits th' impending fall. 
Awake, but waking this advice approve. 
And truft the vifion that defcends from Jove, 

The Phantome faid; then vanifh'd from his fight, 
Refolves to air, and mixes with the night. 
4JA thoufand fchemes the Monarch's mind employ; 
Elate, in thought, he facks untaken Tro^ : 
Vain as he was, and to the future blind; 
Nor faw what Jove and fecret fate defign'd. 
What mighty toils to either hoft remain, 
JO What fcenes of grief, and numbers of the flain ! 
Eager he rifes, and in fancy hears 
The voice celeftial murm'ring in his ears. 
Firft on his Hmbs a (lender veft he drew. 
Around him^next the regal mantle threw, 

of the repetition feemM lefs needful «n that place, than when 
it was delivcrM immediately from f»piter 5 yet (as Euftathins 
obferves) it was neceiiaiy foi the alTembly to know the cii- 
cnmftances of this dieam , that the tiuth of the KUtion 
might be unfufpe^Cfi, 

H 6 Th* em- 
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rj" Th* cmbroidcr'd fandals on his feet were ty*d: 
The ftarry faulchion glitter'd at his fide ^: 
And lad his arm the mafly fceptre loads,. 
Unftaih'dy immortal, and the gift of Gods. 
Now rofie morn afcendi the court ofjove^ 

(o Lifts up her light*, and op.ens^ day above. 
Tlie King difpatcL'd bis heralds with commands 
To range the camp, and fummon all the bands ^ 
The.gaxhering hofts the monarch's word obey! 
While to the fleet Atrides bends his way. 

^/. In his black (hip the PyliMn Prince he found;. 
There calls a Senate of the Peers around : 
Th* aflembly plac'd, the King, of men expreft. 
The counfels laboring in his artful breaft. 
Friends and Confederates \ with attentive ear. 

•o Receive my words, and credit what you hear.. 
Late as I flumber'd in the ihades of night, 
A dream divine appeafd before, my fight; 
Whofe vifionary form lik^Neftor came. 
The fame in habit, and in mcin the fame. . 

Tj- The heavenly Phantome hover'd o'er my bead. 

And, doft thou fleep* Oh Atreus fon.^ (he faid)* 

III fits a Chief who mighty nations guides, 

Direcfb in council, aijd in war prefidea,. 

4 Td, 
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To whom iu fafcty a whole people owes j 
oTo wafte long nights in indolent repofti 
Monarch awake! 'tis ^]Fkw's command I bear, 
Thon and thy glory claim his heav'niy care ; 
In juft array draw forth th! embattled train. 
And lead the Grteuwito the dulty plain; 
'^ET'nnow, O-King! 'tis gWn. thee to dcflroy 
The lofty tow'n of wide-extended Trvy. 
For now no more the Gods with fate contend, 
At^iiufa's fuit the hcav'nly faAions end. 
DeSni^on.hangt o'er yon' devoted wall,. 
^Aud nodding Sim waits th' impending M:. 
This bear obfctvant, and the Gods obey! 
The Vifion I^okCi andpaft in air away. 
Now, valiant chiefs ! fincc heav'n itfelf alarms. 
Unite, and rouze the fons of Gran to arms. 



1^. f}. Nivi, vtiint ih'itfi. See] The beft commentiry c>> 
tint DpOd rhe fiilt pan of ihti book is is Uinjfmi of Haictr- 
*4l!'m, aba has given as an admiiable eiplic^iicioa of tliii 
■hole conduct of ^itoatmnsit in his fecond tieiiire CIibi' tj^i- 
MalirfJpiT. He fijs, " This Fiiocc had nothing jb much ;lt 
" heaiE u 10 drxw the Gmlii to i^ battel, yet kucw not how 
" to proceed «ithaai ~4cbjiliit who bad iuft iciii'd fcom the 
" Utaj 1 and. was appcehcufiye ihii the Gticki who weie dif- - 
" plcM'd It the depaiiutc of ^MUei, inigbi lefufe obedieace 
" to fail oideni Ifaotild, he abfolutelf cotcmaad it. lo chit 
^ diciuuffiuGt he pippo{ct to the Fiiocu is.conticUTo make 
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9jBut firft, with caution, try what yet they dare, 
Worn with nine years of onfucce&ful war? 
To move the troops to meafure back the main, 
Be mine; and yours the province to detain. 
He fpoke, and fate; when ^Vf/^i^r rifing faid, 
lOO (Nefior, whom Pylos' fandy realms obcy'd) 
Princes of Greece, your faithful ears incline. 
Nor doubt the vifion of the pow'rs divine. 



** atiyal of arming the Cr«ci«w, and offers an expedient hiiO" 
*' felf } which was that he fhould found their difpofitions by 
" exhorting them to fct fail foiGretce, but that then the othei 
*' Princes £ould be ready to diifuade and detain them. If 
** any ob jeft to this ftratagem, that KAganumnoH*^ whole fchemc 
<( would be ruinM if the army (bould take him at his woid 
** (which was very probable} it is to be anfwct*d, that hb 
" delign lay deeper than they imagine, nor did he depesd 
*' upon his fpeech only for detainmg them. He had tome 
*< caufe to^ar the Greeks had a pique againft him which they 
<< had conceaPd, and whatever it was, he judged it abfolutely 
*< neceffary to know it before be proceeded to a battel. He 
'* therefore furnifhes them with an occafion to manifeft it* 
and at the fame time provides againft any ill effefts it 
might have, by his fecret orders to the Princes. It fucceeds 
accordingly, and when the troops are running to embarkt 
they arc ftoppM by Vlyffes and W<ry?»r."— One may farthet 
obferve that this whole firatagem is concerted in Nifitn^^ ihipt 
as one whofe wifdom and fecrecy was moft confided in. The 
ftory of the vifion's appearing in his fliape, could not but en* 
gaee him in fome degree : It look'd^ as if Jufittr himielf ad- 
ded weight to his counfels by making ufe of that venerable 
appearance, and knew this to be the moft powediil method 
«f recommending them to sAgdmemMn, It was chcxefoie but 
natural for Ntfitr to fccond the motion of the King, and by 
the help of his authority it pxcYail'd OA the «(hci Ytioces. 
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nt by great Jove to him who rules the hoft ; 
irbid it hcav'n ! this warning fliould be loft ! 
len let us haftc, obey the God's alarms^ 
id join to rouzc the fons of Greece to arms. 
Thus fpokc the fage : The Kings without delay 
ffolve the council, and their chief obey: 
ic fceptred rulers lead; the following hoft 
ur'd forth by theufands, darkens all the coaft. 
from fome rocky cleft the flicpherd fees 
ift*ring in heaps on heaps tlie driving bees. 

Rollings 

'.111. xAsfttm fimf fcky ehfi.} This is the firft fimile in 
9/r, and we may obferve in general that he excels all man- 
i in the number, variety, and beauty of his compariibns. 
;re are fcarce any in Virpl which are not ttanilated ftom 
I, and therefore when he ihcceeds beft in them, he is to be 
imended but as an improver. ScaUgtr feetbs not to have 
aght of this, when he compares the fimiles of thefe two 
hors (as indeed they are the places moft obvious to com- 
iibn) The prefent paifagc is an inlkance of it, to which 
oppofes the following vetfcs in the fiift t/£m»itd, f, 414. 

Siualis 4fes sfidti ntvi fit jlvreA runt 
Exircit fiib ftU Iah)r, cum gent is ddmitos 
Eductmt fmtusy dm cum IttptentU melU 
Stipdnt, isr dulci difttnibmt ntSar* alUu ; 
*AMt ontrd sceipiunt vtnientum, nm mgnint fd99 
Igndvum fucos peem k prmftpibui drcent* 
Firvet »fiu, ridoimt^ui tbjm* frugamid miUs, 

This he very much prefers to Htmtt^s^ and in picticularex^ 
; the harmony and fweetnefs of the verification above that 
our Authors againft which ceoiiuf wc Accd only appeal to 
eais of the xeadei, 

-Uv«f 
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Rollingy and blackning, fwarms fucceedingfwarmSi 
With deeper murmurs and more hoarfe alarms; 

liyDulky they fpread, a clofe-embody'd crowd, , 

And o*er the vale defcends the' living doudi 
So, from the tents and (hips, a lengthening train- 
Spreads all the beachy and wide o*er(hades the plains 
Along the region runs a deaf *ning found ; 

X.20 Beneath their footilepsgroans the trembling ground*- 
Tame flies before, the meffenger of J<w#, 
And Alining foars, and claps her wings above;- 

At /tJfj r hQeL ihit Trtirorict^ td ^% n Mjif &c. 

Bat Stuligtr was unlucky in Iiis choice of this paftimiarcoiff- 
parifon : There is a veiy fine -9ne in the. fixth •/£miJ, f, 707. 
that better agrees with Homer*s: And nothing is more evident 
than that the deflgn of thefe two is vory dif&reot «■ H»mtr in- 
tended to dcfcribe the multiiudes of Greeks potuin^out of the 
ihips, Virgil the diligence and Idkour of the builders at Oirth^t, 
And. Macfbiuiy who obferves this difference Sat, I. 5. r, it, 
fhould flifo have found, that therefore the iimiles ought not 
to be comparM together. The beauty of Hw»rr»s is not infc- 
lior to Vtrgil^Sy if we condder with what exa^nefs it anfwers 
to its end. It con£fts of three particulars s the vaft number 
of the troops is expreft in the fwarnis \ their tumultuous man- 
ner of riTuing out of the (hips, and the. perpetual cgreflioa 
which feem'd without end, are imaged in the bees pouring 
out of the rock: and laftly iheir difpcrfion overall thcfhorc, 
in their defcending on the flowers in the vaks. ^pondanns was 
therefore miftaken when he thought the whole application of 
ihiscomparifon Jay in the fingle word iac/cTov, catervatir»^ ct 
ChApman has juftly obfervM. 
;^. 121. fimc fiics tefire.} This aifcmbJy of the aimy.^ 

full 
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Vine facred heralds now proclaiming loud 
Plie monarch's will, fofpend theliil'ning crowd. 
ftoon as the throngs in order rang'd appear, 
ISmA fainter murmurs dy'd upon the ear, 
llie King of Kings his awful figure rais'd;. 
Krligh in his hand the gpldea fceptre blaz'd : 
*The goldea fceptre , of celeftial frame, 
B7 Ynlcan formed, from jF^^ to Hermes came : 
ToPeleps he th' immortal gift refign'd; 
Th' immortal gift great Pelops left behind. 
In Atreus hand, which not with Atreus ends,. 
To rich Thjefies next the prize defcends : 
5 And now the mark of Agamemnens reign, 
Subjeds all Argosj^ and controuls the main*. 



Ml of beamies : The lively defciiption of their OTexfpieKlinif 
the field, the nohle boldnefs of the figure when ttumt is re- 
frreicBted in perfon fhining at their head, the univerfai tumult 
mcceeded by a foiemn filence s and laftly the graceful rifing 
of ^4ffi«fwiM, all contribute to caft a majefty on this part* 
In the palTage of the fitftn, H^mer has found an artful and 
poetical manner of acquainting us with the high defcent of 
^gsmtmn^ny and celebrating the hereditary right of his fami- 
ly % as well as finely hinted the original of his power to be 
deiiv'd from heaven, in faying the (ceptre was firft the gift 
of J^htr, It is with rcfeience to this^ that in the line where 
be firft mentions it, hecallsifA^d-iTpr cMff, and aocoxdingly 
i& II uaniUtcd ia that place. 
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On this bright fccptre now the King rcdin'd, 
And artful thus pronounced the fpccch dcfign'd, 

Yt 



j^ 1 3 f . KAnA Artful thus prou»mu*d th* ffetck iefign^i,'] The 
remarks of Dhny/im u^n this fpccch 1 ffiall give the reader j 
altogether, the' tbev lie fcattei'd in his two dilcourfes 4fet j 
*%nfAa.ri9tjStJ»^i the (econd of which is in a great degree bdt a 
repetition of the precepts and examples of the firft. This 
happen'd> I believe, from his havinz compos'd.them at di- 
ftind times and upon different occanons. 

**" It \i an exquilite piece of art, when yoa feem to aim at- 
" perfuading one thiogy and at the 6tme time ioforee the 
'* contrary. This kind of Rhctorick is of great ufe in all 
*' occaflons of danger, and of this H»mef has afforded a moft 
** powerful example in the oration of w^^/m»««»#». 'Tisa 
method perfefthr wonderful, and even carries in it an ap- 
pearance of abmrdity ; for all that we generally efteemtte 
faults of oratory, by this means become the Tirtues of it. 
** Nothing is look*d upon as a greater enoc in a Rhetorictia 
'* than to alledge fuch arguments as either are cafily anrwet*!!! 
" or may be retorted npon himfelf j the formet is a weak 
party the latter a dangerous one ; and ^^i(«i»rmn*» here de- 
fignedly deals in both. For it is plain that if a man tonft 
not ufe weak arguments, or fuch as may make againflrhimy 
when he intends to perfuade the thing he fays 3 then on 
** the other fide, when he does not intend it, he muft obferre 
'* the contrary proceeding, and make what ace the faults of 
*< oratory in general, the excellencies of that oration in par- 
<< ticular, oc otherwife he will contradift his own intentioa» 
«* and perfuade the contrary to what he meansi ^gMmmma 
*' begins with an argument eafily anfwet'd, by telling them 
«• that fMpiur hadpremh'd f cr§vfmtfjt$r mrms with'vifftyy, Foi 
*• if ympiier hBd promis'd this, it was a reafon for the ftay in 
** the camp : But ntw (fays he) frv* h^s dmiv^d »/, smd wi 
« mmjl retmru with ign9miny. This is another of the famekindy 
<* for it (hews what a difgrace it is to return. What follows 
«< is of thefecondfott, and maybe turn'd againft him. Jt9t 
«« iviii have it fo T For which they have only ^iMunmmH 
«( word, but Jovt*s own ptomife for the contrary. ThM CU 
** 4i/ •vtrthrrwn msnydtits^ mid wilt /«* •vmnrn msny •tbers. 
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fons of Mars! partake your leader's care, 
roes of Greece, and brothers of the war J 
partial Jove with juftice I complain, 
1 heav'nly oracles believ*d in vain. 



lis was a ftiong rea/bn to ftaj, and put theii eonfidene« 
him. It IS fbamefsii to have it told t§ alt pojimty, that f§ many 
ufand Greeks, after a vtar •/ /• l^n^ fntintUnety at UJt r#- 
n^dhome bajJUd and unrHccefsful. < AH this might have been 
d by a profeft adverfary to the caufe he pleads, and in- 
:d is the fame thing Viyjfes {;iys eifewhece in reproach of 
ir flight. The conclufio'n evidently (hews the intent of 
fpeakcr. Hi^ie then, Ut us fly -y ztuym/uSih the word which 
all others was moft likely to prevail upon them to fiay ; 
moft open tervi of di(grace he could poffibly have us'd :. 
5 the fame which Juno makes u(c of to Mmerva, Minerva 
Viyjfes, And vijfes ig^in to the t[Oop&, to diCTuade thetx 
i|i) } the fame which ^gamemmen himfelf had n(ed to in- 
Achilles, and which Homer nefct employs but wiih the 
k of cowardice and infamy. 

fame author farther obferves, << That this whole ort* 

has the air of being fpoken in a paffion. It begins 

m2. flroke of the grentefl rafhncfs and impatience. Ja- 

r ha* f-een unjuiL Heaven has deceived us. This renders all 

hall fay of the lefs authoxitv, at the fame time that it 
:eals his own artifice -, £ot his anger feems to account 
the incongruities he utters." I could not fnpprefs fb 
cemaik, tbo' it falls out of the Order of thole which 
: it. 

ce I leave this article, I mull take notice that this 
of ^iomemnon is aga:n put into his mouth in the ninth 
nd ^according to Dionyfius) for the fame purpofe, to 
the army at the fiege after a defeat } tho* it feems ua- 
o put the fame trick twice upon the Gr^rl^i by the fame 
and in the fame words too. ■ We may indeed fuppofe 
: feint to have remain'd undifcover'd, but st befl it 
aaagement ia the Poet not very eateitaioing to the 
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A fafe return was promis'd to our toils, 
Rcnown'd, triamphant, and enrich'd with fpoils* 

J4f Now fliameful flight alone can fave the hoft. 
Our blood, our treafhre, and our glory lofh 
So Jove decrees, refiftleis Lord of all ! 
At wbofe command whole empires rife or fall: 
He (hakes the feeble props of human tnift». 

f j'O^d towns and armies humbles to the duft*. 
What (hame to Grme a fruitlefs war to wage. 
Oh lading ftame in ey*ry future age ! 
Once great in arms, the common icorn we grow^ 
Repuls'd and baf&ed by a feeble foe. 

15'5'So fmall their number^ that if wars were ceas'dp 
And Greece triumphant held.a gen'ral feai)v. 



^. T^;. S$ fmdtl their nrnnhr, 8cc.] Tfiis patt bit t'Rw 
air. in compaiifbn with the reft of the fpecch. ScMHter ctUi 
it taherndriam »rMtionem : But it is well obIeiv*d by Madam Dsf 
ciVr, that the image ^AgMmtmnon here gives of thcTrf/^iw, doci 
not oaly render their numbers contemptible in compaiifonol 
the Greekf, but their perfons too : For it makes them appeal 
but as a few rile flaves fit only to ferve them with wine. To 
which we may add, that it affords a profpeft to his foldien 
of their future ftate and triumph after the conqueft of chdt 
enemies. 

This paflage gives me occafion to animadvert npOB a ton* 
putation of the number of thtTr»jdns, which the learned t^i* 
letui P§litUn has offei'd at in his Prejaa to Homer. He thtakl 
they were fifty thoufand without the auxiliaries, from the cot* 
cluuon of the eighth i//W, whexe it is faid thcic wcr atboo- 
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AQ rank'd by tens; whole decads when Aey due 
Maft want a Trojan ilave to pour the wine. 
But other forces have our hqpes o'^rthrown. 
And Ttay prevails by armies not her own. 
Now nine long years of mighty J(?v« are run. 
Since firft the labours of this war begun : 
Our cordage torn, decay'd our veflfels lie. 
And fcarce enfure the wretched pow*r to fly. 

rHaftc then, for ever leave the Tn^ian wall! 
Our weeping wives, our tender children call^ 
Love, duty, fafety, fummon us away, 
Tis nature's voice, and nature we obey. 
Our fcatter'd barks may yet tranfport us o^er, 
>Safe and inglorious, to our native fhore. 
Ply, Grecians^ fly, your fails and oars employ. 
And dream ik> more of heav'n-defsnded Tro'j. 

fand fimeial piles of Tr9jans^ and fifty men attending each of 
tkem. But that the auxiliaiies ace to be ailmitted into that 
anmber, appears plainly fiom this place : Agamemnon expref- 
ly diftingniihes the native Trojans fiom the aids, and reckons 
bnt one to ten CrectMUy at which eftimate there could not be 
above ten thoufand Tujam, £e* tht Notes #» the cMMegue, 
f, 163. DecAy^d our vejfels lity 

^nd fidrce enfiere the wretched pow*r f« fij,"] 
This, and fome other paffages* are here tianflated correfpon- 
deot to the general air and (cnfe of this f^eech, rather than 
jttft to the letter. The telling them in this place how much 
their (hipping was decayM, was a hint of chcix danger in re- 
ining, as ;^iadam D4fier has lemaxk'd* 

His 
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His deep defign unknown, the hofts approve 
Atrldes fpeech. The mighty- numbers move. 

471" So roll the billows to th' Icarian (hore. 

From Eaft an4 South when winds begin to roar, 
Burft their dark maniions in the cioudi, and fwecp 
The whitening furface of the ruffled deep. 
And as on corn when weftern gufts defcend, 

iSoBefore the bhft the lofty harvefts bend; 
Thus o*er the field the moving hoft appears, 
With nodding plumes and groves of waving fpcaB. 
The gathering muritiur fpreads, their trampling fcft 
Beat the loofe fands, and thicken to the fleet. 

igyWith long-refounding cries they urge the train 
To fit the (hips, and launch into the main. 
They toil, they fweat, thick clouds of duft arife, 
The doubling clamours echo to the fkies. 
Ev*n then the Greeks had left the hoftilc phin^ 

jpoAnd fate decreed the fall of Troy in vain; 



•#. I7J. Sa roU the hill^ws, tee. One m«y take ndticc rli* 
Htmer in thefe two fimilitudes has fndiciou&y made choice of 
the two moft wavering and inconftant things in natuie,. to 
eompaie with the multitude; the wdves and t»myfe§m. t^ 
lirft alludes to the noife and tumult of the people, in cfce 
breaking and rolling of the billows 3 the Second to thtSr talciiV 
the fame couife, like com bending one way $ and both to ^ 
eafineil with which they aw m«v'd by ertiy ^rtttrk. 

Bat 
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t Jove% imperial Qaeen their flight furvcy'd, 
id fighing thus befpoke the blue-cy'd maid. 
Shall then the Grecuim fly ? O dire difgracc ! 

Qd leave unpunifli'd this perfidious race ? 

lall Tr&jy (hall Priam, and th' adult'rous fpoufe, 

peace enjoy the fruits of broken vows? 

nd braved chiefs, in Helen's quarrel flain, 

ie unreveng'd on yon* dctefted plain ? 

io: let mjGreehy unmov'd by vain alarms, 

^nce more refulgent (hine in brazen arms. 

hfte, Goddefs, hafle ! the flying hoft detain, 

'or let one fail be hoilled on the main. * 

Pallas obeys, and from Olympus" height 

ivift to the ftiips precipitates her flight; 

hjfesf firft in publick cares, (he found, 

ar prudent counfel like the Gods renowned: 

pprefs'd with gen'rous grief the Heroe ftood, 

or drew his fable veflels to the flood. 

nd is it thus, divine Laertes' fon ! 

hus fly the Greeks (the martial maid begun) 

hus to their country bear their t)wn difgrace, 

nd fame eternal leave to Priam's race ? 

uU beauteous Helen Mil remain un freed, 

ill unreveng'd a thoufand heroes bleed ! 

7 Hafle, 
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ii fHaftc gcn'rous IthAcus! prevent the (hame, 
Recall your armies, and your chiefs reclaim. 
Your -own refiftlefs eloquence employ. 
And to th' Immortals truft the fall of Tr$^ 
The voice divine confels'd the warlike maid* 

2loXJlyfes heard, ner uninfpifd obey'd: 

Then meeting firft Atrldes^ from his hand 
Receiv'd th* imperial fceptre of command. 
Thus grac'd, attention and refped.to gain, 
He runs, he £ies thro* all the Grecian train, 

025' Each Prince of name, or chief in arms approvd» 
He fir*d with praifc, or with perfuafion movU 

Warriors like you, with ftrcngth and wifdomblcfc 
By brave Examples fcould confirm the reft. 

The monarches wiil not y-et reveal'd appears: 
230 He tries our courage, but refents our fears. 

Th* unwary Greeks his fury may provoke; 

Not thus the King in fecret counfel fpoke. 

Jove loves our chief, from jf^i;^ his honour fprii^» 

Beware i for dreadful is the wrath of Kings. 
23*' But if a clamorous vile Pkbeian rofe, 

Him with reproof he checked, or tam'd with Mows. 

Be ftill, thou Have, and to thy betters yield; 

Unknown alike in council and in field! 






Ye 
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Is, what diRards would our hott comnund ? 
:o the wu, the lumber of a land. 
it, wretch, and think not here allow'd 
orftof tyranti, an ufurping crowd,. 
: fole Monarch Jivt commits the fwaf ; 
the liws, and him let aH obey. 
1 Words like thefc the iroops dj^ rul'd, 
udeft lilenc'd, and the ficrccll cool'di- 
J th' alTembly rtdl the dironging train, 
the {hips, and pour upon the plain, 
ring they move, as when old Ocean roars, 
caves huge furges to the trembling Ihores : 

t. r> tia fill tiHturcb,l Thole ptifbos tK nodeia mi- 
lO would make ihii fentencei praife of ibfalute me- 
Hrmir fpeakt it On); with Kf^rd to a leneial of an 
iiiog the tlin« of hia commi^on. Noi is u^uMm- 
d KifS */K"«' in ■Kjr other renfe, thaa at the teft of 
icci hiid given him the fnpieme aothoritf over ihem 
lege, ^nfitllt define) ■ King, S-reftnyit )£ > Ai A- 
,aa^i*4it, 5 # irg/s e«ic Kug»»-, Utdtr ./ iht iu4r, 
c«<f nv'/'d, lad P-fid"' of I*" cftmmm ,f ib, G,Jt. 
:had the ptinci)jat cue of letigious ritei,appcar( fiom 
lacei in htmir j and thai his power wii do wh^ie ib- 
lit in war: for we find ^j'ti>«Hi-i inrulicd in the coua- 
ia the atmjr rhceatniag deleiieii wliIi dearh. He whi 
u obligation to pieleive the prvile ^o of tail couiuij', 
1 to which King! are called bjr out Authoi /untart'.iii, 
uffa'Tc '■'<, the dif^iilen oi manageii of juIlKe. Aad 
I of Mi/'ci'Mj/iti acquaiBti ui, Ihai the old Ortitii 
vheihcr heiediiaiT or eleaive, had t council of ihcic 
en, as fJi'n''' and theinoA ancient FoetiicQifyi ooi 
he addsj iu thofe timet m in omi, wta«u King* hwe 
Jieiirto do wbatevei ibeyplnlc. Dim.HiU.U, i.thjl. 
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The groaning banks are burft with bellowing found, 
The rocks remurmur, and the deeps reboundt 
At length the tumult finks, the noifes ceafe, 
And a ftill filence lulls the camp to peace. 
^5* J* Therfites only clamoured in the throng, 
Loquacious, loud, and turbulent of tongue : 
Aw*d by no (liame, by no refpecft controuFd, 
In fcandal bufy, in reproaches bold : 

i^. 255. Therfites o»/r.] The ancients have afctibM to »•- 
mir the fiift sketch of Satyn'c or Ccmic poetry, of which foit 
was his poem callM Martnts, as xAriftotle reports. The* that 
piece be lof^) his ch.ird£^er o( Therfites may give us a tafie 
of his vein in that kind. But whether ludicrous defcriptions 
ought to have place in the £f *< poem, has been jufily ^' 
ftlojiM : Neither Vh^ilnot any of the moft approvM Ancicots 
have rhrughr fit to i^dmit them into their compoiit ions of that 
nature ; nor any of the beft moderns except Milton^ whofe 
fondnefs for Htmer might be the reaibn of it. However this 
is in its kiiid a very maileily part, and our Author has fliewn 
great judg^nent in the particulars he has chofen to compofe 
the pidhire of a pernicious creature of wit ; the chief of which 
are a dciire of promoting laughter at any rate, and a con* 
tempt of his fupcriors. And he iums up the whole very ftrong- 
ly, by faying ih:u Tlrrfites hated ^chrllts and Vljrjfes j in which, 
'jfiPlurarth has rcmaik'd in histreacife of envy and hatred, he 
n^akes it the utmcil completion of an ill charafter to bear a 
malevolence to the beft nen. What is farther obfervable iSf 
thitThfr/itcs is never heard of after this his firft appearance: 
Such a icanduioiif* cha:a^er is to be taken no more notice of, 
than fuft to (hew that *cis defpifed. Homer has obfeiv'd the 
fame conduA uith regard to the moft dtftrm^d and moft^nw- 
ri/w/ pcrfon of his poem : For titteta is thus mcntion*d ooce 
aftd no more rhroughout the W*d, He places % woithleis 
btemiy and an ill-n»tui;'d vjit upoo the fame foot, and flievs 
that the gifts of the body without thofe of the mind are not 
more dcfpicabicy than thofe of the mind it feif withom viituC' 

With 
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With witty malice ftudious to defame; 
So Scorn all his joy, and laughter all his aim« 

But chief he glory 'd with hcentious flylc 

To lafli the great, and monarchs to revile. 

His figure fuch as might liis foul proclaim ; 

One eye was blinking, and one leg was lame: 
<$; His mountain-ihoulders half liis bread o'erfpread. 

Thin hairs beftrew'd his long mif-ihapen head. 

Spleen to mankind his envious heart pofTcft, 

And much he hated all, but moll the belt 

Til^f[ts or Achilles Hill his theme ; 
^T^But Royal fcandal his delight fupreme. 

Long had he Hv*d the fcorn of cv'ry Greek, 

Vcxt when hefpoke,yetftill they heard him fpeak. 

Sharp was his voice; which in the (hrilleft tone. 

Thus with injurious taunts attacked the throne. 
1^^ Amidft the glories of fo bright a reign. 

What moves the great -4miw to complain ? 

Tis 

1^. 275. ^midH tie i'»»"Vi.] 'Tis rema k'dby Dhnyfrnt Hah'- 
€Mr. im his trcatifcof »hc E.\a'»n,af9iofWriTtrSy tirAt tncc could 
DOt be a better artifice thought on to recal the army to in^ir 
obedience, than thia of our Author. When they wore of- 
fended ate their genetal in favour of ^.A<h lUs, nothin^^-, covild 
more weaken >^ihil'es*s intercO tti-m to make fici a felloe/ as 
Tbtrfitgt appear of his paity, whole imp''iiinc.icc would give 
them a dilguft of chinking ox ading hkc him. TiKcc is no 

1 i - 
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Tis thine whatc'cr the warrior's breaft inflames, 
The golden fpoil, and thine the lovely dames. 
With all the wealth our wars and blood beftow, 

^80 Thy tents are crowded, and thy cheils o'erflow. 
Thus at full eafe in heaps of riches roll*d» 
What grieves the monarch? Is it thirft of gold? 
Say* (hall we march with our unconquer'd pow'xs, 
(The Cruks and I) to llMt hoftile tow'rs, 

28/ And bring the race of royal baflards here. 
For Tr(fj to ranfom at a price too dear? 

But fafer plunder thy own hoft fnpplies : 

Say, would'ft thou feiie fome valiant leader's prize? 

iurer method to leduce ^nerous fpiiks, than to midce them 
lee they tie puifuing the fame views with people of no merit* 
and fuch whom they cannot foxbeai defpiung themfcJvei. 
Otherwife there is nothing in this fpeech but what might be- 
come the mouth of Ntfttr himielf, if you except a word or 
two. And had Neji«r fpoken it, the army had certainly fet 
fail for Grtecti but becauie it was utter*d by a ridiculous fel* 
low whom they were 4i(ham*d to follow>they are rcduc'd, and 
facisfyM to continue the ftege. 

f. 2(4. The Greeks ^ind /.] Thefe boafts of himielf are the 
few words which Dionyfint objefts to in the foregoing pafTaige. 
I cannot but think the grave Commentators here vciy much 
mifiakcM, who imagine Tberfites im earneft in thefe vamita, and 
^rioufly reprove his infolence. They (eem to me manifeft 
ftrokes of Irony, which had rendeiM themfb much the more 
improper in the mouth of ^«^«r, who was otheiwifa noae of 
the leaft boiUters himfelf. And confider'd as fuch* tbcy ate 
equal to the reft of the fpecchi which kai aa infiaicc deal «f 
fpiiit, humoaii tad fatyt^ 

Or, 
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Or, if thy heart to gen'rous love be led,. 
)Some c^tive fair, to blefs thy Kingly bed ! 
Whatever our matter cravcsr fubmit we nwftr 
Ptagu'd with his pride, or punifli'd for his \x&^ 
Oh women oiAchma! men no more! 
Hence let us fly, and let him waftc his ftore 
In loves and pleafures on the Phry^an ftore. 
We may be wanted on fomc bufie day. 
When Meffor comes : So great MhitUs may : 
From him he fbrcM the prize we jointly gave. 
From him,, the fierce, the fearlefs, and the brave t 
^And d!fxr& he,, as he ought, refcnt that wrongs 
This mighty tyrant were no tyrant long. 

Fierce from his feat, at this X^fis fprings, 
Ih gen'rous- vengeance of the King of Kings. 
With indignation fparkling in his eyes, 
iHe views the wretch, and ftcrnly thus replies 

Peace, faftious monfter, born to vex the ftatcv 
With wranghng talents form'd for foul debate ; 
Curb that impetuous tcMigue, nor ra(My tain 
And fingly mad, afperfe the fov'rcign reign. 
> Have we not known thee, flavc ! of all our hoft. 
The man who adts the leafi, upbraids the moft ? 

I.S, Think 
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Think not the Greeks to (hamefiil flight to bring, 
Nor let thofe lips profianc the name of King. 
For our return- we truft the heavenly pow'rs; 

3 * J Be that their care ; to fight like men be ours. 
But grant the hoft with wealth the gcn'ral load. 
Except detradlion, what haft thou beftow'd? 
Suppofe fome Heroe (hpuld his fpoils refign, 
Art thou that Hero, could thofe fpoils be thine? 

320 Gods ! let me perifli on this hateful (bore* 
And let thefe eyes behold my fon no more; 
If, on thy next offence, this hand forbear 
To ftrip thofe arms thou ill deferv*ft to wear,. 
Expel the council where our Princes meet, 

S^J* And fend thee fcourg*d, and howling thro' the fleet, 
He faid, andcow'ring as the daftard bends. 
The weighty fceptre on his back defcends : 
On the round bunch the bloody tumours xife; 
'jiTie tears fpring llarting from his haggard eyes : 



f. 52«. HefMtd,andc§w*fing.'} The file figureTW^fiffltkef 
here is a good piece oi grottCfue -, the pleafureezprefs'dby rhe 
fuldiers at this aaion ofVl)ff*t (notwithfianding they arc dW- 
appointed by h m of their hopes of returning) is agreeable to 
thnr generous temper, at once honeft and thoughtiefs, which 
is commonly found in militaiy men ; to whom nothing is fo 
odious 13S a daftard,- and who have not nitttrally the gxetteft 
kiiidneis for a wit. 

k TremUiof 
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io Trembling he fate, and flirunk in abjedl fears. 
From his yilc vifage wip*d the fcalding tears. 
While to his neighbour each exprcfs'd his thought; 
Ye Gods ! what wonders has Ulyjfes wrought ? 
What fruits his condud and his courage yield? 

3f Great in the council, glorious in the field. 
Gen'rous he rifes in the crown's defence, 
To curb the fiaiftious tongue of infolence. 
Such juft examples on offenders (hown. 
Sedition filence, and a&rt the throne. 

40 'Twas thus the general voice the Heroe prais'd. 
Who rifing, high th' imperial fceptre rais'd : 
The blue-ey*d Pallas^ his celeftial friend> 
(In form- a herald) bade the crowds attend. 
Th* dxpcding crowds in flill attention hung, 

^^To hear the wifdom of his heav'nly tongue. 
Then deeply thoughtful, paufing e're he fpoke. 
His filcnce thus the prudent Heroe broke. 

Unhappy monarch ! whom the Grecian race 
With fliamc dcferting, heap with vile difgrace. 

Not 

f. J4«. Vnhuppy mondreh! Ikc.2 «^»V/7mw fpeaking of the 
Virious kinds of oratory which may be learn'd fiom Homer^ 
mentions among the greateft iaftances the fpeecKcf in this 
book. NnuM **l Hnm libtr ,^hc mijf* ad ^mlltm l€g*ti» ctntiitf- 

1 4 ^•''f 
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jfoNot fuch at Argos was their gen'rous vow. 
Once all their voice, but ah ! forgotten now : 

iur^ ittl in frir/f inttr duees ilia e»nttnti§y vel diSls m fitfU&U fmt 
tinridf 9mnts litimn m conJiti9rum expl'CMt dries f ^ftSns tjmiiem 
'vH tlhs rtftts^ vtl h§t ctncttatoj^ netno erit tarn ind»3usn, ^m* »M 
/mm m potejtate hunc sutorem hrhijpe f Attar nr. It i& indeed hatdly 
pqCGble lo 6nd any where more rcfinM turns of policy, oi 
more artful touches of oratory. We have no fooner ieen «^ 
lamemnQft excel in one fort, but Vlyffes is to ffiine no lefs ift^ 
another dt redly oppcfite to it. WhcD the ftiatagem of pre* 
tending to let fail, had met with too ready a content from 
the people , his eloquence appear^ in all the forma of art. 
In his nxfi fpcech he had perfsaded the captaxos with mild* 
9icCs, telling them the peoplc^s ^ory depended apoa cbemi 
»nd rendily givine a turn to the firft defign, which had like 
to have been fo &ngexous» by icprefenting k oolv at a prot 
}€6t of ^^Mm€mn»n to dilcorer the cowardly. In his Tecond, 
^e iud commanded the foldiers with bxavcryt M>d made them 
lenow what part they fuftainM in the war. In his third, bt- 
had rebuk'd the feditious intheperfon of Tter/tf«, by xeprooft, 
threiits, and adual chaftifement. And now in this fburi|% 
when all are garherM together, he applies to them in topics 
which equally affeft them all : He raites their heans by pot- 
ting them in miod of the promlfes of heaven, and thole pror 
phecies, of which as they hadieen the truth in the nine yean 
delflv, they might now expeft the accomplilhment in tb^ 
tenth year's fuccefs; which is a full anfwex to »JUac ^aipm- 
Mff had laid oiJupiter*s deceiving them. 

Dimjfitu oblerves one lingular piece of art, inT'/yjfi**$|fiail* 
ser of applying himfelf to the people when he would iniinuatft 
any thins to the Princes, and addrefling to the Princes when 
he would blame the people. He tells the foldiers. they nuft 
not all pretend to be rulers there, let there be one King, oaa^ 
I,ord s which is manifefily a precept dciign'd for the ieadcif 
to take to rhcmfelves. In the fame manner Tikerim '^'f*' 
remarks the beginning of his laft oration to be a fine Eihtm 
fipeia or oblique repreiei\tation of the people, upon whom tbc 
feverity of the reproach is made to fall, while he fccms t» ' 
reader the King an objeA of their pity. 

Vnhdffy monarch ! vjhem tht Gcccian r^irff 
\With/ham$ dtftrtmii ^c. 

Ne'er 
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Ne'er to return, was then die common cry^. 
Till Trpy*s proud ftra^re (hou'd in afhes lie. 
Behold them weeping for their native fiiore ! 

Sff What cou'd their wires or helpkfs children more f ' 
What heart but melts to leive the tender train. 
And, one (hort month, endure the wintry main f' 
Few leagues remorVl, we wifli our peaceful feat^. 
When the fli^ toSes, and the tempefts beat: 

360 Then well may this long ftay provoke their tears^s 
The tedious length of nine revolving years. 
Not for their grief the Gncim hofl I blame ! 
But vanquiflvd I baffittd I oh eternal (hame ! : 
ExpeA the time to Tr<7*s deilruAion giv'n, • 

j6y.And try the faith ot Colzas and of heav'n. 
What paft ztAtdu^ Grme can Witnefs bear» . 
And all who live to breathe this Phrygian air* - 
Belide a fountain's ikcred brink we rais'd 
Our verdant akars, and the viftims Uat'd : 

70 (T was where the plane-tree fpread itsftiadesarounJjJ 
The altars heav'd; and from the aambling grom^. 
A mighty dragon fliot, of dire potent; 
From 2F^rhimfclf the dfcadfnlfign wasfent^ 
Strait to the tree his fangmne fpires he roH'd^ 

7^ And curl'd anmnKt ^ m^y a wii^gfoM* 



\ 
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The topmoft branch a mother-bird poflreft;» 
Eight callow infants fiird the mofTy neft;^ 
HerfeU the ninth : the ferpent as he hung. 
Stretched his black jaws, and craOi'd the crying young; 

380 While hov*ring near, with miferable moan, 
The drooping mother waiFd her children gone. 
The mother lad. as round the nefl: (he flew, 
Seiz d by the beating wing, the moniler flew i 
Not long furviv*d ; to marble turned he flands 

38 f A lading prodigy omiulis fands. 

Such was the will of Jove} and hence we dare 
Truft to his omen, and.fupport the war- 
For while around we gaate with- wondring eyes,. 
And trembling fought the pow*r^ with facrifice, 

390 Full of his God, the rcvVend Calchas cry'd,,. 
Ye Grecian warrior^ L lay your fears afide. 
This wondrous lignal Jove himfcjf difplays,. 
Of long, long labours, but eternal praife. 
As many birds as by the fnake were flain, 

39j;So many years the toils oi Greece remain; 

But wait the tenth,, for lUons fall decreed:. 

Thus fpoke the Prophet, thus the fates fuccccd- 

Obey^, ye Grecians! with fubmiflion wait, 

Non let your flight avert the Trj>la» fate« 

* He 
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D He faid :* the (liores with loud applaufes found. 
The hollow (hips each deaf 'ning fl>out rebound. 
Then Neftor thus— Thefe vain debates forbear, 
Ye talk like children, not hkes heroes dare. 

Where 

f, 40X. Tfcm Ncftor f A«/.] Nothing is mote obfervable than 
himer's conduft of this whole incident j by what judicious 
and wcll-imagin*d degrees the army is reflrain'd, and wrought 
up to the deiires of the General. We have givca the d.tail 
of all the methods Viypt proceeded in: The n6tivi:y of his 
charad^ei is now to be contraftcd with the gravity of AV/'cr'.-., 
who covers and ftrengthens the other's argumenrf, <^ni cu;i- 
ftantly appears through the poem a weighty CioferofMeb^rcs. 
The 0>^/i^/had already (ccn their General give way to his au- 
thority, in the difpute v/'uh ^chUes in the former book, and 
could exped no lefs than that their ftayfliould be concluded 
on by ^gametHnon as foon as Nefitr undertook that caufc. 
For this was all they imagined his difcourfe aim*d at } but we , 
(hall find it had a farther defign, from Dionyfius of HalnarnA '- 
frs. »* There arc two things (fays that excellent criiick) 
" worthy of admiration in the Ipeeches oivtyfa and AV/^o-, 
** which are the different dcdgns they fpeak with, and the 
*• different applaufes they rcreive, Vlyjfts has th« acclam;itj- 
* ons of the army, and Nejior the praife oi ^gamemnoi. Cue 
** may enquire chc reafon, why he extoJs the latter prcfcra- 
** bly to the former, when all that NejUr alledges f<:ems oiily 
" a repetition of the fame arguments which Vhjfcs had givca 
'^ before him^ It might be done in encouragement to the 
** old man, in whom it might taife a concesn to find his' 
*' fpeech not follow*d with ib general an applaufe as the o- 
•^ ther*s. But we are to refer die fpeech of Nejt9r to that 
** part of oratory which feems only to confirm what anothec 
'* has fiid, and yet fuperinduces and carries a farther point. 
*' VJyjT's at\d Nejior both compare the Greeki to childieo, i'ot 
** their unmanly defiic to return home } they both reproach 
^ them with tlie engagements and vows they had pai^t.aiid. 
*^ were now about to break j they both alledge the .j^-^ofpe* 
^ rous (igns and omens reeeiv'd from heaven- Notwitliftaud'} 
*^ ing this, the eud of thcix oiations U vriy di&itat,. ''Oiy<\ 

I 6 *^ Jti*S 
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Whel-c now are all your high rcfolvcs at laft ? 
Of Your leagues concluded, your engagements paftt 
Vow'd with libations and with viftims then. 
Now vani(h*d like their fmoke : the faith of men \ 

*• y«i*s buHnefs was to detain t\it GreeUnt when they were up- 
*' on the point of flying; Nejior finding that work done to> 
'* his hands, defignM to draw thm'iniliintly to battel. TMt 
" was the utRK>ft ^xdmemnon had ainiM at, wliich fiefit'^t af-' 
tifice brings to pafs} for while they imagine by all he fayi 
that he is only perfuading them to ftay, they find chein- 
'* felves unawares piu into order of battel, and led uodes 
** their Princes to nghr. Ditn, H^U, «%i \%nfAAitrfM^i9^ Psrt 

We may next take notice of feme particulars of this fpeecb: 
Where- he fays they lo(e their time in empty ivords^ he hints at 
f he dispute between ^^amemn»n and *AthiUes : Where he fpeaio.' 
of thofe who dijirted the Gxecian cAufe^ he glances at sAckiUes 
Sa particular. When he rfprefcnts Hehn in afBiftion and 
tears, he removes the odium from the perfon inwhofe caufe 
they were to fight \ and when he moves ^i^itmemnom to advi(e 
with his council, artfully prepares for a reception of his own 
advice by thut modeft way of propofiag it. As for the advice 
itfeif, to divide the an^y into bodies, each of which (houlxi be 
composM entirely of men of the (amecountiey ;. nothing- coul(t 
be better judgM both in regaidto the prcTent circumftance. and 
with an eye to the future carrying on of the war. For the 
^rft,. its immediate tSt6t vt»» to taxe the whole army out of 
MS tumult, break whatever- cabals they might have formM to* 
^ther by feparating them into a new diviiion, and caufe e- 
vciy fingle ipucineer to come inft^antly under the view of hit' 
own psoper officer for corre^iion. For the fecond, it was te' 
be thought the army would be much. ftrengthen*U by this uui- 
•Q : Thoie of ditfecent nations who had dtiFeient aims, inte- 
tefts and friendships, €oul4 not alfift each other with To moclt 
Bea^, or fo well concut to the fame end, a» when fiiends aid* 
cd friends, kinfmea their kinfmrn* dr<-. when each comman- 
der had the^ glory of hit own nation in view, and a graaret 
cnuilation was excired between body and body 3 as not only 
watrmg foi; the honoui of Greece in.geiieral« mil fox that of 
ttcty ^\fiMt Jf4i#Upaxti<HUf^ 

■ While 
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V^e ufdefs wocds Gonfome di* unaAiTe houn. 
No wonder TV^ fo long refifls otur pow'rs. 
Rife, great MndiSit and with coorage fway ; 
We march to war if thou direft the way. , 
Bar leave the few tto dare refift thy laws^ 
The mean defercersof the QrHumeisSt^ 
To grudge the conqnefts mighty j^v^ml prepares^ 
And view,, with envy, ou? fuccefdul wars. 
On that great day when firft the martial traia 
Big with the hxt of liUn^ plow'd tiie m^in y 
j^MTC, on the right, a profp'rous fignal fent» 
And thunder rolhng (hook the firoMment. 
Encouraged hence, maintain the glorioiis ftrifSr, 
'Till ev'ry foldier grafp a Pkrypan wife,. 
'Till jHiWs woc$ at M revenged appear^ 
And Tr9j% proud matrons render teat for tear. 
Before that day, if any GreA invite 
His countrey*s troops to bafe, inglorious ffight> 
Stand forth that GnA I and hoiH his iail to fly ; 
And dye the dallari firft, who dreads to dye. 
But now, O Monarch ! all thy chiefs advife: 
Nor what they offer, thou thy fclf defpife. 
Among thofe counfels, let ju>t mine ke vain; 
la tribes and nations to divide thy .train : 
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His fcp'rate troops let cv'ry leader call. 
Each ftrengthen each, and all encourage all; 
What chief, or foldier, of the numerous band, 

A'x<Ox bravely' fights or iU obeys command. 

When thus diftinft they war, (hall foon be known, 
And what the caufc of lUon not overthrown; 
If fate rcfifts, or if our arms are flow. 
If Gods above prevent, or men below.. 

440 To him the I^g : How much thy years cxcell 
In arts of council, and in fpeaking well ! 

Oh 

f, 440. How much thy years txcel.'\ Every one has obfcrv** 
how glofious an elogium of wilHom Homer has here gtveni 
where ^gaimmnon fb far prefers it to valour, as to wiOi not 
for tea ^jax*s or ^ckiU«i*&^ but only for ten Nefiors, For 
' the reft of this fpeech, Dionyfius has fummM it up as follows. 
** ^^cimemmn bctng nOw convioc'd the Gteeki, were ofiFended 
*' at him, on account of the departure of ^ihiUes^ pacifies 
<* them, by a generous confeftion of h^s fault j but then aflerts 
^ the chara6^er of a fupreme Ruler, and with the air of com- 
** mand threatens the difobedient." I cannot conclude this 
part of the ipeeches without remarking how beautifully they 
life above one another, and how they more and more awaken 
the fpitit of war in the Grecians, la this laft there is a won- 
derful fire and vivacity, when he prepares them for the glori- 
ous toils they, were to undergo by a warm and lively defcrip- 
tion of them. The repetition of the words in thnt part has 
a beauty^ which (as welb as nriany others of the fiune kind] 
has been loft by moft tranflatots. 

Ej i& TIC I TTcia/v ^OiTrtcf J'iret cixvn-Wiojtf^ 
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would the Gods, in love to Greecej decree 

ten fuch fages as they grant in thee; 

1 wifdom fobn (bould Priam's force dcftroy^ 

I fo^ (hould fall the haughty tow'rs of Troyt 

Jove forbids, who plunges thofe he hates 

^erce contention and in vain debates. 

V great AchilUs from our aid withdraws, . 

ne provok*d; a captive maid the caufe: 

'er as friends we join^ the Tvojan wall 

I (hake,, and heavy will the vengeance faU I 

nowy ye warriors, take a. fliort repaft ;: 

I, we!l-refre(h'd^ to bloody confli«fl hafte.. 

fharpen'd fpear let ev'ry Grecian wieldj. 

I ev'ry Grecian fix his braien (hield,, 

all excite the fiery Heeds of w^ap, 

I air for combate fit the ratling car. 

s day,, this dreadful day, let each contend ^ 

reft, no refpite,. 'till the {hades defcend;. 

1 darknefs,: or 'till death (hall cover all : 

the war bleed, and let the migfity fell! 

• ■ . ' -■ ' ■. 
inot but believe J^tlton bad tHif paiTage in his e^ in ^M 

is fixth book. 

. Let earb 

His adamAtitlne C9At gird vjett j Md tAih 

tif. weU hit btlm^ ffift fdft bis nM flneUi &€• 
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'Till batk'd in fwc9t be. ey^r; manly bretft». 
With the hi^ flueld etch bnwsy um depreft. 
Each aking nerve refufe the hnce to throw, 

46f And each fpent courfer at the chariot hkyvi^ 
Who dares». inglorious^, in his iliit>s to 6xfy 
Who dares to tremUe on this fignal day. 
That wretch too mean to fall by msntial pow'r. 
The birds (hall mang}e,. and the dogs devour. 

470 The Monarch fpoke : and flrait a murmur rofe. 
Loud as the furges wheivthe tempeft Mows, 

That daQiM on broken rocks tumultuous roar. 

And foam and thunder on the ftony Oiore. 

Strait to the tents the troops difperfing bend,- 
47f The fires are kindled, and the fihokes afcend; 

With hafty fcafts they facrifice, and pray 

T'avert the dangers of the dotrfjtful day. 

A fteer of five year's age, large Ihnb'd, and fed. 

To Jov9% high altars AgAmtffmon led : 
480 There bade the nofa^eft of the Greeimp Pecrr;. 

And Neficr firfl, as moft advanc'd in yearf. 

Next came Idomeneus and Tjidem* fon, 

jljfiM the lefs, i^ni jfjax TiUimn I 

Tkft 



OK II. HOMER'S JLIJD. loi 

lea wife Ul^ffu in his rank was plac'd ; 

id Mtrulms came UAbid» the laft. 

\t Chiefs furroond the deftin'd beaft, and taka 

3C facre^ oflf'ring x>f the faltcd cake : 

'hen thus the King prefers his folenan pray'r^ 

h thou ! whofe thunder rends the clouded air» 

%o in the heav*n of heav'ns has fix'd thy throne,^ 

ipreme of Gods I unbounded, and aloae V 

ear ! and before the burning fun defccads„ 

:fore the night her gloomy veil extends^ 

ow in the duft be laid yon* hoftile fpices» 

: ?n0m*s palace funk in G$f9Q4» fires, / 

I H0^r% breafl he plong^^d this fiiining fwoRl; 

nd flaughter*d Heroes groan around ihcdi Lprdi 

Thus pray'd the Chief: his unavaUing piay'ic 

reat Jovt refus'd, and toft in empty air t". 



#. 4S;. ^nd MeneUus etum w^id,\ Thie ctitUks huve c»<t 
t*d into a warm difputei whether MeneUns was tn the lighc 
in tbe wrong, ta coming uninvited : So«c aaiotalniBg it 
e paic of an impeitinent or a fool to intrude upon ano* 
er mans titble s and othef9 infifting upon tke j^rifiiegie ^ 
^thec or a kinfinan mav cUtm in this cafe. The BtgHfi^ 
tder had not been tcouoled with tht traoflatioii of ihi^ 
»td \uT6fiitt}^t but that Plat* and Pimarch have taken no? 
e of the paiZkge- Tht rttft fallowing thisy in moft editt*' 
s, '*HSit ^ kJ^ 3^1/yuor, &c. beiifg sejeded as fpiuious b|k 
mttrm Pb4intM^ is omitted kcxe upon his ambonty* 
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f 00 The God avcrfe, while yet the fumes arofe. 
Prepared new toils, and doubled woes on woes. 
Their pray'rs performed, the Chiefs the rite purfuc, 
The barley fprinkled, and the viiftim flew. 
The limbs they fever from th' inclofing hyde, 

J05*The thighs, felefted to the Gods, divide. 
On thefe, in double cauls involved with art, 
The choiceft morfels lie from ev'ry part. 
From the deft wood the crackling flames afpice, 
While the fot vidim feeds the facred fire. 

jloThe thighs thus facrific'd, and entrails drcft, 
Th' afliftants part, transfix, and roaft the reft; 
Then ^read the tables, the repaft prepare. 
Each takes his feat, and each receives his fliare» 
Soon as the rage of hunger was fupprcft, 

jiyThe genVous NeftBr thus the Prince addrcft. 

Now bid thy Heralds found the loud alarm?, 
And call the fquadrons flieath*d in brazen arms: 
Now feixe th* occafion, now the troops furvcy, 
And lead to war, when Heav'n dircdb the way. 

J20 He faid; the Monarch ilTu'd his commands; 

Strait the loud heralds call the gathering bands. 

The chiefs mclofe their King; the hofts divide. 

In tribes and nations ranked on either fide. 

Higli 
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High in the midft the blue-ey*d Virgin flics ; 

'From rank to rank fhc darts her ardent eyes: 

The dreadful' -<E|:/>y Jov$^ immortal (hield, 

Bhi'd on her arm, and lighten'd all the field : 

Round the vaft orb an hundred ferpents roll*d, 

Form'd the bright fringe, and fecm'd to bum in gold. 

^With this each Grecian's manly breads (lie warms, 

Swells their bold hearts, and firings their nervous arms; 

No more they figh, inglorious to return* 

But breathe revenge, and for the combatc bum. 

, As on fome mountain, thro' the lofty grove. 

The crackling flames afcend and blaze above^ 

The 

f. $16, Thi drend fnl A%U%'iOYt*s inmftal /khld,"] Htmtr 
loes not expicffly call it a Ihield in this place, but it it plain 
rom feyexal othex palT^gea that it was fo. In the fifrk 
li»d^ thii t^it is defcrib'd wirli a fublimicy that is incz- 
ireillble. /The figure of the Gof%9n^s head upon it is there 
pccifyM, which will juilify the mention of the (erpenti in 
he txanflation here : The verfes are remarkably ionotoos 
n^thc original. The image of the Goddefs of battels bU* 
jng with net immortal (hield before the army, infpitiiif^ eve- 
▼ Heroe, and affifting to range the troops, is agreeable to 
he bold painting of our atuhor.. And the encouragement of t 
livbe power feem'd no more than was (equiiiie, to change f<» 
otally the difpofitions of the GrteiMs^ as to msike them now 
nore ardent for the combate, than they were before deGrouf 
>f a return. This finifiies the conqueft of their inclioiitions, 
n a manner at ooce wonderfully poetical, and correfpondent 
:o the moral which is every where fpread thtOMgh Hemer^ 
:hat nothing is entirely brought about but by the divine aC- 
&ftan<;e. 

^.534. %Aj §n fim* mwrndm, 2cc. The imagination of H#- 
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Tke fires expanding as the winds arife. 
Shoot their long beams, and kindle half the (kiey; 
So from the polifli'd arms, and brazen (liields» 
A gleamy fplendor flafh'd along the fields. 
f^PNot lefs their nunaber than th' embody'd cranes. 
Or milk-white fwans in Jfiusl watrf plains. 

That 



Wis fo vaft and fo 1 1 rely, that whatfoever obje€b Dxeieat* 
ed themfelves bdbfe hnn. impic&M tkeic ioMfCt lb nMtiUjf^ 
that he pout'd chem forth in compaxifons equally fimpleaai 
noble ) wichont jfbr«retttBg any circumftaiice whiel^ coold itt^ 
ftruft the leadti, and maEe him fee thofe objefta intheiiune 
fiiong light vherein he faw them himfelf. And in this one 
of the piincipal beaut left o# Poetry coiUIfts. Htmtr, oa the 
iight of the march ot this aumeroua army, giyes us five fimilcft 
kh a. bieafth, but all entirely difTerent. The firft reeards the 
fplendor of theii armour- as a fire, &c. The fecond the var 
noot mo? emcnrs of fo many tboafiuids before tkey ean rangc- 
themfeUes in battel- arcuy» like the fwans. &e. The chiri t^ 
^t&s their number, as the leaves or ftoweri^^c The fomik. 
tAc ardour with which chenr run to tho combaie, like the Je- 

5 ions of inicas, &c. And the fi^h the obedience aad cataft' 
ifcipline of the troopty ranged wichont confttfion uoder iheir. 
leaders* as fiocka under their fliepherda. This fecapdity aad 
variety can never be enough admiiM. D^intr. 

Tk,S^i. Or miik^whitt JWMMS in ASus* vuttrf fimm,"} ^''^^ 
vflho is feldom jiift to our amhot, yet conlefict thefe vciMi 
•o be ftmiJfwHt N$Gfims, But be ia greatly miftakca when he 
accttfea this fimite of impropciety, on the fuppoirioii that a. 
Bumber of birds fljiiig without ocdex are here compai*d ta> 
ai> army ranged la array of battel. On the contrary, Ht- 
mtr in this evpiefTes tke ftir and tmnolt the troop* were m 
before they got into order» tanning together fkom the- ilujs 
and tents : Nmi^ dm, x, tthi^tdm. But when they are plard. 
in their ranks, he compares them to the flocks ondcr theti 
fliepherds. This diftinftion will plainly appear ffom fhci^ 
fail of Ike five fimilet in tbe foregoing note. 
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Tiat o'er the windings of Cayjier^s fprings, 
tretck their long necks, and clap their ruiUing wings» 
low tow'r aloft, and covrfe in airy rounds; 
low light with noife ; wilh noife the field reibuadi* 



y*riil hu imicatod dut with gxeat happinefii ia kit (cttnth 

Celt ^wnimm nivi li^mds inter mAtU «yau 
dem ftfi i p^fht Ttfirtmt^ & Uiiga amvres 

hfkt a long team of fnowy (wans on high, 
Vhich clap their wings, and cleave the liquid sky. 
When homeward from their watry pafturcs bom. 
They fing, and ^/4*s lakes their notes return. 

Mr. Dryden in this place has miftaken ^^/Tmj fot s^fi^t which 
'in*t took care to drftinguifli by making the firft fyllable of 
iftu long, as of ^AflA (hort. Tho* (if we believe Madam 
>«n#r) he was himfelf in an error, both hexe and in the fiift 
fnriU. 

Dukihm Htfu^ms rimmtmr prst* Ofyjlru 

'or the will not allow that *A^i» can be a fttroaymic Ad* 
eftlve, Vm the Genitive of a proper Name, a^/*, which be* 
Bg taraM into lowe is Atf-iU, and by a Syncope mitkes 'Ar<«. 
*his puts me in mind of another critidfin upon the 29*^ 
etie of this book : 'ris oblerv'd that f^irgii u(es Inarimt for 
drime, as if he had read Frflrg/Mo/;, inftcad of F.ir 'Ag/uo/c* 
*c^iiir ridicules this trivial remark, and asks if it can be i- 
oagin'd that Viijil was ignorant of the name of a place im 
lear him as BaU r It is indeed ub lucky for good writers, that 
aen who have learning, fliould lav a fttefs ui)on fuch trifles i 
•nd that thofe who have &one> (hould think it Icasnina to 
lofo. 

X Thus 
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Thus num'rous and confus'd, extending wide. 
The legions crowd Scamandirs flow'ry fide; 
With rufhing troops the plains arc covcr'd o'er. 
And thund'ring footfteps (bake the founding (hore: 

^^Q Along the river's level meads they.ftand. 
Thick as in fpring the fiow'is adorn the land. 
Or leaves the trees; or thick as infeds play, 
The wandring nation of a fummer's day, > 

That drawn by milky fleams, at ev ning hours, 

SSSlti gathered fwarms furround the rural bow'rs; 

From 



i^ SSI. Or thick M infiffj pUy.} This (imile traniUted lite- 
rally luxis thus i w/fi the numeftu trtops of fUts ah^ttt a fbefbetdt 
CBtiagt in the fprtugj when th4 milkjneijieni the pdils 3 ftieh tmrnkert 
•f Greeks ftoei in tiie field aiainft the Tiojans, dtjinn£ their it- 
ftruBien. The lowncis of this image* ia compaiifon witk 
thofe which precede it« will naturally Hiock a modem eritidc» 
and would fcarcc be forgiven in a Poet of thcfc times. The 
utmoft a tranflator can do is to heighten the cxpreflion. fo 
•s to render the difpaiity lefs obfcrvable: .which is cndea- 
vouiM here, and in other places. If this be done fuccefsftl- 
ly, the reader is fo far froin being ofiTended at a low idea* 
that it raifes his furprize to find it grown great in the ?oct*i 
hands, of which we have frequent inftances in VirgiL^s Cttr- 
gicks. Here follows another of the fame kind, in the iimile 
of ^gamemnen to a BuU^ juft after he has been compai'd to 
Jeve^ Mars, and Neptune, This, Eufiathiusullsus, wasbliic'd 
by (bmc criticks, and Mr Hobbes has left it out in his trtnfii- 
tion. The liberty has been taken here to place the humblet 
iimile firft, referving the nobler one as a more magnificest 
clofe of the defcription : The bare turning the fentcncexC' 
moves the objeftion. MUttn, who was a cloic imitttoi of 
our author, has often copy*d him in thcfe homblc conptxi* 

too* 
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From pail to pail with bufy murmur run 
The gilded legions glitt'ring in the fun. 

So throng'd, fo c}ofe» the Grecian fquadrons floed 
In radiant arms, and thirfl for Tr$jan blood. 

oEach leader now his fcatter'd force conjokis 
In clofe array, and forms the deep'ning lines. 
Not with more eafe, the ildlful Aiepherd fwain 
Colledls his flock from thoufands on the plai». 
The King of Kings, majeftically tall, 

jTow'rs o'er his armies, and outfliines them all : 

Like fome proud Bull that round the paftures leads 

His fubjedl-herds, the Monarch of the meads. 

Great as the Gods th* exalted Chief was feen, 

His ftrength Uke Neftune, and like Mars his mien, 

Jove 

fons. He has not fcxupled to iofert one in the midft of that 

Smpous defcxiption of the rout of the rebel aogels in the 
:th book, where the Son of God in all his dreadral Majefty 
is xepxefented pouring his vengeance upon them: 

.. ^s a herd 

Of gtdtSf •r timorous fiicks tagether thr$n^df 
Dfve them teftn him thmder-firuck"^'^ 

f, $6%, Gredt m tht Godj.} Homtr here de(cribes the figure 
and port of ^iMntmntn with all imaginable grandeur, in ma- 
Jung hiQi appear doath'd with the majefty of the greateft of 
the Gods) and when Pimar.i$,(ia his i'econd oration of the 
^rtune of ^UxAndtr) blamed the compaxifon of a man to 
three Deities at once, ,that ceiifure was not pafs'd upon H§mtt 
as a Poetf but by PUtfarsh as a Piieft. This chaxaftec of Ma- 
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^-joJovi Q*cr lii$ eyes cdcftial glories fprcad. 
And dawning conqueft play*d around his head. 

Say, Virgias, fcated round the throne divine, 
All-knowing Goddeffes ! immortal Nine! 
Since earth's wide regions, hcav'ri's unmeafur'd height) 

j7 y And hell's abyfs, hide nothing from your fig^t, 
(We, wretched mortals! loft in doubts below, 
But guefs by rumour, and but boall we know) 
Oh fay what Heroes, fir'd by thirft of fame, 
Or urg'd by wrongs, to rr#y's dcfbuftion came ? 

fSoTo count them all, demands a thoufand tongues, 
A throat of brafs, and adamantine lungs. 

Jefty, in which ^sfmnmm excels all the other Heroes, it pl^ 
leivM in the ditfeient views of him throughout the Ilt'tuL It 
Is thus he appears on his (hip in the catalogue s thus he 
ihines in the eyes of Prtsun in the third book j thus again in 
the beginning of the eleventh s and fo in the reft. 

)^. 572 Sty vifptu,2 It is hard to conceive any addicis 
more folemn, any opening to a fvb]e€t more noble and nas- 
Rificent, than this invocation of Htmtr befose his catalogue. 
That omniprefence he gives to the Mufes, their poft in the 
higheft Heaven, their coroprehenfive iurvey thro* the whole 
extent of the creation, are circumftances greatly imagined. 
Nor is any thing more petfeftly iine, or ezquifitely moral, 
than the oppofition of the exteniive kowledge of the difiai* 
-ties on the one fide, to the bliodnefs and ignorance of mii* 
kind on the other. The greatncfs and importance of his 
Ihbjeft is highly rats*d by his exalted manner of dedattng 
-the difficulty of k. Net tb** my imigs were ^*/i, fcc. and W 
-the air he cives tr,as if what follows were immediarely inipix'it 
mad no kto than the joint laboui of mil the Mufo. 

Daughtcii 
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Daugthers of ^rut affift ! infpifd by y<Mi ' ' ' - : - 
The mighty labour dauntlefs I purfue : 
What crowded armies, from what climes they bring, 
5* Their names, their numbers, and their Chiefil^ng^ 



-•i. 



The Catalogue of the Shi? s. 



TH E hardy warriors whom Bge^tta bred, 
Penelius, Leitus, Prothoenor \tii 
With thefe Arcefilam and Clonius Hand, 
Equal in arms, and equal in command. 



■ I 

#. j»^. TA* W<fy warrhrj,] Ttc catalogue begms in th'i 
place, which I forbear to treat «f at piefciit: pAly^i mu^ af-* 
kaowledge here that the tranflation has not been exa^jy 
pon&ua]; to the. Older in which H^mer places his tPW«a-. . ijiovA 
ever it has not trefpafsM agatnft Geography ; the tranfpofiti- 
ons I mention being no other than fuch minute oncs» u St^s^ 
^ eonftlTcs the author himfelf is not free from : *0 p. n«/;7!fc 
^'m fiS^ A^fi^* ^*y^ a-taj*x^(, Aam^ i »«.!). OW ve/*^ **^* 
fi«i7o, i Au\Ut<t, &C. "AWo ri rix iV "^ T? taJ^. 2*t»i»i» 
Tf Sjtoxoy Tf, eftfVAJCv T^radi Ti. //I*, t. There is not to my 
lemembrance .any place thoughpui -this catalogue omitted; 
a liberty wliich Mt. Dfy^ has itiide fio difficulty to t^ke and 
to conKfs, io Jv< y*^*h But ^ more fenipujous cite waa 
OFing to H^i^tr^ on icccounf 6f tVat VonderfUl exaftnefs and 
uneqiuU'dl diligieacer which he htf-paitic^latly ihewa.ia this 
part 9§ hU woxk. 

• * f 1 I ■ ■ ' 

■....-• ■ K ' ■ '■ Thsfo 



i ' 
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f 90 Thefe head the ttobps tiiatr rockj AuX»s yields. 

And Etton% hills» and HjrW% watry fields. 

And Sdfonou ScdoSy Graa near the nuiin. 

And;. Ji^f42c^'s ample piny [dain. 

Thofe who in i>i/ea» or llefion dwell, 
5*9}' Or' iMntM w4)Cre j^vM^s Pfophet feB ; 

»tr«i'ind.»y/l,' which the fpriHgso'erflov^; 

And Medton lofty, and Ocaka low ; 

Or in itk nieadsof BgrfMrM^ ftray. 

Or Tififfia facred to the God of Day. 
6ooOncheftuSf Neptune s cAArttcd gtoves; 

Cofdf and TbishV, fam'd for filver doves. 

For flocks Erythrd^ GUjfa for the vine; 

Platda green, and Nija the divine. 

And they whom Thehes^ well-built walls. indofcj 
'j6of Where Mydii'f Ernnfisf c^k^t rofe; 

And Ar»k rich^ with purple harvefts crown'd; 

And Antbfd9»f B^eotuC^ utmoft bound. 

Full fifty (hips they fend, and each conveys 

Twice fixty warriors thro* the foaming {ea& 
1^0 To thefe fucceed JiJ^Udm^t mvcAHi tndm 

Who plow the fpadot^ Or£i&M»imM ^Jlailu // 

Two vaKant brothen rule th' tmdaunted throsil^. 

Jdlmen and Afialafbtts the firong: 
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f jijiyoche, the heav'idy foir, 

5 virgitt charms fubdu'd the God of Wat: 

"ior^s court as (he retir'd to reft, 

:rength of Mart the bluOong maid C01Bpr«&) 

troops in thirty fable veflels Iweep» 

equal oars, the hoarfe-refoundiQg deep* 

: Phocians next in forty barks repair> 

phus and Schtdim head the wah 

thofe rich regions where Cephtjfus Iea& 

ver cunent thro' the flow*ry meads^ 

PanofeAy Chryfa the divine, 

2 Anem0rias ftately' turrets ffune, 

e Pyth0t DauUs^ CyparifM ftoo4 

air Litdd views the riling flood. 

rang'd'in order on the floating tide, 

on the left, the bold tB«0srf«»> fide, 
rce Ajax led the Lacrian fquadrons on» 
thelefs, 0%/^/ valiant fon; 
. to diredt the flying dart aright; 
in purfuit, and a^ye in die fight. 

as their Chief, the dit)fen troops attend^ 
|i Bejfkf ThronuSi and rich Cynot fend: ^ 
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OfUi^ CalUarus, and Scarphe^ bands ; 

And thpfe .who dwell where pleaiing Attgia fiands, 

...■'.'- 

And where BoUgrius floats the lowly lands, 

r 

Or ill fair Tar the % fylva^ feats refide : 
<54oIn forty Veffels cut the yielding tide. 

Euhxa next her martial fons prepares* 

■ I .■ ' ■ , rf • ' . 

And fends thel)rave Ahantes to the wars : 

Breathing revenge, in arms they take their way 

From Ckalcis walls, and ftrong Eretria; 

g^jTh* Jjleian fields for gen'rous vines renown'd, 

f - ■ ■ ■ ■ 

The fair Caryftos, and the Sfynan ground; 

Where Dhs from her tow*rs overlooks the plain, 

And high Cerlnthus views the neighboring main. 

Down tlieir broad (houlders falls a length of hair; 

^^Q Their hands difmifs not the long lance inair; 

3^. ^49. Divm their bfdd /b$Miderf^ &C.] Thfi Gr««i^ius it 
tTidiy itpfcMfir^fc, « i«r^« c§maHtts, It was the cuftom of tbefe 
people to (have the fore-part of their heads, which Ithey did 
that their enemies might not take the advantage of (eizing 
them by the hair : the hinder-part they let grow, as t vaiianc 
xace that would never turn their backs. Theix maoncf of 
£ghting was hand to hand, without quitting their javelins (in 
the way of our pike-men.) Pitnarch tells us this in thf lift.of 
ThtftMj, and cites, to ftrengthen the authority of Jinttn, (bme 
verfes ofr ^mbtlcihus to the fame cffcGt. M^ktumt H^f^St^^n^ 
tranilat^ K«M^r into Lufin vexle, was' theicfo'xc miftakcn ia 
liis vcrilon of xhis paifage* 



PrMcifme JMculstnetf bajlsmqui ftrHi 



Sot 
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But with portended fpears in fighting fields* 
Pierce the tough corslets and the bmien fliidds. 
Twice twenty fliips tranfport the warlike bands, 
Which bold Elphenor^ fierce in arms commands. 
iyy Full fifty more from Athens ftem the main. 
Led by MemfihsHs thro* the liquid plain, 
{Athms the foir, where great EreHhtus fway'd. 
That ow'd his nurture td the blne-cy'd maid, 
But from the teeming furrow' took his birth, 

# 

660 The mighty offspring of the foodful earth. 
Him PaUas plac'd amidft her wealthy fsme, 
Ador*d with facrifice and oxen flain ; 
Where as the years revolve her altars blaie. 
And all the tribes reifound the iS'oddels' praife.) 

%No Chief like thee» Mnufilnml Qntce zoxliA yield. 
To marlhal armies in the dufty field, 
Th* extended wings of battel to difplay. 
Or dofc th* embody'd hoft in firm array. 
lUtfi&r alone, improved by length of days* 

67oFor martial conduft bore an equal praife. . 

.With thefe appear the SaUmman bands, • 

Whom the gigantic Telamon commands ; 

In twelve black fliips to Troy they fteer their courlS, 

And with the great AHwdans join their force. . 

K 3 Next 
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d^ Next move to war the gcn'rous Afiw% train, 
From hi^^i TtofXMtit^ and M^fttd^ pliiin. 
And iair JE^ma circled by the main : 
Whom jOlrong Tirymifis lofty walls fiirroond^ 
And Efidaun with viny harvcsfts crpwn'd^ 

Ijg^ And where fair Afiutn and H&mw (how 
Their clifis ahove, and ample bay below» 
Tbefe by the brsive Buryalus were led, '- 
Great Sthenehsf and greater Dwmedf 
But chief Tydidff bore the fp v -reign fway;- 

6Sfln fourfcorc barks they plow. the. watry. way* 
The proud Myank arms her inanial pdw'rs^. 
cUoftif C^Mi^,: with imperial tow*is» 
¥7dr Ardthyna^ Ormits ttvAi^ phin^ 
AtiiJEpoi^t and J^r<f/^'ancien;treign3 

690 And thofe who dwell along the fandy fliore,. 
And where PrM«»> yields her fleecy (lore. 
Where Helifih and Hypenfia lie. 
And Gtfw^'s Ipires iaiute the fky. 
Great Ag^nunmrn rules the numerous biindy 

69 j? A hundred yeflels in long order Hand. 

And crowded nations wait his dread command. 
JJigh on the deck the King of Men appears, 
And his refiilgent arms in triustipb wears; 



Proud of hitlioft, tmrival'd in his reigiv 

^ In iilcnt pomp he moves along the main. - 

His brother follows, and to Tengeance wtrw - 

The hardy Sfmrttms^ ezeraVd in annsr 

Vhares and 'Brj^% valiant troops, and thofc 

Whom Laciddmm'i lofty lulls indole ; 

WOr Mejfcs tow'rs for filver doves renown'd» 

jimycUf ZMs^ Mi^d% happy ground. 

And thofe whom OE/^/ tow walls contain* 

And mUsi on the margin of the main : 

Thefe, o'er the bending Ocean, HWff»*s caufe 

7lC>In fixty fiiips with Menehms draws: 

Eager aisd loud^ from man toman he ffies^j 

Revenge and fury flaming in his ey^; 

While 

i^, 7TT. BiSgir mid bmifitm wum H msm htpts,"] The figure 
MtmUui makes in this place is remaikably difBnguifli'd from 
the reft, and (iificieot to fliew liis concern in the war was pet- 
fonalt while the others afted only fox intereft ot glory in ge* 
neral. No -leader in all the lift is reprefented thus eager and 
paffionate; he is louder than them all in his exhortations j 
.moreadive inxunningamoi^ the troops i and inipirited vich 
the thoughts of revenge, which he ftiU cucreaies witfi the fe- 
cret imagination of HtUn*% repentance. .The beha?ioiur is 
finely imaging. 

The epithet ^oh dyi^hf which is apply'd in this and othiec 
places to MnuUms, and which literally fignifies iM-vi^id^ \m 
made by the Comn^entators to mean vdiisfHt and tranilai^ 
iui* firv^tms^ Vhe xeafon jo^ytn by ^tifiMhim is» that a liwd 
Voi6e is tf mark of ftrenguii the uftial elTeft of fcac bpin^^io 
,€9t fhwX the icfpiiation* X own this fcems to be li^cM,' aod 

K 4 xathcs 
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While vainly fond, in fancy oft he hears 

The fair one's grief, $md fcei her falling tears, 
^j -, |n ninety fail, from P^fioi fandy coaft, 

JH$fi9r the fage conduifh his chofen hoft : 

From 4mfhtgtma\ ever-fruitful land; 

Where S.f'^ high* and little PteUon ftand; 

Where beauteous Arenk her flru^re (hows. 
710 And T^i7(?»s^walls ^//ri&rMs* ftreams.iiiiclofe: 

And Doripnj f$m'd fot.Tharnyrh] diigrace, 

Superior once of all the tuneful race„- 

'Till vain of mortal's empty praife, he ftrove 

To match the feed of cloud-compelling jfn/# / 
y^S Too daringbard I whofc unAuKeisfid pride . 

Th' immortal Mitfes in their jut.defy.*it . 

*Th* avenging Mufes of the light of day 

-. Deprived his eyes, and Ihatch'd his voice away ; 

Ko more his heavenly voice was heard to fing ; 
730 His hand no more ^wak*d the filver Aring. . 

i ■ ■ - 

• rather believe it was one of tho(e kind of fir-names ^vd 

'from fome diffcinguifhing quality of the p^rfon ^as t|iat oft 

*lotid voice naught belong to Mene.'aus)- which MonH Rtilmt 

mentions in his ninth reflexion upon Longirtui \ in the fame 

manner as fome of our Kings were called Edward Lmii/hMktf 

WitlUm '^ftts, 8cc. But however it be, the epithet taken in 

the literal fenfe has a beauty in this' vtrfe fxom the circum- 

flance Unttiam is dcfciibed in) which dm^tnuAM the txanlU- 

. t« to ufe it. j._ 

Where 
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Where under high C^Umk^ crown'd with wood* 
The (haded tomb of old JEfyttu flood ; 
From Rif^9 Strdtii^ Ttgea*s bord'ring towns. 
The Phtntan fields, and Orchammuin downs, 

^^ VVhcrc the ht herds in plenteous paftare rove ; 
And Symphelfu with her furrounding grove, 
Pdrrhafia^ . on her ihowy difis recHn*d, 
And high Emff^ (hook by wintry wind. 
And fair Mantuna's ever-pleafing fite; 

40 In fizty fail iKjircadian bands unite. 
Bold Agnfimr^ glorious at their head, 
(Amd$u fon) the mighty fquadron led. 
Their (hips, fupply'd by Agamemnon $ care. 
Thro* roaring feas the wondering warriors-bear; 

4}* The firft to battel on th' appointed plain. 
But new to all the dangers of the main. 

Thofe, where £iir EUs and EHfrafium join ; 
Whom Hyrmm^ here, and Myrfinus confine. 



#• 74^ NItw U 4UI thi doHgtri #/ thi amm.] The ^ArcadtMi 
Wing an inland people were anskiUM innayigation, for which 
leafba ^g(tnumti0H furnifh'd them with (hipping. From hence, 
aadfioq^thie ttftline of the defcripcioii of the (ceptre, where 
hi i« faid to piefide over m^nj ifitnds , Tbmydidu takes occa* 
fioa to obferve that the power of^grnnemmn was (nperiot to 
the icftofthePriaces of Grefcff, on account of his naval forces, 
vluck Jud icadci'd bi» mafler of the fca. Tbmji, Uk. u 
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i^d bounded there, wheare o*eif the tallies ro£e 

7510 Th* Gl2fi»i4ji rock; and where^igiiMm.fiows; 
Beneath four chie6 (a ntirn'rous army) came :. 
The fireagth and gl<M:]r of ^'£/At» name. - 
In fep'rate fqoadrons theie their train divide. 
Each leads ten veffeb thro' the yielding tide* . 

TSS One yr^s jimfbimMclms^. and TksifiMS.onc;, 
(Euryttii this, and that I^Him' ton). 
JA>r€$ fprung from jimmjnemt* line; 
And great Polyxtnusf of force divine^ 
But thofe who view fair Elis o*er the £»». 

TfSo JF'i'om the blcft iflands ol th* Ecimaditf 
In forty yeflels under M$ps move, 
Begot by Phfinu^ the belov'd of Jwt, 
To Jdrong JftdUh'tHmiiomhis fire he fled,. 
And thence to Tr0y his hardy warriors led* 

7^, t%jJJi , fbllow'd thro' the watry road, 
A.chief^ in wifdom equaji to a God. 
With>thofe whom Cephaknia's ifit inclos*d,^ 
Or till their fields along the cqaft oppos'd ; . 
Ofi where fair Jtitata o*erlooks the floods, 

77$:^j6Vliere.high Nfrkos&akcs his' waving wood%, 
y^(^JEffUpa:» mgged fi^es^are fceo* .' 




Thefe in twdve gaDics with vermiSioA prorcf. 

Beneath his CDnduA fbuf^ the Phr^guin Aorey,. 
77f Tkfm came next, Jtn^Amon*t Yahant fon. 

Prom Phmr0n*^ walls and chalky Caiydfitft 

And rough ?yi!^, and th' OUnian fteept . 

And CiSrtf/rt^ beaten* by Ae rolliiig deep; 

He led'the warriors fromtfa' jEfpluni ibore,- 
T^opor now the ibns of tEniui were no more! 

The glories of the mighty racc'Were fled I ' 

(Emits himfeify and MiUager dead! 

To Thaki care now truft' the maitiar traini 

His forty veflels follow thro*' the main. 
^9 Next eighty'barks the Cretan King comniands^' " 

Of Gmjfus^ Ly^uSf zndGcrfynd's bands, ■ 

• # 

And thofe who dwell where Riythn*^ dosies aiiiet. 

Or white LycdJIUs glitters to the Qdtsi • 

_ » . • 

Or where by Phdjlut filver Jardan' fuiis ; ' ' 
^Cr^^honcired dtksponrfbhir an her fohi; 
Thefe march'd, Idomneusy beneath thy -care,. 
And Merion^ dreadful as the God of war, 

'UepoUmus^ . the fon of HercuUs, , 
J;ed:^iW iVlitveflds^thlo* the foamy. -ftasi-: 

it.6 IB?* 
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His captive mptiicr £eice Mcaks bote .-. 
From £/j^rs walls, aadi^/r/siy^ding fiiore^ 
Where mighty towns in ruins fpread the plain> 
800 And faw their blooming warriors eailyHaia^ 

The Hero, when to manly, ycvs hegxew^. 

t , ■-• ■■■••■■ ■■ ••-... 

Alcldes uncle, old UcymniMU fle^y ; 
For this, conftrain'd to qnithisjiativc place, - 
And (hun the vengeanjze of th* HcrcnUan izcf^ 
So; A fleet he built* and with a num.'rous train.^ . , 
Of willing exiles, wander*d o'err the main > - 
Where many feas, and many fuflTrinK.paft, . 
On happy Rhodes the chief arriv'd atJaft : . 
There in three tribes divides his native bandj^ 

810 And rules them peaceful in a foreign land;. 

Encreas'd and profper'd in their new abodes,, 

By mighty Jcv^, the fire of men and .Qodsi . . 

With joy they faw the growing empire lifCj, . 

And (bpw'rs of wea)th defcending from, the Odcs^ 
$if ThreQ fliipsi with Nkeus fought the Tr<5f4» (hor,e> 

NJreus, vihQm jiglae to CharofushoxCt^ 

Nkim 

mentioa'dl^t in thefe lines, and is an exception totne cAh 
{cvr2XioikQ£Mmr§kMtH that aU the Dcjfoos o£ tKo cat^^o^pCk 
make their appearance aftcfwards ih tht p6en». ^mAmt him- 
ftJf Siva oa the searWbcgu»&.Mir«M had.hut.a fmitH toe^ 
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lnWiuSi in faultlefs ibape, and Uooming grace» 
The lovelicft youth of all the GrecUn race; 
Pelides only match'd his early charms; 

SioBut few his troops> and fmall his ftrength in arm$» 
Next thirty gsdlies :deaye the hqnid plain^ 
Of thqie, Qalydfust jG»i-giit ifles contain ; 
With them ;h6 youth of K^fW repair, 
C4/i#j the ftrong, and Cn^4ii^> the fair; 

EajOi, where Ettryfyius pofleft the fway. 
Till great Akides^ made the realms obey : 
Thefe Jtntipkus and bold J'htdifptts brings 
Sprang from theGod;-by.3}^J7k/ia the King.- '^ 
Now> Mufc, recount PtUfgic jlrghii pow*rs, ■ 
^From Motf Ahp}, and Tncbm^itoiw*i$i 
Tiom Phtkia*$fpiciomyAcs; zndHeUa, hltft 
With female beanty Ihr beyond the reft. ^' '^ 

■ 'i • ■ ■ * 

of worth ind Taloar f his Quality pnfy gave htkn * ^vikte 
to be oamM among meo. The Poet has ctaied him to be 
xcmembecM no Ie(s than *.4cbiHtt oiVfyftt^ but jet in no better 
manner than he defecvM} whofe only qoalincation was his 
Beaufj : *Tis by a bare repetition of bis name three timest 
which jufl leaves (bme impreflSon of him on the mind of the 

have 
har^ 
|udg- 



FuU 



■_ » 
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Full fifty Slips benetdiwfc^iUB^ care 

i^fTheJfalutm all», tho' various in their naxne^ 

The fame their nation, and their chief the finoe. 
But now iB^orioas^.ftretcbUatoiigthe ihore,'* 
They hear the biazeri voiceo£war no «loi!c^} '- 
No more thq foe thqi^itee io dire aixay.: 

Z^ Clofe in his fleet their angry leadei; lay ; . 
Since fair Brit/mirom hb acns Was tom*. .... 
The nobleft J(poil jE^om ftck'd iC^ni^i^ 
Then, whqn the chief. J^ 7%rfMiralko'€Kthre#, 
And tjieteU foo^of.grettJ^itwdriilbr^ -: 

84f There mmm'iJMilbrf. pkng^din* depth of care, 
But foon to i:ife mikughter* falood^and wair* 

To^hefe the youth of B^yAu^ fuccced, , 
lrtf»4/fanaQft8. /(^r fccc fleecy .breed* V 
And grafly PttUon dcck'd with chearful greens, 

SjoThe bow'xs of -Orivif, and dje f jtltan fceitoii / 

... ■ ' 

Sweet />3(ivia^i!0||S^f,widi bloonoiing flborets crowo'dt • 
And Antroni watry dens,, and cavem'd grouad.^ 

.Theft own'd a^ chief VrmpasWit htntL. 

;>yho.itt>w^lay fiiebtin tKbgfobip^^^ •; i . , 

8yf.l1iefeft?wji^bddjyvt6udi*dihe*!rv^^^^ ' 

. And dyJd ^^Akjifiw^ ' 

TScce-: 



There lies,, fiur diftant ft^mhis mttiTe plains 

Unfini/h'd> . his proud pakc^es remftin, . 

And his fad confort beats her breaft io TaiDi 

His troops in fony (hips P^^Utrcis led,. 

^biclus Softy aad brother to the dead ; 

Nor he unworthy to command the hcfr; 

Yet ftill they mourh'd their- ancicntlcadcr loft:^ ' ' 

The mtvkiAiO'iShtfhfra't fair foil partak^i ^ 
'Where hilk endrde Jcr^s lowJy lake,. 
Where Pkert, heaw- the ireighb'ring. waten fd!, . 
Or proud. »<i»« life her aiiywiffl,:'' ^•'"' 

In ten Wack Ihips €mb»rVd fof iK#iSr^s*orcj. *' • 
With bold £VWw/iii, whota ^^cf^bore;.' - -* "^ 
^All Pff/i4*s race^iwjSfe ftrotttflua^,. 
The grace and glory of the beauteoosf kind; 

The troops i«l#/i»i»«|l, 4»7limfptmii^Mi%r • 
OUzon*s rocks^ or itf#WaMf« fields*- '^ • - - - 
With PhlloSietes fail'd, wiiOfe matdilcft «rt^ . ■ 
'From the.tough bow direds the feathered dart; 

• ; •' 

j^. §71. tht gfAct Mdghry §f tht bidmt0»s kind.} He gives 
sAiufiii this el o^ of tbc gloif of hei (eac> fpc her coofugul 
piety, who dy*d to pcefezve the life o(he(.hji5baadwtf<i»Mr«/, 
^miffidts has a^tia^edy Wthis fiibjbai;w1iWhtabbatfds iii'tlTe 
moft mafietly fkjcol^es of tei^deioefs : In p^^^euUt- the ^ft 
aa, whJich Q6«iimtl^ deki^ion of het" pi^aration^c 
deaths and of hex .behaYJovc m ic» ,gu^4ifvec W.c<i^^ :f^« 

Scvn. 
3i3 
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Sev*n were his (hips; each. Veffel fifty row, 
Skilled in his fcience of the dart and bow. 
But he lay raging on the Limnum groood, 
A poisonous Hfjdra gave the burning wound : 
880 There groan'd the chief in agonizipg fwdn. 

Whom GrujiCi at length &all wi(K nor , wiOi in vaia* 
His forces Mxdm led froxi|k himms ftioroi^. 
OUhs* fon> whom beauteous MhtnA bor«. 

Th' (Echalsan race, ii^ thofe high tpw^s contain'di 
885* Where once Bur^us in proud triumph reign'd. 
Or where her humbJcr turrets Trkcti realms, / 

Or Yfhtx^ Jihcm^i^oxi^ with rocks«.. appears; 
In thirty fail the fparkling waves divide^. 
Which Podalmus and Madtaon guide. 
890 To thefe J»is ftill their * Parent-God imparts^ 
«/4/>i- Divine prafcflbrs of tjie. healing arts.. 

The bold Ormeifian and jiftman bands 
In forty barks Ettryfyltis commands. 
Where Titan hides his hoary head. in. (how. 
Spy And where Hyptrias filver fountains flow,. 
Thy troopsy j(rgtffa Pglyptetti leads, 
.And BUo^, ihelter'd by Olympm* (hades, 
Gyrtoti^*$ yf^tiors ; and.whei;e Oitit^lies, = 
And. C>to«[^'8^ chalky diflS ififc. ' ' 
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Sprung from Pirithom of immortal race^ 

The fruit of fair Hiffedamk's embrace, 

(That day, when hurl'd from PtlM'i cToudy head. 

To diflant dens the (haggy Centaurs fled) 

With P^lyfctttsjoia'd in equal fway 

Leonteus leads, and forty fliips obey. 

In twenty fail the bold PnrhMans came 
From CyphuSf Gnnfus y^^s their leiider's name. 
With thefe the £»w»y joined, and thofe who freeze 
Where cold jyqdonin lifts her holy trees; 
^Or where the pleafing Tttarefius glides. 
And into Peneus rolls his eafy tides; 
Yet o'er the lilver furface pure they flow. 
The facred flream tmmix*d with fhreams bdo'*.' 
Sacred and awful ! Trom the dark abodes 
Styx pours them forth, the dreadful oath of Gods ! 

f» po6. /• tvtenty fail the bald Fenhsbtatis rsme,} I cannoc 
tell. whether it be woich obfeiving that^ except O^iihj, I ha:ire 
not met \rith one tranilatoi who hisis exaft'ty ptetcrr^d the 
bambcr of the (hips. ChnpmM puts eighteen undet EumelMj in- 
ftead of eleven }. H^b^ bat' t^reftty undei :Aft»UtphHs iind lot" 
■Mn inftead of thirty, and but tlkitty wckdtt MtueUm inftead of 
fixty: VairerU (thcf foim/et FfWM^ ttanflatoi) has given ^^«* 
k«Mr forty for uxty* and A^«r forty for ninety : Madam Dii- 
fur gives N*/i0r but eighty. I muft confefs this traniUcion not 
to have been quite lo exaft as Ogiiij*s having cut off one 
horn the number of Ei»milm*s (hips, and two ftom thofe of 
Guntus: £Uvm and tw mtd pwemj would found but oddly, in 
^Uih^jnSt, ^|l )^ Doeia coataftti littUnieft bj icitftim;vOa 
6ch trivial aicecieii« ., .;,. ■,-, . i- ,,: u.: r.„ ;.., , .i . .» , 
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Lift under Prafkius the UdffMfumtttood^ 
Protheusthc fwift, ofdtd TMhi'04ot^!ihiQod;, 
Who dw^ where P^ot^ crown'd widipiny boi|^» 
Obfcures the glade, aad nods his fliaggy brows; 

9^^ Or where thro* flow'ry Timfh /»«MWf •ftray'^d, 
(The region ilretch'd beneath his mi^ty (hade) 
In forty, fable barks^iey ftem'd the main; 
Such were the chiefs, and fuch the Gwim tniiu 
Say next, O Mofe ! of all AchM breeds 

9*1* Who braveft fought, or rcin'd the iiobleft deeds i • 
Eumelus* mares were foremofi in the chace» 
As eagles fleet, and of Pkeritian race; , 
Bred where Pterin i &iutfid.fbunta|ias flaw^ / ; . 
And traia'd by him whO' bears the filVerbov; 

93^ Fierce in the fight; their noOrils breathed ,a fla^B^ 
Their height, their colour^ and their age the iame;- 
0*er fields of death they whirl the rapid car^ 
And break the ranks, and thunder thro* the war* 

J^. 9tf . Of niVJ tkt nkbkft fittdi.'] Thfl' COUj^lhlg t«g«1»« 
' the men tnd hoifes fceixM •dd chough, bat f/Mwer every whot 
- ueats theie noble anitnnlfl with remarkable itga^d. We vfxi 
not wonder at thif enquiry^ which ^t>*reth§ ^0 Intfnf ffOBL 
' him, who makes hts horft^ of heavenly eztraCHon lis well tf 
' his heroes s who makes his warriors- addrefs them with (pcechdi 
and excites them bv all thofe motives which flSle& a famitn 
hteaft} who describes them fltedding tears bflbtiow, in^ 
:«vai capable 0^voi<i« aad pfophety< -la imgft ^tri^ foitfS' 
Kitfi/hasnotfcmplcd to imitate him. • "j:- •. ■ 



\ 
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IX in jinns the firft renown acqiik'dy 
lile item MUllfs in his wrath retir'd : 
is was the ftrength that mortal might exceeds^ 
d his, th' uirival-d race of heaVnIy fteeds) 
t Thefts' hn now fhines in arms no more;. 
s troops, negleded on the fandy ftore, 
empty air their fportive jay'lins throw^ 
whirl the diik, or bend aa idle bow : 

>. 9)9. Ut* tffsy &c.] Th< image in tbefe lin^ of t&e 
uicmcDts of (hie MjpfMtUUm^ while *j4ihMes detain'd then 
m the fight, has an t%<\\x\^t propriety in it. Tho* they 
not in adioni their very divexfions are milltaTT, atida 
id of exeicife of arms. The coveiM.chaiiots ana fecdii^ 
r(es, make* a natural part of the pi^ure -y and ndthing is 
n than the manly concern of the captains, who as they are 
pos'd more fenfible of gjlory than the foldiers, take, no 
K in: their iltf«tfioAaV1>ut -wandtc <bi^fuily roud the 
np» and lament their beipg kept from the bactek Thii 
(eicnee betwixt the foldiers iMd the leaders (a^ Diuief ofah 
ics) is a decornm of the higheft beauty. MUfn has idmf- 
ly imitated this in the defcsipfion he frivts in his fecond 
>K of the difeifioAS of the angek diuing the abfence oC 



Vptn th* w»»^, •r in fwifi rMffrntni $ 
yPsn twrk thtir fUfj fittds, •r fhun thi g94l 
. Wkh fsfid tvMi, •r frbntid brt^M^ti firm, 

t how nobly and judieionflt has he rai(ed thi& image. In 
iponion to the natuiie of thole- mote exalted bein(;$». ilL 
tt which follows. 

Ofikrs vjitk vMjt Typhoean ruge m$re fell 
7(fnd up both fcks atU htlls^ Mid rid* the air 
in whirlwind ; btU fcArd i»lds the. wild ttMSr,. 

UnftainM 
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Unftain*d with* blood his cover'd chariots (land; 
Th' immortal courfers graze along the (Irami; 
But the brave Chiefs th* inglorious life deplor'd> 

945" And wandering o'er the camp, rcquir"d their Lord. 
Now, like a deluge, cov*ring all around^ 
The (hining armies fwept along the ground ; 
Swift as a. flood of fire, when ftorms arife. 
Floats the wide field, and blazes to the ikies. ' 

95"^ Earth groan'd beneath them ; as when angry J9v% 
Hurls down the forky lightning from above. 
On Artn^ when he the thunder throws, . j 

And fires T^fhceus with redoubled Uows, 

)^.P5o- %>is wbnnugry Joye'j The comparHbA ptecdBig 
this, of a fiie which runs thio' the corn and blaies (o he*' 
vcn, had ezpieft at once the datling of theic airoa and the 
iviftnels of their march. After which Hfrnfr having nor 
tlon'd the (band of theli feet, fnperadds another fimile, wfakk 
comprehends both the ideas of the brightnefsnod.the noiie^* 
for here (iays Eujiathms) the earth appears to kt$m aqd nMi 
at the fame time. Inde^ the firft of tnefe fimilesis rofullsod 
To noble, that it fcarce feem'd poffibl^ to be exceeded by any 
image drawn from nature. But Hmmt to raife it yet highert 
^ has gone into the marvilUus^ given a ptodigioos and fuperat* 
tural profpeft, aod ^onght down Jufiur himlclf, tiiay'd ia 
all his terrors, to dtfcharge his lightnings and thunden on 
Tyfh»us, The Poet breaks out into this dcfcdptioa with in 
air of cnthufiafm which greatly heightens the image in gene- i 
ral, while it feems to tranrport him beyond the limits of tt ' 
ezad comparifon. And this daring manner is particular to 
our author above all the aacicots, aad to Miii»m above all die 
modems. 

Where 
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Typbm preft beneath the burning load, 
feels the fury of th' avenging God* 
-Skit various /m, J^ves commands to bear, 
ylecdii on. the wings of winds thro* liquid air; 
^[^ friMm*s porch the I^ojan chiefs (he found, 
-^iTbe old confulting, and the youths around. 
' ^'pmlat^i (hape, the monarch's fon, (he chofe, 
;- -^^iHio from Mfttts tomb obferv'd the foes, 
^^^Uh on the mound; from whence in profpeA lay 
^ •fhc fields, the tents, the navy, and the bay. 
^^ yi ^ difiemUed farm, (he hafts to bring 
.-, M^C^ ^wdcome meflage to the Phrygian King. 
^ Cctfe to confult, the time for adtion calls, 

:, Wir, horrid war, approaches to your walls ! 
ijp^ jUTcmUed armies oft* have I beheld; 
\f^ ^i^c^er till npw fuch numbers charged a field. 
r^/^ Tifck ^ autumnal leaves, or driving fand, 
^,f^ The moving fquadrons blacken all the ftrand. 
'*■■ Thou, GGdlilncHiSIor/ all thy force employ, 

Memblc^ all th' .unitied bands.of Trtrj ; 
bjua ax-ray ^t cv'ry leader call . 
^c/iy^^^^^rx troops; This day demands them all, 

diyine Ihe mightyr chief alarms ; 

brgaksy the warriors rufli to arms. 

7 The 



rh4^ V 
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The gattfSfUnfoldin^poUr fbrdx-ttt-'dieirtrtiiiy 

Nations on na^os fill the dufty piain> 
980 Men, fl;eeds> and chariots (take the trembling povoLi; 

The tumult thickens, and the ftiet. rcfoii|i4. 

Amidfl the plain in ii^ of Mwa^ ftand^ 

A rifing mOunt, thft work of human hands; 

(This for Myrinm-t tomh tk* iinmortals^ know, I 

985* Tho' call'd Bat^ ii^ Oie wotld below) 

fieiidafh t^exr diieft in matttal or4er here, ^ 

Th' auxiliGH' troo^ Milhjan hafts arppear. 
The ^odl^ S$a^y kigk^ above the reft, 1 

Shakes kis huge fpear^ anidno dg fai5j)Iamycrdt : 



99oIn throngs around his native bands repair, 
And groves of lances glitter in the air. 

Divine JEneds brings tbe-Dif»^f»^ race, 
Anch'tfes' fon, hjWiik/ ftbVh etebrtcCi ' 
Born in the Diades ^t'ida"^ fctr et grove, 

99 f (A mortal mixing tvith the Queen of Love) 
jirehilocfuts a^d Acamafi. divide 
The warrior's toil$^ andxximbate fty>hii fide. 

Wko fair ZeUia's weakhy vallicis tSIr' 
Fail by the fbot of 13Hfo*s: ikred ^hiS^ 



' - ' ..* 



1000 Or drink, JBf^\ of tjqi ftMe flbo«i '-''- " ^ 

Were led by Pdndmti^ of roy^Udoft 

Tt 
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>m his art jifM defgn'd' \x> flichr, 
ivith rk« prefent of his (liftfts and bow. 
I rich Afifm and jidnflU's tow'rt; 
tree's femmits> and Pitjf»*s bow'rs; 
liei^ th« congregated trc>opf obey 
^mffnus^knA Adt^fiui eqoa^ fWay ; - 

^ops foBs; whom, ftiffd in fate to come^ * 
re forewam'd, and prophcfy'd their doom : 
rg'd them on ! the fire fbrewam'd m Tarn, 
ru(h'd to war, and p^ftr'd on the i4ain. 
ni PraHws itreato, />irr#iv'i paihire laads^ 
fflos and jf^/'ncighVring fttandsy 
great AriJU's waUs and Siliii coafi^ 
^yrfacsd$s conduct his hoft : 
^n his cai^ he- (hakes the flowing romi, ' 
T comfers thundfer o'er the plains* * . 
^crcc J>eUfgi nest^ in w»r renown^ifc^ ^ 
"om x«r/|^4'8.ever-'fertilc grounds . 
rj3Sis> tbeir brother leaders Ainet . 
and7»y*|k^the(divuie. 



^^-■^i*»c|ly m^oii JittUimi aa^ 'river, bift iftrifov' 
-^ ■^^ ^ ItabciMi^rftoddibMiiiliiiyaibgg. tMv 

irte^ tbe te «f} IM^mMi^ftt t^ud <b 
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Next Acanuu and Pyr^us lead their hofts 
In dread array, from Thrdcia%yi'mXXY coafts; 
Round the bleak realms where HilUff9ntt$s roan, 
lOij* And Boreas beats the hoarfe-refounding ihores. 

With great Enphemus the Cicfiniatu more. 
Sprung from Troez$ma» CeuSf lov'd by jFnv. J 

Pyr^hmes the PA$mM» troops attead, 
Skill*d in the fight their crooked bows to bend; 
1030 From Axius ample bed he lead^ them on» 
Axiusy that laves ^e diftant Amyd$m9 
AxiuSf that fwells with aU hi^ neighbVing rills, 
And wide around the floated region fills. 

The Pafhlagomans Pyldtmenes rules^ 
103 J* Where rich Henetta. breeds her favage mules, 
Where Erythmui rifing difts are Teen, 
Thygrovesof box, Cy^tffwi/ evergreen; 
And Vihsx^ MgiaUis and Crtf/oiM Ue, . 
And lofty 5ij/3w«^5 invaded the flty ; . , 

f. TO) 2. AxHis, tkdf fvjtils Txnth gil his iutgbk*rvfg rrl&] Ac* 
cording to the commoa reading tbis.verfe flionld^trafiilatcds 
Axius thsi dtffufei his beautifit twdttrs'^vtr tht Und, But WC iik tSor 
red by Strab* that ^xim was a muddy river, and that the anciefltt 
tmdeiilood it rhas, 'Axthn YM;rA«fi«i'«ir0 it fnfirM^^$m(H 
rivwt, TJie critidioL liel in theUft word of tiie.veifiB, . A^ 
wkich StnAp f eada A&ic^ -aild intopiet* 6£}tbe xireB «a54, .w^ofe 
waters weie ^oiik*d uaaauuitdus^ tH6we1reK.ili»fy'i4e6ubcf t|ni 
liver agreeable t^ the nilMi reMHug In //.'xx^ #.3 Si*. x'a{^ 

; 'T And 
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» And where J^arthmins roird.thro' banks of flov'rs» 
Kefleds {ler bprd'ring palaces and bow'rs. 

Here mzx^^tC^ in arms the HaUz^m^ bandy 
Whom O^ut and Epifirofbus command. 
Prom thofe Ux regions wher^ the ivn /efincs 
•The ripening filver in M^btan xs^v^^. 

TherCr Mf!^^ Chrflfms led the Mjfi^n train, 
Aii4 Augur Bnnomm^ infpir*d in vain. 
For ftern AthiUes lopt his facred head, 
Roll'd down Scamandir with the vulgar dead.' 
\ Pholrcjs and brave Afcanlus here unite 
TYiAfcanian Phrygians^ eager for the fight. 

Of thofe who round Mdiuia^s realms rcfidei 
Or whom the vales in fhade of TfrnUts hide, 
MefiUs and Anttphm the charge partake; 
rBom on the banks of Gygti filent lake. 
There, from ^ fields where wild Mamdn flows. 
High Mycdlif and Latm^s* ihady brows. 
And proud MlUtus^ came \ht Carton throngs^ 
With mingled damors, and with barb'rous tongues. 
^Amphhnachus and Nanjhs guidfe the train, 
Ndtt/ks the bold, Amphimachus the vain. 
Who trick'd with gold, and glijfring on his car, 
Rode li](ie,a Woman to the field o(^ war. 



■ ' I, 

If 
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Fool that he was I by fierce jfoUUn fLuoi 
lotifThe rivei fwept him to the briny main : 

Thcttf whelm'd with wav'ei the gawdy winioi hen 

The valiant vidoi fdz'd the golden prize. 
The ibices Uft in fair amy fnccet^ 

Which blamelets GUmau and SarpiSmAttA^ 
1070 The warlike bands that diftant Lyncyielib, 

Where gulpby Xantknt foams along tbe £dds. 




Ob»v 



Observations oh the Catalogue. 

' ' ■ "■ 

Ir we look QDon this piece with an eye to ancient learning, 
|t may DC^pDiervM, that however fahulous the. or her parts 
of H9mtj^% fj^in may be, according to the nature of Epic poe- 
try i this account of the people* princes .and countries, is 
puiely«hl(lot'iCa|» foun^d on the. real tranfaftions of thofe 
times^ai\d by hi the ipoll valuable peicc of hiftory and geo* 

. graphy lcf( us concerning the ftate of Cretce in that early pe- 
xiod. Crtect was then divided into feveial Dynafties, which 

, out Author has enumerated under tlidc refpedive princes; 
^and his diviilbn waail9C|{i*d upon Cq czz6t, that we are told of 

. many conttoverfies cOncerpinig |^e. boundaries of Gna'dn ci- 

, tics, Y()nci. Kave b/x^ declSed upon the authority of this piecr. 
StifiMtbim has colle^ed together the following inftaaces. The 
city ofOUydfn was adjudg*^ to ih^t^»lwn not w! thftandi ng tlie 
pxetenfions of c/£»/f4, becaiife Htmsr hid r^nk'dlt amon^the 

. towns bdooging to the former. Sejf»s was^iven to thole 'of 
oiiyd9s^ upon the plea 'that . he had (aid the. ^hyd»m4ns were 

. pofleiTors of Stft^^ ^bytUtf and KArubq. When the MiUfUns 
and people o£ Ptrene diiputcd their claim to Myca!*, a verfe of 
HtmiT carry'd it in favour of the Mlltfians. And the KAthniMis 
were put in pofleifion of Sdlamif by another which was cited 

■ by SoUm^ or (as Ibme think) interpolated by him for that 
. purpofe. Nay in Co high eftimatlou has this catalogue been 

■ held, that (as Porphyry .has wrltte)^). there have Keeu laws in 
ibme nations for the youth to leaxQ it by hea:t, and particu- 

. larly Cerdias (wliom Cuptrw dt Jlf^th. Homer, takes tu be Ceny^ 
, dss\ a Lawgiver of the Jd^i*l9p9htans) made it one to his coun- 
try-men. 

But if we coniider the catalogue purely as poet'cil, it will 
not want its beauties in that light. 7^'», who was none of 
the moft fuperftitious admirers of our Author, reckons it a- 
. mong thofe parts wh^ch had particularly charmed h m We 
may obferve nrft, what an air of piobabr iity is fpread over the 
, wliole poem by the patticulariung of every nation and t^eople 
. eoncern'd in this war. Secondly what an entertain- us '.c^^ 
. he pieients to us, of fo many counrries draw.i in thetr live- 
lier and mod natural colours, while we wande; a oiig\'rh 
him amidft a beautiful variety of towus, havens, ioi Os, 

. X« a vine- 
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y\iiicfttit% ffoitiy mMutaihta and rivets \ and axe pcipetiiil- 
\j amus'd with his cft>ieivattoiis on chcdiffexoic foUih pcodoAs, 
ntuations, or piofpefts. Thixdlj, what a noble zevicw he 
paffes before us of fo mighty an army, dxawn oat In ocdec 
troojp by tit>op \ which, had the number only been told in the 
grofs, had never fiU'd the reader with fo great a notion of 
the importance of the aftion. Fonrthly, uie deicription of 
' the diflering arms and manner of fighting of the (bidien, aad 
the various attitudes he has given to the comnunders : Of 
the(e leaders, the greateft part are eitlier the iaacdhtte Ihtos 
of Gods, oc the defcendenn of Gods ; and how near an idtea 
muft we have of a war, tope waging^ of which fo many De* 
mi-gods and heroes tie aflemblein Fifthly^ the feveral aft- 
Ibi complements he paid by this means to his own country fa 
general, and many ol his contemporaries in paiticniai, b/ a 
celebration of the^nealog^, ancient ftau, and doteinmis 
of the great men of his time. Sixthly, the ameable mixtihe 
of nanations from paifagetof hiftory or Fables, with iHiMi 
he amufes and rtlieves os at proper intervals. And Itftlyt 
the admirable judgment wfaeiewith he inTiodnces tiiis wh«Ie 
catalogue, juft a a time when the poftme of id&ixa in fte 
army rendered fnch a review of ab&lotc neccffity to the Gfmki i 
and in a paufe of adiooi while each waa lefieflunghimiclfto 
f rq^are for the enfiiing battels. 

MMinhiut in his SMmmUtA^ lik,s, Mf. 15. haa given ui a |a- 
didous piece of eriticifm, in the compatifon betwiat the ca- 
talogues of //#«Mr and of Virgilf in which he jnilW allows the 
p)t£erence to out Author, for the following teafons. iM^ 
{fays he) has begun his defcription from the mdftnotedpio- 
montoty of GrtHt (he means that -of ^mUsf where was Ac 
narroweft palTage to Enkms.) Prom thence w^h a regulai pio* 
grefs hedefcribes either the maritime or meditenaneantowjasi 
as their fituationsare contiguous : He nevei paJTea with liiddea 
leaps from place to place, omitting thole which lie bctwcca} 
but proceeding like a traveller in the way he hasbegnni con- 
ftanrly returns to the place from whence he digrenrd, till he 
finilheis the whole circle he defign'd. Kifjf/, on the contrary» 
has obferv'd no order in the regions defcrib'd in his cata- 
logue, /. TO. but is perpetually br^ing from the oootfecfAie 
country in a loofe ana deiiiltory manner. Tou have Ctiifiiim 
^nd 0/« at the beghtning^ next P^pHtmim and Ovm^ then A/s 
'^hich lie at a vuft diflance in EtrmU \ and immediately aftet 
Crete, Pyrii, ttk^LJSrAvifat^ places adjacent to V«jip#: From- 
hcact he is faatcK*d to Li^*wi«) thca to Hmsm, The faaie 
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ficgltgence is obfeivablein his enumeration of the aids thsit foN 
low*dTtimmt in /. 7. Macrobim next reniiirks, that all the per- 
fyas who are namM hyH§miria bis catalogue, are aftcrwanis 
iatroducM ia his battels, and whenever any others are kill*d> 
IvBXtieiicioas only a multitude in general. Whereas Vtrj^t! (he 
continaes) has ipaxM himfeif the labour of that exaftncfs s 
ff X oot only fcveral whom he mentions in the lift, are never 
heaxd of in the wax, but otheis make a figure in the war, of 
whom we had no notice in the lift Fox example, he fpeci- 
fici a thouiand men undcMMaJfuuj who came from Ciufi'*m, U io» 
f, X67. Tumui foon aftexwaids is in the (hip which had carry 'd 
King Ofimm fcom the fame place, /. 10. j^. 655. This ofuims 
was nevex nam*d befoxe, nox is it pxobable a King ihould 
(erve under Majiau, Kox indeed does eithcx M^JJictu or ofi^ 
ftOM cvei make their appearance in the battels — He proceeds 
t6 inftance fevexal othexSt who tho' celebrated fox heroes in 
tbe catalogue, have no fixtber notice taken of them through- 
oot the poem. In the third ^lace he animandveits upon the 
confttiion of the fame names ukVirpl: As where Ori»^/ in the 
ninth book is kiird by ^^l^% f* S7i- tod C§rin4us in the 
twelfth kills £^><, f, apS. AtewM is flain by Wfus^ 1.9* f, 5 54* 
tad u£n4M is aftexwaxds in putliut of Nmtut, L le. j^. 562. 
uSmm kills CMurui in the tench book, #. $6%, and JmwrnA 
•Inmea his fliape ia the twelfth) f . 224. He obfexves the 
fame obfcurity m his P^tnmjmus. Thecc is FtUinurut Ufidts^ 
and Ufix Ufiditf HiffttonBynmidtt^tnii^fyUM HjrtMidN. On 
the contrary) the caution of H»mir is femaxkable» who ha?ing 
two of the name of ^j«b, is conftantly eax^l to diftinguifS 
them by OJitm ox TtUamnim^ the Uffer ox tht grtater sA)4k, 

I know nothing to be alledg'd in defence of Vtrf^l^ in an- 
fwer to this author* but the coomaon excufe that his */£ntU 
was left aafiAt(h*d. And upon the whole* the(e are fiich txt- 
Tial flips, as gieat Wits may pals ovex» and little Cxiticks re* 
joice at. 

Bnt AUenkui has anothex temaxk, which oae may accufe of 
evident partiality on the dde of H»mtr, He blames VitgU foe 
hsfing vaxy*d tht. eapreflloA in his catalogue, to avoid the 
gwetirioA of the fame woids, and prefers the bate and ua* 
aooni'd reiterations of U9mtr% who begins alisoft every ar- 
ticle the fame way, and ends pexpetnally* Mijia«r«M viiieiiToVT*. 
ire, Perhaps the beft reafon to be given for this* had beeft 
the aitlefs manner of the fitft times, when fuch repetitiona 
tvfie not thought imgtaccfiil. This may appear from fevexal 
^te like oatiBg ia the ftdftucei u ia the twenty ilxth 
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chapter of ffmnhns^ where the tribes of Ifnul are en u iu ci a t cd 
In the plains of Modh, and each dhriiion recounted in cheftinc 
words. So in the feventh ch:]pter of the %tyeUtiMt: Ofth» 
trde ifC^d vjire fmted tvjtht tbcufstid. ^c. Bnt the WOtds of 
Ma.r»liMt are t'Ms C9fias flrtnfft putdt Mb^mij HviuM iUi JhmfHtinai 
fTitftrentUs, Sed mfcit tjuo mteh Homenim repttiti* iUd mmci dtMft 
4x tfi imit Mfi^i Potts drgnd. This IS txiBtlj in the fpiiit, tad 
aliroft in the cant} of a true modern critick. The SimflidttSf 
the t^eCtia ijuo mad*^ the Cmh Mtiqui Paetm digits^ are ezcelleat 
genet al phrafes for thofe who have no reafbns. Shmflrdiy V 
•ur word of di^guifc for afiiamefnt unpoetical negleft of ex- 
predion : The term of the Jt nt ffay <jmy is the very ibpport 
of all ignocant pretenders to delicacy ;. and to lift up oor eyes, 
and talk of the Ctniits «/«• dncunt, is at bnee the cheapeft 
way of fhewing oar own tafte, andthe&orteft wayof czittciziilg 
the wit of others our contemporaries. , ' 

One mity add to the foregoing compjicifoB b^ thefcMro ' 
anthors, fome reafons for the length ofH&mtr^ty tnd the ' 
Ihoitnefs of Virgins catalogues. As, that HMwrmi^hrliiTe • 
defign to fettle the geography of his country, tHecebeing no 
defcription of Grettt before his days j which w)u'not\he cai^ 
with Virgil, H»mer*s concern was to complement Grttct n t 
time when it was divided into many diftiif^ ftatesjf each of 
which might expe^ a ^lace in his cat'aIojg;ue': Bbt when tU 
ita!y was iwallow'd up in the CoVt dominion of 7(«mir, VifgU 
had only T^m* to celebrate. Hamer had isi numerool drm>, 
and was to defcribe an important war with great a^d variOiUi 
events, whereas KrVg/Vs fphere was much more- confined. The 
jftips of the Cruks were computed at about one thourand two ' 
hundred, thofe of v^ni»s ahd his aids but at two and SFoifty'^ 
«nd as the time of the aft ion of both poems f s the fame, mt 
may fuppofe the built of their (hips, and the number of men 
they contain'd^ to be much alike. So that if the army of /^ 
fRfr ^imounts'to about a. hundred thoufand men, that of Virgfl ' 
cannot be above four thoufand. If any one be fanher curioos 
to know upon what this computation is founded, he may fee ' 
it in the following pa fiaee of Thutydtdes, iik, f.**^ Hmmt^s fleet 
*' (fays he^ conufted of one thoufand two hundred veflels: • 
**■ thofe of the Baptians cariy'd ohe hundred and twentj men 
** in each, and thofe of PhtUffetej fifty. By thefe X fuppofe 
*' Homer expreft the largeft and the fmallef^ fiie of Diips, 
*' and theiefore mentions no other fort. But he tells us of 
•* thofe who failM with PhtieSfttes, that they fctv'd both as 
•• joaiinexs a&dfoldici8,in fayiagthe xowezs were mil of -them »^ 

^ ixchcisj 



Book II. HOMER' s ILIAD. ijp 

^ tichers. From hence the whole number will be feen, if we 
** eftimate the Ihipt at a medium between the greateft and 
" the leaft. " That is to fay, at eighty five men to each ?efl*el 
(which is the mean between fifty and a hundred and twenty) 
the total conies to a hundred and two thoufand men. Pltt^ 
tMTck was therefore in a miftake. when he computed the men at 
t hundred and twenty thonfand, which proceeded from his 
ihppofing a hundred and twenty in every (hin; the comriry 
to which appears from the above-mention'd liiips of Pbil^&tm 
tcr, as well as fxopa thofe oisAehiUes^ which are iaid to carry 
bot fifty men a-piece, in the fifteenth Uitid. f, 207* 

Befides KiVjffs imitation of this cataloguc» there has fcarce 
been any Epic writer but has copy*d aitet it } which is at leaft 
a proof how beautiful this part has been everefteemM by the 
fineft genius's in all ages. The catalogues in the ancient 
Poets are generally known, only I muft rake notice that the 
Ph9cidH and BaetitM towns in the fourth Thtbaid of StMius are 
tranflated from hence. Of the moderns, thofe who moft 
eicel, owe rhcii beauty to the imitation of fome finale parti- 
cular only of H^mer, Thus the chief grace of TAjft^g cata- 
logue confifts in the defcription of the heroes, without any 
thing remarkable on the fide of the countries : Of the pieces 
cf ftory he has interwoven, that of TMtrutt amour to CU^ 
fAM&i is ill plaeed, and evidently too long for the reft. Sftn^ 
c^s enumeration of the fir/ii/Xiand Irifb rivtrs in the eleventh 
canto of bis fourth book, i'fi^ne of the ooblcft in the world :•. 
if we confider his fubj.eft was more confin'd, and can exculc 
his not obferving the order or courfe of the country; but hit* 
variety of defcription, and fruitfiilnefs of imagination, are no 
where more admirable than in that part. M:itm*s lift of the 
fellen angels in his firft book is an exad imitation of Htmer^ 
as far as regards the digreflions of hif^ory, and antiquities, and 
his manner of inferting them : In all elfe I believe it mud be 
allow'd inferior. And indeed what Mturtbius has faid to cafl 
yirgd below HimiTy will fall much more fiiongly upon all 
the reft. 

I had (bme cauft to fear that this catalogue, which contri- 
biued (6 much to the fucccfs of the Author, (hould luin that 
of the Tranflator. A mere heap of proper names, tho' but 
for a few lines together, could afford little entertainment to 
an £»^/i')9& reader, who probably could not be apprized either of 
the neceility or beauty of this part of the Poem. Theie were 
but two things to be done to give it a chance to pleafe'him ; 
t6 xcadcs the vetfificsition very flowing and Dkufical> ant to 
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'make the whole appear t% much a Unifcafi or pUct 9fftimh^ 
MS poinble. For botli of thefe I had the example oifiinn U 
gjcaeral ; sMid VirgUy who found the neceffity m another a^ 
to give more into 4ercrijption» (ecm'd to authorife the latta 
in particular. Dionyfim ot HalicgmAjJus^ in his diicourfe of the 
£trHRm* M»d iiffo/itt9H •/ words^ proiefles to admire nothing 
more than that harmonious exadnels with which Htmn has 
placed the(e words, and ToftenM the fyllables into each other* 
16 as to derive muiick from a croud of names, which have ia 
themfelves no beauty or dignity. 1 would flatter myfelf that 
I have praftis'd this not imluccefsfully in our language, which 
U more fufceptible of ail the variety and power of numbcn, 
ihsn any of the modernt and fecond to none but the Grei( 
MndT^ffium. For the latter point, I have ventured to open the 
profpcft a little, bv the addition of a few e£»ithets or fiiort hinu 
of deicription to K>me of the places miention^d i tho' (eldom 
exceeding the com^afs of half a verfe (the fpace to which 
my Authof himfelf generally^con&nes thele piftotes in mtnta« 
ture.) But this has never becii done without the beft autho- 
xities from the ancients, which may be feen under the «• 
ipe^ve names in the Geographical Table following. 

The table itfelf I thou^t but neceflaiy to annex to thi 
inapi as my warrant for the iituations affignM in it to (evenU 
of the towns. For in whatever maps I hare feen to this pur- 
-poic, many of the places are omitted, or die fet down ar 
landom. Stfbisnm and GtrktUiu have laboured to (ettle the 
geography of old Gretct^ many of whofe miftakes were refti- 
fy*d by UHnnbirgim. Thefe however defetv'd a greater conf 
jnendatien than thole who fucceeded them } andparticolatly 
^4inf0H*s map prefixM to Dm Pin's BiUfthe^ HijUti^u^^ is mi* 
ieiably defedive both in omiflions and falfe jpladn^s } which 
1 am obliged to mention, as it pretends to be deugned ex- 
prcfly for this catalogue of Homer. I am petfuaded the grcatet 
part of my readers will have no curiofity this way, however 
they may allow me the endeavour of gratifying thofe few 
who have. The reft are at liberry CO j^als the two OK tkieg 
following leaves iinrcad» 
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A Geographical Table of thf 
Towns, Sec in HomerV Catalogvf 

•' ^Greece, with the Authorities for 
their Jituation^ as fUced in this 
Map, 

m 

B OE O T I A, under five Caftains, Pene- 
leus, (^c. containing^ 

mm 

jfVLlS, t haven on the CrdM , the fame with Tim- 

Ai Enfmem fca oppofite to ^tf, jo ftadia from Ubc/i/, on 

.^ ^ Chalets^ vhere the paf- the Ettbann Tea } bjr this place 

(age to £m^4 is nw the nveiw</»fwj Bus into that 

.XOWeft. Str4ik9, lib. 9, fea. i(nd, 

Eit9H, UtffMr defctibes it a Mjcdiefns, between TMtet 

hilly coiutrey, and Smiitt af- and Cftttds, Pamf, Bant, Neax 

tei hlm^^-'dtnfiunque juiii Stta^ Temagra ot Gr4«. Strut, L f • 

MB Mi'ffwi. T/«^. 7. Famous for its pine-trees.— « 

Hj^itf a tovm and lake of PinigtrisMycuhJlksimi^s, Sta^ 

the fame name, belonging to fins, /. 7. 

the territory of TMngrm or H^rma, cloft by MyaUtffks, 

Cr4M, Strab. K 9, Strab, i, 9. This town as well 

Scbanus^ it lay In the road as the former lay near the 

between Thebes and ^nthtdoN^ xoad from Thebes to Chata's^ 

$0 ftadiavfiom Tkebts, StreA. PA»f. Bce^t. It was here that 

ibtd, xAmfhiarai^s was fvallow'd by 

SfUUt, a towntmdex mount the earth in his chariot, from 

€^henn. Ibid. whence it recdv'd its name. 

Tbefpid^ near Haliartus under St rob. Ibid, 

Mount HeUon. PMtf. Eeeet. Jlejton, it waS fitUftte in the 

Keat the Cfri9tki4» bay, S$r4k, fens near lUletn and Hyte, not 
I $• fax from Tanagrn, Thefe three 

L 5 places 
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p^i took thdc names^ftom ThA; (fnuttellcMrie^ tikf 

being fo feaced (''E^#«> TmUu.)- rivers. Ifimnm and *«^/<|!M» 

' ' MrjftkrM, in the confines of Oii€Ar/h»von tkelake*0^v 

^rri'tf neat Platda, Thucyd, The grove coniecrated to M^ 

l.%.-~.^diit$f9fritmi9miuMm iuni in this Irlace* and cele> 

£fytbrM^ St4i. T^/^.7» ^t^tcd by H^mtrt togechet 

Pctg§»y in the waf fin»m with a temple and ftatue of 

Tit^s to ^Amthtdtm.^ Stftj^ k p^ ihat God; #et« (hewn in the 

OcMiea, in the mid-way, be- time of Famfanuu. Vuit Bmt. 

twixt tf«/i4rtiii and JiiUctrnp^ -■ '^^tfmr, Cbated on the fame 

iMf. JM^ lake, £imous fox vines. Strsk^ 

Mrir«», near Onche/fn^,. IM, Htm. • ■ 

0^«, a town on the lake Mtdnt, on the £uac hkt. 

Ctfdis, by the livci aphijpts, hid. 
next Orchtmemm, Ibid, Nifa, or A7>'y2i ^^ifiM^ Ststi' 

Efttrtfis, a (mail town of the fim) er according toStrsirt^ 1,9^ 

Thif^ims near TibfVii#. Ikid, Jfit; neax *Anthtd»n. 

Tbishe, Under mount /Jif^Kss*' xMwtludon^ a. city on^ the let* 

fA»f. Bait, fide oppofitr to EukmA^ the 

r0roiiM,fcatedontheL'ir^Ai;^f» ucmoft on the (hore toward*^ 

where it £aUs into the lake /^m'i. $trab, /. 9. r«^«« »/(•- 

Cv«>. Strab, i. 9, m» trKSj^ ^Antkid**, StMtm, 

/i«//>rfK/^ on the fame like, 1.7. '•*••' ^ 

Si rah. Ibid. Boidcnng on Ctf- xAffiidtHt foUt^ditfzoixiOt* 

fnea. and PlatJtA, Pauf, JS<foU cbm$nUs,^ Strab. /. o* . 

PUt^tOj between Cithiron and , Orcb^mtaus , ana the plaliift 

.T//ebes, divided from the latter about it, being the moA fpar 

by the iiycx^f»piu, Strub.1,9, cious of all inBatta. (Plmtrtk 

'ViridefquePUttdas, Srar,,Tb. 7. m vit, SjfUsy circa xkiedium J* 

<7/<^> in the territory, of //Mxvrdiflinguifliestheletw^ 

Tbebet, abounding with Vines, laft fibm the reft of Batti^*. 

BMccht Oiifaiun. uUhtit^ Stdt, Theywere commanded by «^ir 

7^. 7» uUaflms Ui^MUmen, 



P H O C I S, ander ScBediti^ and' Epii&»* 

pbiB) c$ntainmgy 

typMilpts y the fame with ^7'A»» adjoimng^ fo r-irwA 
w4ii//c^rrA<i according to P4«/4- fiuf fbme think it the fame 
»#!» OA the bay of CtritiUf^ mitk Dtjgbh i^W^ Pb§a^ 



Ho|^ie.rV Catalogue. 14} 

OriJI^t t fea-town on the ^ both the famtfs*- 

bty of Otrinih neat Cyrrh*, x/y^^^^/i \ coidm%to Str^b9^ 
SttiA, 1.9, . jj^^r J -S '^"'* Confining 

D«4m, npen. the Ofltiffm at •^•^•'^'•» ) tipoa Ucrk, P4$ifi; 

fMfpifM^ 4]{ion the fame rx- Lf7/tf, at the head of the 

ver, adjoini|)g |;o Orchtmer^a^ lUcx dplfigms, juft on the edge 

jnft by HjsmftUs os «.^9i»#ri4, of Pi&MrV. Ibid.^r^ftUemem^ 

Aid» . £(7iMm 0;p*(f ^^Mi^ ui^, 

L O C R I S^ i^^it/ff A|ax Oileus, containingj 

* '■."'• 

0**'> s matitime townrto- ' v^if^'W. 

waids Enbma, Strah, I. 9. r«r/7iA 

Ofus^ i.L»manciifi I^fia- ThrMtw^ onxhtMiliAnhtf, 

dia from the (ea, adiacenc to StrMb. l. 9. 

^wpea in PA»f//, i^. B»s^ri$Uy a river that paffes 

CsilUms, hy TinrtntMSr and runs into the 

i?r^, fo called from bemg bay of OEta, between O'^mj 

COvezM with ihrubs. StrahJ. 9. and Scdrflf§. Aid, 

Satrphe,fcixted between Thrw* - All thefe op^^olite to the iile 

9mm and ThermSfjU, ten fta- of £«^«4» 
dia from the Tea. lUd. 

E U B O E A, ufid^i^ Elephcnor, contamwgy 

ChAleisy the city neardl.to ihm. Near the river &if<^m/. 

the continent of Gretce^ juft Strsh, I, to. 

oppofite to sAulii ia B9o$U. /^'•j,icatedhigh. //m»> Neas 

J/r4^. /. 10. HtftidA^ Strab. Md^ 

EntrU^ between OuUci* and CAryft»j^ a city at the foot 

Certfims, Ibid. Of the mountain Oi/>4. StrAh^ 

HiftidAj a town with vine- Ibid, Between l:mrM and 0'<- 

yards over again ft Tljejfuly^ r$ftm, Pioiem. /. 3. 

i//r«i^. /. 7. «fO^«> a town neat C*rjifi%f^ 

Ofimhufy on the fea-ihoce; Strdk^Ibid^ 

ATHENS^ mder Mcncfthcus. 
ale I/le cf S4LAMIS, under Aj.axTeIamonr 
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PELOPONNESUS, the Eafi Part 
divided into Argia a»d Myccnx^ umbf 
Agamemnoni contains^ 



^Ti"» 40 ftadit fcom the 
fea. PMf, CtriM, 
Tirynthi, between «>l^«i ftod 

I Three cities lying 
in this Oidri on 
the bay of Htrmi- 
9ni,Strdy.i,t. Psmf. 
Ctrtntk, Traxjitit 
was fcated hishf 
and ^fint a rocky 
coaft. — ^ltsi% 
Trmufi€» Ovid, Fi^^ 
1. « ' gyj •/<- 



Hgrmicn, < 
iTrtftfiu, 



Jtnt CMUtSt 

£f «M4 was on the fea^fide » 
foi Strsho tells OS the people 
of MycmM made it a Nation 
foe their Oilps, Ub, %, 

EfidMvtm^ a town and little 
ifland adioiningt in the inner 

Jiarc of the JtfyMiV bajr. Stf^. 
. s. It was fhiitfol in vinea 
in H«mir*g time. 

The ifle of <j£iins, over ir 
f ain^ Epiddums, 

Mdfitd belongs to the c/fr* 
^thc (bote according to Strsk*^ 
who obferves tbatiifMMr names 
It not in the exaft order, pla- 
cing it with u^ina, StrsA^ /.s. 

Mjcenm , between CU9nt and 

%Axiu» Str, Pmnfan, 



ctamt tefvecft ^f^u ut 

Ormst on the k^nUu of 

^retkjrU^ the fame with 
PUuifidf at the fource of the 
^(hAi^m ^f9ftu, Struk, /. I. 

Si(y§il^ (aocientlT the king« 
dom of ^drd,im) betwixt Ch 
rinth and ^duum, Pmrf, A* 
fimh, 

HyffrtlUt the (ame with i^ 
li^A^dysPMtfM^^Uuue. Seal- 
ed betwikt PeiUme and HHkt* 
^frsj^, /. f . Oppofice to ?4r- 

OtMift, Hfnn defcribes it 
fituAte ?ery high s and StiucA 
Tr94Uf Onrtt mmjtkm Qtm^^ 

PMiMty bofdering on Skymi 
and Pbnnmsf 60 ftadia from 
the fea. Pimf. ^nsd. Cele- 
biatfd anciently for its wool* 
Stttk. L S. fmi. P9il. 

f Next S/tym Hes 

PiUem, irt, thai 

H*lk9^ and next 

to HtU€9^ 94E§amH 

^ StnA. i. t. HtHM 

I lies on the fea* 

I fide, 40 ftadii 

I from •/£gi 
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ne mjf part of V%LOVOimil3V$^ 
divided into Laconioi Meflcnia* Arcidhu 
MdSXii. 

LACONIA, MkJIir Mendausi r^if ftfimy;^ 

9ftjfiM^ the eapittl dtf, o« (UmMm) |o ftadU ftOMCjy^ 

ICc ii?€c £i»rfr«i« tkmm^ 

Plmrit^ pathe bty of iiiry^ JtmytU^ zo fttdit froil 

Wtf, Stnik,i,t, Jf4ft« toward tke Tea. fftJ,^ 

Utjfd^ Stftit thinks this t under the moootaia r^X'^'^* 

fioiitraAion of Mtfmm^ and Ar4^,(.J. 

Staiui ia his imitation of this IM«i, on the fea-fide. Mw. 

datalosiKi /(i.4. calls it fo. Upon die tiirerfamiw. Ani^i 

Mrjfiit undcK mount 7^7X'' ^'^* 

i^i^fW, the fame with c/£- OEtyhSf neat the promoa*- 
IM in the opinion Of frnftkUi toiy of TjMnvi. Pmi/^ £4^. 

MESSEN^A^ under Ncftor, containing^ 

?/Imv the city of Mr/«r on 0^>f4^» on the boiden of 

tha lea-iboie. Mklms, and npon the hay 

•^iMMy ftated neaz the rivei called horn k tyfsriffimu fsiji 

the (ame which Hmmr eUe* *4aiffcj|«M«. J/4ir. 7^«4. near 

whcse caUa IkrftMM^ Strnk. the mmet. So al(b PirWiMy 

JM. which wu hoilt by a cdIoot 

*^Sf!jf% the andeat Geogxa* from f99Um ia Z^^. StrJk^ 

fheu differ about the fituati- /• t. 

on ^thtitowuf but agree to HtUt^ near the iiTCt *M* 

■Jaot ii neat the fea. Vidt fbemn nU, 

itfuk. L t. ■ inStmmt Mff. DtrUm^ a field or mouatafai 

/MS m % mi km i^/. <fw, A 4* sen the fea, iMi 
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A B.C A P I i\> i^xif/f r Agapenor, mtainin^ . 



^.The moiMitaiii c^Ume^ the 
liigheft of PtUp^nefifs, on the 
borders ef ^^Ich'aia and o/lrM- 
<^'«, nttit Pheneus. P4uf,^yc4d, Jjp*, 



Under this ftood the tOQib* Strstit^J lib, f. frf finl B 



of u£fpt$i. That monument JEw)^ 
(the fame anthor tells ^us) 



Thefe three, ^4^ 
tells us. are. not tcr' 
be fbuod,'nbr fkdf 
iituation ai&gn'd^ 



ni/bt iftpod high, id[ 
.appears from HumiKi 



was.i^naining inbis tikie, tc, , and <SV4riitf ^.4. KA* 

was only a heap oT earth ino -'i^nfaqtuiitudt Emjfpt','. 

dos'd voth a wall of rough • Teiid , between ^^i^'s a^ 
fionc. Sf>4rta/P»fyk.i.4. 

Phintus, confining. on P«//«M Mdntin^d^ bordering i^oir 
tXkdilStymphtlm. Ibid, T^S'^j «>'''i'^ an3 0WabtMiMiW» 

OrdiMnnus^ confining «oii Pauf,y4riMd, 
flummt and MMtirmar iM, Stym^belut 9 confining Otf 

P&fyMfit6k.^Hppik, StmbJji 

PwrrhM/ik^ adjoining to £«• 

«f«r*. ThMcyd. Ly^^^ Pdrrbar 

m 

E L I S, under four Leader i^ Ampfaimachu% 

6?^. containingy 

' Thift city £/i^', t2o fiadia 70 dadia from ££r. Am^. /.f. > 

from the fca* P^h*/! £//4tf«'i 2. The'l7lMrrM^l^«ci^ *- ^wktcb 

Buj^rAJiwm near £/i>. tS'rm^. /. f . ftood near the .city Oltms , ax 

The phices bounded by »he the mouth of the riv^rPtfMM, 

fields of //jfTiffwr, in the tec- Ptmf. >Aihtut, .^ 1 

xitory of EUsy between ibount And ^fy/imm^ the name of 

^tlene- zn^ tht (tsL, a town or river, in the way 

Idyrfinm^ on the lea-fide > ftom Ei»t to Pifi^ Sir^k, ill. 

5%^ ISLES ofuer againji the CiMitignt of 
Elis, Acbaia^ or AcarnaDia* 

ZchinMdei Zfii.VHii(liiilfff, UM- Tbc dphMUnians undet f (yA 

4iB i^4i;<% j«;, bclo| thofc £com Sitrnts, 



(the Tame with CifhaUnid,) ward the mouth of thcA/f- 

jifl^ A}Mm, tad IhkicA. This . L v«Mi4r Mds to ificfc pU»4 
liift is' generally fupposVI to oiftlec the doifiinion^ori//^/^ 
be the landl of theie iflands fi* 9^ ^^^inii and the oppofite 
on the ean fide of CefhaUnUf Continent) by which "(^t M. 
^d nevt to it ; but th«t is, Dmht obienres ) 'casnot be 

'■ according to ff^^^r, 2o7>4- meant JB^rMpropetlyfo called; 

- itM miles in circufnferetice, 4rhich-#askever ftibpDft«ot^' 
vheieas Strt^k* gives Itbeta but, iyJTa, but only the fea-coaft 

'.to^dfa ^out. It- was rather of ^cfurn^a, opposite to t^p 
•He of the leflcx iibnds to- iOaiub..' -^^ ' '^ 

The Conttnent of ACARNANIA hni 
iETOLIA, undir Thoas. 

« 

Htmwt, (cated between Cki^ but more in the land. ^tmK 

«r and Cslyd9Mf by the Tea- /• 10. 

ftoie upon-'the rivet Evenus^ Q>«/cri, a fea.-towji. Horn, si* 

!WeSk tifcbaUis. StrabVi, 10.. tiiate.on the £aft fide of the 

0/«#/, lying above Gi^r^'w, ;Evtmh: StrMkJkid. There wa» 

.with the Evirms on the £aft 'another chalcU ar the head o£^ 

^ it, IhkL thcSvnims^ callM by ^rr«^ 

Pyluu, the fanve with Prcf- itypo-Chdieii. 
thi9n\. not far horn PieMnHg^ Csljdtti^ on thcEvtmn alfb; 

the Ifi^ of C R E T E^ undir, Id6beoeus> 

xintatning^ \ ^ 

.G«^i,.-(eated in ther.plam PlsfMSf 60 ftad. ftom C»fi- 

Iktweeo Lj^m and CikrtjttMf tjna^ za from the iea, undgr 

120 fiad. fiom L^cliu, Struk, G^nynik. Strsh. Ibid, It lay op. 

A. 10. the tiyct JardM, as appears hj 

CortjtiSt: 96. fiad. from the Hvmt^^s defcription of it ia 
•4firu4mfesL. ikid^ '. the third book of the CT^tf/i^rl 

l3rSmt 89 .fiad» £;om the . Ljcafius^ 

June iea. iiv'dj T^^'Mm^undei C^rf^Mi^rfiif • 



1 

tU I/k €f RHODES, m§$difr Tlepok^ 

mui, €ontaining^ ' 

to thofe wliD ftil ffom the ct- and 7^^«. ML 

Ybe IJlands^ Svmai (under Nircus,) Nify^ 
rusy CarpathuS) Cafus, Cos, CaljdnaC| 
iv/^^r Anciphu$ and Pbidippus. 

^e Continent £?/* THESSALY tcmi 
the JEgem/eaj under Achilles. 

xArioiPtlafgicum, (the fame /SomelnppotMthefe ! 

.which was iince called PhtbU* f two to be names of 

tis.) Strabt /. 9* ^ays that fome V the fame pUce. u 

thought this the name of a \StrMh9 fajs % tho^ 

town, others that H«ffi#r meant Fbtitfd^ y*t\M plain Hmmt di* 

by it this pan of Thefaiy in MtMMf^ \ ftingniflies them, 
fcneial, (which laft feems J Whether they veie 

moft pxobable.) Stipb. Bju^nu I cities or regioas » 

obferves, theie was a city^j^ f . StftU it. not deter 

^ inTh^afyt as well as in vaiiaM. hkp* 

Pil«f»ntufiu''i the former was The HtUtms. This denomi- 

call'd Ptidjgie in contradiftin- nation » aftetwards conunoa 

Aion tothew/^t/Wnff* for tho' to all the Gr^i^/, is heie to 

the Ptidfgi pofleft feveial pans be nnderftood only of thofil 

ef Epimsf Cme^ Pitfponnefm^ who inhabited fAr^WfTitf. Itvai 

&c. yet they retain'd their not 'till long after H§mt^t 

principal feat inThtfafy, Stt^h, time that the people of otfati 

lf;3U in V. Psnet, cities of Grette debiing alfift- 

r Both on the Ihore aace from thefe, began to 

^l^j \of Theffkfy towards have the fame name ftoa 

.. * ^ L9erii Strtib, I. p. ^- thcir conununication with 

'^* y /tfiliesinthepaflage them, as Thm^'dti reaaiki 

C of mount Or^rjrj. n, in the begiamg 9f hit fiit 

Tr^intt under the moua* booJu 



HomerV Catai«ogub. 14P 
The fillowing under Protefilaiis. 

Pkflntit on the coaft of h^^tCA^Antr—txAPyfrb^frnt 

HriMtf towaid the JM'm B\itPIi»jdcCcabc$itwkkfittu 

b^y. SinS: L 9.' exadneft to lie on the uoxe 

P7rf4|ff», beyond the moiin- towaidt Btntid^ on the coa- 

tt^AOtbrys^ had the gxo7e of £nef of Phfkittisf upon th« 

Ctret within two ftadia of it. river S^trthms ; accoxdiog to 

md, ^ which particnlaitt it muft nave 

bmuty Co ftad.from^^/i'T, it been ftated as I have placed 

'la/ highet in the land than it. Livy al(b feats it on the 

i>iv4Mf)u»iboV€moiitttMf7/. Sfmhim. 
JMI. All thole townt which were 

w^rMt on the fea fide, nadtt PrttefiUm ((ays StrMt§^-^ 

Htm, InthepaifagetofiikM. Uk. p.) bting the five laft 

iMtf. niention*d» lay on the eaften 

Pri/M«,thefitftati6nofthi* fide of the momttain (hkffK 
Iowa in Swi^ feems to be 

• 

ihtfe under Eumelu9. 

Vms^hk tht Ikttheft part fbttntalnt of l&^Ai. StrtK 
Hf M^ffufid » confining on GUfbynh 
mimut P*l*^* ^^» i- 9» Near /t/cvi, 1^ fta-town on the 

the lake of Bmht, Pttt. And P^gM^m bay. LiV/. I. 4. and 

fiCBtifiilly watec'd with the Strtk. 

Under Philo6lctcs. 

. lMMt««city.ofJtfK(dMMH Olytjm. It ftems that thtt 

#• ftadia from PyiM in Pmtm. ; piece Ucy neat iK«^». I»^«^ and 

^Mk^ Ormmummt from i(ir«^. /. p. 

rU PkMttft near where, he ikyt» DcuMirMw cau« 

ThMMM^)PA«r/Si/w, accord- fed the inhabitanu of thele 

UriUms^ S ing to the fame towns to remove to DmnhM^ 

C author, IM» on the fame coaft. 

pe Upper THESSALY^ 



If o A GeograpfAc«l fMe^ *''* 



The followmg tmdir Pddalirilis andMzchm* 

Trki, OtTrietiy.nothxftom . OBcbsUd^ the fitaatiAn Mt 
the mooncain ^wtex^,, on the' cettaiii , (bitiewheie heii dtf , 
left hand of the Pmmm, at it fotemehtloAcd towns. Sirtk* 
twa^ {t<nn Pifuim, Str^ik. L p: Aid* 

. ' ' ' ■ 

• • • , '. * I 

r 

JInder Eurypylus. 



.- 1, 



the Ftt^MM bayi ficat M^; Timmm* /Im^* 

l/»</i^r I^olypoetcs, 

'%Argilph lyiQ? Qpon the xi- r Both Ijing oflto 

Ter P#»«»/. Strnh. I, p. £/«^ ^ Ofynfut^ neat tii» 

Gyrfnt^ a city of Pm-A****!, Ol—ffm^ "S^l^eiTi/jr^, /• 
at the foot of (?(r»»/w/.. /M. C^»L 

OrtHe^ ncuPfnms iadTemftm. 

2hid: .•■-■■' 

ITjv^^r Guneus ^i/i Prothous. 

0^iE«/> fedted in the moan- nem, 2M, Tia alio calPd 

tainous countieyy towaids C- Ettrptaa 
ijmput, ikid. The riycr' Pttum tifcf from 

DidonAy among the moon* mount PiniMy and flows thro^ 

tains towards Ofymfm. .nu, Titf^e into the fciu Shrsk, /.>• 

iTitMTiJhs^ ativei xifing in and p. ' . [j 

the moantaln r«r<iriM near O- P«/ii», neat Oji, in iifP^ 

i^wf) and nuuiing into Pf- >S»i. Ht^dtLi* 






^TtfMr 






A Table of T ROY, and the Auxilit^ 
Countries. 



X niftiM. Th(& place* U; between 

I.TVmIi nndeiHwIn', whffft' Tnj usiiktPnfHiu. 

ei^al wal «/«. 'The qtliei three dynkiljci 

X, Darimt*, xai kt ^-Omtli we^C uodciJl/'iff , £<r'g« and ' 

Ihc culttl Caniuw, lyf/rr^fj tRe capital of the fiift 

|. Z(/n*,'uthafiMt^ii> «i| ArrnrfTu'i of the fecDnd 

'f, byktovJ^/Irw, nodtiMk riaii of f//iTV.r} of the ^ird 

l*«W. '■ •'■^- ■ 'f 'rfiijl.1 la il/Zfl*.., HfpiraoM 

4- iAJrtfiit, t^4fiu, fllytti not mepiioQ iheft in the cn- 

aoant TifWi undo wtir^i taJogue, having becn.befaiB 

*ih1..4mMi. . - dcfitoy'd and dtpopuUnedby 

j4 J^ff) •Mj^H •Mii* W like Crifjtj. 



7%; Juxiliar N^Oitnt. 



*"w *iid P}Um, whofe capi- 

il nil Zjirr/i, neai the place The P'f«/'^Mi'«f. aftdetPj- 

«heie Onaut KM afteiwaids tumtnn. The H*l'ajmt<u, nn- 

milt. i'tr4*. /, K- AtiOSnanAEtifinflmi. The 

The Tkrttimij hj the fide MjftHi, aodet Owiit and £*- 

if the HitnQtut oppoGie to ■nm. The fhTj^mi of ^Jl 

^, trndec^^MiMi and fj- tmU, luidec Fhireji tad ^-^ 

•HI, faS ihbre of Cittni; no- (Miki, 

lei Eufhimmi. Tbe Mmriou, nadetiti/lUt 

The F*ntimi hoai Mttiilt- tad v^nyiHt who inhibiieil 



I accoiding te Bi- 

J the firtlicimofi city of ^m uid GUmmi, ham thi 

rv^ towud the Smb. ib- btoki' af the t»a Jriata^ 

rwAf. 1. 1. wkidi nn* into ihc Tm k- 

ifrt^t * mouoitin and twiit^Af^ >diI Op*'- "^ 

piomomoij opfoCte 'to J*- vr meadiHu it to diltutuit 

mt). aid. thUAra'fioititbuwhkklia 

MdhrMitkeloBiaioaatUB Ml Ac Pnfimu, 
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•V \i- • . — . ...... ^, 

the Duel ot Meffetdus and 5Piir//. 



THE Armies being ready to engage^ a Jingle cenh 
hate is agreed lepcn between Menelaus and Paris 
(by the intervention of Hedor) for the determimim 
of the war. Iris is fent to call Helena t^ behold thefgk. 
She- Uadf her /« the walls of Tmy,. where Priam Jm 
wieh^iis^eomifiHors-obfervL^ thgGr6d2n teaders onfk 
flam below f to whom Helen gives an account of the 
chief of them. . The Kings on ^ther part take thefilemi 
oath for the conditions of the combate. The duel enfiuSt 
wherein Paris being overcome^ is fnatch'd away in e 
cloud by VenuSt and tranfforted to his apartment, Shi 
then calls Helen from the ^allSf and bfings the leven 
fog/ftter. Agatfieinnoii on ihepartoftho>*GYcdzns^ di* 
"" maHSs the re/lor attlfn of Hd4n , and the ^efformance pf 
the articles. 

The three and twentieth day ftiU continues throughout 
;- tkit book. ThefcenQ is -fonutimes in the Adi^befm 
Troy, ahdfometimes in Txoj itfelf 
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*T H I R D BOOK 

• ;„ O F T H E 

ILIA b. 

THUS by th^ leidei's cure nch mutial 
band 
}io\ts into ranks, andftietcbet o'er the 
land. 
With Ihonts tbe T>»jatii rnlhing from ^r, 
Frodaim their motions, and provoke the wat; 

So 

* Of all the book* of the JMi then li TnTce tnj more 
|leaCaK,thin the third. It mavbe divided into five puti, 
«ch ot which hu a bewuf diSctent fiom the mhti. The 
fidl centaiDi what pafi'd bnote the two umie), aad the pio- 
Mfkl of the ctmbue between Purii and UmHimt : Tbe itiea- 
MA nA fiilpcare of thcTe might j hofti, tr^cli mck juft apon 



If 5 HOMERS ILIJD. BooxH]L ^ 

jf So when indement wintm vex the plain 
With pierdog' &ofi$» or thtck-defcending rain,- 

To 

the point of JotBifig battel, uA tibc loftjMiitiiiier of ofledBg 
tnd accepting this impoitant and anexpeded challenge, have 
fomething in them wonderfully pompous, and of an amofiog 
folemnit^r* The fecond part, wliich dcfcribes the behaviott 
of Helens in this fuji Awe, hex conference with the old Kiag 
and his counfellors, with the leview of the hcioes ffom the 
battlements, is an epilbde entirely of another fbit, iiliich ei- 
cels in the natural and pathetick. The third confiftaof the 
ceremonir^of the oath on both fides, and- the preliminaria 
tfi the combatci with the beautiful retreat of PrMw, wboll 
the tendernefs of a parent withdraws from the fight of the 
duel : Thefe particulars detain the reader in expeftation, uA 
kefghten his impatience for the fisht itlelf. The fooith is 
^e deicxiption of the duel, an exaft piece of painting, vbcie 
wc feccvay attitude, motion, and action of the combatOBti 
particularly and diftinftly, and which concludes with ^ifiu* 
pi izing proprietyt in. the refcue of PArit bj Vewm, The BU- 
chine ot that Goddcfs, which makes the fifth part, and vhbft 
end is to reconcile Paris and Helens^ is admirable in evenr ci^ 
cumftances The remonftrance (he holds witb,theGpd4m' the 
xclu&ance with which ftic obeys her, the reproacheft /he afts 
upon PtfMi, and the flattery and counfhip with which he (o 
foon wins her over to him. Ii*l*» (the main cau(e of this 
war) was not to be made an odious charader^ (he is drawa 
by this great mafter with thefineft ftrokes, as a f)rail,but aot 
as an abandoned creature. She has perpetual ftroggles of Tirtnc 
on the one fide, and foftnefles which overcome them, on the 
other. Our Author has been remarkably^arclul to tcU bs 
this whenever he but (lightly names hec in the foxegoiog ptit 
of his woik, ihe is repielentcd at the (amc; ti|ne aajrepentastf 
and it is thus we fee her at large ac hetnrft appearance in the 

r relent book; which is one of tbe (horteft of the whole i^ 
Ht in recompence has beauties .olmoft in ^very Uo^i(a4iB<^ 
- of them fo obvionsy that to acknowlcxlgc them «c titi oolj 
to read t<hcm. 

f. 3. WtthAMHnhi Trofans.} The, book begins with a (b^ 
oppofitson of the MOifeof the Tr^sf^ army to the filctceof 
the GritiiMu It wasbut natiual to imagine thiSj^Si)CCChcfoi- 

4 00 



Book III. HOMER's ILIAD. t/7 

Ta warmer feas the cranes cmbody'd fly. 
With noife, and order, thro' the mid- way (kf; 

To 



mer was eompos'd of many ditfeient nations, of varioM Jan- 
guafcs and ftrangers to each others the latter were moce 
united in their neighbourhood, and under leaders of the fame 
country. But as this obfervation feems particularly infifted 
upon by our Author (for he ufes it again in the fourth book, 
it. 4>^.) fo he had a farther reafon for it. Pimarch, in his 
ricatiie of reading the Poets, remarks upon this diftinftiony 
as a particular credit to the military difcipline of the Gneki. 
And feveral ancient authors tell us, it was the manner of the 
BMt^aridris to encounter with (houts and outcries i as it conti-> 
sues ro this day the coftom of the Eaftern nations. Perhaps 
fhofe clamours were only to encoiuage their men, inftead of 
inanial inftruments. I think Sir WMlrerl^efgh fays, there ne- 
ver was a people but made ufe of fome (ort of mufick in bat- 
' tcl; Homer never mentions any in the Greeks or Trojan aimies» 
aad it is fcarce to be imagined he would omit a circumftance 
lb poetical without fome particular reaibn. The veib s*Km^ 
{«h which the modern Cr^tl^s have fince appropriated to the 
found of a trumpet, is ufed indifferently in out Author for 
othet ibunds, as for thunder in the ii^^Uind^ f,i%%, A^9< ^ 

9iiKvty^%if fAtyitf iieptvos He once names the trumpet 

£*\T)yl in a /imiUf Upon which Eufiathius and Didirmus ob- 
Cerve, that the Ufe of it was known in the Poet's time, but 
■ot in that of the Trajan war. And hence we may infer that 
H^mtr was particularly careful not to confound che manners of 
the times he wrote of, with thofe of the times be livM in. 

^, 7, Tht cTMis embody* d fly J] If wit has been truly dcfcrib'd 
to be a (imilitude in ideas, and is more excellent as that fimi- 
litude is more Huprizlng; there cannot be a truer kind of wit 
than what is fliewn m apt comparifons, efpeoaUy when com- 
pofed of fuch fubje^ as having the leaft relation to each 
other in general, have yet fome particular that agrees exa^ly. 
Of this natuie is the nmile of the cranes to the T'^ojan army, 
where the fancy of Homtr flew to the remoteft part of the 
world for an image which no reader could have expefted. 
But it is no lefs exad than furptizing. Tae likenefs Cunlifts 
ia two povatS) the noifi and the »ritri the lattei is lb obfet- 

K vable» 
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To pigmy-nations wounds and death they bring, 
10 And all the war defcends upon the wing. 
But filent breathing rage, refolv'd, and lkill*d 
By mutual aids to fix a doubtful field, 
Swift march the Greeks: the rapid duft aroufld 
Darkening arifes from the labQur'd gi;ound. 
I J Thus from his flaggy wings when Nofus (beds 
A night of vapours round the mountain-heads, 
Swift-gHding mifts the dufky fields invade. 
To thieves more grateful than the midnight (bade; 
While fcarce the fwains their feeding flocks furvey, 
20 Loft and confus'd amidft the thicken'd day: 

vable, as to have given fomt of th« ancients occafion to 
imagine, tbe cmbatteling of an army was firft learn' d from the 
clofe manner of flight of thefe birds. But this part of the 
fimile not being diredly exprefs'd by the author, has been 
oveilook*d by fome of the commentators. It may be re- 
marjk'd, that Homer has generally a wonderful clofeneis in all 
the particulars of his comparifons, notwithftanding he takes 
a liberty in his expreffion of them. He leems fo fecure of 
the main likencfs, that he makes no fcruple to play with the 
circuiTjftances ; fomctimcs by tranfpoung the order of thcnii 
Ibmetimes by fuperadding them, and lometimes (as in this 
pjiace) by negle^ing them in fuch a manner, as to leave the 
reader to fupply them himfelf For the prefcnt comparifon, 
it ha^ been taken by yi^git in the tenth book, and apply'd » 
the clamours of (bldiers in the fame manner. 

^ales fuh n$tktlms atris 
Srrym»»U dant figna grttes, attjue sthtra ttdnMitt 
Cum fonitu, fM^innt^HC Notts fUm»re fevnndt. 



Book III; HOMER's ILIJB. ifp 

So wrapt in gath'ring duft, the Grecian train 
A moving cloud, fvvept on, and hid the plain. 
Now front to front the hoftile armies Hand, 
Eager of fight, and only wait command : 

2f When, to the van, before the fons of fame 
Whom Troy fent forth, the beauteous Paris earner 
In form a God ! the panther's fpeckled hyde 
Flow*d o*cr his armour with an eafy pride. 
His bended bow acrofs his flioulders flung, 

3oHis fword befide him negligently hung. 
Two pointed fpears he (hook with gallant grace, 
And dar'd the braved of the Grecian race. 

As thus with glorious air and proud difdain, 
He boldly flalk'd, the foremoft on the plain, 

3f Him Menelaus, lov'd of Mars, efpies, 
With heart elated, and with joyful eyes : 



j^. 2^. Tht beauteous Paris cdme. In fo-m a G*d.] This fs 
meant by the epithet 0f5«t^c, as has been faid in the notes 
on the firft book, f. 169. The pidure here given of Pam^s ait 
and drcfs, is cxadly correfpondcnt to his chara^cr j you fee 
hrm endeavouring to mix the fine gentleman with the war- 
riour^ and this idea of him Homn takes care to keep up, by 
defctibing him not without the fame regard, when he is arm- 
ing to encounter Menelaus afterwards in a cIo(e fight, as he 
fliews heie where he is but preluding and flouriihing in the 
gaiety of his heart. And when he tells as, in that place, that 
he was ia danger of being ftrangled by the ftrap of his helmet^ 
lie takes notice that it was vohvMs-®-, tmbrvdtfd^ 

M 2. So 
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So joys a lion^ if the branching deer 
Or mountain goat, his bulky prize, appear^ 
In vain the youths oppofc, the mailives bay, 
^The lordly favage rends the panting prey« 

f, %f. S» joys 4 //#» iftht brMthmj^ dur^ Or m^masmffst,} 
The old fch^lisFfts refinnig on this fimile^ will iiavc it, that 
Parit is compafd to a goat on account of his incontinence, 
nnd to a flag foi his cowatdice : To this laft they make aa 
addition which is very ludicfous, that he is alfo lilienM to a 
deet for his tkiU in mufick^y ^nd cite xAriftvtli to prove that 
animal delights in harmony, which optnioa is alluded to by 
Idr. W^Utr in thefe lines : 

iJtu hve tskts ftand, snd whih /bi chitrms the tsst 
Em^iti his (fiver «» tht lifPning dtir. 

But Upon the whole, it is whimfical to imagine this compan- 
ion condlh in any thing more, than the joy which MeneUms 
conceiv'd at the fight of his rival, in the hopes of deftroying 
liim. It is equally an iojuilice to Parisy to stbuie him fot un- 
deiftanding mufick, and to reprefent his retreat as purely the 
cfFed of fear, which proceeded from his fenfe of guilt with 
zefped^ to the particular peifon of MeneUus, He appeac'd at 
the head of the army to challenge the boldeft of the enemy: 
Nor is his chara^er elfewhere in the Iliad by any means that 
of a coward. He^or at the end of the fixth book confeiTes, 
that no man could jiiftly reproach him as ftxch. Not is he 
leprefented fo by Ovid (who copyM Homer very clofely) in the 
cod of his epiftle to Helen, The moral of Homer is much finer : 
A nnve mind, however blinded with paifion, is ienfible of 
xemorfe as foon as the injur'd obje^ preients itfelf ^ and P^ 
ris never behaves hinifelf ill in war, but when his (pirits are 
deptefs'd by the conrciouruefs of an injuilice. This alfo will 
account for the feeming iiicpngrutty of Homer in this paiTage, 
who (as they would have us think) paints him a (hamuli 
coward, at the fame time that he is perpetually calling him 
the divine Parisy and Paris like « God. what he fays immedi* 
ately afterwaids iAaoTwei to HtHofi xepioof^ will make this y^ 
noxc £kar^ ' 

Thus 
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Thus fond of vengeance, with a furious bound. 
In clanging arnois he leaps upon the ground 
From his high chariot : Him, approaching ncarr 
The beauteous champion views widi marks offeaTy 

4f Smit with a confcious fenfe, retires behind. 
And fliuns the fate he well deferv'd to find^ 
As when fome (hepherd from the ruflling txtm 
Shot forth to view, a fcaly;.fcrpent fees; 
Trembling and pale,, he flarts with wild affirigbtr 

J'O And all confus'd, precipiutes his flight. 



#.47. ^sv)kwd/bifb*rd.} Thiscompaiiiba of thefefpliBt 
if finely imitated by Virgil in the fecond u^ntid, 

tm^tvifum afpris vt'.mi tfui fintHus angtum 
FrfJ^t huml niNns, tfepidufqttt repetite refagt't 
^AttolUntim ira4^ ij caruia colla tumtntem : 
Hand fiutf xAnchfgiHH vifu tremefa^s abiiaf, 

lat it may be faid to the praife of V>'rgflf that he has apply'd 
it upon an occadon where it has an additional beauty. P^rts 
upon the fight of Menelaus^s approach, is comparM to a travel- 
ler who fees a fnake (hoot on a fudden towards him. But the 
furprize and danger of sAndroitus is more lively, being juft in 
the reach of his enemies before he perceiv'd it; and the cit- 
cumftance of the ferpent^s rouzing his creft, which brightens 
with auger, finely images the fhiniiig of their arms iii the 
night-time, as they were jull lifted up to deftroy him. ScaU- 
gtr criticizes on the needlefs repetition in the words ^o-atAiyo^- 
t^ and «Lnxt»^»^*^i which is avoided in the tranflation. But 
it rauft be obfervM in genet;) 1, that little exaSiaeJfes are what 
we Oiould not look for in Homer j the genius of his age was 
too incoiic^j and his own too fiery, to regaxd them* 

M > So 
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So from the King the fliining warrior fiies^ 
And plung'd amid the thickeft Trojans lies. 

As Godlike Hf^orfees the Prince retreat, 
JHc thxis upbraids him with a gen'rous heat* 

Unhappy 

#. 55. kAs G»d-likf Hcftor.] This is the fiift place of the 
poem where HeBor makes a figure, and here it feems proper 
to give an id a of his charafter, fince if he is not the chief 
heroe of the Hind, he is at leafi the moft amiabler There are 
(everal reafons which render Heffor a favorite charafter with 
every reader, (bmc of which wilt here he ofier*d. The chief 
moral of Homer was- to expofc the ill efFe^s of dKcotds the 
Greeks were to be fhewn difunitcd, and to render the difunion 
the more probable, he has defignedly given tliem mixt cha- 
. takers. The Trojans^ on the other hand, were to be rcprc- 
iented making all advantages of the others difagreemect , 
which they could not do without a &ti6t union among them* 
i'c]ves. Heffor therefore, who comman4ed them, muft been- 
duM with all fuch qualifications as tended to the prefetvation 
of it 3 as s>ichtUis with fuclf as promoted thie contrary. The 
one ftands in comrade to the other, an accomplilh'd charaftei 
of valour unruffled by rage and anger, and uniting his people 
by his prudence and example. Heifor has alfo a foil to fct 
him of¥ in his own family \ we are perpetually oppofing in 
our own minds the incontinence of Varis, who expofes his 
country, to the temperance of He^»r who prote&s it. And 
indeed it is this Jove of his country, which appears his prin- 
cipal pa(fion, and the motive of all his adions. He has no 
other blemifh than that he fights in an unjotl caufe, which 
Homer has yet been careful to tell us he would not do, if his . 
opinion were followed. But fince he cannot prevail, the af- 
fection he bears to his parents and kindred, and his defiie of 
defending them, incites him to do his ucmoft for their CiSttj. 
We may add, that Homer having io many Greek^i to celebrate, 
tn^krs them fiiine in their turns, and fingly in their (everal 
books, one fucceeding in the abf'ence of another : Whereas 
fft^or appears in every battel the life and foul of \^U party« 
and the conftant bulwaik againft every enemy : He ftands a- 
gainft s/4^am*mn9n*s magnaaimity, Diomtd^s bravery, ^jax's 

ftiengtb) 
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r Unhappy Pt^ns! but to women brave ! 
So fairly form'd, and only to deceive! 
Oh had'il thou dy'd when firft thou faw*fl the light. 
Or dy'd at lead before thy nuptial rite \ 

ftrength, and ^ihWej^s fury. There is beHdcs, an accidental 
caufc for our liking binr, from reading the writers of the v^«- 
guftmt age (efpecially Viriif) whofe favorite he grew more par- 
ticularly from the time when the CafAn ^nfy'dto derive their 
pedigree from Ttqj, 

f^ 5 J. Vnhsirpy Yaris, &€."] It may oc obfcrvM in honour of 
Homtr*i judgment, that the words which HeS^r is- made to 
ipeak here) very ftrongly mark his charad^er. They contain 
a waxm reproach of cowaf dice^ and (hew hr.m to be touch*d 
with Co high a (enfe of glory, as to think life infupporcable 
without it. His calling to mind the ga?lant figure which P4- 
ru had made in his amours to lleUrij and oppodng to it the 
image 6f his flight from hei husband, is a farcafm of the ut- 
niou bitternefs and vivacity. After he has named that a^ioi^ 
of the rape, the caufe of fo many mifchiefs, his infifting upon 
it i£L-fo many broken periods, thofe disjointed ihortncHes of 
Ipecch* 

That hafly manner of exprefGon without the connexion of 
particles, is (as Eujfathius remarks J extreamly natural to a 
'man ia anger, who thinks he can never vent himfelf too foon. 
That contempt of outward (hew, of the gracefulnefs of per- 
fon, and of the accomplifhments of a courtly life, is what cor- 
refponds very well with the warlike temper of HtSor j and 
theft verfes have therefore a beauty here which they want in 
Horsue^ however admirably he has tranilated them, in the ode 
of ii(rtni*s ^ro^hi^y, 

Ntc^uic^Ham Veneris prd/id'o fcr»x^ 
Pt&es e^tftriem j. grMtujue faminis 
JmbiUi iitherti earmind dividis, 6cc» 
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A better fate, than vainly thus to boa(l» 
60 And fly, the fcandal of thy Tr(^an holl. 
Gods ! how the fcornful Gn$ks exult to fee 
Their fears of danger undcceiv'd in thee ! 
Thy figure promised with a martial air. 
But ill thy foul fupplies a form fo fair. 
6$ In former days, in all thy gallant pride, 

When thy tall (hips triumphant ftem'd the tide. 
When Greece beheld thy painted canvas flow. 
And crowds Hood wond'ring at the pai£ng (how ^ 
Say, was it thus, with fuch a bafBed mien, 
^qYou met th* approaches of the Spartan Queen, 
Thus from her realm convey'd the beauteous prize,* 
^fhtft. And *both her warlike lords outfliin*d in Helens eyes ? 

's and 

«/w«/tf-'Phis deed, thy foes delight, thy own difgrace,. 
Thy father's grief, and ruin of thy race; 
75* This deed recalls th^e to the profFer'd fight; 
Or haft thou injured whom thou dar'fl not right? 
Soon to thy coft the field would make the luiow 
Thpu keep'ft the confort of a braver foe. 

j^, 7i. ^nd both her wdMe Urds.'] The original is Nvcr ^f 
/^v auXMnrxm, The f^ufe «f martial nun. 1 wonder why Ma- 
dam Dacirr chofc to turn it sAUiit m tant de brAvt4 guerrUrSy finCC 

it fo naturally refers, to Tlitftm aa4 Miu^knj, the fosmex hof- 
bands of HtUnA^ 

Thy 
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Thy graceful form inftilling foft dcfirc, 
Jo Thy curling trcffcs, and thy filvcr lyre. 
Beauty and youth, in vain to thefe you truft. 
When youth and beauty (hall be laid in dud : 
rr»y yet may wakc^ and one avenging blow 
Crufli the dire author of his country's woe. 
iy His filcnce here, with blurties, Paris breaks; 

Tisjuft, my brother, what your anger fpcaks r 

But 

f^to. Thy curling treffes^ andtbtjtlvtr fyrt.J It is tngenioofly 
lemarkM by Dacier, tJiat Homers who celebrates the Greeki for 
their long hair [K«^»ic9ftoa»irTaic *A;t4iitc3 and sAchilles for hf» 
skill on the harp> makes HeSltr in this place objefb them both 
to Paris. The Gretk: nourifh'd their hair to appeat more dread- 
ful CO the enemy, and PAris to pleafe the eyes of women* 
KAtflles fung to ills harp the a^s of Heroes, and Paris the 
amours of lovers. The fame reafon which makes HeSor hcre- 
difpleasM at them, made sAUxandir afterwards refufe to (ec 
this lyre of Paris, when ofFcr'd to be (hewn Lohim, as PlmtLrch 
relates the ftory in his oration of the foitunc of ^Alexander. 

f, tj. One Avenging bltw.} It is in the Greek, Tou bad hem 
cUd in a coat «f fton* Giphanius would have it to mean ftoned 
to death on the account of his adultery : But this does not 
appear to have been the punilhmcnt of tnat crime among the 
Phrygians. It feems rather to Hgnify, deftroy'd by the fury of 
the people, for the war he had brought upon them i or per- 
haps may imply no more than being laid- in his grave under a> 
monument of ftones j but the former being the ftiosiger fenle 
is here followed. 

j^. 86. *Tisjufiy my het/jer.] This fpecch is a farther open- 
ing of the true charadler of Paris. He is a matter of crvLlity>r 
no iefs well-bred to his own fex than couitly to the other. 
The reproof of H*ff§r was of a fevcre nature, yet he rectsvei- 
it as from a brother and a friend, with candour and modefty^ 
This anfwer is remarka le for its fine addrefs i he gives the 
hexoc a decent and agreeable reproof for having too tuM^ 

M $. depre- 
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But who like tkee can boaft a foul fcdare. 
So firmly proof to all the (hocks of fate? 
Thy forces like fleet, a tempered hardnefs (hows^ 

9^ Still edg'd to wound, and ftiHuntir'd with blows,, 
Like (leel, uplifted by fome ftrenuous fwain, 
"With falling woods to-ftrow the wafted plain. 
Thy gifts I praife; nor thou defpife the charms- 
With whieh a lover golden Venus arms;, 

9f Soft moving fpeech, and pleafing outward (how, 
Nawiftj can gain *em, but the Gods bcftow. 
Yet, wou-d'ft thou have theproffer'dcombateftand,. 
The Grt^ki aad Trolms fcatoa either hand; 



iTepvreiated the gifw of nature. He allows the quality of coa* 
lage fts utmoft due, but dcfires the fame jufticc to thofe foftec 
accomplifhments, which he lets him know are no lefs the fa- 
vour of heaven. Then he removes from himlelf the charge 
of wiant of valour, by propofing the Angle combate with the 
very isan he had juft declined to engage j which having fhewtt 
him void of any malevolence to his rival on the one hands 
he now proves himfclf free from the imputation of cowardice 
on the other. Btmtr draws him (as wc have fcen) foft of 
fpeech,^ the natural quality of an amorous temper; vainly 
gay, in war as well as loves with a fpiru that can be furprieea 
and lecoUefted, that can receive irapreilions of fhame or rc- 
prchpnfion oa the one fide, or of generofity and courage oa 
the other 5 tlie ufual difpofition of eafy and courteous minds, 
which are moft fubjcft to the rule of fancy snd paffion. Up- 
on tiie whole, this is no worfc than the pid^ure of fl s^ 
K^igh:, and one might fanfy the heroes of tjjc BioderD lO* 
aucc we£C formM upon the model of PmHu 

< Thca 
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Then let a mid-way fpace our hofts divide^ 
oAnd, on that ftagc of war, the caufe be try'd: 

By Paris there the Spartan King be fought. 

For beauteous Helen and the wealth (he brought;. 

And who his rival can in arms fubdue,. 

His be the fair, and his the treafure too. 
>J'Thus with a lading league your toils may ceafe*. 

And Troy pofTefs her fertile fields in peace; 

Thus naay the Greeks review their native (hore^ 

Much fam*d for generous fteeds, for beauty more 
He faid. The challenge HeHor heard with joy, 
oThen with his fpear reflrain'd the youth of Troy, 

Held by tbjc midft, athwart; and near the foe 

Advanc'd with fteps majeilically flow. 



#. >o8. Much fMn*d for ge',*fut fteediy fir yeAMly jTMn.l The 
orlg^al is, "K^y®" «c l-rTrij^olo^y x, A;^«ii<f3t KttwiyuvfJKn, Pet- 
haps this line is tranflated too clofe to the letter, and the epi- 
thets might have been omitted. But there are fome traits and 
particularities of this nature, which methinks preferve to the 
readec the air of Homer, At lead the latter of thcfe circumr 
ftances, that Greece was eminent fir heautifnt women, fcems not 
improper to be mentioned by him who had raii>'d a wax ou the 
account of a Grecian Beauty. 

f. 1 09. The challenge He^or heard with ;>f .] Re[{or ffays not 
to reply to his brother, but runs away with the challenge im- 
mediately. He looks upon all the Trojans as difgracM by the 
late flight of Parisy and thinks not a moment is tO be loft to 
regain the honour of his country-. The a^ivity he fitewfia 
all this afifait wondexfully agrees with the f^ixic of a foldier* 

M 6 ' While 
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While round' his dauntlcfs head the Gnasns pour 

Their ftoncs and arrows in a mingled (howY.. 
115' Then thus the Monarch great Amdis cry'di 

Forbear ye warriors ! lay the darts afide r 

A parley He^or afks, a meffage bears; 

We know him by the various plume he xwears» 

Aw*d by his high comnxand the Greeks attend, 
120 The tumult filence, and the fight fufpend. 

While from the centre He^or rolls his eyes 

Oix either hod and ihus to both applies. 

Hear, all ye Trojan, all ye Grecian bands J 

What PArts, author of the war, demands,. 
J 25* Your (bining fwords within the (heath reftraih,; 

And pitch your lances in the yielding plain. 

;i^. 12}. Hear all ye Trojans, all ye Grecian ^/««ij.] It has 
been ask'd liow the dlffe-cnt nations could underftand one a- 
jQother in rhcfe conferences , fincc we have no mention in 
Homey of any interpreter beiwccn them ? He who was to very par- 
tku4ar in the moft minute points, can hardly !iC thoujihtto. 
have been negliiient in this. Some reafons may be oflfcr'd 
that they both fi>oke the fame lanjiuage ; for the T*»janf (a$ 
Hi-^y be fecn in £)/<>». Hati.. lb. i.) wre of Gre»tan cxttASt'ioa 
Qrig niilly. Dardanus :he firft of their Kings was born m Mr- 
cadiny and even thcii names weic generally O.eek^ as Hefftr^ 
*^nch' ^', ^ndroma he, -4 /y^n.\x, ficc Of the laft of thcfe ia 
part cular, Homer gives us a derivation which is purely Greeks 
itx /' 6. ^ . oj. But howe/vi iibe, this is n» more (as Ddr 
tier n>ni:w.ic c obiervcs) thaa the jiift privilege of Poctty. 
^/£neAs a:.d T^mAi u.ide ftani eA^h other in y-^f^st^ and thci 
iangua;,- of the Poet is fu^ pos*d to be univcrfally inrelligib)e» 
aot only berwccu dideic^c couatiies^ but becwccn earth and 
k«a«cix itfelf.. X Here^ 
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Here, in the midft, in cither army's fight. 

He dares the Spartan King to fingle fight ; 

And wills, that Heltn and the raviflVd fpoil 
oThat caus'd the conteft, (hall reward the toiL 

Let thefe the brave triumphant viAor grace, 

And differing nations part in leagues of peace. 
He fpoke : in (liU fufpenfe on either fide 

Each army ftood: The Spartan Chief reply *d, 
•y Me too ye warriors hear, whofe fatal right 

A world engages in the toils of fights 

To 

f, 1 J 5. Me U9yt warrifirs'htAr^ &c.] Wc may obfcrTC whit 
caie H'^mcr takes to give cveiy one bis pioper chata^r, and 
bow this fpeech of MfmUus is adapted to the L^omck,^ which 
the better to comptehend, we may remember there are in 
Homer three fpeakers ot different chara^ers, agreeable to the 
three different k^nds of eioquence. Thefe we may compare 
with each other in one inftaifcr, fuppoilng them all.to ufe 
the fame heads, and in th.e fame order. 

The materials of the fpeech are, The manifefting his grief 
for the w^r, with the hopes tiiat it is in his power to end it 3 
an acceptance of tue piopoa*d challenge; an accoanr of the 
ceremonies co be us'd in the league > and a propofal of a 
proper caution to fccmc it 

Now had N£ ^or thefe materials to work upon, he would 
pruba- ly nave begui with a lel'tion of all tne troubles of the 
nine year's liege, which he hop'd he might now bring 10 aii 
end; tie would tourt their beaevolence and i^ood wiflbes foe 
his piofper ty, with all the figu.es of amplication ; while he 
accepted the challenge, he would have given an exHmple to 
prove that the (ingie combate was a wife, gallant, and gen- 
tle way of ending the war, psa^is*d by the.r fathers: lu the 
defcription of t£e lites he would be ejtcecdiag particulars 
aud whj:A he diofe. co demaxui the ^UvIioil of PtsAm latnec 
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To me the labour of the field rcfign; 
Me Paris injur'd; allrthe war be mine. 



than of his foBS, he woald place in oppofition on one fide 
the Ton's ^dcxon which began the war, and on the other the* 
imprc(fions of concern or repentance which it muft by this 
time have made in the father's mind, whofe wifdom he 
would undoubtedly extol as the cfieftof his age. All this he 
would have expatiated upon with connexions of the difcouifes 
in the moft evident manner, and the moft eafy, gliding, ua- 
difobliging tranfitions The cStOt would be, that the people 
would hear him with pleafure. 

Had it Ijeen Vlyjpts who was to make the fpeech, he would 
have mentioiv'dr a few of their mofiraffeding cal^mnities in a 
pathetick air ; then have undertaken the fight with teftifying 
fiich a chearful joy, as fhould have won the hearts of the fol^ 
diets to follow him to the field without being deGi'd. He 
would have been exceeding cautious in wording the conditi- 
ons ; and folemn, rather than particular, in fpeaking of the 
rites, which he would only infift on as an opportunity to 
' exhort both (kles to a fear of the Gods, and a Qiii&. regard o£ 
juftiee. He would have remonftrated the ufe of fending foi 
Priam;, ^nd (becaufe no caution could be too much) havo 
demanded his fbns to be bound with him. For a concluiioa 
he would have us'd fome noble fentiment agreeable to a he- 
roe, and (it may be) have eAforcM it with fome infpirited 
a^ion. In all this you would have known, that the difcourfa 
hung together, but its fire would not always futfer it to be 
feen in cooler tranfitions, which (when rhey are too nicely 
laid open) may conduft the reader, but never carry him a- 
way. The people would hear him with emotion. 

Thefc materials being given to MeneUusy he but jufl mcuT 
tions their troubles, and his fatisfadiion in the profpeft of 
ending them, fliortens-the propofals, fays afacrifice is necef- 
fary, requires Priam*s prefencc to confirm, the conditions, re- 
ftifes his fbns with a refentment of that injury be futferM by 
them, and concludes with a reafon for his choice from the 
pratfe of ag«, with a ffaort gravity, and the air of an apoph- 
thegm. This he puts in order without any more tranfition 
than what a (ingle conjun^ion affords. And the cffcft o( 
the difcourfe is, that the people are iiiftiudled by it in what 
is to. be done» 

Fan 
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Fall he that muft, beneath his rival's arms, 
And live the reft fecure of future harms. 
Two Iambs, devoted by your countrey's rite^ 
To Earth a fable, to the Sun a white. 
Prepare ye Trojans! while a third we bring. 
SeleAto jfiwe, th' inv^iolable King. 
f Let rev'rcnd Prjam. in the truce engage^ 
And add the fandtion of confid'rate age^ 
His fons are faithlefs, headlong in debate. 
And youth itfelf an empty W4iv 'ring ftate t. 
CooLage advances venerably wife,. 
Turns on all. hands its deep-difcerning eyes ; 
Sees what befell, and what may yet befall. 
Concludes from both, and beft provides for alL. 

The nations hear, with rifing hopes poiTeft, 
And peaceful profpeds dawn in ev-ry breaft.. 

Within- 

j^: 14T. Tvj9 Umbs devoted ] = Thc rr»;4»i (ftys the old fcho- 
liail) were required to fafcrifice two lambs ; one male of a 
whke colour, to the Sun^ and one frmale, and black, to the- 
Edrtb ; as thetS'iM is father of light, aud the Esurth the mothex 
and nurfe of men. The Greeks were to- offier a third to Jupi^ 
tiTy perhaps to Jupiter Xinius, beeaufe the Trtjans Jiad broken 
the laws of hofpitality : On which account we find MeneUm 
afterwards iny<^ixig him in tKe combate with P^rij, That 
thefe were the powers to which they facrific'd, appears by 
theic being attefted by name in the oath> ;i^. 344, &c, 

1^. 1 5 J . The nofiens bedr^ viith rifiog bepes ptjfftjt.l It fectoM 

1^0 ouue thaa what the teadcx would xeafonably expcft, ia< 
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jff Within the lines they drew their deeds around^ 
And from their chariots iffu*d on the ground: 
Next all unbuckling the rich mail they wore^ 
Lay*d their bright arm^ along the fable (bore. 
On either fide the meeting hofts are feen, 

jgQ With lances fix'd, and clofe the fpace between^ 
Two heralds now difpatch*d to Troy^ invite 
The Phrygian Monarch to the peaceful rite; 

rhe nariacion of this long war, that a period might have been 
put to it by the ffngle danger of the parties chiefly concern'i^ 
P^ris and Meieiatts. Homer has therefore taken care toward 
thebeg-nning of his Poem to obviate that obfeAion} and 
contiivM fUch a method to render this combate of no e^ 
fcv^, as fhould nanirally make way for hU the enfuing bat- 
tels, without any future rrnfpeft of a determination but by 
the fword It is f^irther worth obferv ng. in what mannerhe 
has imp oved into Toetry the common hiftory of this nCtioUf 
if (as on<* may 'mag ne) it was the lame with that we have 
in the fccojid book of Di./r* Oftenfit* Whtn Paris (fays he) 
hftr.^ wounded l>r the hear of Menelaus fell to the gronnd^ juji ts 
his adicrfdry ivas rtt'hng upSM him -ivith his fword, be tVMs /bttkj 
dn-ar>ow from PandarUS. ivh-'h prevented his revenge in the nw 
ment he was g^oina^ to take it, h/.m^diately on the fight of this Perf- 
dtomaSiion, th< Greeks ^ofe in a tumu/t^ the Trojans rr^ng at the 
fame time^ came on, and refcufd Paris fern hh enemy. Homer ha$ 
with great art and invention m'ngled all this with the mai- 
YeJlous, and raisM it in the air ot fable. The OeddeO of Levi 
lefcucs fter favourite} Jupiter debates whether or no the war 
tttsW end by the defeat of Petris; Junt is for the continuaoct 
of It j AitnervA incites Pandams to break the truce, who there- 
upon fhoots at Menelaus. Th's heightens the grandev. of the 
adion, without deftroying the verifimiliiude» divcrii£es tikt 
poem, and exhibits a fine moral , That whatevcf (ecms ia 
the world the eSctk of common caufeS) is xeally Owing l^ 
the decree and difpofittou of the Gods. 
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t^skhyUtis hallens to the fleet, to bring 
The lamb for yave, A* inTiolable King. 

Meantime, to beauteous Hekt^, from the (kies^ 
The Yirious Goddeis of the rain-bow flies : 
(Like fair Laodich in form and face. 
The lovelicft Nymph of Prinrns royal race) 
Her in the palace, at her loom flie found; 
The goldcji web her own fad ftory aown*d, 



f. Us. MiMn whiii f fr«if#Mi Helen, &c,'] Tke foMowmg 
pace, where we have the firft fight of Helena^ is what I ^xxi- 
BOC think.inferior to any in the Poem. The reader has na-> 
Cuzally sn averfion to- this pernicious beauty a\d is apt e- 
DOng^ to wonder at the G eeks fot endeavouring; to recover 
bet at iiich an expence. But her amiable behaviour here, 
the (ecret wiihes that arife in favour of her rightful Lotu, hec 
tenderaeft for her parents and relations, the relentings of her 
(bill for the mifchiefs her beauty had been the cau e of, the 
confiificin flie appears in, the rcilfiig her face, and dvonping 
a tear*i are particulars lb beautifully nuural, ms tom^ke eve- 
ry reader no lefs than MentUm himielf, inclin'd to fo give 
her at leaft, if not to love her. We are afterwards coiifirm*d 
in this piirtiality by the fentimeot of the old counfdlors up- 
on the fight of her, which one would think Homtr put into 
their mouths with that very view : We excufe her no more 
than P/'/4OT does himfelf, and all thofe who felt the calami* 
ties (he occa^onM : And this regard for her is heightenM by 
all ihe (kys herfelf s in which there is fcarce a word, that is 
not big with repentance and good nature. 

i^, X70. Thi gtlden web btr own fad Jl0ry ct^waV.'] This IS a 
very agreeable fi^ion, to xeprefcnt Htleaa weaving in a large 
Teil, or piece of tapeftiy, the ftory of the TrojoM war. One 
would thmk th^t Htmer inherited this veil, and that his Iliad 
is only ancxj^licatioa^f that admirable piece of art. Dacier, 
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The Trojan wars (he weav'd (herfelf the prize) 
And the dire triumphs of her fatal eyes; 
To whom the Goddefs of the painted bow ; 
Approach, and view the wond'rous fcene below f 
175'Each hardy Greeks and valiant Trojan Knight, 
So dreadful late, and furious for the fight. 
Now reft their fpears, or lean upon their fhields ;. 
Ceas*d is the war, and iilent all the fields; 
Paris alone and Spartan King advance, 
iSoItt fingle fight to tofs the beamy lance; 

Each met in arms, the fate of combate tries,. 
Thy love the motive, and thy charms the prizCi^ 
This faid, the many coloured maid infpircs . 
Her hufband^s love, and wakes her former fires; 
i8f Her countrey, parents, all that once were dear,. 
Rufh to her thought, and force a tender tear. 
O'er her fair face a fnowy veil (he threw. 
And, foftly fighing, from the loom withdrew.. 
Her handmaids Clymen'b and JEthra wait 
^9<^Her filent footfteps to the Suan gate. 

There fate the Seniors of the Trojan race, 
(Old Priam s Chiefs, and mdft in Priam s grace) 
The King the firft; Thymoetes at his fide;. 

Iambus and ClytiftSy long in council try'd; 

Panthu^ 
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iSy and Hketdony once the ftrong ; 
ext, the wifeft of the rev'rend throng, 
>r grave, and fage UcaUgon^ 
\ on the walls, and bafk'd before the fum 
, who no more in bloody fights engage, 
fe thro* time, and narrative with age» 
mer-days, like Gra(hoppers rejoice,, 
►dlcfs racc^ that fend a feeble voice. 

Thcfe^ 



• Like grajloppirs.'] This i« One of the fufteft and moft 
mages ia the world, tho* there have been criticks of 
tafte as to objc£^ to it as a mean one. The garruli- 
mmon to old men» their delight in afrociating with 
cr, the feeble found of their voices, the pleafure 
e in a fiinftiny day, the cffe^s of decay in their 
, leannefs, and (caicity .of blood, ate all circum- 
exadlly parallePd in this comparifon. To make- 
lore proper to the old men of Troy , Ettfidthms 
cv*d that Homer found a hint for this fimile in the 
)ry, where Tithon was fcign*d to have been tranf- 
nto a Grafhopper in his old age, perhaps on account 
eing {o exhaufted by years as to have nothing left 
voice. Spondantts wonders that Homer (hould apply 
>ppcrs OTTA \»£^o<Araeir, a fweet vnki, whereas that of 
mals is har(h and nntuneful ; and he is contented 
oflF with a very poor evafion of H»mtro fingtre ^uidU" 
it. But Hefychius rightly obferves that x«e/«? fignt-' 
o'c : tener or gracilisj as well as fu0v$s. The fenfc is 
much better, and the Hmile more truly preferv'd by 
rpretation, which is here fbtlowM in tranflating- 

However tt may be alledg'd in defence of the conx- 
ions, and of Madam Dacur*s (who has turn'd it Har^ 

that the' yirgtl gives the Epithet ras4C4 to Ctcad^e^ 
3rt€k Poets fxequently defcribc the gialhopper as a 

muiical 
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Thefe, when the Sfartan Queen approach'd the tow'r, 
In fecret own'd refiftlels Beauty's pow'r : 

nuflcal creature, particularly xAn^cnm and Thfcrims^ Idyl U 
where a fiiepheid praifet another's finging by telliog hail 

It is remarkable that Mr. H^bbes has omitted this beantifiil 
fimile. 

fy lot. Thele] tuhtn fhe Sp-irtan Fair appr^sch^d.'] Madlfll 
JDdi'rr is of opinion these wjia never a Kiearei panegyricknf* 
©11 beanty. than what H^mer has fonna the art to gife ii la 
this t}\ic". An aflembly of venerable old counfellors, who 
liad fufferM all the cali^mities of a tedious war, and weie 
consul tin upon rhe methods to pur a conclufion to it, fte* 
ing the onlv canfe of it a|)pcoaching lowaidsthem, are ftrodr ^ 
With her chamis ^nd cry our, Nt lutndtr f 6cc Neveithdcft 
they aftc: wards recoiled themfeWeSy and conclude to MA 
srirti iier for the purlick (aiety. If ^•mtr kad cacryM theft 
old mens aamiratioja any farther, he had been jguilty of ott" 
laginy n.ture, and ofifeuding againil probabiluy. Tbeol^ 
arc capable Qi being touch'd with beauty by the eye; butagie 
fecures rittm from the tyiannj of pa0ion, and the e0e& is 
bix iratifitory, for prudence foon regains ks dominion Oftt- 
th< m. isomer always goes as far as he fiiould> but conftaot* 
ly flops juft where he ought. Ddcier, 

1 he fame writer compares to this the fpeeclL of H^Uftntt^t 
foldiers on thedght of Judnhy ch. %. f, it. But tho' theie 
be a lelemblance in the words, the beauty is no way paralleU 
the grace of this coniifting in the age and charaftec of thofe 
who ipeak it. There is fomething very gallant upon the 
beauty of Hden in one of Ltutan^s dialogues. Mncmry flievi 
Menippui the skuls of fever al hnc women > and when the phi- 
lofopher is moralizing upon that of HiUn, Was is f&r tkt 4 
thsujimd j^ipt Jail'd from Greece, f> many brave men dji*d^ 4^fi 
many cities were dtfirefdi My friend (fnys Mercury) *tis ir»ii 
hut ufhof you behold is only her skull ; yet* ivmld tssvt km •/ 
their opinitn, And have dent tb9 vtry f4m4 tbini^ bud jon fern bn 
face. 

They 
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•They cry'd. No wonder, fuch celclSal charms 
For nine long years have fet the world in arms; 
What winning graces ! whaf majeilick mien ! 
She moves a Goddefs, anH (he looks a Queen I 
Yet hence, oh heav'n ! convey that fatal face, 
> And from deftrndion fave the Trojan race. 

The good old Pnam welcomed her, and cry'd^ 
Approach, my diild, and grace thy father's fide. 
Sec on the plain thy Grecian fpoufe appears, 
The^friends and kindred of thy former years. 
rNo crime of thine our prefsnt fulTrings draws. 
Not thou, but heav'n*s difpofing will, the caufe; 
The Gods thcfe armies and this force employ, 
The hoftile Gods confpire the fate ofD-oy* 

' f, 211. Thegtod old Fii^in.] The chatafter oft benevolent^ 
old man is very well pxeferv^d in P*iam*s behaviour to Helena^ 
Vpon the coofuiion he obferires her ia, he encourages her, by 
attributing the misfortunes of the war to the Gods alone, 
tad" not to her faulr. This fentiment is alfo very agreeable 
to the natural piety of old agej thofewho have had thelon- 
gtSt experience of human accidents and events, being moft 
iliclin'd to afcribe the difpofal of all things to the will of 
iKtven. It is this piety that renders Priam a favourite of/it* 
ftfiTf (as we find m the beginning of the fourth book) which 
i^t fome time delays the deftmSion of Troy^ while his folt 
aatmre and indulgence for his children makes him continue 
s war which. roincs him< Thcfe are tiie two prinCL-al poinca 
m£friam*s chara^r, tho* tnere are leveial leffer particul.tri- 
ties, among which we may oblerve the curioHty and i&iaiiit 
<ive humour of old age« which gives occaHoa to the foUow- 
tBg£pi(bde, 
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But lift thy eyes, and fay> What Grnk is he 
210 (Far as from hence thefe aged orbs can fee) 
Around whofe brow fuch martial graces flbin«^ 
So tall, fo awful, and almoft divine ? 



f. 219. sAnd /47, ^}jh4X Chief i$ hell This vicw of thc Cndu 
Icffders from the waUs'of Troy, is juftly look*d upoa as an 
Bpifodc of gieat beauty, as well as a mafterpicce of conduft 
in Hemery who by this means acquaints the leaders with the 
£guce and qualifications of each heroe in a moie lively ftod 
agreeable manner. Several great Poets have been engaged 
by the beau&y of this paffage to an imitatioa of it. in the 
feventh book of Stdti'm, Phorbas (landing with s>intii*He on thc 
tower of TbebeSf (hews her the forces as they were drawn op, 
and defcribes their commanders who were ncigbouring Prin- 
ces of Betotia. It is alfo imitated by Taffg in his third book, 
where £r»»j 1/4 from thc walls of Jeruftlem points out the chief 
warriours to the King^ tho' the latter part is perhaps co- 
pied too clofely and minutely ; for he defcribes Gedfrey to be 
of a port that befpeaks him a Prince, the next of fomewhat 
8 lower ftature, a third renown*d for his wifdem, and then 
another is diftinguilh*d by the largenefs of his cheft and 
breadth of his (houlders: Which are not only the very parti- 
culars, but in thc very order of Homer*s. 

But however this manner of inttodu6lion has been admir'd, 
there have not been wanting fome exceptions to a paniculac 
or two. Scanner a&ks, how it happens that Priam^ after nine 
years fLCge, (hould be yet unacquainted with the faces of the 
0>«ci4n leaders ^ This was an old cavil, as appears by the 
Scholia, that pafs under the name of Didymus, where it is veiy 
well ani'wer'd, that Homer has juft before taken caie to tell 
us the heroes had put off their armour on this occaiion of 
the truce, which had conceal'd their perfons till now. 0- 
thers have obje^ed to PrUm*s not knowing "Vlyjfes^ who (ai 
it appears afterwards; had been at Troy on an embafly. The 
anfwer is, that this .might happen either from the dinmcis 
of Priam*s light, or defed of his memory, ox from the 
change of viyjii*s features lince that time* 
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»' fome of larger flature tread the green, 
^None match his grandeur and exalted mien : 
[e feems a Monarch, and his countrey's pride, 
lus ceas'd the King, and thus the Fair reply'd. 
Before thy prefcnce, Fatlier, I appear 
With confcious (hame and reverential fear. 
Ah ! had I dy*d, c're to thefe walls I fled, 
^Palfe to my countrey, and my nuptial bed, 
My brothers, friends, .and daughter left behind, 
- Falfe to them all, to Paris only kind ! 
For this I mourn, 'till grief or dite difeafe 
Shall waft the form whofe crime it was to pleafe! 
^5* The King of Kings, Atrides, youfurvey. 
Great in the war, and great in arts of fway : 
My brother once, before my days of (hame; 
And oh ! that flill he bore a brothers name ! 

>^. 227. B€f9ri thy pr*ftnce.'\ Helen is fo overwhelmed with 
grief and (hame, that die is unable to give a diie£^ anfwer 
to PW4W without firft humbling hcrfclf before him, acknow- 
ledging her crime, and teftifying hex repentance. And (lie 
no I'ooner anfwers by naming ^Agamemnon, but her i'orrows 
zenew at the name 3 He was ptwe my brother^ bM I am now a 
VfTttcb nnivrthy f call him ft, 

J^. 236. Great in the ivar^ and great in arts ef fway."] This 
was the veifc which Alexander the Great preferi*d to all o- 
then in tiemery and which he propos*d as the pattern of his 
own aftion8,as including whatcvec can be deiii^d in t Fiince 
Pint, Ortt* dtfnt. ^tex, i. ^ 



With 
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With wonder Prmm vicw'd the 6od-Iikc man, 
/24oExtoll'd the happy Prince, and thns began. 
O bleft AmdtsI bom to profp'roin fate, 
Succefsful Monarch of a mighty ftatc ! 
How vaft thy empire ! Of yon' matchteJs train 
What numbers loft, what numbers yet renaain? 
24j'In Phrygia once were gallant arriiies known. 
In ancient time, when Otreus fill*d the throne,^ 
When Godlike M%d»n led their troops of horfe, 
And I, to join them, rais'd the Tr&jan force; 
Againft the manlike Amax^m we ftood, 
aj'O And Sangar's ftream ran purple with their blood. 
But far inferior thofe, with martial grace 
And llrength of numbers, to this Grecian race. 

Then faid, once more he viewM the warriour-train, 
What's he, whofc arms lie fcatter'd on the plain? 



f. 240 ExtolPd the happy Prince ] It was Tcry nttural fo 
Prtam on this occafion, to compare the declining conditio! 
t>f his kingdom with the flourifliing (Utc of s^j^tmtmnenh 
and to oppofe hi& own mifery (who had loft mod of his Ton 
and his bra v. ft warriours) to the felicity of the cthct, in bein; 
yet n-aHci of fo gallant an aimy After this the humour 
old ag: Dieaks oui, in the narration of what armies he ha 
formerly fccn, and bore a part in the command of 5 as *cl 
as whac fears ot valour he had then perfoimed. Befidc 
which, this piaife of the G ttki from the mou^ of an cue 
<ny, was no iinall eucomiwi of H9jfitr*s countxeymen. 

BrOi' 
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j-f Broad is his brcaft, his (houlders larger fprcad, 
Tho' great Amies overtops his head. 
Nor yet appear his care and conduA fmaU ; 
From rank to rank he moves, and orders all. 
The (lately Ram thus meafures o*er the ground, 

'60 And^ matter of the flocks, furvcys thcsm" round. ' 
Then Helm thus. Whom your difcerning eyes 
Have (mgled out, is Uhacus the wife : 
A barren ifland boafls his glorious birth : 
His fame for wifdom fills rtie fpacious earth. 

t6j Antenor took the word, and.tl^us began : 

Myfelf, O King! hare fecn that wondrous man: : 
When trufting Ji^e and hofpitable laws. 
To Troy he came, to plead the Grecian caufe; 
(Great Menelaus urg*d the fame requcft) 

.joMy houfe was honout'd with each royal guelt: 
I knew their perfons, and admir'd their parts. 
Both brave in arms, and both approved in arts. 

Ere* 

f» 2s«. Vr»m Y4nk^t9 tMk be movts,} The yipl^nct and in- 
fpcGtion of Vlyjfts were very proper maxks to diftinguifh him* 
and agree with his charadlei of a wife man, nolefs than the 
grandeur and majefty befote defcribed are comfoxmable to that 
of Agamemnon, as the fujpreiiie luler ; whereas we find ^>x 
afterwards taken notice of only for his bulk, as a heavy He- 
tocwithout parts ox authority. This decoiam is obfervable. 

#, 271, / l^trw tbtivpirfiju* &c.] In this view of the leaders 
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Ered, the Spartsn moft engag'd our view^ 
Vhjffes fcatcd, greater reverence drew, 
ay j* When Atnm* fon harangu'd the lift'ning train, 
Juft was his fenfe, and his ezpreflion plain. 



of the army, it had been an 07ei6ght in JJwimr t% hare taken 
no notice oiMentUus^ who was not onXj one of the principal 
of them, but was immediately to engage the obfenratioo of 
the leadexin the fingle combate. On the other hand, it had 
been a high indecorum to have made Htlena fpesk of hioL 
He has therefbie pot his praifes into the mouth of ^mtntr-f 
which was alfe a more artrnl way than to hare prefented him 
to the eye of Pndm in the (kme manner with the xeft : It ap- 
pears from hence, what a regard he has had both to deceocy 
and variety t in the condu£k of his poem. 

This pafiage concerning the different eloquence of Msntiui 
^ndVlrjfts ismezpreffiblyiuftamd beantifal. The cloic Z.4ct«M. 
concifenefs of the one, is finely oppos*d to the copious, vehe- 
ment, and penetratina oratory of the other i which is fo exqui- 
$tely defcribM in the Smile of the (now falling fai, and finkio; 
deep. For it is in this the beauty of the comparKbn coofiftsi 
according to ^ntiUan^ 1, 12. f. ID. InVJyJfe famndtam (jr »««g- 
nttitdinem junxit , xui artitientm nivihms hyhemts copi4 verbtntm U- 
^ impetn parem trtlmit. We may fct in the ume light with 
' thcfc the charafter of Ne/l9r*s eloquence, which conSfted id 
foftnefs and periiiafivenels , and is therefore (in contradi- 
ilinftion to this of Vlyps) compared to honey which drops 
gentlv and ilowly : a manner of fpeeeh extreaiely natmal 
to a beoevolent old man, (uch as ATfy^tr is reprefented. ^^^ 
'J^nms has elegantly di(linguilh*d thefe three kinds of oxato0 
in the following verfes. 

Dukem in pM$cis ut Pllfthanidcmt 
JCt torrtntem ecu Duliehu 

Nm^ida di£fca: 
Et mellttd neftare vods 
Dulciafacu verba canentem 

McftoM xegem. 
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His words fuccinft, yet full, without a fault; 
He fpoke no more than juft the thing he oughts 

But 



ir. 278. H# C^ohf «» mwt than juji the thing he cMih*.'\ ChApman^ 
in hi> notes oa this place and on the fecond book, has de- 
Tot ib*d MeneUuiJ as a chatadei of lidicule aod fimplicUy. Ht 
takes advantage from the word x/yieac heie made ufe of, to 
interpret that of the fbriUnefs of his voice, which was apply'd 
. to the acatenefs of his fenle : He obferves that this (oit of 
voice is a mark of a fool$ that MentUus coming to his bio- 
thei*$ fe-aft uninvited in the fecond book, has occa(ioa*d i. 
provei;b of folly \ that the excule H§mer himfelf makes foe it 
(bccaufe his brother might forget to invite him thio' much 
bufinefs^ is purely ironical } that the epithet a^hi^ix^, which 
is often apply*d to him, (hould not be tranflated vjarlikf, but 
one who had a» ^ffeciatiorff Uvin^ war: In fhort, that he was 
a weak Prince, play*d upon by others, Oiort in ^eech, and of 
a bad pronunciation, valiant only by fits, andfometimesilum- 
bling upon good matter in his fpeeches, as mav happen tb 
the mon (lender capacity. This is one of the myfteiies which 
that tranflator boafts to have found ia Homer, But as it is no 
way confiflent with the art of the Poet, to draw the perfon la 
whofe behalf he engages the world, in fuch manner as no 
regard (hould be conceiv'd for him : we muft endeavour to 
relcue him from this mirrepre(entation. Firft then, the pre- 
fent pafTagc is taken by antiquity in general to be applyMnot 
to his pronunciation, but his eloquence. So .Aufonitu in the 
foregoing citation, and Ocero de cUris 9rni9ribus: litnelaumip" 
fum dtticem tUnm ^utdem tradit Hemerus^ fed fauca Utjmntem, And 
^tntilian, t»iz. c. 10. Hcmerus brevem cum animi jucmdittite^ ^ 
fraprtMn (id en/m eft non crrare verbis) ^ carentem frnpervacnis^ 
eloijHentram MeneUo dedit, 8cc. Secondly, tho' his coming un- 
invited may have occafion'd a jefting proverb* it may natu- 
rally be accounted for on the principle of trotherlj love, which 
fo vifibly chara&erizes both him and ^Agamemnon thrOBghout 
the poem. Thirdly, d^»Utx^ may import a love of war> but 
not an ungrounded afieftation. Upon the whole> his dia- 
rafter is by no means contemptible, tho* not of the moft 
(hining nature. He is called indeed in the 17*^ JUad /ui(xd«j(«c 
mx/t^rih ^fifi VMmTf ok one whoCc fticsx%tk>&^i xVwt,^^- 

I) ft CA\iV 
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But when X^'^Hei rofe, in thought profound, 
280 His modeft eyes he fix*d upon the ground. 
As one unfkill*d or dumb, he feem*d to (land. 
Nor raised his head, nor llretch'd his fceptred hand; 



cood rate; and lb his brother theaght him, when he preferrM 
sine before him to fight with Hti^tr in the 7*^ book. But on 
the other hand, his courage gives him a confiderable 6gure 
in conquering VariSy defending the body of Patr0c/»^f rcfcuing 
ViyJfeSf wounding HeUtjusy killing Et»ph->rbus^ &c. He is full of 
refentment for his private injuiies, which brings him to the 
war with a fpitit of revenge in the fecond book, makes him 
blafpheme Jtt^ittr in the third, when Pa-is efcanes him, and 
curie the GrecUni in the feventh, when they heutate to accept 
HtH»r\s challenge. But this alfo is qualify'd with a compaf- 
fion for thofe ^o (ii^fer in his caufe, which he every where 
manifeftsupon proper occafioBs; and with aninduftry to gra- 
tify others, as when he obeys ^jax in the fcventeenth book, 
und goes upon his errand to find K^nttbihus, with Ibme other 
condefceniions of the like nature. Thus his chara^^er is com- 
pos'd of qualities which give him no uneafy fiipworiry over 
others while he wants their affiftance, and mingled with fuch 
as make him amiable enough to obtHin it. 

f. i%6. His madefi eyrs, 8cc.] This behaviour of Vljffn is 
<»pyM by Ovid, Met, i^. 

%Afiitit dtque ockIps fdulumtellHrt moratlrs 
Suftnlit . 

"What follows in thcGr^it tranflatcd word for word runs thus: 
Hi femi*d hkf a fool ; you "would have thoH^ht him in a r^giy or A 
ivadrnan. How oddly t-liis would appear in out language, I 
appeal to thofe who h-ive read Cg'iify. The whole period 
means no more rh^n to dcfcribe thst behuvnour which is 
commonly remaikable in a modeft and fcnfibic man, who 
fpea'KS in publick: H's diffidence and refpcft gives him at his 
firft rifing a fort of confullon, wh'ch is'ndt indecent, and 
which fervcs bui the more to heighten the furprize and c- 
&ccax of tholfi who hcu ti.ai« 

But, 
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But, -vyhen he fpeaks, what elocution flows I 
Soft as the fleeces of defccnding fnows, 

-Sj" The copious accents fall, with eafy art; 
Melting they fall, and link into the heart ! 
Wond'ring we hear, and fix*d in deep furprizc 
Our ears refute the cenfure of our eyes, 
The King then ask'd (as yet the camp he vicw'd) 

ipo What chief is that, with giant ftrength cndu'd, 
Whofe brawny fliouiders, and whofe fweliing chtft. 
And lofty ftature far exceed the reft ! 
Ajax the great (the beauteous Queen reply'd) 
Himfclf a hoft : the Grecian ftrength and pride* 

^PJ* See ! bold Idomeneus fuperior tow'rs 
Amidft yon* <ircl& of his Cretan pow'rj, 
Qteat as a Gfod! I iaw.him once before. 
With Menelaus, on the Spartan fliore. 
The reft I know, and could in order name ; 

lOoAIl valiaht chiefs, arid men of mighty fame* 
Yet two arc wanting of the num^rous^JSin, 
Whom long my eyes have fought, but fought in vain : 
Ca^or and Pollux^ firft in martial force. 
One bold on foot, and one renown'd for horfe. 

Of My brothers thefe I the fame our native fliore. 

One houfc contained us, as one mother bore* 

N 3 "Perhaps 
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Perhtps the Chiefs, from warlike toils at eafe. 

For diftant Tnay refused to fail the feas : 

Perhaps their fwords fom^ noWer quarrel drawt, 
JlO Afliam'd to combate in their fifter's caufe. 

So fpoke the fair, nor knew her brothers dooai'» 

Wrapt in the cold embraces of the tomb; 

Adom'd with honours in their native fliore. 

Silent they Ikpt, and heard of wars no m<H'e. 
ji y Meantime the heralds, thro* the cmwded towa^ 

Bring the rich wine and deftin'd tiftims dowQ^ 

JdAus arms the golden goblets preft. 

Who thus the veneraWc King si^drelL 

Arife, O father of the Trojan ftate ! 
J xo The nations call, thy joyful people Wait,, 

To feal the truce, and end the &e debate. 



j^. jop. perhaps their fwfds.l This is another ftroke of Hir* 
/m's coucern : The fenfe of her crime is perpetually afflifting. 
her, and awakes upon eveiy occaiion. The lines that follow, 
wherein Homer 'gives us to und^rftand that C«/^«r and P»Umx 
were now dead, are finely introduced, and in the fpirit of poe- 
try : the mute is fupposM to kiK>w every thing, paft ftod t^ 
come, ;)nd to fee things diilant as well as prefent. 

f. 316. Mean time the heraldj^ &c.] It may not be tinplea- 
fing to the readei to compare the defcription of the ceiemo- 
nies of the league in the following pait with that of iUr^il ia 
the twelfth book. The preparations, the proceffion of the 
Kings, and their congrcfs, arc much more folemn and poe- 
tical in the laiteij ihc oa(h and abjiuations axe equally no* 
bJe in both^ 
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Paris thy fon, and Spartans King advance. 

In meafufd lifts to tofs the weighty lance; 

And who his rival (hall in arms fubduc, 
^^His be the dame, and his the t»caftire too, 

Tbus with a lafting league our toils may ceafe; 

And Tro^ poffcfs her fertile fields in peace ; 

So fliall the Greeks review their native fhore. 

Much fam*d for gen'rous fteeds, for beauty more. 
30 With grief he heard, and bade the chiefs prepare 

To join his milk-white courfers to the car : 

He mounts the feat, Antenor at his fide ; 

The gentle fteeds thro* Scaas gates they guide: 

Next from the car defcending on the plain, 
3 5* Amid the Grecian hoft and Trcjan train 

Slow they- proceed: The fage Uiyjfes then 

Arofe, and with him rofe the King of Men. 

On either fide a facred herald ftands. 

The wine they mix, and on each monarch's hands^ 
I4y Pour the full urn ; then draws the Grecian Lord 

His cutlace (heath'd befide his pond'rous fword ; 

From the fign'd viftims crops the curling hair. 

The heralds part it, and the Priiices (hare ; 

Then 

j^. 342. The curling hair.} Wc have here the whole ceremo- 
clal of the folemn oath, as it was obfeiv'd anciently by the 
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Then loudly thus before th* attentive bands 
45* He calls the Gods, and fpreads his lifted hands. 
O firil and greateil pow'r ! whom all obey, 
Who high on ldd% holy mountain fway, 
Eternal ^ovt! and you bright orb that roll 
From call to weft, and view from pole to pole! 
JO Thou mother Earth! and all ye living Ji<7(?iii/ 
Intjernal fji^r/w, and Tartarean Gods, 
Who rule tlie dead, and horrid woes prepare 
For perjiu'd Kings, and all who falQy fwear ! 
Hear, and be witnsfs". If, by Paris flain^ 
SS^T^c^tMenelaus prcfs the fatal plain; 

The Dame and treafure^ let the Trojan keep. 
And Greece returning plow the watry deep. 
If by my brother's lance the Trojan bleed; 
Be liis the weahh and beauteous dame decreed: 



mtlonc our author defciibes. I muSt take this occafion of 
xemaTkihe'that we might fpaie'ouc felves the trouble of read- 
ing mod books of GrtiUn smi^tmy only bj being well ven'd 
in Homtr, They are generally bare tranicriptions of him, but 
with this unnece0ary addition, that after having quoted any 
thing in veri'e, they fay the fame over again in pro(e. The 
%y4nti(jMit0tes H§mericm of Feithius may ferve as an inftance of 
this. What my Lord B4c«n obfeives of authors in general, is 
particularly applicable to thele of Antiquities, that they write 
for oftentation not for inftruftion, aad that their works are 
perpetual repetitions. 

Th' ap- 
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j6oTh* appointed fine let lUon julllypay. 
And ev'ry age record the fignal day. 
This if the Phrygians (hall refufc to yield. 
Arms muft revenge, and Mars decide the field.^ 
With that the Chief the tender vidims flew,c 

365* And in the duft their bleeding, bodies threw ;- 



f. 1 61. ^nd dge to age record the fignal ddy.J *H*r# j^ taro/tifioia* 
f/*r dyfi^r^TTcttrt tttxn^. This fecms the natural fcnfc of the 
Jinc, and not as Madam Dacier renders it, The tnbuu /b^ll ^ 
pard to the {ofterity of the Gtccks for ever, 1 think (he isiiniile ia 
that explication, the majority of the interpreters taking it to 
llgnifythat the viftoi; of the Grecians and this peciuiia>y ac- 
knowledgment yZ>oM/<< be rec§rdtd to all pofterity. If it me^ns any 
moiethan this, at leaft ir cannot come nptotheienfe Madamp 
Dacier gives it 3 for a nation put under perpetual tribute is ra- 
ther enflaved, than received to friendfliip aad alliance, wbiciv 
are the terms of ^Agamemnon's fpeech. It feems rather to Be a^ 
fine^ demanded as a recompence for the expencesof the war> 
which being made over to thcGreeks, (hould remain te their f 9" 
fterny for every that is to lay, which they fhould never he mo- 
lei^edfor, or which (hould never be re demanded in any age as 
a cafe of injury. The phrafe is the fame we ufe at this day^ 
when any purchafe or gcant is at once made over to a man* 
and his heirs for ever. With this will agtcc the iJioo/rrf/Ps notCy 
which tells us the.muld was repocced to have been half the- 
goods then in the belieg'd city. 

j^. 364. The chsefthe tender vtci ms Jlew.} One of thegiand 
objections which the ignorance of fome moderns has fais*d 
againft Henur^ is what they call a defcd in the mauners of his^ 
heroes. They are fliockM to find hs Kings empIoyM in fuch 
offices as. flauehtering ot beafts, &c. But they forget that fa- 
crificing was the moft folemn aft of religion, and that Kings 
of old in moft nations were alfo Chief-pridfts. Th>s, among 
ether objeftions of the fame kind > the seadex may. fee an.-* 
fwei'd ia the Fieface. 
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The vital fpirit iffu'd at the wound. 
And left the memhers quiv'ring on the ground. 
From the ftime urn they drink the mingled winc„ 
And add libations to the pow'rs divine. 

^. While thus their pray'rs united mount the fky ;. . 
Hear mighty ^^tv •' «iid hear ye Gods on high! 
And may their blood, who firft the league confound 
Shed like this wine, diihin the thirfly ground;. 
May all their conforts ferve promifcuous luft,, 

;^. And all their race be fcattef d as the duft ! 
Thus either hoft their irtipfecations join'd, 
^Which Jovt refused, and mingled with the wind; 
• The rites now ftni(h*d, rev'reftd ?riftm rofe. 
And thus exprefs'd a heart o'ercharg'd with woca. 

J^O.Ye Greeks and Trojans, let the chiefs engage. 
But fpare the weaknefs of my feeble age : 
In yCnder walls that objedl let me (hun, 
Nor view the danger of fo dear a fon. 
tVhofe arms fhall conquer, and what Prince (hall fall,, 

Jj'Heav'n only knows, for heav'n difpofes all. 
This faid, the hoary King no longer ftay'd,. 
But on his car the flaughter'd vi(ftims laid ;. 
Then feiz'd the reins his gentle Heeds to guide,. 
And drove to Tro^y Anttnor at his fide,. 
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ipo Bold Hecior and t%j(7^i now difpofe 

The lifts of combate, and the ground inclofe;^ 
Next to decide by ftcred lots prepare. 
Who firft (hall launce his pointed fpear ia air^ 
The people pray with elevated hands, * 

pj' And words like thefe are heard thro' all the bands^ 
Immortal Jtrvt! high heav'n's fuperior lord^ 
On lofty ld»% holy mount ador'd ! 
Whoe'er involv'd us in this dire debate. 
Oh give that author of the war to fate 

oo And (hades eternal! let divifion ceafe. 
And joyful nations join in leagues of peace. 

With eyes averted Ke5lor hafts to turn 
The lots of fight,, and (hakes the brazen urn.' 
Then, -P^m, thine leap'd forth, by fatal chance - 

ry Ordain'd the firft to whirl the weighty lance. 
Both armies fate, the combate to furvcy, - 
Befide each chief his azure armour lay,^ 
And round the hfts the gen'rous courfers neigfi; 
The beauteous warrior now arrays for fight,. 

loln gilded arms magnificently bright; 
The purple cuifhes clafp his thighs around,. 
With fiow'rs adorn'd, with filver buckles bound :^ 
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Lycaons corslet his fair body dreft, 
Brac'd in, and fitted to his fofter breaft; 

y A radiant baldric, o'er his (houlder ty'd, 
Sullain'd the fword that glittcr'd at his fide ; 
His youthful face a poliih'd helm o'erfpread; 
The waving horfe-hair nodded on his head : 
His figured (hield, a ihining orb, he takes> 

^o And in his hand a pointed javlin (hakes. 
With equal fpeed, and fir*d by equal charms. 
The Spartan hero (heaths bis limbs in arms. 

Now round the lifts th* admiring armies (land. 
With jav'lins fix'd, the Grsek and Trejsn band. 

^S Amidft the dreadful vale, the Oiiefs advance. 
All pale with rage, and (hake the threat'ning lance^ 
The Trojan firft his (liining jav'lin threw; 
Full on Airides ringing (hield it flew. 
Nor pierced the braien orb, but with a bound 

}0 Leaped from the buckler blunted on the ground* 

Amdes then his mafly lance prepares. 

In ad to throw, but firft prefers his prayers. 

Give me, great Jove/ to punilh lawlefs luff. 

And lay the Trojan gafping in the duft : 

Deftroy 

)^. 4J J- <J-^' ^'* ^'^' Jove J Hamer pms a prayer in the 
aomh oi MeneUm^ but none ia p<«r:»H*. AfowOuu is the perfon 
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; jDeftroy th* aggrcfTor, aid my righteous caufe. 

Avenge the breach of hofpitabk laws I 

Let this example future times reclaim. 

And gxiard from wrong fair friendfliip's holy name«. 

He faidy and poiz'd in air the jav'lin fent, 
X)Thro* Paris* (hield the forceful weapon went. 

His corslet pierces, and his garment rends. 
And glancing downward, near his flank defcends.. 
The wary Trojan bending from the blow. 
Eludes the death, and difappoints his foe r 

J But fierce Atr'tdes wav'd his fword, and ftrook 
Full on his cafque; the creHed helmet (hook;. 
The brittle ilcel, unfaithful to his hand. 
Broke fhort: the fragments gUtter'd on the fajid. 
The raging warrior to the fpacious fkics 

oRais'd his upbraiding voice, and angry eyes : 

hifuiM and innocent* and may therefore tPpfy to God for 
juftice ', but Park who is the criminal, remains ulent. Sfnitmus. 
f. 447. The brittle fetl^ unfaithful u his hand, Brtkg jh^rt^^.^^ 
This yeric is cut, to cxprefs the thing it de(cribes, thefiuipping 
fliort of the (word. 'Tis the obfervatfon of Eujlstbim on this 
line of the oxig^nal, that we do not only fee the aftion, bat 
imagine we hear the found of the breaking fword hi that of 

the words. Te^X^^ '*'• */ *r%i&tx^^ iMt^fh^ \M.mf X^e^U 
And that H»mer defisnM it, may appear from his having twict 
put in- the eHTat (which was a letter unneceirary).to can(e this 
harfhnefs in the vetfe. As this beauty could not be preferv'd 
in our language, it is-endearoin'd in the txanfiation to iitp- 
plyit with fomcthiog paiallcL ~^ 
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Then is it vain ia 2f^e himfelf to tmft ? 

And is it thus the Gods affift the juil? 

When crimes provoke us, hcav'n fucccft denies; 

The dart falls harmlefs, and the fauldiion files. 
4J: J* Furious he faid, and tow'rd the<?rm«if crew 

(Seized by the crcft) th' unha|)py warrior drew ; 

Struggling he foUow'd, while th* embroidcr'd thong 

That ty'd his helmet, draggM the chief along- 
Then had his ruin crown'd Atndes joy, 
4^ But Vtnm trembled for the Prince of Tr^^z 

Unfeen (he came, and burft the golden band; 

And left an empty helmet in his hand. 

The cafque, enrag'J, amidft the Gretks he threw; 

The Gruks with fmiles the poliftiM trophy view.. 
^(SyThen, as once more he lifts the deadly dart> 

In third of vengeance, at his rival's heart. 

The Queen of Love her favour'd champion fluoucb 

(For Gods can all things) in a veil of clouds. 

Rais'd from the field the panting youth flie led,, 
^o ^nd gently laid him on the bridal bed. 

With pleafing fweets his fainting fenfe renews,. 

And all the dome perfumes with heavenly dews,- 
Mcantirae the brighteft of the female kitid^ 

The matchlcfs tiidtn o*er the. walls retlin'd:: 
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J- To her, be(tt mth Trojan beauties, came 

- In borrdw'd form, the * laughter-loving dame. 
(She feem'd an ancient Maid, well-fkiird to cult 
The fnowy fleece, and wind the twifted wool.) 
The Goddefs Ibftly ftiook her filken veft 

S^That (hed perfumes, and whifp'Hng thus addreftv 
Hafte, happy nymph ! for thee thy Parh calls,. 
Safe from the fight, in yonder lofty walls, 
Fair as a God ! witli odours round him fpread 
He lies, and w^its thee on the well-known bed': 

iJRjNot like a warrior parted from the foe,. 

But feme gay dancer in the publick (how. 

She fpokCj and HeMs fecret foul was mov*d ; 

She fcorn'd the champion, but the man (he lov'd. 

Fair 

f, 4^^. The Goddefs f»fily /bookj &C.J Venms having convey *<l 
Paris in f«fety to his chamber, goes to Hiifna, who had been 
%edatoi of his defeat) in oidei to diaw her to his love. The 
better to bring this about, (he firft takes upon her the moft' 
proper form in the world, that of a favourite fervant-maidf 
and awakeili her paflion by reprefenting to her the besiuciful: 
figure of his peifoo. Next, alTuming her own (hape, (he 
frightens her into a complyance, notwithftanding all the: 
ftruggles of fbarr**, fesr, and eu^*r, which bieiik oik ia her 
/pecch to the Goddefs. This machine is . allegorical , and. 
means no more than the power of l»v9 triamphiAg over aHt 
the copfiderations of honour^ eafi^ and fAfety, Iv haa an cx;- 
cellent'ellcft as to the poem* in prefcxviog ftill in (bme de» 
gree our good opmion of Helena^ whom we look'u^on witk' 
tompaMon, as conftxainM by a (iipcriox power^ and whoft: 
^eecb tends to jufiify het in the eye of the reader. 

jfc4S7. Sh« fg^kt^ and Helcn'J/*0'«/»»/w4ji»«v'rf.] Nothing 



1 
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Fair Venui neck, her eyes that fparkled fire, 

490 And bieaft, rcveal'd the Queen of foft defire. 
Struck with her prefence, ftrait the lirely red 
Forfook her cheek; and, trembling, thus (Lcfidd, 
Then is it ftill thy pleafurc to deceive ? 
And woman's frailty always to believe > 

495" Say, to new nations mxift I crofs the maii^ 
Or carry wars to fome foft jifian plain ? * 
For whom mull Helen- break her fecond vow ? 
What other Paris is thy darling now I 
Left to Atrldes., (vidtor in the ftrife) 

5'O^An odious conqueft and a captive wife,. 
Hence let me fail : And if thy Paris bear 
My abfence ill, let Venus eafe his care^ 
A hand-maid goddefs at his fide to wait. 
Renounce the glories of thy heavenly ftatc,. 

JOfBe fix'd for ever to the Trojan ihore, 

His fpoufe^or flave; and mount the fkies no more. 



h more fine than this 5 the firft thought of Pdtis^s beauty oref 
comes (unawares to hcrfelf; the contempt (he had that mo- 
ment conceivM of him upon his overthrow. This motion is 
btit natural, and before (he perceives the Deity. When the 
^fte^ions of a woman have been throughly gained, thd* 
they may be alienated for a while, they foon return upon her. 
Homer kjmu (fays Madam Dtmer) wkss w§msn.ii MnUt tf 

w^jt hud 9tU§ i9V*k^ 

For 
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For mc, to lawlefs love no longer led, 
I fcorn the coward, and dctell his bed; 
Elfe (hould I merit everlailing fiiame, 

riOAnd keen reproach, from ev'rf Phrygum damet 
111 faits it now the joys of love to know. 
Too deep my anguifli, and too wild my woe. 

Then thus incens'd, the Paphlan Queen replies; . 
Obey thy pow*r from whom thy glories rife : 

1^5 Shou'd Vinus leave thee, cv*ry charm muft fly. 
Fade from thy cheek, and languifh in thy eye% 
Ceafe to provoke me, left I make thee more 
The world's averlion, than their love before^ 
' Now the bright prize for which mankind engage^^ 

'ioThen, the fad vidim of the publick rage. 

f, 507. T»r mtt to iMwiifi hvi no longer led, I fcorn tbeeowdrd."] 
We have here another branch of the female charaftec, which 




opinion of the man ftie had once defpifed.. One may and, 
that the hit iex are generally admirers of courage, and natn« 
rally friends to great loldicis. PArh was no; ftranger to this 
difpoution in them, and had foimetly endeavoui*d to give 
his miilreis that opinion of him i as appears from her te- 
proach to him afterwards. 

;i^. 515. ShtHtd Venus ieauo ffne^ ru*tj cluirm muft fly. I This 
was the moil dieadfiil of all threats, lofs of beauty and of 
reputation. Heien who had been proof to the perional ap- 
pearance of the GoddeG, and durik even reproach her with 
bitterners juft before, yields to this, and obeys all the di- 
lates of love. 

At 
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At this, the faireft of her fex obey'd. 
And yeil*d her blufres in a ffiken ftade; 
Uafeen, and filent, from the train flie moves. 
Led by the Goddeftlf the Smiles and Loves. 

S^S Arriv'd, and entered at the Palacc-gate, 
The maids officioiis round their miftrcfs wait; 
Then all difperfing, various tafks attend; 
The Queen and Goddefi to the Prince alcend* 
Full in her Pmis' fights the Qtrccn of Lore 

J'S^Had phc'd the beauteous progeny of Jwei 
Where, as he vicw'd her e&arms, flie turn'd away 
Her glowing eyes, and thus began to lay. 

Is this the Chief, who loft tofenfe of fliame 
Late fled the field, »nd yet forvives his lame?' 

S3S0h hadft thou dy*d beneath the righteous fword 
Of that brave man whom once I call'd my Lord I 



I 
G 



f.Sti, Shi f«r»V 4«Nif hn glwMng i^s."] This untenriev of 
the two lovers, p\tt*d oppo&te to «aeb other, ttad 0TC^ 
lookM by V*n»s, Parr J gazing on HeiitMy ffie mfning awiy krt 

?^es , fiitning at once with angef end k>ye , are patciculais 
nely drawn, and ^inred up to all the life of nature. EmftM- 
tbms imagines fhe looked afide in the conrcioufne fs of het 
own weaknefs, as apprehending that the beauty of Pmris ratghl 
caufe her to relent. Her barding out into paflion and re* 
(>roaches while (he is in this date of mind, is no ill pi^nre of 
frailty: Venus (as Madam -Z>4c/>r obfer?es) docs not leave 
her, and foirdnefs will imntediately iaeceed to thefe re- 
proaches. 
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The boafter PaarU oft' defir'd the day 
With Sparta % King to meet in fingle fray: 
Go now, once more thy rivars rage excite, 
rOprovoke AtrUes\ and renew the fight: 
Yet HtUn bids thee ftay, left thou unfldll'd 
Shouldit fall an eafy conqueft on the fields 

The Prince replies, Ah ceafe, divinely fair. 
Nor add reproaches to tht wounds I bear; 

S This day the foe prevailed by PMat pow'r; 
We yet may vanquish in a happier hour : 
There want not Gods to favour us above; 
But let the bttfinei$ of our life be love t 
'tliefe fefter moments Ifet deUghtS:effiploy>, 

ro And kind embWcei' (hatch the haily joy. 

Not rhm f to/df the^, when from Sfart£% &ore 

My fore'd, tny wiBmg heaVnly prize I bore, 

Whett 

J^ 54J^ sAh aaf^^ divwfy fdir,'} This snlwcr of Pan'/ is the 
€iilj one he could p6ffib)y htLVt txiade with any Aiccefs in his 
circumftance. Thvre was no other method to ceconcite hei 
to h)m» but that which is generally moil powerful with the 
fti, and which Horner («^ho was learned eveiy way) here 
ihakes ule of. 

f. SSI* Not thus I Uv*d thee,'] However Homer may be ad- 
mired for his condudl in this pafTagc, I find a general out- 
cry againft P'^ris on this occafion. PImat h has led the way 
in his treatife of reading f oets. by remarking it as a mpit 
heinous dCt of incontinence in him, to go to bed to his Lady 
ia the dAj'timt. Amon^ the commentacots the mofl vio- 
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When firft entranced in Crana'es ifle I lay, 

Mix'd with .thy foul^ and all difll»lv*d away.l 

Thus 

knt is the moitA expofitor Spimd^ft^' who will not fo much 
as allow him to fay a civil thing to Helen. MoMis, fffaminstrnf 
& fpurcm iUi ddulttr^ whit d^ Midnte fmi imminmvm ditit^ fed 
nunc mdgit ia cempi tjukm unqnam aUaSy ne quidem mm frimim 
ea iffi dedit (Ldtini ttt^ reSti •xfrimnt ro ftiVffiS^ in re venerea) 
in injula Cranae. Cum aiio^ui b$mines friati cenctibitus feleMt 
ejfe dtdemieres. I cosld' not deny tbfc reader the diveifion of 
this remark, not Spendamu the j^loiy.of his zeal* whp was bat 
two and twenty when it was written. Madam hMeitr is alfo 
very fevere upon Paris, but for a xeafon moxc natural to a 
Lady : She is of opinion that the paffion of the lofex would 
icarce have been io ezceflave as he here defctibes it, b«t for 
fear of lofiog his miftrefs immediately, as forefecing the 
Greeki would demand her. One may an^er to this lively re- 
mark, that Paris having nothing to fay for himfelf was obli- 
ged to teftify ao uncommon ardour for his Lady,, at a time 
when complements were to pafs inftead of reafons. I hopf 
to be ezcus'di if (inref<enge for her lemark upon our fexj i 
obferve upon the .behaviour of Hele» throughout this boQk» 
which gives a pretty aaroral pidore^of the manners of thehs. 
We fee her firft in tear^, repentant^ cpver*d withconfufionat 
the fight of Priam^ and fecreily inclhi'd to re^rn to her fos-" 
mer fpoufe. The difgrace of Paris increafes herdiflikeof him* 
(he rails, flie reproaches, (he wifhes his deaths and after all, 
is pirevailM upon by one kind complement, and yields to his 
embraces. Methinks when this Lady's obfervation and mine 
ace laid together, -the beil that can be made of them is to 
conclude, that Hnce both ihe C^xcs have thcux icailtiest it 
would be well for each to forgive the other. 

It is worth looking backward, to obierve the aBetory he^ 
carry'd on with rcfpeft to Helen, who lives thro* this whole 
book in a whirl of paflions> and is atiitated by turns with 
fentiments of honour and love. The GoddefTcs made ufc of 
to caft the appearance of fable over the ftory, are /"V aad 
Venui, When Helen is cull'd to the tow'r to behold her for- 
mer friends, Iris the melTcnger of Jmo ('the Goddefs of Ho- 
nouij is fent for heii and when invited to thcbed-cbambei 

of 
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^5" Thus having fpoke, th* cnamour'd Phrygian boy 
Ruftj'd to the bed, impatient for the joy. 
Him Helen followed flow with baQiful charms, 
And clai^'d the blooming Hero in her arms. 

of PMn't^ Venus is to beckon her out of the company. The 
forms they . take to carry oa thefe different afiPkixs, are pro- 
perly chofen : the one aifunning the perfon of , the daughtex 
of sAntenor, who prefs'd moft fo» her being reftor'd to Ment' 
iim-f the other the (hape of an ojd maid, who was privy to 
the intrigue with PaHs from the beginning. And in the con- 
sequences, as the one infpires the love of hex former em" 
pire, friends and coanttey ; (6 the other inftills the dread of 
bein^ caft off by all if {he.forfook her fecond choice, and 
caufes the return of ker tendernefs to Vnris, But if fhe has a 
Struggle for honouri fhe is iu a bondage to Love $ which gives 
the irory its turn that way, and mslkes Vtnm oftner appeac 
than Iris. There is;m one place a lover to be proteftecC in 
another a love-quarrct ro be made up, iu both which the 
Goddefs is kindlv officious. She conveys P^ris to Tr»y whea 
he had eTcap'd the enemy s which may ugnify hi? love.for his 
miftrefs, that hurryM him away to juftify himfelf before her. 
She fbftens and terrifies Helen, in order to make up the breach 
between them: And even when that affair is fini(h*d, we do 
not find the Poet difmiiles her from the chamber, whatcvex 
privacies the lovers had a. mind to: In which circumllance 
he feems to. draw afide the veil of h's Allegory, and to let 
the reader at lafl into this meaning of it, That the Goddefs 
of Love has been iill the while no:hing more than the Paflioa 
of it. • 

f»$$i> When firfi entrancU in Cranae*i ijle'\ It is in the o- 
riginal N»Vm iT cr K^^v^m t/uiyUju piKiTtiliy xj ^r». The true 
fcnfe of which is exptcfb'd in the tranflation. I cannot but 
take notice of a fniall piece of Prudery iii Madam Dacier, who 
is exceeding careful of Heien^s chara;.ter. She turns this pa(- 
lagc as if PAris had only her C9n ent t9 be hit hmband in this 
in^Hid. P/tHfinias explains this line in another manner, and 
tells us it was here that Paris had firft the enjoyment of her, 
that in grat'tiide for his happinefs he ^uilt a Temple of Venus 
Mrgoniiu, the m'nglet or coupler, and that the neighbouring 
coaft where it was exeded was cali'd M'i»m4n fxom fxiy^y^* 
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WbOe thefe to k)ve's delicious yapture yield, 
ffoThe ftcrn Atriies rages round the field : 

So fome fell lion whom the woods obey, 

Roars thro* the defart, and demands his prey. 

Paris he feeks, impatient to deftroy. 

But fieeks in vain along the troops of Tro^\ 
j^yEv'n thofe had yielded to t fbe ib brave 

The recreant warrior, hateful as the grave. 

Then fpeaking thus, the King of Kings arofe; 

Ye Trtjans, VarddnSf all our gen'rous foes I 

Hear and ait«ft ! from heav'n with conqucft crown'd, 
yyo Our brother*s arms ^e juil fuccefs have found: 

Be therefore now the Sfartan wealth reftor'd. 

Let Jjrgtvt Helen own her lawful Lord; 

Th' appointed fine let J)W<7» juftly pay. 

And age to age record this fignal day. 
jyj He ceased; his army's loud applaufes rife. 

And &e long ftoot runs echoing thro' the (kies, 
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; The ARGUMENT. 

The breach of the Truce, and the firft 

Battel. 



THE Gods deliberate in council concerning r^^ Trojan 
war : They agree upon the continuation of it, Mi 
Jupiter fends down'^htmerv^ to break the truce. Sheftr- 
fuades Pandarus to aim an arrow at Menclaus, who is 
woundedy hut cured by Machaon. In the mean ttm 
fome of the Trojan troops attack the Greeks. Aga- 
memnon is diftinguijhed in all the parts of a good Gene- 
ral; he reviews the troops, and exhorts the Leaders, fomt 
by praifes, and others by reproofs. Neftor is particularly 
ceUbraied for his military difcipUne. The battel joins t 
ahd ghat numbers are flain on bothfides^ 

The fame day continues thro this, as thro* the Uf 
hook, (as it does alfo thro the two following, and almofi 
to the end of the feventh book,) The fcene is wholly m 
the field before Tioy, 
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ND now Olympus' (hining gates unfold; 
The Gods, with 3**», aflume their 

Thrones of Gold: 

Immortal 



* b vai hom the beginning of ihii book (hit Vlrpl fats 
(■ben rhu of his Koth •^£^'i'i, sis the wbole lenout of the 
■Cotjr in this iind the laft book ia followed in the twelfth. 
"The (luce ind the folcmn o4tfa, the breacli of it by a d«n 
.llliown bjr Tifiwi^i, ?«• na't iacitiag the irffuHi to renew 
the wac^ the wound of utAtt., his fpeedy cuiCi and ihe bat- 
Mi enluiog. all thefe lie miaifeftly copied fiom hence. The 
Iblemiiiif , iiiiptize, and viricty of thcfc circumftaDces lecm'd 
to him of imponuice enough, to build the whole cuaftiophe 
O Of 



205 HOMERS ILIAB. Book IV. 

Immortal H«^, fi-efli with Uoom difuie. 

The golden goUet crowns with purple wine; 
S While the full bowls flow rotind, the pow'rs employ 

.Their careful eyes on long-contended Xr^. 
When ^ov9y difppsM to tompt SMwrm£% fpleen» 

Thus wak'd the fury of his partial Queen. 

Two pow'rs divine the fon oiAtreus aid, 
'O Imperial 5*w, and the martial maid ; 

But high in heav'n they fit, and gaze from far, 

The tame fpedators of his deeds of war. 



lef his work upon them \ tho' in UBimr they axe bat openiiigt 
to the general aftion, and fiich as in thdi vraimth are ftiU 
exceeded by all that fbllowchem. They are chofen, we gtanr, 
by Vtrfil with great judgment, and conclude his Poem with 
a becoming majefty : Yet the finifliing his icheme with that 
which is but the cooleft pan of //mom/'s aAion, tends in 
fomc degree to (hew the di^arity of the poetical fire ia thefe 
cwo authors. 

f, I . Immortal Heb^.] The Goddefs of Touth is introdac*d as 
an attendant upon the banquets of the Gods* to fliew that 
the divine beings enjoy an eternal youth, and that their life 
is a fielicity without end. Daeier, 

j^. 9. Tw» fw*rs divimeJ] Jupiter's reproaching thefe two 
GoddelTes with negle6lii\g to affift MeneUns , proceeds (as 
M. Dtfcfir remarks) from the atfedion he bore to Tr^y: Since 
if MtneUms by their help had gain'd a complete vidoryyChc 
iiege had been rais'd, and the city deliver d. On the coiir 
tiary, J»n» and Minerva might lii&er faris to efcape j as the 
inetfaodto cont'mue the war to the total defttu^ion of Tr»7. 
And accordingly a few lines after we find them complot- 
ting together, and coatxiving a mw fteae of mifextes to the 

Not 



Book IV. HOMERs ILUIK 107 

Not thus fair Viuus helps her favour'd knight. 
The Queen of Pleafures {hires the toils of fight* 
K^Each danger wsrds, and conftant in her aire 
Saves in the moment of the laft defpaii^. 
Her ad has rcfcu'd Parii forfeit life, 
Tho* great Atrides gain'd the glorious ftrife. 

f, IS. Tbo* gnat A tildes gdit^d iht gUrhm Jhife.'\ Jupiter htit 
makes it a queftton, Wheriier the foregoing combatc fhoal4 
determine the controverfy, or the peace be broken ? His put- 
ting it thns, that Paris is nof kjUid^ hut Mcaelaas htu the v/^0- 
ry, gives a hint for a difpute whether the conditions of the 
treaty were valid ox aonuird, that ic to fay, whether the 
controverfy was to be determin'd by the viStry or by tkc 
death of one of the combdtants. Accordingly it has beeji 
<iifpured whether the articles were really binding torherr0;4n/, 
•ct not ? Plutarch has treated the queftton in his SjmfefiMki^ 
/. 9. ^M. 13. The fubftaoce is this. In the firft projiofal of 
the challenge Tarii only mentions the \iftory, *An4, who his 
rival /haU m arms fuhdue: Nor does He^er who carries it fay 
any more. However Mtnelaus understands it of the death by 
what he replies : Fall he that muft beneath hts rival* s aput^ ^nd 

live the reft Itis to Helen fpeaks only of the former; and 

Idaus to Friam repeats the fame words« Bur in the (blenin 
oath sAgamemnQn fpecifies the latter, // by Paris yZ4»«— and // 
by my brother^ s arms the Trojan bleed, Priam alio underftands 
it of both, faying at his leaving the £eld, What Prince jhall 
fail heav* a eniy knows ^^ (I do not cite the Grr^l^ bccaule the 
£ngli/b has prefervM the fame nicety.) Paris hirafclf confeffcs 
^e has loft the vi£h>ry, in his fpeech to Helen^ which he would 
hardly have done had the whole depended on that alone: 
And iaftly Menelaus (after the conqueft is clearly his by the 
^ight of Paris) is ftill fearching round the held to kill 
him, 2L6 if all were of no dSc(k without the death of hi« ad- 
verfary. It appears from hence that the Trojans had no ill 
pretence to break the treaty, fo that Homer ought not to have 
peen dire&ly accus'd of making Ji^iter the author of perjiury 
in what follows, which is one of the chief of Plare'^ objc^i- 
t>as acaiflft him, - 
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Then fay yc Pow'rs ! what fignal iiTue waits 
20 To prown this deed, andfiniih all the Fates? 

Shall heav*n by peace the bleeding kingdonis fparcr^ 

Or rowze the Furies and awake the war? 

Yet, would the Gods for human good provide, 

Af rides foon might gain his beauteous bride, 
aj^till -Pri4i»*s walls in peaceful honours grow, , 

And thro* his gates the-crowding nations flow. 
Thus whilehe fpoke,'the Queen of heav*fl,cnrag'd, 

And Queen of war, in clofe confult engag'd: 

Apart they fit, their deep defigns employ^ 
30 And meditate thefiiture woes of rr<vy, 

Tho* fecret anger fwell*d Minerva s breaft. 

The prudent Goddefs yet her wrath fupprell ; 

'But Juno, impotent of paffion, broke . 

Her fuUen filence, and with fury fpoke. 
35* Shall then, O tyrant of th* aetherial reign ! 

My fchejnes, my labours, and my hopes bie vain ? 

f. 31. Th9^ fetret gnger fivelPd Mincrva'i brettff^'] Spwddum 
takes notice that Minerva^ who \a the firft book had rcftrain'd 

»thc angex of ^'hitlesy had now an opportunity of ©xerting 

the fame condwft m rcfpeft to hcifelf. Wc may Kiing- the 
parallel clofe, Ky obfeiving that (he had before her in like 

t^manner a fupeiior. who hi^d provok'd her by (harp expielfi- 
x>ns, and whofe counsels ran againll her fentiments. In all 

^which the Poet takes care to prefeive her ftili in the praAice 

-of that W>J<i»mot^hkhihc was -Goddeii, 

'Have 
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Have I, for this, (hook llion with alarms, 

Aflembled nations, fet two worlds in arms ? 

To fpread the war, I flew from (hore to fliore; 
^0 Th' immortal courfers fcarcc the labour bore. 

At length ripe vengeance o'er their heads impends. 

But Jovi Wmfelf the faithlefs race defends : 

Loth as thou art to puni(h lawlefs lull, 

Not all. the Gods are partial and unjuft. 
4f Th» Sire whofe thunder (hakes the cloudy (kie«,' 

Sighs from his inmoft foul, and thusrcpUes; 

Qh lafting rancour ! oh infatiate hate 

To Phry^U^s Monarch, and the PhrygUn (late ! • 

What high offence has fir'd the wife ofjove^ 

-» • ' ' ', 

5*0 Can wretched mortals harm the pow'rs above? 
That Troy and Troy's whole race thou wou'dft Gon- 
And yon* fair ftrudures level with the ground ? 
Hafte, leave the (kies, fulfil thy ftern defire, 
Burft all her gates, and wrap her walls in fire ! 

fS Let Priam bleed I if yet thou thirft for more^ 

Bleed all his fons, and llion float with gore. 

To 

' j^. SS Let Piiam bUid^ &c] We find in Pirfim^s faryrs the 
name of Labeo^ as an ill poet who mfidie a miferable tranfla- 
tioa of the JlUd-, one of thofe veifes is ftill piefeiv'd, ancf 
happens to be that of this place. 

Cruditm mandtutt PriMntun, Priami^e piJmMs, 



110 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book IV. 

To boundlefi vengeance the wide realm be gif'n, 
'Till vaft dcftruftion glut the Queen of Heaven I 
So let it be» and y»vt hii peace enjoy, 

^When heav'n no longer liears the name of Tr*y» 
But (hould this txm prepare to wreak our hate 
On thy lov'd re^ms, whofegioilt demands their fttCj^ 
Prefume not thou the lifted bolt to day. 
Remember Tr^jt and ^ve the vengeance way^ 

65* For know» of all the num'rous towns that rife 
Beneath the rollingiim^ an4 darry ikies» 
Which Gods have rais'd, or earth-born men enjoyi 
None ftan4$ (6 deair to 3#^ ^ ftcred 7r^. 

It may feem from this, that his tranflation vaii (enrilely Ittt- 
lal (as the old SetfUufi 00 ftrfim obfeiTCs.) And on« uooot 
but take notice that Ogilby*^ and HthbtsH ta this place axe no| 
unlike i4iit*% 

%And eat t^ Piiam and' hii thiUrtm alL 

J^. 61. Bm/b9itld this drm frepdre r«L wredk^tw bdN 
Oh thy Uv*d realms • >* ) 
ffomer in this place has made Jufiur to prophefy the defini*^ 
ftion of Mycens the favouiM city of 7"'»*i which happenM t 
little before the time of our author. Strab, I. «. Th* Trojam 
xy*y being ever, and the kingdom •f Aeamemnoh defiroy*d, My- 
cenae daily decreased after the return of the Heiaclidz : For thefit 
becoming mafUrt of FeloponnefuSi cajl out the old inhahitants \ fi 
that they who foffejs^d Argos overcame Mycenz «//«, 4nd cciifr«5- 
«rf both into one body, ^ fhort time aftety Mycenae xwh defirofd 
by the Atgivcs, <«d n^ fbe iidfl remains »/ il 4r« nsw f.be 
fttMd, 
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. No mortals merit more diHiiigm&'d gfacc 
^oThangod-lxkePria/w, or x\axi Priam % racc^ 

Still to our name their hecatombs expire. 

And altars blaze with unextingui(h'd fire. 
At this the Goddeis roITd her radiant eyes. 

Then on the Thund'rer fix'dthem, and replies. 
75* Three towns are Junoi on the Qr$da» plains. 

More dear than all tti' extended earth contains^. 

MycenAf Argos, and the Sfdrtan wall; 

Thefe thou may'ft raze, nor I forbid their M: 

*Tis not in me the vengeance ta remove; 
So The crime's fufficient that they (hare my love* 

Of pow*r fuperior why fliould I complain? 

Kefent I may, but mull refent in vain. 

Yet fome diftindion Jmu might require,. 

Spnmg with thy felf from one celefiial Sire, 
Sf A Goddefs born to (hare the realms above. 

And ftyM the confort of the thund'ring Jove^ 

Nor Aavk a wife and fifter*! hght deny ; 

Let both confenf , and both by turns comply ; 

So (hall the Gods our joint decrees obey^ 
90 And heav'n (hall aft as we dircd the wayi 

See ready Pallas waits thy high commands,. 

To raife in arms the Creek and Phrygian bznis ; 

O 4 Their 
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Their fudden friendftiip by her arts may ceafc, 
And the proud Tr^/a^j firft infringe the peace. 

^J* The Sire of men; and Monarch of tkc iky 
Th* advice approved, and bade Minerva fly, 
DifTolve the league, and all her arts employ 
To nfiake the breach the faithlefi aft of Troj, 
Fir'd with the charge, (he headlong urg*d her flight, 

30 And (hot like lightening from Olympus height. 
As the red comet, from Saturmus fent 
To fright the nations with a dire portent. 



f. 96. TIJ* ddvice di>^9v*el.] This is one of the places for 
which Homtr is blamed by P/j»r», who intioduces S^crstes re-" 
prehending it in his dialogue of the republick. Aod indeed 
if it were granted that the Tr^jms had no right to break this 
treaty, the prefent machine where Juno is made to propofe 
perjury, Jupiter to allow it, and Minerva to be commiflion*d 
to hailen the execution of it, would be one of the hardeft to 
be reconciled to reafon in the whole Poem. Unlefs even thea 
.one might imagine, that Hcmer^s heaven is fometioaes no 
more than an ideal world of abf^ra^ed beings ; and fb every 
motion which rifes in the mind of man is attributed to the 
quality to which it belongs, with the name of the Deity who 
is fupposM to prefide over that quality fuperadded to -it. U 
this I'enlc the prefent allegory is eafy enough. Pandarits th'inVs 
II prndence to gain honour and wealth at the hands of the 
Trojans by deftroyiog Mene/aus, This fentiment is alfo incited 
by a notion of ^/o'^, of which J^no is reprcfemed as God- 
deCs, Juptter who is fuppos'd to know the thoughts of men, 
permits the a^ion which he is not author of -, but fends a 
prodigy at the fame tinieto give warning of a coming mil- 
chief, and accordingly w« find both armies defcanting upon 
the iight of it iu the ioUo wing lines. 

CA fatal 
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(A fatal fign to armies an the plain. 

Or trembling failors on the wintry naain) 

> j" With fw^ping glories glides along in air. 
And (hakes the fparkles from its blazing hair: 
Between both armies thus, in open fight. 
Shot the bright Goddefs in a trail of light, 
with eyes eredl the gazing hofts admire 

to The pow'r defcending, and the heav'ns on fire I 
The Gods (they cry'd) the Gods this fignal fenr,. 
And fate now labours with fome vaft event : 
^(Tje feals the league, or bloodier fcenes prepares; 
^ovty the great Arbiter of peace and wars ! 

5* They faid, while PAllai tho' the Trojan throng. 
(In (hape a mortal) pafs'd difguis*d along. 
Like bold Laodocusy her courfe (he bent, 
Who from Antenor trac'd his high defcent 
Amidft the ranks Vjca6n% fon (he found, 

^ The warlike Pandarus, for ftrength renown'd ; 

Whofa 

j^. 120. TitidiTva ftrJfretii^hrM^tvn^d.'i li$m*ry fays Pi«t*fcfc 
in his trcattfc of the PythUn Oracle m^kes not the Gods to* 
u^e alf pcrlbns indificrently as their fccbnd agcats, bat eacU- 
sfcco-.dtng to the powcfs he is endu'd with by art or nature.- 
For a- proof of this, he-pnts as in mind how Minerva whcik 
fliC would perfiiade th^ druks, fecks for l^ijjfes 5 when (he 
would break the (ruce. £ot PafuUrHJi axui when (he would 
coi>quer, foi Dimmed, If we confult the StholU upon this in- 
, . O 5 fiancc> 
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Whofe fquadrons, led from black Mfipus fiood. 
With flaming (liields in martial cifde ftood. 

To him the Goddefs: Phrygumf canft thou hear 
A well-tim'd counfel with a wilHng car? 

iiy What praifc were thine, coold'lt tiiou dired thy dart 
Ataidft his triumph, to the Spartaris heaft ? 
What gifts from Troy^ from P^fwwou'd'ft thou gain, 
Thy countrcy's foe, the Grecian glory flain ? 
Then feiie th* occafion, dare the mighty deed, 

130 Aim at his bread, and may that aim fucceed ! 
But firft, to fpeed the (haft, addrefe thy vow 
To Lycian Phoebus with the filver bow^ 
And fwear the firftlings of thy flock to pay 
On Zelia*% altars, ^0 the God of day. 

i^^ He heard, and madly at the motion pleafd, 
His polifii'd bow with hafty raflineS fcix'd. 



iftance, they gire f&itt%\ leaTens why Pmdgms was partk$)la^ 
ly P'opif tor the occafion. The Goddefs went not to the 
trejans, bccaufc thcy hated Pms^ and (as wc arc told ia ihc 
end of the foiegoiog book) would rather hare given him opi 
tha» have done an ill aAion for hm : She thtitfoie looks 
anioiig the allies, and ftnds P««<<#mi who waa of a aacion no- 
ted for pcificKottfoeft, and had a foal avaricious enough to 
be capable of engaging la thit tieacbaiv fi>t the hopes of a 
Mwatd from Pmris: a« appears by hia oeing €0 covetous as 
iaot to bring boifes to i^e (lege for fear of the eapeacc oc 
lois of ilMBii as hd tdll yAem ia the £&h book* . 

!Tw« 
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T was formed of hom> aad fmooth'd with artful toil ; 
A mountain goat refign'd the fluning fpoil. 
Who pierc'd long (ince beneath his arrows bled ; 
140 The (lately quarry on the difis lay dead. 

And fixteen palms his brows lafge honours fpread: 

The workman join*d» and ihap'd the bended horn$« 

And beaten gold each taper point adorns. 

This by the Greeks unfecn, the warrior bends, 

145* Screen'd by the ihields of his funounding friends. 

There 

i^. 141. Sixtitn pslmt,} Both tht iiofns togcthei nude this 
length ; and not each» as Madam Daciet tenders it. I do not 
obje^ it as an impiobNabilitjy th« the horns were of fixteen 
palms each ; but that this would be an extravagant and un- 
manageable fize for a bow, is eyideot. 

;i^. 144. Tht*y by the Greeks unfttn, the tuarrior bends ] The 
Poet haying held us thro* the foteeobf^ book, in expeftation 
of a peace, makes the conditions be here broken after fuch a 
niatiner, as ihoold oblige the Creekrto z6t thr(/ the war with 
that irreconcileable fury» which affords him the opportunity 
of exerting the fiill fire of his<own genius. The (hot of Pan- 
dams being therefore of fuch confequence (and as he calls it, 
the i^fxA oJbvflMW, the fAumUahn of futun wots) it was thought 
fit not to pafs it oyer in a few words, like the flight of every 
common arrow, bnt to give it a deicription ibme way corie- 
fponding to its importance. For this, he fnrrounds tt with n 
train of circumdances i tbe hiftory of the bow, the bending 
it, the covering PMndarus with IhieidSf the choice of the ar> 
row, the prayer, and pofture of the fliooter, the found of ths 
firing, and flight of the Qiaft j all moft beautifully, and live- 
lily painted. It may be obfetvM too, how proper a time it 
was to expatiate in thefe particulars ; when the armies being 
unemploy'd, and onW one man ading, the Poet and his readers 
had leifure to be the (peftatois of a finale and deliberate a^ion . 
I think it will be aliow'd} that the Utile MKumftaiKCS which 

04 axe 
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There meditates the mark; and couching low. 
Fits the (harp arrow to the well-ftrung bow. 
One, from a hundred feather'd deaths he chofc. 
Fated to wound,- and caufe of future woes. 
ro Theii offers vows with hecatombs to crown 
AfolWs altars in his native town. 

m 

Now with full force the yielding horn he bends. 

Drawn to an arch, and joins the doubling ends; 

Qofe to his breaft he ftrains the nerve below, 

rj'Till the barb*d point approach the circling bow; 

Th' impatient weapon whizzes on the wing; 

Sounds the tough horn , and twangs the quiv'ring firing. 

But thee, Atr'tdes! in that dangerous hour 

The Gods forget not, nor thy guardian pow'r. 

loPdllaj affifts, and (weakened in its force) 

Diverts the weapon from its deftin*d courfe: 

So 

are (bmettmes thought too redtmdant iii Homn, have a won- 
derful beauty in this place. ^Vr^/7 has not fail'd to copy it,, 
and with the greateft happinefs imaginable. 

D/jc/>, ifr Mtrata vtlucrem Threi'Jpt fagittion 
' . Deprom/it pbaretrn^ C9mttqHe tnfenfatttenditf 
£t duxit Unge^ d»nee curvata coirent 
Inter fe caftia^ iy manibua jam tdngnet s^is^ 
lUva aciem ferrt, dextra nervotjHt papillam, 
Exttrnpio telt Jiridorem auraffue fttuntts 
xAudiit mna sArttni, hsjitque in corp$re ferrftm, 

f^, Ko, Pallas ifjpfii, 4Hd (weiikfn*d m its fine) Diverrs the wed' 
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So from her babe, when {lumber fcals his eye^ 
The watchful mother wafts th* envcnom'd fly. 
Juft where his belt with golden buckles joinMr 

;* Where linen folds the double corflet; lin'd. 
She turned fhe fliaft, with hiffing from above, 
Pafs'd the broad bch, and thro' the corflet drove; 
The folds it pierc'd, the plaited linen tore. 
And raz'd the fldn, and drew the purple gore. 

Ak when fome ftately trappings are decreed 

To jrace a monarch on his bounding fteed, 

A nymph 

^M-_] For flie only defignM, by all this nOdon to encieaie 
the glory of the G*etk: in the taking of Tr»y : Tct fome 
Comrticiitators hare been fo ftupid, as to wonder that PaUm 
iQiould he employ'd firft in the wounding of MnuUm^ and af> 
ter in the prote^ing him. 

f.i63. IVafn it* envtfm*d flyj] This is oneof tbofe hnmble 
compari Tons which H0mef fomedmes ales to diverfify his (ub- 
|ed, but a very exaft one in irs kind, and correfpondin^ in all 
its parts. The care of the Goddefs, rhr uniufpefting lecunty 
«f Mentiausy the eafe with whick flie diveits the danger, and 
the danger itfelf, are all included in this Ihort compass. To 
which it may be added, that if the providence of heavenly 
powers to their creatures is expreft by the love of a mothet 
to her child, if men in regard to th^m are but as heed.efa 
fleeping infants, aud if thole dangers wnich may Teem great 
to us, are by them as eali^y warded off as the iimile implies j 
there will appear foiiejii.ig fublime in this conce^ition, how* 
ever Ittrle or low the image may be thought, at hrft light ih 
KipcCt to a heroe. A hij^'her com,>ati!oa would but have 
tended to leilen the dii parity betweon the Gods and man, 
^nd the juftnefs of the (Imile had been led, as well as the 
grandeur of the lent'ment. 

f: 1 70. ^s when ftmt fiattly tt*ffings^ &c.] Some have judg'd 
the ciicuiuftaAccy ia this iuiiile to he fupeifluoui, and think 

it 



£i8 HOMER'S ILIAD. BookIVv 

A nymph in CAri* or ^^m€ bred» 
Stains the pure iv'ry with a lively red; 
With equal luflre various colours j^ie. 
The (hining whitenefs, and the T|yrit» dye« 
175*80, gxczt Atrldes / (how*d thy facred blood, 
As^own thy fno wy thigh diilill'd the ilreaming flood. 

With 



it foreign to the purpofe to take nocke, that this ivory w0 
intended for the bodes of a bridle, was laid up for a Piinc?) 
or tliat a woman of Carts 01 AfsotuM iy'd it, Et*fid'b:m was 
of a diffefcnt opinion, who extols this palfage for the vaiiety 
it prefents, and the learning it inclades : We learn from hence 
^har the Ljdsam and Carims were famou* in the fiift times foi 
their Gaining in purple, and that the women cxcCilM inwoib 
of ivory : As alfo that there were ceitaio ornameEits whicSi only 
Kings and Friiices were privileged to wear. But without haviflg 
lecouife to antiquities to iuft^y this particular, it nuy be al- 
kdg*d, that the fimile does not coimft baxely in the coloins j 
it was but little to teli us, that the blood of Mtneiam appear- 
ing on the whitenefs of his skin, vyed with the purpled ivo^ 
ry i but this impiiea, that tlie honotficable wounds of a heroe 
are a beautiful dce^s of wax, and become him as much as 
the mod gallant oraaoficms in which he takes the field. Kn- 
pU 'lis rrue^ has omitted the eircumftansc in his iaiitasioa of 
i^is comparifpn, t/£ff» 12. 

Jndtan fan^Hineo vilmfi vi^lttvtrit 9ftr%^ 
Si fuit tbur 

But in this he judges only fbt him(clf» ami does not coademo 
Uomtr. It was by no means proper that his i?o«y (hould hav6 
been a piece of martial accoutrement, when he apply'd it fo 
differently, tiansfeiring it from the wounds of a heioc to the 
bluOies of the fair Lavinis, 

)^. i7tf. «^i down ttty fn»wy tbigft»'\ Htmr is very paiticolat 
kcre> in giving the piftuce of the blood xVMiiag in a losf 

tiacci 
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With horror feii*d, the King of Men defcry'd 
The (haft infix'd» and faw the gufhing tide : 

Bo Nor lefs the Spartan feafd, before he found 
The (hining barb appear abore the wound. 
Then, with a figh that heay'd his manly breaft. 
The royal brother thus his grief expreft. 
And grafp'd his hand ; while all the Gntks around 

^S With anfwcring fighs returned the plaintive found. 
Oh dear as Hfe ! did I for this agree 
The folcmn truce, 4 fetal truce to thee ! 

Wert 

t»ce, lower and lower, as will appear ftom the wotds them- 
felvcs. 

*tct%i TM Mtrf^tff fAui^nif miu<£Ji MUfijt) 

The tranflator has not thought fit to mention every one of 
thefe paits, firft the thigh, then tkc leg, then the foot, which 
might be tedious in Engh/b : But the Author's defign being on- 
ly CO image the ftreaminig of the blood, it feem'a eqaivalent 
to make it trickle' thro* the length of an ^AUxmidridn line. 

j^. 185. Oh dear m life, &c.] This incident of the wound of 
MeneUns gives occadon to Htmer to draw a fine defcription of 
fraternal love in ^gamnnnm. On the firft fight of it, he is 
ftruck with anoaze aod confufion, and now breaks ont in ten- 
dernefs and erief. He firft accafcs himfelf as the caufe of this 
misfortune, by having confented to expofe his brother ro the 
fingle combare, which had drawn on chis fatal confequence. 
Next he inveighs againft the Tr»jan$ in general for their per- 
fidloufnefs, as not yet knowing that it was the a£fc of PMdA- 
THs only- He then comforts himfelf with the confidence that 
the Gods will revenge him apon Tfy ; but doubts by what 
luftds this pa4iihii;e&t may be infliftcdy as fearing the death 
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Wert thou exposM to all the hoftiLe train^ 

To fight for Greece, and conquer, to be flaml^ 
190 The race of Trejans in thy ruin join. 

And faith is fcom'd by all the pcrjur'd Hnc; 

Not thus our vows, confirmed with wine and gore,. 

Thofc hands we plighted, and thofc oaths we fworc. 

Shall all be vain : When heav'n's revenge is flow, 
ig^ Jove hut prepares to ftrike the fiercer blow. 

The day (hall come, that great avenging day. 

Which Troy's proud glories in the duft (halJ lay,. 

When Prlamz pow'rs and Priam s fclf fiiall fall. 

And one prodigious ruin fwallow all^ 
200 1 fee the God, already, from the pole 

Bare his red arm, and bid the thunder roll; 

1 fee th* Eternal all his fury (hcd. 

And (hake his ^gis o'er their guilty head. 

Such mighty woes on perjur'd Princes wait;. 
^0$ But thou, alas ! deferv'ft a happier fate 

Still mud I mourn the period, 6f thy days. 

And only mourn, ^uihout my (hare of praifc? 

of Mtnelau: will forcc the Greehs to return. with Ifvame to theij 
country. There is no contiadidion in alJ 'his, but on the 
other ude a great deal of nature, iu the conlufedJentiments 
of ^'iganemnon on the occgfioii, as they axe vexy well explained 

• Depriv-d 
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Dcpriv'd of thcc, the hcartlels Gmh no more 
ShsU dream of conquclh on the hoftile fliore; 
• Tray feii'd of ''Helen, and our glory loft. 
Thy bones fliall moulder on.i foreign coad : 
While fomc proud Traja» thus infuhing cries, 
(And fpums the duft where Mtnelaus lies) 
" Such are the trophies Qran from llitn brings, 
" And fuch the conquefts of her King of Kings I 
" Lo his proud veffds fcattcr'd o'er the main, 
*' And unreveng'd, his mighty brother fljin. 
Oh ! e're that dire difgrace (hall blaft my fame, 
O'crwhelm me, earth ! and hide a monarch's ihamet 

He faid,: A leader's and a brother's fears 
Poflcft his foul, which thus the 5/4f»««. cheats. 



calls lo miiid how, upon ihe deith of his biotbci, (be ia* 
tffeaual p^e^iarations and aflionj agaiuft Ttpj muft become 
a deriG»)i 'a the woild. 1 h.'x a in \a own natuie a vttj ii- 
iil.iting fenlimcnt, tho' it were pevec To caitMly expicfi ; but 
the Poet has found out a peculiar aii of aggravation, in mak- 
ing him btiog al. (he coulc(]iKnce« before his tyts., in a 
figure of then ]>>;« enemies gaiheiing round (be tomb of 
■be unhap'^ijr Mtti.tuif tJjted »!th pride, ioiiilring the dead. 
■ad llitowin^ out diidainrul eipieffions and cuilei agamfl h'Lln 
and hj« family. Therein nothing wbich couldnioteeffedual- 
ly trpielent a flate of anguiih, than (hkdiawiBg ftKh an imig* 
at (bit, which fliewi a min mcicaling b> yideni onhappiudi 
bj the ptprpca of a futiue uain of mufbtmua. 
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Lpt not thy words the wirmth of Qruce abate; 
The feeble dart is guiltleis of my fate : 
Stiff with the rich embroidered work aroundi 
i2jMy vary'd belt repelled the flying wound. • 

To whom the King. My brother and my friend^ 

Thus, always thus^ may heav'n thy life dcjftndl 
Now feek feme fkilful hand>. whofe pow'rfal art. 
May ftanch th' effufion, and extras the dar& 

iqoHeraldy befwift, and bid iura^4a» bring 
His fpeedy fuccoor to the S/ufrr4» King; 
Pierc'd with a winged (haft (the deed of Tht^ 
,The Grec'ums forrow, and the 2>ifriAi»'s jof • 
With hafty zeal the fwift TaUkybms flies; 

12S Tii^o* the thick files he darts^ his fearchiog eytv 
And finds Machaon, where fublime he (lands 
In arms encircled with his native bands. 
Then thus: Machadn, to the King repair^ 
His wounded brother claims thy timely care; 

^. Z2£. Lif fit thy words tht vtdrmrb •/ Greece tihMe.} Ift 
'v^j4ifM}»»oiS Homer has (hewn an example of a tender natoie 
^d fiateinal affeftiont and now in Merulom he gi?es us on^ 
of a generous warlike patience and prefence of mind. He 
f^eaka of his own cafe with no other regard, but as this ac- 
cident of his wound may tend to the diUouragement of the 
foidiers ; and exhorts the General to beware of dejefting their 
(pixits from the profecution of the war. SfvntUnm* 

Picrc'd 
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ii-4oPierc'd by fome Lycian or DMrdanian bow^ 

A grief to us, a triumph to the foe. 

The heavy tidings griev'^d the godlike man; 

Swift to his fuccour thro' the ranks he ran : 

The dauntlcfs King yet Handing firm he founds 

^45* And all the chiefs in deep concern around. 

Where to the fteely point thj reed was join'd^. 

Tht (haft he drew, but left the head behind. 

Strait the broad belt with gay embroid'ry grac'd^ 

He loos'd; the corflet from his breaft unbrac'd; 

foThen iuck'd the bloody and fov'rcign balm infus'd^ 

y^ioh Chirm gdiVt^ zsii JElfiulafim }is*d. 

While round the Prince the Grmks employ their carc^ 

The Trojdtts rufli tumoltuous to the war; 

Once more they glitter in refulgent arms, 

'^ Once more the fields are fill'd with dire alarmsir 

Nor had you fcen the Xing of Men appear 

Coofus'd* unadivc, or furprh'd with fear; 

But} 



f, iSf, Tht Tiojaot rufh tumuitutts u tin tu^rj They ad- 
▼tnced CO the enemy in the belief that the (hoc of Paidw^ 
was made by ozdec of the Gencials. Dadtr, 

f. zs€» thr hdd yot$ fan,} The Poet here changes hit nat« 
ration, and turns himlelf to the reader in an ^f^firffhe. Un* 
jMMM, in his 2z<i chaprer, conunends this figure, as caufing a. 
leadec to become a fpedator, and keeping his mind fixed 
■poa the t^oa bcfoxe hiuu Tht Apoftio^ (fays he) r««- 
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But fond of glory, with fevere delight 

His beating bofom claim'd the rifing fight. 

260 No longer with his warlike ftceds he ftay'd, 

Or prefs*d the car with polifti'd brafs inlay'd; 

But left Eurymedon the reins to guide; 

The fiery courfers fnortcd at his fide. 

On foot thro* all the martial ranks he movcj,- 

26/ And thefe encourages, and thofe reproves. 

Brave 

iers us m»re awaken* J. mtrt dttintivt^ Mnd m§re full §fthe thtn^ it* 
firibfd, Madiim DMitr will have it, that it U the Mufe who 
addrciTes hcrfelf to the Poet in the fecond jperfon : *Tis no 
great matter vichich, dnce it has equally its effect either war. 
f. 264 Thro* alt the martial ranks he moves, &C. In the fol- 
io wing review of the army, which takes up a great part of 
this book, we fee all the fpiric, art, and induftry of a com- 
pleat Gcnetnl ; together with the ptopec charafftrs of thoft 
leaders whom he inct^s. ^famemnon coafiders at this fud- 
den exigence, that hefhould firft addrefis himfelf toall in te- 
Qeral s he div'des his dilcourl'e to the brave and the fearfal,. 
uling arguments which arife from confidence or defpair, paf- 
fions which a^ apon us moft forcibly : To the brave, be urges 
their fecure hopes of conqucit, fince the Gods muft punifli pec- 
jury } to the timorous > theii inevitable dcftruftion, if the ene- 
my (hould burn their (hips. After this he flies from rank to 
iauk, applying himC'lf to each ally with particular artifice: 
He careiles idomeneHi as an old friend, wno had promifcd not 
iq forfake him ; and meets with an anfwei in that hero*s true 
CWuA^tt, thort, honeft, hearty, and foldier like. He praifef 
the i^axes as warriors whofe examples fir*d the army } an<i if 
received by them without any reply, as rhey were men who 
did not prolcfs fp^aking He palTes next to Ntiior^ whom he 
finds tvtlking to his fold'ers as he marlhall'd them 3 here be 
was not to part without a complement on both (ides 3 he wiflies 
him the ftieugth he had once in his youth, and is anfwer'd 
iririi an account of fomcthing which the Old h«ioe bad dono 
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Brave men ! he cries (to fuch who boldly dare 
Urge their fwift ilecds to face the coming war) 
Your ancient valour on the foes appro vc; 
Jove is with Greece, and let us trUfl: in ^ove, 

70Tis not for us, but guilty Troy to dread, 

* 

Whofe crimes fit heavy on4ier perjufd head; 
. Her fons and matrons Greece (hall lead in chains, ' 

And her dead warriors ftrow the mournful plains. 
Thus with new ardour he the brave infpires; 
'7f Or thus the fearfuj with reproaches fires. 

Shame to your country, fcandal of your Icind ! 

Born to the fate ye well deferve to find ! 

Why Hand ye gazing round the dreadful plain. 

Prepared for flight, but doom'd to fly in vain ? 

in his former days. From hence he goes to the troops which 
lay faitheft from the place ef a£^ion % where he finds MeneHheus 
and Viyjjes, not inrircly uuprepaiM, nur yet in motion, as be- 
ing ignorant of what had hap.-enM. He rcptoves Vlyfe^ foe 
this, with words agreeable to the hurry he is in, and receives 
an anfwer which fuits not iJl with the twofold charafter of a 
wife and a valiant man : Hereupon >tfj;4mfmn9>i appears prefent 
to' himfeif, and eiKufes his hafty expreffions. The next he 
meets is D'omedy whom he alio rebukes for backwardnefs^but 
after another manner, by fetting before him the example of 
his father. Thus is yyigAmtmnon introducM, praiflng, terrify- 
ing, exhoccing blamuig, excufing kirafeU', and again relap- 
fing into zepcoofis $ a lively pi^ure of a great mind in the 
higacft emotion. And at the fame time the variety h fo kepc 
up, with a regard to the different cbara&ers of the leaders, 
that oar thoughts aie aot tiied with niauing along with him 
ovex all his aimy. 
• ^WN.* 
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• 

l8oConfiis*d and panting, th\is> the kxinted deer 

Falls as he flies, a vidim to his fear. 

Still muft ye wait the foes, and ftill retire* 

Till yon' tall veffcis blaze with TtojMn fire? 

Or trnfl ye, Jove a valiant foe Aall chace ? 
28j'To fave a trembling, heartlels daftard race? 

This faid, he ftalk'd with ample ibides along. 

To Cnit's brave monarch and his martial throng; 

High at their head he faw the chief appear. 

And bold Mmoms excite the rear* 
290 At this the King his gen'rous joy expreft. 

And clafp'd the warrior to his armed breaft. 

Divine Idomtneus! what thanks we owe 

To worth hke" thine ? what praife (haU we beftow ? 

To thee the foremoft honours are decreed, 
ipj Firft in the fight, and ev*ry graceful deed. 

For this, in banquets, when the gen'rous bowls 

Reflore our blood, and raife the warrior's fouls, 

Thtf 

f. 196. ¥t thssy fn bdtt^uett,'] The flncieiirs u(bally in theic 
fetifts divided to the gvefts by equal portions, except jvken 
f hey took fome partinUai occafion to (hew dtftin^on, tad 
^ve the preference to any one peHbn. It was Chen look'd 
^pon as the higheft maik of honoui to b^ allotted the beft 
portion of meat and wine, and to he allowed an evenption 
nrom the laws of the feaft, in drinking wine dnminglcd and 
wiriiouc ft'iM. This cuftom was miich mote tmatta than the 

CiflK 
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Tho* all the reft with dated roles wc bound, 
Unmix'd, unmeafurM arc thy goblets crown'i 
^Be flill thy fclf; in arms a mighty name; 
Maintain thy honours, and enlarge thy fam«« 

To whom the CntMn thus his fpeech addreft; 
Secure of mie> O King! exhort the reft : 
Fix*d to thy fide, in ev'ry toil I (hare, 
•Thy firm aflbciate in the day of war. 
But let the fignal be this moment giv'a; 
To mix in fight is all I afk of heav'n. 
The field fhall prove how perjuries fucceed. 
And chains or death avenge their impious deed. 
> Charm'd with this heat, the King his courfe purfiKS, 
And next the troops of either jijax views: 
In one firm orb the bands were rang'd around, 
A cloud of heroes blacken'd all the ground. 
Thus from the lofty promontory's brow 
r A fwain furveys the gathering ftorm below ; 
Slow from the main the heavy vapoun rife, 
Spread in dim ftreams, and fail along the Hidti^ 

time of the Trojjw war, and we find it pra^^ifed in the banqnet 
rifen by 7f/fp«^ to hif brethren in c/^5^, Gen. 4). f, uit, ^nd 
he ftnt mrfts ta thtm fir§m before him^ bm Benjamin's mtj's umm 
^ timet fi miuh «i 417 #/ than, Dmtr. 
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'Till black as night the f welling teippeft (bows. 
The cloud condenfmg as the Weit-wind blows : 

320He dreads th* impending ilorm, and drives -his flock 
To the clofe covert of an arching rock. 

Such, and fo thick, th* embattel'd fquadrons flood, 
With fpear^ erc(fl, a moving iron wood; 
A fiiady light was (hot from glimm'riftg (hields, 

325" And their brown arms obfcur'd the dufky fields. 
O heroes ! worthy fuch a dauntlcfs train, 
Whofc godUke virtue w^ but urge in vain, 
(Exclaim'd the King) who raife your eager bands 
With great examples, more than loud commands. 

330 Ah would the Gods but breathe in all the reft 
Such fouls as burn in your exalted brcart ! 
Soon (lio.uld our armf withjuil fuccefs be crown'd, 
And Troy's proud walls lie i'moakingon the ground. 
Then to the next the Gen'ral bends his courfe; 

33? (His heart exults, and glories in his force) 

There rev'rend Neftor ranks his Pyllan bands. 

And with infbiring eloquence commands; 

With 

\ f'^^6. Thtre rtv'rend Ncftor ranks hit Pylian kandi.'\ Thii 
is the Prince whom thmer chiefly celebrates foe maitial difci- 
plinc; of the reft he is couteiit to fay they were valiant, and 
j-eady to fight : The years, long obferV'^tion and experience of 
JVry/0r>ieadei'dhimthc£tteftpexfaa to bediiliDguiflied on this 

accouac 
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With ftrifteft order fcts his train in arms. 

The chiefs advifes, and the foldicrs warms. 

ifiAlafier^ Chromms, Hdmon round him wait, 

Bias the good, and PeUgon the great. 

The horfe and chariots to the front affign'd,' 

The foot (the ftrength of war) he rang'd behind; 

The middle fpace fufpe^ed troops fupply^ 

45'Inclos*d by both, nor left the pow*r to fly; 

He 

account. The difpofitton of his troops in this place (toge- 
thee with what he is made to fay* that theit foiefatheis uicd 
the fame ipethod) may be a proof that the art of war was 
well known in Greece bcrore the time of Homer. Nor indeed 
can it be imagined otherwife, in an age when all the world 
made their acquiiicions by force of arms only. What is moft 
to^be wohdei'd at is, that they had not the nfe ofcavahy, all 
men engaging either on foot, or from chariots (a particular 
neceffary to be known by every reader of Homer's battels.) 
In thefe chariots there were always two petfons, one of whom 
only fought, the other was wholly cmployM ii> managing the 
Hories. Madam Dacier, in her excellent preface to Homer, is 
of opinion, that there were no horfemen till near the time of 
Saut^ threefcore years after the (lege of Troy -, Co that altho* 
Cavalry were in ufe in Homer's days, yet he thought himfelf 
obliged to regard the cuftoms of the age of which he writ, 
rather than thofe of his own. 

f. 344. The middle fpace fufpe^ed troops fnpply.l This artifice, 
of placing thofe men whofe behaviour was moft to be doubted, 
in the middle, (fo as to put them under anecrffity of engaging 
even againft their inclinations) was followed by Hanntbai uv 
the battel of Zama^ asisobfeivedand prairedbyPtf/;^/ViJ,wbo 
quotes this verfe on that occafion, in acknowledgment of 
Homer's skill in military ^ifcipline. That out Author was the 
firft mafter of that art in Grtece^ is the opinion of t/^lian^ 
Ta^i'e, c. I. FrontirtHs gives us another example oiPprkus King 
of Epirui*s foUowing this Infiiuftioa of Hmir* Vtdt Sfrat^^ 
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He gives command to^curb the fierf fteed, 
Nor caufe confuiiony 6of the ranks exceed; 
Before the reft let none too raflily ride ; 
No ftrength nor fkill> but jiift in time, be try'd: 
JfOThe charge once made, no warrior turn the rein. 
But fight, or fall; a firm, embodyM train. 
He whom the fortune of the field (hall call 
From forth his chariot^ mount the next in hafte ; 

Nor 

lib, n.'e, %, So ^mmianus MtrcelimHs^ I. 14. Imptrat^r catervis 
f§ditum infirmis, medimn inter 4eits fpofmm, ftctrndnm H^mtriciM 
difpoJItMnem ptdftituit. 

^. 352. he whom theftrtune ef the field JkUl ca/i 

From ferth his chariot, meunt the ii««f— -&€. 
The words in the original aie .capable of four different fign!- 
ficsttioos, as Eitfiathius ob(erves. This fitft is, that whoever in 
fighting upon his chariot (hall win a chariot from his enemy, 
he fhall continue to £ght, and not xetiie from the engage-> 
ment to fecure his prize. The fecond, that if any odc be 
thrown out of his chariot, he who happens to beneareft (hall 
hold forth his javelin to help him up into his own. The third, 
is dirediiy the contrary to the laft, that if any one be caft 
from his chariot, and would mount up into another mgn's, 
that other fhall pufh him back with his javelin, and not ad- 
mit him, for fear of interrupting the combate. The fourth. 
is the fenfe which is followed in the tranflation, as feeming 
much the moft natural, that every one fliould be left to go- 
vern his own chariot, and the other who is admitted, fight 
only with the javelin. The reaibn of this advice appears by 
the fpeech of Pandarur to ty£neas in the next book: ty£tudi 
iiaving taken him up in his chariot to go ^gain^ Diemed, com- 
pjements him with the choice either to neht, or to manage 
the reins, «-h'ch was cileem'd an office of honour. To this 
. Pandarsts anfwers, that it is more proper for e/£n(«/ to guide 
his own horfess le^tliey not feeling their accnftomedmafier* 
Jbodd be ungotcinabiti aai bnnjg uxcm iaco daogei; 

Ucoa 
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jek unpraftis*d to diredl the car> 
nt with javelins to provoke the war. 
reat forefathers held this prudent courfc, 
rul*d their ardour, thus preferv'd their force*' 
vs Hke thefe immortal conquefts made, 
arth's proud tyrants low in afiies laid, 
fpoke the mafter of the martial art, 
ouch*d with tranfport great Atrides heart, 
ladll thou ftrength to match thy brave defires* 
icrves to fccond what thy foul infpires ! 
aftihg years that wither human race, 
ift thy fpirits, and thy arms embrace. 



1 occaiioa of the various and contraiyfieoificatioiis of 
:hefe words are faid to be capable^ and which Eufim* 
d Dacier piofeff to admiie as an exceUeoce \ Monf. if 
', in his late difcoarle upon H»intrt vety jufily animad- 
hat if this be true, it is a ^ievoiit fanlt in H^mtr, For 
an be more abfurd than to imagine, that the orders 
i a battel, ihonld be delivered in &h ambigooaatesms, 
e capable of many meanings? Thefe double intec- 
ms muft proceed not from any ddigntn the- Author, 
ely from the ignorance of the moderns in the Crttk 
: It being impoflible for any one to poffefsthe dead 
;es to fuch a degree, as to be certain of all the graces 
^ligences j or to know precirclyhow far the licences 
dnefTes of expreflion were happy, or forced, But Cri* 
9 be thought leainedy anxibutcto thePoetall the ran* 
ifes that anmfe then, and imagine they fee in a (Ingle 
whole heap of thiog^ whkii no modern language eaii 
} fo aie oftentimes cfaiafa|Cd'Widl:IKKluftg[ Mft iW^ 
)n of theii own ideas. 
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•What once thou wert, oh ever might'ft thou be ! 

And age the lot of any chief but thee. 
Thus to th* cxpericnc'd Prince Atndes ay'd; 

He fi)Ook his hoary locks^ and thus reply*d. 
f7<^Well might I wifli, could mortal wi(h renew 

Thatftrength which once in boiling youth I knew; 

Such as I was, when EreutbaUon flain 

Beneath this arm fell proilrate on the plain. 

But heav'n its gifts not all at once beftows, 
375 Thcfc years with wifdom crowns, with action thofe: 

The field of combate fits the young and bold» 

The folemn council bed becomes the old: 

To you the glorious conBift I refign, 

Let fage advice, the palm of age, be mine. 
gSo He faid. With joy the monarch march'd before. 

And fonnd Meniftheas on the dudy (hore. 

With whom the firm Athenian Phalanx ftands ; 

And next Vl^Jfes^ with his fubjed bands. 

Remote their forces lay, nor knew fo far 

385: The peace infringed, nor heard the founds of war ; 

The 



t. 3S4. 7(m*ff tbiir ftrcet Uy.^ This is a reafbn why the 

•ttoops oiVlyJfes iind MeneftheHs were not yet in motion. The' 

anothei maybe added in refpeft to the former, tha^ it did not 

-Ciui^ft with the wifUom of VlyJTa to hU oa witk hts forces 

'till 
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The tumult late begun, they ftood intent 
To watch the motion, dubious of th' event. 
The King, who faw their fquadrons yet unmov'd*. 
With hafty ardour thus the chiefs reprov'd. 

90 Can ?eum fon forget a warrior's part. 
And fears l^#x, fldll'd in ev'ry art ? 
Why ftand you diftant, and the reft expeft 
To mix in combatc which your felves negledl? 
From you *twa$ hop'd among the firft to dare 

pfThe (hock of armies, and commence the war. 
For this your names arc call'd, before the reft, 
To (hare the pleafures of the genial feaft : 
And can you, chiefs ['without a blufc furyey 
Whole troops before you lab'ring in the fray ? 

|OOSay, is it thus thofe honours you requite? 
The firft in banquets, but the laft' in fight. 

\fi*^f[ei heard 2 The hero's warmth o'erfpread 
His cheek with blu(hes; and fevere, he faid ; 
Take back th' unjuft reproach ! Behold we ftand 

pfSheath'd in bright arms, and but expeft command. 

'till he was well afTui'd. Tho* courage be no inconfiderable 
part of his charafter, yet it is always joinM with great caif 
tion. Thus we fee him foon after in the very heat of battel* 
when his friend was juft flain before his eyes, firft look^ 
carefully about him, befoxc he would thzow his fpear to fee- 
YCDge him* 

P 3 «^^ 
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If glorious deeds afford thy foul delight. 

Behold me plunging in the thickeft fight. 

Then give thy warrior-chief a warrior's due. 

Who dares to ad whatever thou dar'ft to view. 
lO Struck with his gen'rous wrath, the King replies; 

Oh great in adtioo, and in council wife ! 

With ours, thy care and ardour are the fame. 

Nor Qeed I to command, nor ought to blame. 

Sage as thou art, and leam*d in human kind» 
tj- Forgive the tranfport of a martial mind. 

Hade to the fight, fecure of jufl amends; 

The Gods that make, (hall keep the worthy, friends. 
He faid, and pafs'd where great Tydides lay, 

His deeds and chariots wedg'd in firm array : 

20 ^The warlike Sthemlus attends kis fide) 

To whom with ftern reproadi the monarch CTy*d. 
Oh fon ofTydsus'/ (he, whofe ftrength could tame 
The bounding deed, in arms a mighty name) 
Can'd thou, remote, the mingling hods dcfcry, 

t J* With hands unadive, and a carekfs eye ? 

Not thus thy Sire the fierce encounter fear'd;^ 

Still fiid in front the matchlefs Prince appear'd : 

What glorious toils, what wonders they recite. 

Who view'd him laboring thro* the ranks of fight ! 

I faw 
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pi faw him once, when ga&*ritig martial pow'b 
A peaceful gueft, he fought Mycen4*s tow'rs; 
Armies he aik'd, and armies had been gtv'n. 
Not we deny'd, but J^ve forbad from hear'n; 
While dreadful comiets glaring from afar 

35* Forewarned the horrors of the TMam war. 
Next, fent bjGfeici ftom where Afiftn flows, 
A fearlefs envoy, he af^roach'd the foes; * 

Ththes hoftile walls, unguarded and al<me, 
Daundefs he enters, anddemands the throne. 

40 The tyrant feafting with his chiefis he fowid. 
And dar'd to combate all tbofe chiefs around; 
Dar'd and fubdu'd, before their haughty Lord; 
For PalU$s ftrung his arm, and edg'd his fword. 
Stung with the (hame, within the winding way» 

f4J' To bar his paflage fifky warriors lay; 
Two heroes led the fccret fquadron on, 
Mton the fierce, and hardy Lycophon ; 

f, 430. Ifiw km him #m», wbim, 6cc.] This long nairation 
concerning the hiftonr ofTydms^ is not of the natme of thp(e 
for which Homn has beenblam'd with fome colouc of jofticct 
It is not a cold ftoxy, but a warm reproof, while the particn- 
lariiingthe aftions of the father is made the higheft incentive 
to thelbn. Accotdiagly the air of this fpeech oughtto be 
infpiiited above the common narrative ftjle. As for the fio- 
xy It felf, it ia finely told by Ststim in the fecond bookof tlie 

E 4 '^Nitffe 
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Thofe fifty flaugjitcr'd in the gloomy vale. 

He fpar'd but one to bear the dreadful tale. 
fOSuch 1>fd9m was, and fuch his martial fire; 

Gods ! how the fon degen'rates from the fire ? 
No words the Godlike Diomed retum'd, 

But heard refpedful, and in fecret bura'd: 

Not fo fierce Cafdneus undaunted fon,. 
ff Stern as his fire> the boafter thus begun. 

What needs, O monarch, this invidious praifei 

Our felves to leflen, while our fires you raife? 

Daretobejuft, Atrides! and confefi 

Our valour equal, tho* our fury lefs.. 



i^. 4j». N« wards thegtdUki Diomed returnU.'l " When !>/#• 
'< med is reproved by ^tamemnony he holds his peace in icfbeft 
*< fto his General J but SthentlMs letorts upon him with boauing 
** and infolence It is here worrh obferving in what mannei 
«* ^'^anttmuon behaves himfelf j he pafles hySthenelus without 
•* affording any reply j wheteas juft before, vihcnVljJpts tcfti- 
** fy'd his lefentmenr, he immediately return'd him an an- 
" Iwer. Foe as it is a mean and fexvile thing, and unbecom- 
" irg the majdly of a Pt nrc to make apologies to every 
** man in jull ficatioa of what he has faid oc done^ fo to 
** treat all men with cqu<il jieglcft is mete pride and cxctfs 
" of folly. We alfo Ice of Dttmed, that the' he refrains fiom 
'* fpeakmg in this pl>ce, when the time demanded adion) 
*' he aftetwards ex, leUcs himTcif in fuch a manner, as (hews 
•* him not to have been "nienfiblc of tnis unjuft rebuke: (*» 
** the mmb book) when he tells the King« he WoS the firft who 
*' had dar'd to reptoach him with warn of cpucagc." f^- 
turch of rtddm^ tbi Ftetf, 



With 
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60 With fewer troops wc ftorm'd the Thtban waHp 
And happier, few the fev nfold city fall. 
In impious adb the guilty fathers dy'd; 
The fons fubdu'd, for heav'n was on their fide; - 
Far more than heirs of all our parent's fame, 

6$ Our glories darken their diminifli'd name. 
To him Tydides thus. My friend forbear^ 
Supprefs thy pafSon, and tiie King rcvefe: 
His high concern may well excufe this rage, 
Whpfe caufe we follow, and whofe war we wage; 

70 His the firft praife, were Uhn's tow'rs overthrown. 
And, if we fail, the chief difgracc his own. 
Let him the Greeks to hardy toils excite, 
Tis ours, to labour in the glorious fight. 
Hefpoke, and ardent, on the trembling ground 

75* Sprung from his car; his ringing arms refound. 
Dire was the clang, and dreadful from afar. 
Of SLxm*d Tydides* rufliing to the war.. 



j^. 460. We fi4rm*d the Thcban wall.} The firft Thetdn wat, 
of which ^gamemntn fpoke in the preceding lines, was (even 
and tweoty years before the war of Tfy, Sthenelm here fpeaks 
of the fccond Thtban war, which happen'd ten years after the 
firft : when the Tons of the feven captains conquer'd the city, 
before which their fathers were deftroyed. Tjdeus expired, 
gnawing the head of his enemy, and Capaneus was thiudec* 
uruck while he blafphemed jHpiter, Vid. Stat, Tbtbaid^ 

P 5 As 
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As when the winds, afceading by degrees, 
Firft move the whitc&ing forlace of the feas, 

The 

]^.47fl. ^As vibm tht wmds,'] Itfadam. Dstitr thinki it mt^ 
feem fomething odd, that an axmy going to conquei ihoald 
be compaied to the wtvet going to bteak thenifei?es againft 
the flioie ; an4 would folve the appearing ahnxdity, b^ ima- 
giniog the Poet laid not the ftiefs fo moch upon this circum- 
Sance, as upon the fame waves aiTaiilting a rock, lifting 
themfelves over its head* and covering it with foam as the 
trtfby •f thtif viSty (as (he expre0cs it.) But to this it may 
be anfwer^d. That neither did the Gnek^ get the better in this 
battel, nor will a compariron be aUowM intitely beautiful* 
which inftead of illuflrating its (ubjeft, Hands itfelf in need 
of ^ mush illuftration and refinement, to be brought to a- 
gree with k. The paflage naturally bears this fenfe : ^* 
vJiMi ufn tki fifmg •f thi wind, the wavts fit dfiw in Mtihif 
U^ thijbere^ asfirji thnt is a tUftaat wtitn in the fern, that thty ap' 
freMh te break with mife §n the fiteaU^ dnd iajiiy rifefweUing evef 
the recks y and tefs their feam eh§ve their heads : Se the Greeks, at 
firjl^ msrched in erder §ne after amther filently f the figln — Where 
the Poet breaks oH from proiecuting the comparifon, and by 
a frpiipfis, leaves the reader to carry it on, and imige to 
himfelf the future tumult, rage, and focce of the battel, in 
oppofition to that filence in which he delcribes the troops at 
piefent, in the lines immediately enfulng. What connrms 
this expofition is, that Virgil has made ufc of the fimile in 
the fame ieofe in the iaventh u£neid^ 

Tht^tss mi prima ceepit cnm altefeere vtnte^ 
Paulatim fefe tollit marty iy altius w\dM 
£rigit J inde imo ctnfurgit ad dthera fundo, 

1^. 47 S. sAs when the windsy dec] This is the firft battel in 
Horner, and it is worthy obfervation with what grandeur it is 
defcrib'd, and raifed by one circumftance above anothett 'till 
all is involved in horror and tumult : The foregoing Hmile 
•f the winds, riiing by degrees into a general tempeft, is an 
image of the progrefs of his own fpirit in this defcription. 
- We fee firft an innumerable army moving in order, and are 
amu&^d with the pomp and fUcoce^ chca wakea'd with the 

ftoifis 
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:8o The biflows float in order to the fhofe. 
The wave behind rolls on the Wave before; ' 
Till, with the growing ftorm, the deeps arife. 
Foam o'er the rocks, and thunder to the flues. 
So to the fight the thick Battalions throng, 

^S Shields urg'd on (hields, and men drove men along. 
Sedate and filent move the numerous bands; 
No found, no whifper, but their Chief's commands, 
Thofe only heard; with awe the reft obey. 
As if fome God had fnatch'd their voice away, 

90 Not fo the Trojans ; from their hofl afcends 
A gen'ral (hout that all the region rends. 
As when the fleecy flocks unnumbered (land 
In wealthy folds, and wait the milker's hand. 
The hollow vales inceflant bleating fills, 

9S The lambs reply from all the neighboring hills : 
Such clamours rofc from various nations round 
Mix'd was the murmur, and confused the found. 
Each hoft now joins, and each a God infpires, 
Thefe Mars incites, and thofe Minerva fires. 

noifc and clamoar j next they join 5 the advcrfc Gods are let 
down among them 5 the imaginaiy pecfons of Ttrror^ FHi^ht, 
Difcord, fucceed to re-infotcc them 5 then all is undiftinguilh'd 
fiiry, and a confuiion of Hoccois, only that at ditfeient open- 
ings we behold the diftinft deaths of feveialhciocSj and then 
arc involvM agaia ia tlw fame confuftoiu 

P 6 Palw- 
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>oPalc Flight around, and dreadful Terror reign;. 
And Difcord raging bathes the purple plain : 
J>lfcord! dire fitter of the ilaughtVing pow*r. 
Small, at her birth,, but rifing ev'ry hour, 

While 



f. jo». Difcordj dirtjifltr, &c 1 This is the ptiTage fo high- 
ly extoU'd bj Longinusy as one of the moft fignal inftances of the 
noble fublimity of this author : where it is faid, that the image 
here dfawn of Difcord, wh0f* head tttt^'d the heaven t, and 
wh^fe feet tvtre on earthy may s<s juftly be apply'd to the vaftf 
reach and elevation of the genius of Homer, But Monf. £•/- 
lean informs usj that neither the quotation nor theft words 
were.ifi the original of Lentinus, but partly inserted by G^triel 
de Pttra, However the bcft encomium is, that V*rgii has ta? 
Jtcui it wotd for word, and apply'd it to the peifon of Famt, 

Parva mem friml^ m§x Ctfe- atfUh in atiras, 
Jtgreditartjue fiic^ iy cafut tnter mdfila e§ndit, 

\Arifiides- had formerly blamed Homer for admitting Difcerd' 
into heaven, and Scahger t«kes up the criticifm to throw hiin 
below Virgil, F,ame (he fays) is properly fcjgn'd to hide her 
head in the cloudi, becaufe the grounds and authors of ru- 
mours are commonly unknown. As if the fame might nor 
hc alledg'd for Hemer, fince the grounds and authors of Dif- 
eerd are often no lefs fecret. Macrobius has put this among 
the palTages where he thinks Virgtl has fallen fhort in his imi- 
t;i)tion of Hcmtr^ and brings thefe reafons for his opinion: 
Bomtr reprelents Dtjcord to rife from fmall beginnings, and 
s^ftetwards in her encreafe to reach the heavens ; Vir^ii has 
faid this of Fame^ but not with equal propriety j for the fub- 
]tGts are very different : Difcord, tho* it reaches to wai and 
(ievaflation, is flill Dij<ord; nor ceitfes to be what it was at 
fi fl : But Fame, when it grows to be univerfal, is F *me no 
]onger, but becomes knowledge and certainty -, for who 
calls any thing F4>»«, which is known from earth to heaven? 
Nx)r has Vtrgti equali'd the ftrcngth of Heme's hy^er-^olc, 
fpr. one fpeaks of heaven, the other only of the iottdt Ma- 
eroh.Sat,^ l,S,c.\i, Soahger i$ very angry at. this laft period* 

and. 
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While fcarce the fkics her horrid head can bound;. 

^j* She ftalks on earth, and fliapcs the- world around; 

The nations bicedj where-e'cr her fteps flic turns. 

The groan ftUl deepens, and the combate burn$. 



and by miftake bfatnes dlUm for it, in wliom there is no 
fuch thing. His words are fo infolently do£macical, that 
barely to quote them is to anfwer them, and the only an- 
swer which fuch a (pirit «f critioifm deferves. CUmant ^cd- 
Idav de Fami dixit earn inter n$tlnia caput condetiy cum ramen //#- 
tnerm tmde if ft accepUt in cctU aipm Eridis C9u/iitmt. Jam tibi 
fr» mi reff§nd£o, N^n fum imitatus, noh imitari: n§n pUctty,ntn 
tjl vtrmn^ Cfntentiemm fnert caput in cah, *B^icuhtm #yf, far 
titum e/?, Htmericumeftt GracuUtm efi. Poet. /. 5. c. 3. 

This fine verfe was alfo criticis'd by Menf. Perault, who 
accufes it as a foic'd and extravagant hyperbole. M. Boiltam 
anfw'ers, That hyperboles as ftrong are daily ufcd even in 
common. dilcourfe, and that nothing is.in efFcd more ftri^ly 
tme. than that Difctrd reigns over all the earth, and in hea- 
ven itlelfs that is to fay, among the Gods of Homtr, it is 
not (^continues this excellent critick) the defcription of a gi- 
ant, as this cenfor would ptetend» j)ut a juft allegoty 3 and 
as he makes. Difc^rd an allegorical petfon, (he may be of 
what fize he pleafes without fliocking us } fince it is what 
we. regard only as an idea.and c;eature of the fancy, and not 
a& a material fubftance that has any being in nature. The 
expreilion in the P/almj, that the impious man is lifted up as.s 
eedrar «/ Istbanus, does by no means imply that the impious 
man was a giant as tall as a cedar. Thus fat Boileau i and 
upon the whole we may obleive, that it (eems not only the 
fate of great genius's to have met with the moft malignant 
ciiticks, but of the fined and nobleft paifages in them to 
have been particular y pitch'd upon for impertinent criticifms. 
Thefe are the divine DoidnelTcs, which in iheir very nature 
provoke ignorance and ihort fightedncfs to (hew thcmfelves.j 
and which whoever is capable of attaining, muft alfo certain- 
ly know, chat, they will be attack'd by fuch^ as cannot reach 
them. 
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Now Oueld with fliield* with helmet helmet clos'd. 
To armour armoar, lance to knee opfrosM, 

5*10 Hoft againft faoft with ftadowj fquadrons drew. 
The foimding darts in iron tempefis flew, 
Vidors and vanquifli'd join promifcuous cries. 
And (hnlling (honts and dying groans arife ; » 
With ftreaming Wood the llfpp'ry fields arc dy'd, 

ji / And flaughtcr'd heroes fwcll the dreadful tide. 
As torrents roll, encreas'd by numerous rills. 
With rage impetuous down their echoing hills ; 

1^. 50S. Kovj fbttld whh fbieidy &c.] The yeifes which fol- 
low in the orieinal ate perfaap ezceird by none in Htner} 
and that h« had himfelf a paiticnlar fondndfs foe them, may 
be imagin'd fiom his infexting them again in the fame words 
in the eighth book. They axe very happily imitated by Star 
tins, lik,7. 

Jam cfypeus clypeit^ mnbtm rtfillitm wmbo 
Enfe mmax en/Is, ptde fts^ ^ wffide citfpis, 8cc. 

#.516. K^s torrents r»//.] This comparifbn of rivers meeting 
and roaring, with two armies mingling in batttel, is an i- 
mage of that noblenefs, which (to fay no more) was woxthy 
the invention of Htmtr^ and the imitation of Virgil, 

^ut tibi decttrfn rapido de montihm tUtis, 
Ddftt ftnitum fpumtfi omnet, ir in M^utra currunty 
^ipjut fnttm p»ffHlatMs iter ; Smpet infiius alt0 

xAccipiens fenitum faxi de vertice pe^fior. 

The word popuUtus here has a beauty which one muft be in- 
fenfible not to obferve. ScdUger prefers Virgii*Sy and Mdcre- 
kim HomeT*s, without any reafbns on either fide, but only one 
critick*s pofitivc words againft anothex'^^ The leader may 
iudfc between them. 

RufH 
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Ru(h t9 the vales, ftad pow'4 along tt^e pkin. 

Roar thro' a thoufatid chanels to the main; 
'20 The di(lan4: (hepherd t]>embUng hears the fbmd t 

So mix both hoils, and fo their cries rebounds 
The bold Amdoghm the ikughter led, 

The^firft who flrook a valiant Tr$jun dead : 

At great Echefotus the ls<jace aixives, 
3lj:Raz'd his high cr^ft, and thro* his helmet drives; 

Warm'd in the brain the brazen weapon lies» 

And Aiades eternal fettle o*er his eyes. 

So ilnks a tow*r» that long affaults had ftood 

Of force and fire ; its wails belmear'd with blood. 
30 Him, the bold* Leader of th* Abmtlan throng 

Seiz'd to defpoil, and dragg'd the cocps along : 

But while he firove to tag th* inferted dart, 

J^enor's jav'lin reached the heroc's heart. 

His flanks unguarded by his ample fliicld, 
3 y Admits the lance : He falls, a:nd fpums the field; 

The nerves unbrac'd fupport his Umbs no more; 

The foul comes floating in a tide of gore. 

f.Sii. Tht bold Antilochus.] UntiUchus the fon of Ni/lor is 
the fiift who begins the engagement. It fccms as if the old 
heroe having done the gieateft feivice he was capable of at 
his years, in difpofing the troops in the beft order (as we 
have feea before) had taken care |o (et his fon at the head 
of thfin> to giyc him the gloxy of begiaBing the battel. 

Trolani 
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Trojiins and Gmks now ga&er round the flain^ 
The war renews, the warriors bleed again r 

5^ As o'er t^eir prey rapacious wolves engage, 
Man dies on man, and all is blood and rage. 

In blooming you A fair SmotfiusfdiJi, 
Sent by great Ajax to the (hades of hell; 
Fair Slmo'tfius^ whom his mother bore 

545' Amid the flocks on filver Slmoh* fliore : 

The nymph defccnding from the hills of Ide^ 
To feek her parents on his' flow'ry fide, 
Brought forth the babe, their common care and joy, 
And thence from Simols nam'd the lovely boy. 

)^. 540. kA$ ^tf their prey rdpacitus wohfs fttfiM^i,'} This flioit 
com pari (on in the Greeks confifts only of two words, Avne) 
«lc, which Scaliger ohferves upon as too abrupt. But may it 
DOt be aniwei'd that fuch a place as this, where all things 
are in confiifion, feems not to admit of any iknile, except of 
one which fcarce exceeds a metaphor in length I When tvo 
heroes are engag'd, there is a plaia view to be given us of 
their anions, and there a long fimile may be of ufe. toraife 
^nd enliven them by parallel circumftances i but when the 
troops fall in promiicuoufly upon one another, the conM- 
on excludes diftinft or particular images; and conicqacntly 
compaiifons of any length would be lefs natural 

f. 542. In bhemtng ymh fAtr Simo'ifius /r//.] This Prince 
received his name from the river Sim^t's, on whofe banks he 
was born It was the cuftom of the eaftern people to give 
names to their childien derir'd from the moftrcmarkableac'? 
cidents of their biith. The holy fcripture is full of exam- 
ples of this kind. It is alfo ufual in the Old Teftament.to 
compare Princes to trees', cedars, ^c, as Simtijimi is here xe.* 
femblcd to a poplar. DMitr^ 

Short 
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hort was his date ! by dreadful A]ax flain 

Ic falls, and renders all their cares in vain ! 

o falls a poplar, that in watry ground 

lais'd high the head, with ftately branches crown'd, 

Fell'd by feme artift with his fliining fteel, 

To (hape the cirdc of the bending wheel) 

i^,l%^, S*f4dUM p9piar.l Enfiatbms in Mdrr»kmi ptcfett M 
ills fimile that of Vfrpt in the fccond t/£niiJL ^ 

xAc vtlmi in fummis MntitftMm m^ntibm •mttm^ 
Cum ftrrt Aceiftun, crtbrifjue bifennibm infltuHt 
Erttere agricoU ctrtattm j ilU ufyue mwatHr, 
Et tremifaUa, comam concufftt vertice nutdt % 
Vi$lnerib»s donee paulMt'm ruiffa fufrenmm 
Congemuit, trMcu^g jugh tvttifd ntitum^ 

it, HtlfbtSj in the preface to his tranflatioa of Htmtr^ 6«t 
ifcouisM upon ch.s occafion very judicioufly. Htmtr ((gya 
e) intended no more in this place than to (hew how comely 
le body oiSimoifmi appeai*d as he lay dead upon the bank 
i SiomMider, ftrait and tall with a fair head of hair, like a 
rait and high poplac with the boughs ilill on \ and not at 
11 to defciibe the manner of his falling, which (when a 
lan is wounded thio* the breaft, as he was with a ipcarj is 
[ways fudden. Virgil* s is the defciiption of a gre^t tree ^11- 
ig when many men together hew it down. He meant to 
)mpare the manner how Troy after many battels, and after 
le lofs of many cities, conquer*d by the many nations un- 
*r ^^Amemnon in a long war, was thereby weakenM, and at 
ft overthrown, with a great tree hewn round about, and 
len falling by little and little leisurely. So that reither 
lefe two defcriptlons, nor the two conaparifoiis, can be 
>mpared togther. The image of a man lying on the 
rouiid IS one thing) the image of falling (eipecially of a 
ngdom) is another. This therefore gives nu advaAtage to 
ir^il over Wcw^r, ThH$ Mr. Hfihs, 
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Cut down it lies» tall» fmooth, and lai^ely fpr€ad» 
With all its beauteous bonotiirs on its bead; 
There left a fubjed to tile wind and rain» 
And fcorch'd by funs» it withers on the plain. 

560 Thus pierc*d by Ajux^ Sim^tis \its 

Stretch'd on the Aicfre, and thus ticgleclcd dies. 

At Ajax, Antifhus his javlin threw; 
The pointed lance with erring fury flew, 
And Leuctis, lov*d by wife Ulyjfes, flew. 

565 He drops the corps of Smtnfius flain. 
And finks a breathlefs carcai^ on the plain. 
This faw Vlyfes, and with grief enrtg'd 
Strode where the foremoft of the foes engaged; 
Arm'd with his ipear, he meditates the wounds 

jyoln aft to throw; but cautious, look'd around, 
Struck at his fight the Trojans backward drew,. 
And trembling heard the jav'lin as it flew. 
A chief flood nigh who from Ahydos camc^ 
Old Prism's fon, Democpdn^ was his name ; 

jyyThe weapon entered dofe above his ear, 

Cold thro* his temples glides the whiizing fpear; 
With piercing (hrieks the youth cefigns his breath. 
His eye-balls darken with the (hades of death ; 

?ond*rotts 
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Pond'rous he fialls; his clanging arms refoond; 
80 And his broad buckler ring$ againft the ground. 
Seiz'd with affright the boldefi foes appear; 

Ev'n godlike He€ior feems faimfelf to fear; 

Slow he gave way, the reft tumultuous fled; 

The Greeks with fhouts pre& on^ and fpoil the dead; 
S jBut Phtehus now from J]^»% towering height 

Shines forth reveal'd, and animates the fight* 

Trojans be bold, and force with force oppofe; 

Your foaming deeds uige headlong on the foes ! 

Nor are their bodies rocks, nor ribb*d with fteel; 
po Your weapons enter, and your Urokes they feel. 

Have ye foi;got what feem'd your dread before? 

The great, the fierce Mkdles fights no Hiore. 



f,$t$, Bm Phoebus nrw,"] H§mer here introduces ^p»ll9 on 
the fidt of the Trtjam : He had given them the afimuiee «€ 
Mars at the beginning of this battel ; but Mars (which iigai* 
fies courage without cenduft) proving too weak to refift Mi» 
nerva (or courage with condu^) which the Foet leprefenta 
as conftantly aiding his Greeks i they want fome prudent 
maDagemcnt to rally them again: He therefore biingl. in a. 
Wtfdom to alHft Marsy under the appearance of v^*//*.. 

f*S9i» Achilles fights u§ mtre,] Homer firom time to time 
puts his readers in mind of uichilieSf during his abfence from 
the war 3 and finds occafions of celebrating his valour with 
the higheft praifes. There cannot be a greater encomium 
than this, where ^»U» himielf tells the Trtjans they have no- 
thing to fear, fiace ^Achilbs fights no longcx agaioft thenu 
Bacier^ 
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ApdUo thus from llkn's lofty tow'rs 
Array'd in terrors, rowi'd the Trojan powers: 

S9S While War's fierce Goddefs fires the Gncian foe. 
And (houts and thunders in the fields below. 

Then great Dhres fell, by doom fivine. 
In vain his valour, and illuftrious line. 
A broken rock the force of Pfrus threw, 

6cx>(Who from cold JEnus led the Thracian crew) 
Full on his ankle dropt the pond'rous done* 
Burft the ftrong nerves, and cra(h'd the folid bone: 
Supine he tumbles on the crimfon'd fands. 
Before his helplefs friends, and native bands 

do^ And fpreads for aid his unavailing hands. 

The foes rufli'd furious as he pants for breath, ' 
And thro' his navel drove the pointed death : 
His guttling entrails .feaoak'd upon the gromid. 
And the warm life (Sfeie iffuing from the wound. 

6iO His lance bold Thoas at the conqueror fent. 
Deep in his bread above the pap it went. 
Amid the lungs was fix'^d the winged wood. 
And quiv'ring in his heaving bofom flood : 
'Till from the dying chief, approaching near, 
^ijTh' ^tolian warrior tugg'd his weighty fpear : 

Then 
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Then fudden wav'd his flaming faulchion round. 
And ga(h*d his belly with a ghaftly wound. , 
The corps now breathlefs on the bloody plain. 
To fpoil his arms the viftor drove in vain ; 

10 The ThracUn bands againft the vidor preft; 
A grove of lances glittefd at his breail. 
Stern Th$as^ glaring with revengeful eyes. 
In fuUen fury flowly quits the prize. 
Thus fell two Heroes; one the pride oiThraa, 

IS And one the Leader of th' Efeian race ; 
Death's fable (hade at once o'ercaft their eyes. 
In dufl the vanqui(h'd» and the vidor lies. 
With copious flaughter all the fields are red. 
And heap'd with growing mountains of the dead. 

JO Had fome brave Chief this martial fcene beheld. 
By Pallas guarded thro' the dreadful field. 

Might 

1^. 6io. Hadftme brave chief.} The toining off in this place 
from the aftkMis of the field, to lepiefeot to us a man with 
fecuiity aud calnmefs walking thro* it, without being able to 
xeprehcnd any thing in the whole adion -, this i& not only a 
£ne piai/e of the battel, but as it were a breathing-place to 
the poetical fpiiic of the author, afrec having, rapidly run t- 
long with the heat of the engagement : He Teems like one 



who having got ovex a part of his jonrnev, flops upon an e- 
aiinence to Took back upon the fpace he has pafs'd, and 
concludes the book with an agreeable pan^'e or reipite. 



The reader will excufe our t;tldng notice of fuch a trifle, as 
that it was an old fn^ciftkioii, tkax this fowth book of the 




So fot^ht each holt, with thiifl o 
And crowds on crowds tiiumpluntl 
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